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{June 1, 1946-May 31, 1947) 
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47, he was consistent in out-predict- 
ing fellow critics as to the success 
or failure of the season’s product; 
at the midseason mark he was out 
in front, too. 


only seven wrong guesses is not 
the record but it’s easily the best 
showing this season by the dailies’ 
aisle-sitters. His percentage of .879 
won by 46 points. Last season 
Morehouse was a good third with 


(Continued on page 52) 





Race Issue Crops Up 


’ As Hearst Battle In 
Sinatra-Mortimer Tiff 


The Lee Mortimer vs. Frank Sina- 
tra suit in Hollywood is a cause 
Celebre with the Hearst newspaper 
clan for a major reason that doesn’t 
Meet the eye. There may be news- 
Paper circulation issues involved, not 
only for the N. Y. Mirror, on which 
ee umer is a film-nitery columnist, 

ut all the Hearst dailies. 


gre slieged reference by Mortimer 
whi inatra’s ancestral heritage— 
he ich the columnist heatedly denies 
May already be resulting in a cer- 
itail segment of Americans, of 
the Mi; extraction, not patronizing 
ova ge and other Hearst papers. 
tan » that the Hearst hierarchy 
Eareering for an admission from 
tag that Mortimer did not make 
¥ racial crack to the crooner. ~~ 
aga Lait, editor of the Mirror, is 
and during 
'@aleadared for 





the trial,” which is 
today (Wednesday). 


Morehouse Tops Critics’ Boxscore, 


On the Coast “just to be on | 
;an offer by Leo McCarey, but the | 





| 15-minute show on WNEW, N. Y., 
ito be titled “So You Want to Be a 
|Disk Jockey?” Show tees off in June. 

Show will invite everybody from 
plumbers to bank presidents to take 


are laid down for participants. 


Officers Film 





California to train 20 officers in mo- 
tion picture techniques, each man 
to get 18 months of study. This 
particular deal was worked out 
after the Army had nixed the idea 
'that the men should be sent to Hol- 
\lywood where they could be prop- 
erly trained by the film industry for 
'far less money. 

Here is the way the costs add up: 

(Continued on page 55) 


IR CHEVALIER, 





WOULD PA 


accept film bids 
lowing a proposed summer vacation 
'in his native France. Lester Cowan, 
| production partner of Mary Pickford 
‘in the Artists Alliance outfit, is due 
lin from the Coast this week to nego- 
'tiate with Chevalier for a Margaret 
O’Brien co-starrer. Cowan claims he 
'ean get Miss O’Brien from Metro if 
' Chevalier okays the deal. 

French singer has also been made 





‘latter deal is’ believed cold. 


At 
NI 


LAA 
LUNG 


(UN 
DEEN 
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not paid off for the bankroller with 








Urged To Test 


Hollywood, May 27. 
Tntense study of the new aspects 
of theatre television, even though 
video has not yet proved capable of 
paying its own way, has been urged 





MARG. O'BRIEN FOR PIC 


Maurice Chevalier, currently at the | sponsible for the revival of Weems’ | 


Plateau Auditorium, Montreal, may \old 
from the Coast fol- | which brought 


(Continued on page 54) 





Weems Knows Value 
Of ‘Heartaches,’ a Disk 


Charlotte, N. C., May 27. 
Not many artists who owe some 
portion of success to others go out 





Ted Weems is, however. He 


| scheduled a date at the Armory here | 


' June 6, the profit from which will 
be handed to Kurt Webster, WBT 
disk jockey, who was solely 


“Heartaches,” 
back 


of 
the maestro 


recording 


linto prominence. 

| Webster, who was in the Army 
|during the war, started the “Heart- 
aches” disk to national popularity 
|due to a penchant for pacing his 
shows with old. disks. He came 
across one of the Weems copies of 
the Leeds tune a friend's. house 
lone evening early last winter and 
played it so often on his show that 


at. 


| hit. 


AIR CHIRPERS’ BANKROLL BLUES 





of their way to repay such a debt. | 
has | 


re- | 


it became a record and sheet sales, { 














nounced today (27) by the Depart- 
ment of Commerce. 

The study, by Nathan D. Golden, 
motion picture consultant for the 





PAR YENS TO TEAM 


| 


department, shapes up two important | 





{ 


JOLSON WITH CROSBY 





| deals. Company has put in a bid 


up by the U.S. Army Air Forces. | age” method of theatre video may |terrific reception accorded Jolson | 


favor of making a sequel to 
Jolson Story” for Columbia. 
on 


Coney’ s Smoked Baloney Still Sells; 
B'klyn Biarritz Rests on Faded Laurels 


SR. R. WwW. oO Pet. + By JO RANSON 
WARD MOREHOUSE (Sun)............3. 58 51 7 0 879 Radio’s high-priced singers are ° . . 
ROBERT COLEMAN (Mirror) ........... 66 55 10 l 833. | moanin’ low. New Kind of Cleanu Brooklyn, May 27. 
LOUIS KRONENBERGER (PM).......... 67 55 12 0 821 Those dire predictions of several p Coney, which rhymes with bae 
RICHARD WATTS, JR. (Post)....:...... 56 42 13 1 750 months back that the singing stars New Philadelphia, O., May 27. | loney, and is the most renowned, in- 
ROBERT GARLAND (Journal-American). 67 50 16 1 .746 of the air commanding topflight coin It might sound like something in- | credible playground in the world for 
JOHN CHAPMAN (News)................ 64 47 17 0 205 | would come under the economy axe | Vented by Rube Goldberg, but Frank depressed layers of urban society, 
BROOKS ATKINSON (Times)........... 61 43 18 0 105 have come true with a reality that | Carnahan, mushroom grower here, could stand good coat of bright 
HOWARD BARNES (Herald Tribune) ... 63 43 20 0 683 only now is beginning to leave its | has patented a device which he pre- | enamel as it boots in its 1947 season, 
WILLIAM HAWKINS (World-Telegram).. 69 46 18 5 667 impact on the trade and among the dicts will be a help to all operators | Journey through the tinselled Brook- 
. Sitcke nation’selisteners. of public places. lyn Biarritz gives one the feeling 
Variety (Combined) ........ 71 59 12 0 831 What it adds up to is that the | It's a motor-driven doormat which | that it hasn’t changed much, It re- 
came | $10,000 to $15,000 weekly programs | W!Pes the shoes of everybody who mains the same old post-graduate 
built around a singing star have | steps on it. carnival ground, content to rest on 


its battered laurels and to diddle 


(Continued om pages 22) 


goods to sell. Not, at least, for that * nickels and dimes from perspiring 
kind of money. Frank Sinatra as ] ncrease In | proletariat. Veteran concessionaires, 
an auxiliary to the Lucky Strike iprer and game operators figure on 
e | “Hit Parade” show (which is what }making less moola than in 1946, an 
0 emai ronen reer in | happens in the fall), makes a lot 9 |} opulent season. 

9 | more sense, say the clients who are or Recovering from another one of 
: | plunking down the money for night- its frightening periodic fires, this 
Ward Morehouse, N.Y. Sun's + | time coast-to-coast programing. one a five-alarmer which damaged 
drama reviewer and columnist, won Sh d f§ K ! Old Gold found out — the hard | Washington, May 27. {Dora Witzer’s Killarney Irish House 
Variety’s 24th annual critics’ box- ages 0 ammy aye: | (Continued on page 22) The world had 86,640 picture thea- | (formerly Paddy Shea's Gilsey 
Score, copping the laurel convine-| Current disk jockey craze will | a engi ae oy ge tng poy a pang aegge! of ea pepe aes freakery and 
: Re att oe! Sag 64° rer 2 67, 18 ‘y other attractions, gives the 

ingly. In his r _| form the basis of a new weekly | ee: eee a oe eee a B 
gly s coverage through 1946 1X NH] ustry 1, 1940, according to a survey an-| place a blackened and _  smoke- 





Chicago | Teen-Agers 


Morehouse first-nighted 58 attrac- a whirl at the platters. On the sta- lusions: 1 
tions, always definitely giving a tiohs premise that who knows oe "Motion ictur ttendanc In Organized Protests 
TP te “no” notice. He was figured what the qualifications are for a Th T | worldwide is nadation ith en ° 
: : ; ne mt : d ’ ou 
to have been right 51 times. Having disk jockey?” no pat requirements eatre e e (Continued on page 55) Vs. Adult B.0. Prices 


Chicago, May 27. 
First organized revolt by teen- 


|agers to resist the high cost of pic- 


ture entertainment was highlighted 
nere last week with the organiza- 
tion of some 1,500 youths who de- 


894, being topped during the sem- upon the film industry by John P. Paramount, following acquisition clared their inability to meet 
ester by Lewis Nichols and Louis purse at Livadary, chairman of the research of Liberty Films, continues to show | “adult admission rates” and _ that 
Kronenberger of the Times and PM, council’s television committee, in a|@ strong interest in likely outside | they intend to do something about 
Tespectively. Nichols, a wartime ; confidential report submitted to the it. Newly formed group, “Youthful 
first-stringer, had won the annual Washington, May 27. Motion Picture Assn. ‘for Al Jolson with the idea of | Movie Goers,” intends to protest to 
checkup twice before but withdrew What looks like an officers train- Livadary, who's chief of Colum- |coupling him with Bing Crosby in local theatreowners and picket if 
when Brooks Atkinson resumed play ‘ing course in motion pictures, to | bia’s sound department, stressed that | 4 single picture venture. necessary to reduce the rates. 

Coverage for the Times. Atkinson, | cost $50,000 per officer, has been set | the recently-developed “film stor-| Par’s idea ts to cash in on the; Main contention is that theatre 


windows carry signs stipulating the 


AAF has worked out a three-year | open: up new vistas for show busi- when he guested on the Crosby ra-| advanced rates for “Children over 
deal with the Univ. of Southern! ness) by bringing entertainment, dio program. Understood that Jol- | 12 years,” thus hitting teen-agers 


son is inclined to nix the offer in | whose allowances are limited and 
Kisinad 


whose chances for earning legally 
eliminated. 










































































| 
Bn 
| iat 





The Hour 
Of Charm 


All-Girl Orchestra 
and Choir 


Cenducted by 


Phil Spitalny 


Sundays, 4:30 p.m. EST 
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Ml 
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CBS Network 
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Producers Urge Code 
Be Changed to Sidestep Constant 
Criticism U.S, Pix Are Stereotyped 





of film producers for a revision of 
the Production Code is expected to 
be made. Long considered in some 
quarters as outmoded, many top 
producers believe this to be the 
ehief factor in charges that Holly- 
wood films are stereotyped. If the 
public is tired of whodunits, crime 
stories, westerns, backstage musi- 
cals, psychological melodramas, etc., 
and want something better, pro- 
ducers point out, then the Code 
must be changed to give them 4} 
chance to work on more novel story 
properties. Revocation of the re- 
striction on making films dealing 
with drug traffic is a step in that 
direction, they declare, but this 
easing off in limitations must be 
earried further. 

Although foreign films still aren't 
getting much playing time in most 
cities, the fact that they have eaught 
on to such a great extent in certain 
of the keys indicates the public 
wants a change from the standard 





type of pictures now turned out in| 


Hollywood. “Open City,” Italian- 
made film which has been earning 
high grosses in many situations and 
is now in its second year on Broad- 
way, is cited as a prime example. 
Hollywood producers, it’s pointed 


An intensified effort on the part¢ 





out, wouldn't dare produce a pic- 
ture with a lesbian angle such as is 
featured in “City.” 

Situation was pointed up recently 
in a report to the Canadian govern- 


| 
| 
| 


Good Moose to Krasna 

How a moose joke became 
good news to Norman Krasna is 
one of those show biz paradoxes. 
‘Latter admits that after being 
Broadway and Holly- 
years it took the 
Benny to really make 
him famous. The gag, of course, 
is the now w.k. “I need it like a 
moose needs a hatrack.” 


It's one of those gags Benny 
admits he’s personally nuts 
about, and even though it seem- 
ingly didn’t yock the studio au- 
diences on two occasions, Krasna 
phoned Benny that he fell off his 
chair. Hence the reference, 
“Well anyway, Norman Krasna 
likes it.” 

Paradox is that most showfolk 
think it’s Krasna’s gag. Sam Per- 
rin, one of Benny’s writing quar- 
tet, authored it, 


Now-You-See-lt, Now 
You-Don’t; Or Magic 
Comes to the Ballet 


In a sudden, surprise switch the 
Ballet Theatre season at London’s 
Covent Garden this summer is out, 


around 
wood for 


wheeze 











ment by O. J. Silverthorne, chief | and the Original Ballet Russe is in 


censor of Ontario, according to one 
homeoffice official. He quoted Sil- 
verthorne as saying that Hollywood 
producers have “demonstrated in the 
past that they have the knowledge 
and creative imagination necessary 
to the making of films with a fresh 
approach but are hindered to a 
great degree by the lirfiits placed on 
them.” 

Silverthorne noted the way Brit- 
ish and other foreign films had 
caught on in Canada, according to 
the homeoffice spokesman, and de- 
clared that much of their success 
was “due to the candid way in 
’ which non-American producers ap- 
proach their topics, which are wider 
4 in range than those permitted Holly- 
wood craftsmen as dramatic mate- 
4 rial.” Films made outside Holly- 
4 wood, he “said, “do not suffer the 
i same number of: restrictions, 
though those produced in Britain 
i provide examples of discretion in 
the use of provocative themes ... 
Because of this, such films have 
what is regarded as novelty and 
realism.” 

Situation has got to such a degree 
that some film critics, and especially 
those on the New York daily news- 
papers, now hail almost any for- 
eign-made or British picture as “su- 
perior” to most Hollywood product, 
; which is usually labeled “stereo- 
typed.” Although statistics prove 
that very few people pay any at- 
tention to what the critics say in 
deciding what pictures to see, the 
usually negative result for Holly- 
wood product obtained when com- 
paring it to foreign-made product 
indicates some radical change in 
permissible story matter must be 
made, producers claim. 


Oboler in From Coast For 


ets 








al- | 





| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


! 


| 
| 


instead. 
Ballet Theatre was invited. to the 
Royal Opera House, Covent Gar- 


den, last summer; was received en- 
thusiastically for its four-week sea- 
son, and had a verbal agreement to 
return in July. Company, now in 
Cuba for a week’s visit starting 
May 29, was to make ready to go 
abroad promptly on its return. 
Meantime, it appears, Col. Vassily 
de Basil, storm-center boss of the 
Original Ballet Russe (which toured 
the U.S. this season in Sol Hurok 
bookings), had gone to Europe 
In London he started talking to 
the Covent Garden authorities, sell- 
ing his company to them instead on 
cheaper terms. He’s inked in for an 
8-10 week season starting July 21. 
De Basil had disbanded his company 
in the U.S., so that he will take 
only five er six dancers from here, 
selecting balance in Europe. Vania 
Psota, his ballet master, is currently 
assembling a troupe in Paris. 


De Basil's terms are known 
to be much less then Ballet The- 
atre’s because he was saving on 
transportation (BT would have to 
transport 50 people from here); he 
could pick up dancers in Europe 
for much lower pay than Americans 
get, and he doesn't have to pay 
dancers for the necessary six weeks’ 
rehearsals (as he would for U.S. 
dancers). 

Although de Basil has no “names,” 
it's considered likely that he’ll pick 
up Tamara Toumanova, currently 
dancing at the Paris Opera, as a 
guest lead. Ballerina is known to 





be anxious to appear at Covent Gar- 


| den, and is reputed well enough off 


not to require a big fee. Leonide 
Massine, now in London, is looked 
on as another guest possibility. 





that de Basil has figured in a snarl 


‘involving a baMet troupe. When the | 


Huddles on Books, Legiter m«ravis de Cuevas (of the Rocketel- 


| ler ‘amily) bought the Grand Ballet 


Arch Oboler is in N. Y. from / Russe de Monte Carlo earlier this 
Coast to confer with publishers and | year from the Societe des Bains de 
stage producers. He has brought/Mer at the Monaco resort, he sent 


with him two books and his first 
stage play, which is set for fall pro- 
duction. 


oo Basil over during the prelimi- 
naries to discuss the deal and the 


possible amalgamation of several 


Oboler returns to the Coast in two | dance troupes for a super-company. 


weeks to complete pic commitments. 
. 


Ruggles Back to Legit 


Hollywood, May 27. 
Ruggles is returning to 





i Charlie 


| 


| De Cuevas had been advised that de 
| Basil was going over his head in 


} certain discussions with the Monaco 





legit in Dale Wasserman’s produc- | 


ae tion, ‘“Jellico”’, formerly titled 
i Certain Miss Jones”, 


“A ' return 
authored by | showing, loaf a while, then start re- 


people, so that de Cuevas broke off 
relations with de Basil by cable, and 
has been feuding with him ever 
since, 

Meanwhile, Ballet 
Oo. 23; 


Theatre’ will 
after its Cuban 


Hollywood writers Alden Nash and /hearsing this summer for the fal] 


Peter Berneis. 


Broadway in November, simultane- 


ous with another Wasserman pro-| dance at the forthcoming Vichy sea- | 


oe 
ee a - 





David Atexander wiltdtréect with ~ ‘it's 
a Coast preem in early September, signed 


season. 

reported that de Cuevas has 
Miss Toumanova for his 

Monte Carlo group, and that she'll 


gon. wees" 


This is the second time this year | 


258th WEEK ! 
KEN MURRAY’S 


“BLACKOUTS OF 1947” 
E! Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 


“The Greeks had a word for 
‘Blackouts’—Terrifical.” 
PARKYAKARKUS. 





Flagstad Scrams, 
Mature, Peck In 
N.Y. at LaGuardia 


Storms that nearly flooded New 
York’s La Guardia Airport the mid- 
dle of last week kept many pas- 
sengers on the ground, but it didn’t 
cut down the usual large number of 
film stars to whom coast-to-coast 
flights are like a Fifth avenue bus- 
ride. Not the least among the de- 
partures ‘was that of Norwegian so- 
| prano Kirsten Flagstad, who took off 
‘for London after releasing a state- 
ment defending her wartime sojourn 
abroad. 


That Big Hunk O’ Man 


Headlining the domestic travelers 
\ ; Victor Mature, who completed 
a visit to New York, having left 
La Guardia field aboard an Eastern 
Air Lines plane bound for Louis- 
ville. He will visit his mother in the 
Blue Grass State. A few hours after 
Mature left, Jean Arthur arrived 
from the Coast and hurried through 
the airport to New York, unrecog- 
| nized by fans, 
| Fred Astaire wasn’t flying him- 
self, but he was out the same after- 
noon to see some friends off for Hol- 
lywood. 

Greg Peck Arrives 








Gregory Peck arrived from the 
|Coast on American Airlines with 
his wife, Greta, and actress Anne 
| Revere to shoot scenes of his forth- 
| coming 20th-Fox picture, “Gentle- 
;man’s Agreement.” by Laura Z. 
|Hobson. Peck will play the part of 
|the writer who “becomes” a Jew 
| to obtain material for a magazine 
|article exposing anti-Semitism. Peck 
| said that they expect to be in New 
York a week or 10 days, depending 
upon the weather. Miss Revere 
will play Peck’s mother in “Agree- 
ment.” 


Day In for Benny Broadcast 


Dennis Day arrived a few minutes 
later on TWA. to appear on Jack 
Benny’s final Sunday broadcast of 
the season. He appeared on Ben- 
ny’s program and flew richt back to 
appear on his own, “A Day in the 
Life of Dennis Day,” tonight (28). 


Having completed business in 
New York, Jack Dempsey left for 
the film capital aboard a TWA Con- 
stellation for a vacation. Later the 
|; Same day Gene Tunney was seen 


| in the airport administration build- 
ing. 





Joseph Mankiewicz, film director, 
| arrived at La Guardia for the open- 
ing 0° his picture, “The Ghost and 
Mrs. Muir.” 

Seen around the airport milk bar 
was actor George Sanders before his 
devarture for the Coast. 

Actress Lucille Ball, wl.o flew in 
| from the Coast last week to appear 
on a Sunday radio show, left for 
Chicago for a two-day visit. 





: Sad ati AR 


| Jerry Colonna’s Vauders 
| ‘Jerry Colonna, who last summer 
j spent his vacation from the Bob 
| Hope show doing one-nighters with 
a band, is going into theatres this 
year. aes 

He’s been booked for week of 
June 12 at the Hippodrome, Balti- 
more, 


with other dates being § set. 


| Harry Romm is handling. ; : 





+ tJune 3, 


reviews, hence the coin into the 
dian. 


take out an estimated $44,000, ba 


money, with a gross of $29,706, at 
Benny may go above the first 
fina] session at the theatre. 
starting Memorial Day (Friday), 
Benny’s company consists of 


the engagement. 


CATHOLIC ACTORS PLAN 


patron saint of actors, were formu- 


will be erected on the 
Charles M. Schwab estate at Loretto, 
Pa., now occupied by the Francisan 
Fathers, 


Idea for shrine came from the 
the late Walter J. Piimmer, N. Y. 
theatrical booker and agent for 
many years. Father Plimmer, prior 
to entering priesthood, had been his 
father’s assistant in booking buSiness 
and had also been a legit actor, ap- 
pearing in stock and several Broad- 
way productions. Group met for first 
time Saturday (24) and another 
meeting of Coast members is set for 


Hollywood in August for further 
ratification of Father Plimmer’s 
plan, 

George Buck, exec secretary of 


the Catholic Actors Guild of Amer- 
ica, is serving as temporary chair- 
man of group, with headquarters in 
the Hotel Astor, N. Y. 


Pils Becomes Peals 
As Part of Yank Yen 
To Simplify Billing 


For the same linguistic reasons 
that Fernand Gravey became Gya- 
vet, and in reverse Corinne Calvet 





France) became Calvay—a curious 
contradiction in itself — Lucienne 
Boyer’s husband, Jacques Pils is 


now Peals. That's his billing when 
he opens tomorrow (Thurs.) night 
at the Hotel Plaza’s Persian Room, 
N.Y., as the windup attraction for 
that room before its customary 
summer shuttering. Incidentally 
Peals thus becomes cafe opposition 
to his wife who is in her 15th week 
at Cafe Society Uptown, N. Y. 

_ When Peals was his original Gal. 
lic patronymic Pils, he was part- 
nered with Georges Tabet. When a 
prewar Franco-British gagster para- 
phrased it to “Pills and Tablets,” 
this resulted in the billing switch. 
As for Gravey, when Warner im- 
ported the French juvenile, the 
masterminds on billing matters fig- 
ured they'd better take no chance 
on any culinary punning, hence the 
switch to’ Gravet. On the other 
hand, circa 1947, when millions of 
GIs got to know the French final 
“et,” particularly on surnames, is 
pronounced “ay,” none the less 
Mile. Calvet is now 'Calvay. (Para- 
mount apparently forgot it hasn't 
bothered the Chevrolet people for 
many generations), 





H’WOOD AZ IZ TO SELL 
PUBLIC VIA 50 SHORTS 


Hollywood, May 27. 

Erie Johnston, arriving tomorrow 
(Wednesday ) morning, 
with producers, writers, 
and actors in the evening for further 
| discussions on a plan to present 
Hollywood as it actually is” to the 
| public, via a series of 50 short sub- 
| jects. Meetings on 
beled “This Is Hollywood,” have 
| been going on at the Academy be- 
| tw een various groups joining in on 
the public relations job. 


will 





| Johnston is also slated to address 
the Screen Writers Guild meeting 


TS OP Meine os 


Benny’s gross means a profitable week for both the st 
theatre. Benny’s share of the $148,000 figure means the co 


of the b.o. over $140,000. That so' far is a record for an 
Had theatre gross hit an additional $3,000, a recession dea] 
gone into effect. Deal would cut back to = $25,000 guarante 
of the gross beyond $100,000, and Benny’s cut would have p» 

As it is, Benny broke the Sunday recdrd in both atte 


He'll have a lush three-da 


Reynolds and the Sportsmen Quartet, which wasn’t overworked 
Layout did 32 shows for the week. 





SHRINE TO PATRON SAINT 


Plans for a shrine to St. Genesius, 


lated last week at a meeting of a 
new group of radio, stage.and screen 
performers called The Genesians. It 
former 


Rev. Walter J. Plimmer, Jr., son of 


(Paramount's new film import from | 


meet | 
directors | 


the plan, la- | 


Jack Benny's 446 Cut on $148.00 


While Jack Benny failed to break the Roxy record dur 
week at that house, the $148,000 he pulled is believed to 
draw for any stage attraction at the house. Belief is predi 
fact that film, “The Brasher Doubloon” (20th), received g 


ing his § 
be a redens 
cated on the 


J eneral] 
Roxy is credited solely to the ny 


ar and the 
Median wj 

sed ona $40,000 guarantee and sex 
yY Stage act, 
would have 
e€, plus 50% 
een $50,500, 
ndance and 


$1.50 top. 


week's coin dureng his second and 


y weeken 
generally a good day in the theatre 
Phil Harris, Rochester. Marjorie 


during 


‘Good Publicity’ Alone 
Prompted Jack Benny 
To Accept Vaude Dates 


Whether or not he breaks the box. 
office record at the Roxy, N. Y., Jack 
Benny has his.own reasons for what 
many in show business thought was 








“taking an awful chance,” when he 
decided on his current vaude pers 
sonals. 

The comedian doesn’t think 0, 
Even if he doesn't repeat his sock 
of shattering the Chicago theatre, 
jChi, record by $23,000, in hitting 


| $113,466 on the week, at no advance 
|in prices. To Benny the three weeks 
jin the vaudfilmers “constitute just 
| good publicity.” 


The comedian admits he has no 
picture forthcoming which he must 
ballyhoo; he has no weakie radio 
program which he must bolster with 
a personal appearance. And he also 
concurs with many of the Broadway 
show-bunch that a half hour on the 
air reaches more people than he 
could in dozens of Roxys. But, none 
the less, he feels it’s good sh)wman- 
ship and a good publicity stunt. 

It’s the first time in 10 years that 
Benny has done a yaudeville act, 
per se. He’s done the usual benefits, 
war tours, etc,, but never as an 
“act.” A charity show, in fact, is 
chasing him back to the Coast, com- 
bined with the graduation of his 
adopted son. The charity is a Kan- 
sas City benefit for a hospital. 
| If it hadn’t been for his seagonal 
| blowoff radio program the past Sun- 
{day he wouldn’t have undertaken 
'the current vaude stint, he could 
/have coasted the last couple of 
weeks. But even the Fred Allen- 
| Benny cross-guesting has redounded 
ito benefit of boxoffice in the theatre 
dates. 





Krasna to Marx to Benny 
Holly wood, May 27. 


Jack Benny may do the legit com- 
edy which Groucho Marx and Nor- 
man Krasna wrote as a vehicle for 
'the-former. Marx now agimits it may 
'be better for Benny, who will try 
lit out: at the Pasadena Playhouse 
| this summer with an eye possibly 
{to a Broadway run, pre-picturizatvion, 








Lilian Harvey Breaks Up 
Hunt for Castle, Villa 
With Revue Bookings 


Brussels, May 22. 

Dressed as a boy in a grey suit, 
Lilian Harvey arrived here three 
days ago to play the leading role m2 
the Alhambra Theatre's new revue, 
“Paris qui s’amuse,” by Jean Valmy 
and Jules Bor. 

Miss Harvey revealed that the ob- 
ject of her continental trip was 
recover her Cannes villa, still requ 
sitioned by the Allied troops, as well 
as regain her Hungarian castle 
which, she said, was seized first by 
the Germans, then by the Russians. 
While in Paris the star filled & 
month's singing engagement. 

Following her Paris warbling an 
Miss Harvey was offered the lea 
role in “Parés qui s'amuse” and = 
| mediately accepted. Between a 
rehearsals the actress said she a 
| been able to settle the problem © 
her Cannes villa and as for her Hum 
‘garian castle she expressed the neve 
that she would be able to make 
| flying visit to the scene betwee? pee 
ther engagements in England “te 
Sweden, Actress also disclosed rr 
she had been approached ‘to appea 





in a French film to be made !9 — 
and indicated that she ! ace 
unless she inks a pact on H !'¥¥ ed 
offers which had been submit on 
eoese, vor 


eye Sus 


'‘ previously. 
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Comparative Figures Ist Quarter 


Latest comparative returns for all majors except United Artists are 
tabulated in the following. Percentage rise or drop in net profits are 


also indicated: 
% Gain or 


PICTURES g 








DDING 





EXHIBS. RESIST 
UNNATURAL RISE 


The exhibs’ pet bogey, a predicted 














ompany Period Reported "47 Net 46 Net Di 
Batewobis, 39 weeks ended 3/29...... $4,640,000 $4,275,000 8%C 
Metro, 28 weeks ended 3/13.......... 8,596,779 8,952,056 4%D 
Paramount, first quarter ended 4/5.. 9,522,000 11,587,000 17%D 
RKO, first quarter ended 3/20....... 2,270,683 3,675,954 33% D 
20th-Fox, first quarter ended 3/29.... 5,897,603 6,241,953 5%D 
Universal, 13 weeks ended 2/1..... ‘ 756,543 934,506 19%D 
Warner Bros., 18 weeks ended 11/30.. 7,203,000 4,300,000 80%G 





Despite Recession Talk, 7 Majors 


$38 -900,000 Proft 


Compares OK With $40,000,000 in “46 


for Ist Quarter 





Despite forecasts of 

weather for the film industry, in 
1¥47, major company profits are 
holding the line firmly. With all 
seven majors (United Artists ex- 
eepted) reporting at least the first 
quarter of the current stanza, the 
net take has sagged only 242% from 
the all-time high scored in 1946, 
checkup by Variety discloses. To 
date, the seven top companies have 
raked in a total of $38,900,000 in 
rofits against last year’s compara- 
five of $40,000,000. 

What's more, all signs point to a 
high in costs rather than a drop in 
patronage as aceounting for the 
glight falling off in profits. Gross 
revenues for 20th-Fox, Warner Bros. 
and Metro, the three companies re- 
porting them quarterly, rose 8% over 
the total garnered in °'46. Metro’s 
for a half-year hit $56,655,000 against 
$55,335,000; WB’s touched $42,636,000 
against $37,896,000 for the first quar- 
ter; while 20th’s in the opening 
quarter reached $48,944,024 com- 
pared with $46,390,000 last year. 

Higher costs on pix are taking 
their toil on profits, film financiers 
say, with upped amortizations mak- 
ing their dent in the net. Picture- 
by-picture and  theatre-by-theatre 
selling which the decree initiated 


(Continued on page 22) 


WANGER’S CLOSER TIE-IN 
WITH BERNHARD’S FC 


Closer tieup between Film Classics 
and Walter Wanger Productions was 
set this week when David Tannen- 
baum, veepee of the Wanger outfit, 
was elected to FC’s board of direc- 
tors. Reciprocal move, it’s under- 
stood, lies ahead in whieh Joseph 
Bernhard, FC prez, will be named 
as v.p. of Wanger’s company, Re- 
portedly, the interlocking process is 
part of a pact whereby FC will 
handle worldwide distribution on a 
number of old Wanger pix. 

Complete hold on FC’s 28 ex- 
changes throughout the U. S. will 
Probably be put through during the 
current week. Company has been 
rapidly picking up the franchises 
from holders and the last negotia- 
tions covering sections of the south 
are close to inking. 


Johnston on GOP 
Slate in the Wind 


Washington, May 27. 

Eric Johnston will be one of the 
headline Speakers at the three-day 
invention of the Young Repub- 
Can National Federation in Mil- 
Waukee. He will address the annual 

anquet on June 7. 

This will be Johnston's first out- 
and-out political address to a politi- 
Cal gathering in some time and has 
revived talk here of the Motion 
N re Assn. prexy for either the 
le, 1 or No. 2 spot on the GOP na- 
_— slate. Johnston, himself, has 

is Siven any indication lately of 

thoughts in that direction. 


BOHEM’S DEBUT 
Hollywood, May 27. 

ppdward G. Robinson will star in 
Tamount’s “The Night Has a 
Ousand Eyes,” which rolls early 
m June. John Farrow will direct. 
This marks the first production 
t for Endre Bohem. eee Oe 











stormy + 





Nelson, Harmon to Rep 
Producers at D.C. Meet 


Hollywood, May 27. 

Donald Nelson and Francis Har- 
mon will represent film producers in 
Washington, D. C., June 4, at a con- 
ference with the American Bar 
Assn.’s committee to devise ways 
and means to combat crime through 
pix, radio and newspaper comic 
strips. 

In addition to the film reps, the 
huddle will be attended by Justin 
Miller of the National Assn. of 
Broadeasters; Cranston Williams of 
the American Newspaper Publish- 
ers Assn., and several wire service 
chiefs. 


20ths ‘Black Rose 
Nix Keys Caution 
On Super’ Prods. 


There’s little likelihood that any 
studio will take a ehance on super- 
cost production until the present 
economie g@onditions settle them- 


selves. Evidence of this was seen 
last week in the announcement that 
20th-Fox had decided to postpone 
indefinitely the $5,000,000-budgeted 











Metro Unworried 
Hollywood, May 27. 


Henry Henigson, veteran pro- 
duction executive, has been 
named Metro’s representative 
and liaison man on Walter 
Wanger’s $6,000,000 “Joan of 
Arc” production. Picture is being 
made for Metro release, and 
latter studio is understood put- 
ting up a good portion of the 
dough. Spokesman for both con- 
firmed the report that Henigson 
had been put on the job, but 
were vague as to exact nature 
of his duties. 

Metro statement was to effect 
that Henigson would act as 
liaison for studio. Understood, 
however, that he will be con- 
nected with the financial end 
of the deal. 


ES 
“Black Rose.” 20th’s decision is ex- 
pected to set a pattern for the en- 
tire industry. ; 
Darryl F. Zanuck, 20th production 
chief, announced frankly that the 
move was necessary because of the | 
“uncertainty of prevailing business 
conditions throughout the country.” 
Homeoffice chiefs interpreted this as 
meaning that Zanuck was unwilling 
to gamble on having to liquidate 
such an expensive film in a possibly 
depressed market, pointing out that 
there are certain uncontrollable pro- 


erations. 
reached by sales execs who say that 
terms have held because the exhibs 


contested by 


Big Nine boxoffice winners. 


(M-G), ; 
“Dishonored Lady” (UA) and “Best 
Years’ (RKO). Runners-up include | 





rise in rentals as result of competi- 
tive bidding, has failed to turn up | 
in the first six months of test op- 
That’s the 


amlesese 
conciusion 


“are playing them close to the 
chest.” In the first flurry of decree 
selling, prices on pix started to 
climb but the operators “discovered 
what they were doing and terms 
levelled off.” 

Reaction of sales forces to the 
phenomenon is mixed. “While it 
would be nice to get more for our 
pictures, there’s another angle,” one 
exec said. “Our lawyers think it’s 
going to carry some weight with the 
U.S. Supreme Court when they take 
on the case. After all, the exhibitors 
have been crying that the decree is 
all one way—in favor of the com- 
panies and against the independent 
theatre owner. Statistics will prove 
otherwise.” 

Widespread allergy on the part of 
exhibs to pushing each other’s terms 
skyward got its initial shove from 
exhib outfits which advised members 
not to vie with each other for pix. 
That simmered down after it was 


(Continued on page 22) 





Izvestia Invective Vs. 
Robt. Taylor Because 
Of ‘Song of Russia’ Pic 


Robert Taylor’s sounding off be- | 


fore the House Un-American Affairs 
Committee that he was ordered by 
higher-ups to appear in 


of Russia,’ has come in for that 
w.k. Izvestia treatment in Russia. 
(Izvestia isn’t Russian for invective, 
but it could be.) Taylor, who is 
among the few American film actors 
known to and heretofore liked by 
the Russians, ran the usual] gamut of 
editorial abuse ranPBing 
“coward” to “bourgeois hypocrite.” 

In his testimony before the House 
committee in Hollywood, Taylor 
charged last week that “Song” was 
loaded with pro-Soviet propaganda 
and that a State Department agent 
forced him to complete his starring 
role before he was permitted to 
enter the Navy in 1944. In rebuttal, 


that the picture was made as a 
friendly gesture to a wartime ally 
but contained no politics in its simple 
love story. Mayer declared that the 
film could just as well have been 
(Continued on page, 24) 


Metro’s | 
allegedly pro-Communist film, “Song 


NTALS VIA Bl 


Mary Pickford Holding Out For 
$15,000,000 UA Sellout; Decision 


On Si Fabian Bid 





i 

Walker, Grayson For 
Mozart-Mesmer Yarn 

Hollywood, May 27. 
Metro Robert Walker and 
Kathryn Grayson for starring roles 
in “The Triumph of Music,” based 
'on lives of Mozart and Dr. Mesmer. 
Walker will play Mozart, Miss 
Grayson the role of blind pianist, 
| Maria Theresa, with whom both the 
| composer and physician, who intro- 
}duced hypnotism, were in love. 
| Writer Sonya Levien is en route to 
Europe for research. 


Deflates Theory 
407 of B.O. Tax 


Comes From Pix 


| 


h; r 
NaS set 








Washington, May 27. | 


Bureau of Internal Revenue be- 


gan today to issue its admission 


taxes’ monthly report in a new form 
for clarification, but warned that 
any efforts to figure the motion pic- 
| ture share of the admissions bite at 
90%, or close to that figure, was | 
probably completely erroneous. The 
| new system will serve as a more ac- 
curate guide to show b)iz officials 
who look to the tax figures for in- 
l-formation, but will merely indicate 
| trends in the general boxoffice pic- 
ture. 

| “The figures on the enclosed table 
for ‘general admissions’ should not 
| be misunderstood,” said a Revenue 
| Bureau statement. “While obvious- 





(Continued on page 20) 
| | 
' 
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| Wurtzel & Co.’s Close Call | 





Hollywood, May 27. 
Sol Wurtzel, Howard Sheehan; his | 
executive assistant, and Eugene 
| Forde, director, narrowly escaped 


fell on them on the set of Wurtzel’s | 
“The Invisible Wall” at Morey- 
Sutherland studios. 

All three suffered cuts and 
bruises. Film was held up for two 
hours. 








Biz at film theatres of key cities 
shapes a bit better this stanza with 
the release of stronger fare, Dut 
rain and hot weather have taken 
a toll in several localities. Many 
houses are bringing in new fare to 
take advantage of the long Memorial 
Day weekend in the coming ses- 
sion. Strong product, especially that 
which has been widely ballyhooed, 
is doing okay even in spots where 
there is an offish trend. 
“Duel in Sun” (SRO) again is 
pacing the field but is being closely 
“Farmer’s Daughter” 
(RKO). Despite playing in a num- 
ber of holdover dates, “Egg and 


_ National Boxoffice Survey 


Some Keys Improve, Weather Bops Others—‘Duel,’ 
‘Daughter,’ ‘Egg,’ ‘Carrolls’ Top Big Nine | 





;in néxt at N. Y. Capitol, shows only 


moderate takings currently. | 
“Cheyenne” (WB), also new, is 
thin in St. Louis. Same is true of | 
“Fun on Weekend” (UA). “The | 


Web” (U), on initial dates in L.A. | 
shapes fairly good. } 

“Calendar Girl’ (Rep) will land | 
a big week in Omaha with band on 
stage. “Happened on Fifth Ave.” 
(Mono), due in soon at N. Y. Rivoli, 
is pacing Buffalo and solid o hold- | 
over in L.A. “That's My Man” (Rep) 
will hit $23,000 or better in current 
Boston frame. 

“Odd Man Out” (U) is not doing 
comparatively as well around the | 





(U) is a strong third among the 


Others in order of biz done and 
playdates are “Two Mrs. Carrolls” 
(WB), “Calcutta” (Par), “Yearling 


keys this frame as in N. Y. but 
still is taking nice profit in a few 
spots. “Bells of San Angelo” (Rep) 
shapes for $22,000 or over in two 
L.A. theatres. 





“Imperfect Lady’’ (Par), 








duction factors that zoom the budget |«“sea of Grass” (M-G), “Home- | 
skyhigh and which must be taken stretch” (20th) and “Smash-Up” | 
more into consideration under pres-'! (U). 


ent conditions. . 

Studio would be unwise to build 
up costly inventories now, the 
spokesmen 
convert into cash the pictures ai- 


only a few 

i . . 
said, but must rathéfTfions (CO) shapes as standort-with | mittee, 
a fine $135,000 at N. Y. Music Hall. | 
“BPramed” (Col), another such new 


Among new entries, appearing in | 


theatres or making their 


“Great Expecta- | 


nitial appearance, 





ready completed as soon as possible. 
That's the reason, it was pointed out, 


(Continued on page 18) 


(Complete Boxoffice Reports on 


| Pages 12-13.) 





Goldwyn’s D. C. Testimony | 


Samuel Goldwyn has been sub- 
penaed for appearance before the | 
House Un-American Activities Com- 
in..Mashington, on’ June 16. 

The producer will be a friendly 
witness, giving what information he 


opener, reports strong biz in several possesses on Communistic activities | 
keys. “High Barbaree” (M-G), due i-within the industry. 


PICKFORD RESUMES 


Due Today (Wed.) 


Negotiations by Si Fabian, large- 


}scale circuit operator, and his syn- 


dicated backing via the First Na- 
tional Bank of Boston, for an. oute 
right purchase of United Artists 
went into high again this week. 
Possibility of closing a deal is 
gauged at 60-40 by those in the 


know. Fabian’s toughest mut, which 
he’ll try to crack at a pavoff meet 
set for today (Wednesday), is the 


demand by co-owner Mary Pick- 


ford for an upping of the price to 


$15,000,000, or thereabouts, plus fur- 


| ther assurances that the slice of the 
| coin, not on the line, will be paid 


on due date 


Critical huddle takes place this 
(Wed.) evening at the Rye, N. Y., 
home of attorney Arnold Grant, 


repping Miss Pickford. Also check- 


ing in at the meet will be Charles 
Schwartz (& Frohlich), legalite 
fronting for Charles Chaplin, Miss 
Pickford’s partner in UA, Fabian, 
and Serge Semenenko, v.p. of the 
First National. Semenenko is also 
speaking for a wealthy midwest 
group interested in supplying part 


|of the cash required. The Rye locale 


is still 
emer- 
White 


was chosen because Grant 
convalescing following an 
gency appendectomy at 
Plains hospital last week. 
Miss Pickford and Chaplin have 
remained on the Coast, keeping the 
(Continued on page 24) 


| PICTURE PRODUCTION 
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Hollywood, May 27. 
Mary Pickford returned to active 
/film production yesterday (Mon.) 
with the start of “Sleep, My Love,” 
| co-starring Claudette Colbert, Don 
| Ameche and Robert Cummings, on 


from} ly the movies are responsible for a|the Hal Roach lot. Picture, slated 


{for United Artists release, rolled 
under.the banner of Triang’ Pro- 
ductions, in which Buddy .ogers 


and Ralph Cohn are partners. 
Former star has made numerous 
announcements of impending produc- 
tion during the last five years but 
“Sleep” is her first actual filming 
chore since she co-produced “One 


Metro chief Louis B. Mayer declared | serious injury when a “wild wall” | Rainy Afternoon” and “The Gay 












































Desperado” with Jesse Lasky in 
1936. 
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Do you know of any picture that was ever received 


more enthusiastically than “Great Expectations”? 


Kate Cameron in the DAILY NEWS 


e ‘‘ ‘Great Expectations’ is as brilliant a transposition of novel 
fo screen as any in the history of moving pictures....1! 
recommend with all my heart to those to whom Dickens is 
still a closed book, a visit to the Music Hall, where they may 
make a short cut to the acquaintance of one of the great 
novelists of the Victorian era. The picture is an enchanting 
reproduction of the book in that it demands your full attention 
... The story is guaranteed to keep you enthralled during its 
two hours of running time.”’ 


Archer Winsten in the N. Y. POST 


@ ‘‘The arrival of the British film, ‘Great Expectations’ at 
the Music Hall marks nothing less than a new era in the trans- 
fer of literary masterpieces to the screen. ... For delight in 
sheer perfection of movie making, the movie ‘Great Expecta- 
tions’ is breath-taking.”’ 


Cecelia Ager in PM 


@ ‘‘ ‘Great Expectations’ is a lovable giant of a picture, great 
in conception, great in execution, great in the thousands of 
satisfactions it- accords. Rich, substantial, savory: soundly 
built, beautifully lucid, infinitely tender, it is a masterpiece of 
the story telling art, a great movie that does a great novel full 
justice, and more. It takes a classic of English literature and 
out of its appreciation and enjoyment of it, out of its under- 
standing love for it, dramatizes, points up, and intensifies its 
values. The basic quality of ‘Great Expectations’ is romantic 
entertainment: it is full of the joy and richness of life. . . . In 


' direction, mood, production, acting, writing, sound, photog- 


raphy, it is very nearly flawless.”” 


Eileen Creelman in the N. Y. SUN 


@ ‘*‘Great Expectations’ is one of the top English films, a 


pleasure to Dickens’ readers, a picture that may send millions 
back to re-reading the classics.’’ 
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Bosley Crowther in the N. Y. TIMES 


@ ‘“‘If there is any lingering necessity of inspiring more Charles 
Dickens fans—not to mention more fans for British movies— 
the thing that should certainly do the job is the film made from 
‘Great Expectations’, which came to the Music Hall yester- 
day. For here in. a perfect motion picture, made in England 
(where it should have been made), the British have done for 
Dickens what they did for Shakespeare with ‘Henry V’: they 
have proved that his works have more life in them than almost 
anything now written for the screen.”’ 


Howard Barnes in the N. Y. HERALD TRIBUNE _ 


@ *‘A celebrated novel has been served superlatively in the 
screen adaptation of ‘Great Expectations’. The new British 
film at the Music Hall realizes the heart, humor and dramatic 
excitement of the Dickens work in engrossing cinematic terms. 
. In short, this J. Arthur Rank Cineguild Production is a 
rare and memorable. motion picture. Good sense and artistry 
have gone into every reel of the film... . A screen entertains 
ment of stature and irresistible appeal has come to town.”’ 


Frank Quinn in the DAILY MIRROR 


@ ‘‘The Universal-International release of the British-filmed 
novel has the quality of enduring greatness. All the characters 
get the breath of life in this celluloid rebirth. . . . ‘Great Ex- 
pectations’ is a great picture, fulfilling, with no trace of 
“dissapointment, the promise of its title.”’ 


Rose Pelswick in the N. Y. JOURNAL-AMERICAN 


e@ ‘* ‘Great Expectations’ is a screen classic, a beautiful, sensi- 
tive translation of the novel by Charles Dickens. All the 
characters, the quiet charm and the well-knit melodramatics 
of the novel are spun out with wondrous skill.”’ 


Alton Cook in the N. Y¥. WORLD-TELEGRAM 


e ‘Hail to the luck and the art that have made the English 
version of ‘Great Expectations’ such a good picture. The 
people at the Music Hall choose carefully, with an inspectorial 
eye about stars and box office values. But as the Music Hall 
people knew when they booked ‘Great Expectations’, the news 
of a good picture gets around in phenomenally short time... 
Here is the realm of great movie entertainment—and, why 
don’t we have more of it.”” 


ai the Radio City Music Hall. 
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U.S. Consul in Havana Preparing 


Handbook to Guide Yank Producers 


Experiences of an American 
dependent film unit in making what 
is believed to be the first full-length 
feature ever to be produced in 
Havana by a Yank company, has 
resulted in the preparation of a 30- 
page report at the request of the 
American consul—a handbook of 
Cuban pic production problems, and 
how to avoid ‘em. Pamphlet, by 
Dr. Luis Rodriguez Molina, has been 


eompleted and is to be distributed 
by the U. S. Government to inter- 
es ' American film firms. 

With the idea of taking = ad- 
Vauiage of the atmosphere = and 
natural backgrounds of the Cuban 
Capital, company known as Pamar 
Piciures, backed by American and 
@Guban capital, was organized last 
winter to produce “Sarumba,” a 
musical. Some five weeks of shooi- 


ing wound up the film the end _ of 


April. Marion directed a cast 





in-+ 


{ 


' 
{ 


in- 


cluding Michael Whalen, Doris Dowl- | 


ing, Tommy Wonder and Dolores 
Tatum while Jay Victor scripted. 
Local attorney Molina assisted in the 
picture’s production. 

“Sarumba,” according to George 
P. Quigley of Century Productions, 
sponsers of the film through Pamar. 
was made at Havana's National 
Studio where he found labor costs 
about half of what they are in the 
U. S. Technicians union, he said, 
was especially cooperative and their 
eceles were fair. 

In cOntrast, Quigley declared. the 
lecal talent union known as the Assn. 
of Cuban Artists, had a penchant for 
“nadding their bill.” For self-pro- 
tection, he said, it was necessary to 
scrutinize every item. He also GCis- 
covered the tradespeople as experts 
in cooking up phony invoices and 


specifieally cited his difficulty with 
® caterer on this score. 
These instanees, Quigley pointed 


out, were not the only problems fac- 
ing a film preducer in Havana. An- 
other oddity he encountered was the 
strange inability of the Cubzns to 
adjust themselves to precision terp- 
ing as in a chorus line. As individ- 
uals they're top dancers, but as a 
group they can’t master co-ordire - 
tion, he said. In addition, two days’ 
production time were lost due to the 
language barrier between _ their 
American cameraman and the Span- 
ish-speaking boss electrician. 


Quigley, who has a release deal 
for “Sarumba” pending, revealed 
that this pic represents his com- 


pany’s first white feature. 
ly Century had produeed industrial 
films as well as Negro pictures. He 
added that his firm expected to make 
another film in Havana, possibly 
late next September. 


Metro’s 2 Van Jobnson 





Pix Too Close Together 


Meiro this week shifted its trade- 
screening schedule, postponing a 
scheduled showing of “Romanee of 
Rosy Ridge” to some time next 
menth. Reasen given by homeoffice 
officials was that with “High Bar- 
beree,” Van Johnson starrer, coming 
out this month, there’s no particular 
rush to release “Romance,” 
alse stars Johnson. Metro. conse- 
quently, is taking advantage of this 
te get other completed pictures out 
ef the way first. 

“Romanee” is. still earmarked for 
Auzust release but the company 
meanwhile will concentrate on 
“Fiesta.” which will be screened 
next month and released in July. 
Publicity campaign on “Fiesta” has 
already teed off in Los Angeles and, 


with the current boeking logiam in| 


that city, it’s imperative that the pie- 
ture be pushed out as soon as pos- 
sible to take advantage of the pub- 
licity while it’s still hot. 

Reversing the trend established 
by most other studios by expanding 
jis production activities to their 
greatest peak in recent months, 


Sirk Forms New Indie; 
‘2 Hearts’ Ist on Sked 


Hollywood, May 27, 
Douglas Film Corp., production 
company, was fofmed here by Doug- 
las Sirk in association with Dr. 
Mercel Frym and Robert Erlik, pro- 


ducers with European backgrounds. | 


Indie outfit’s first picture will: be 
“Two Hearts in 
Time,” remake of the filmusical made 
in Vienna 15 years ago. Robert 
Stolz will compose new 
the film. 


Par’s ‘Task Force’ Bally 
Teams to Bear Down On- 
The More Expensive Pix 


Current stress on big-budget pix 
as the antidote to dwindling grosses 
has Curtis Mitchell, Paramount's 
ad-publicity head, mulling a scheme 
to segmentalize his department into 
teams concentrating-solely on 
film at ae time. Blueprint 
reached the stage, Mitchell said last 
week, where Par has cancelled a 
proposed slash of the company’s 
all-year ad-pub outlay, 





towards diminishing expenditures. 


Par, instead, will expand its home- } 
few | 


office flackery in the next 
weeks to push heavy-money prod- 
uct now in the works. 

“My idea, as yet tentatively for- 
mulated, is to assign teams to each 
of the big films to be released in 
the future,” Mitchell explained. 
“These groups would have little or 
no responsibility on any but the 
one film slotted for them. In that 
way, it’s our feeling that a bangup 
job can be done for eaech-of the top 
films that come off the lot.” 

Drawing from war 
Mitchell said each group would be 


a “task force” with a single job in| 


mind. Once a film was played off, 
the unit could take hold of another 
feature. With the patrons flocking 
to the double-A films while giving 


the middling product the go-by, 
Mitchell thinks it’s all the more 
necessary to bat out prime ex- 


'ploitation for the big-grossing pix. 


Previous- | 


Mitchell is currently considering 
the names of a number of flacks as 
prospective additions to his staff. 
Early move is necessary, he said, 
since Par wants to get moving on 


\“Dear Ruth’ and “Welcome Stran- 


ger.” the company’s next two top 
releases. Enlarged forces are also 
called for by “Unconquered.” the 


|Cecil B. De Mille spectacular which 


‘lease 


which | 


hits the screens this fall. and “The 
Emperor Waltz,” the Bing Crosby- 
Joan Fontaine starrer set for 
in the spring. Total produc- 
tion nut for the two is $9,000,000. 


REP. AT ITS BUSIEST, 
15 FILMS READ 


Hollywood, May 27. 
While other studios are putting on 
the brakes, Allen Wilson, vice-presi- 
dent in charge of production at Re- 
public, announced the busiest film- 
ing program in the history of that 





‘lot. Eight producers, he declared, are 
| readying a total of 15 major stories, 


Metre has found that the hpyo in| 


picture-making has paid off. For the 
first time since before the war, the 
company’s finished product is ahead 
of the release schedule, with 14 films 


' Auer, 
“Come and Get Me,” and Edward J. | 


not counting the Feldman-Milestone 
production, “The Red Pony,” which 
went into work last week. 


Producers prepping pictures fer 
early filming are: Frank Borzage. 
“Crosswinds;” Alan Dwan, “Money 
to Burn;” Edmund Grainger, “The 
Fabulous Texan” and “Wake of the 
Red Witch;”’ John H. Auer, “Don 


Careless” and “Mike Was a Ladvy:” | 


Alfred Santell, “Sea of Darkness” 


“and “The Miracle of Charlie Dakin:” 


Joe Kane, “Menierey;’ Stephen 


“The Defense Rests” 


White. “Sing of the Golden West” 
and “The Golden Stallion.” Current- 


new either finished or close enough | ly facing the lenses are “Driftwood” 
te completion te be given a release | 47d “On the Old Spanish Trail.” 


date. Ease in the jamup at the Tech- 
nicoler studios had much to do with 
the backlog buildup. 

Despite the bolstered backlog. 


however, company officials declared Quarterly dividend 





LOEW'S 371/4¢ DIVVY 
Loew’s stockholders were voted a 
last week of 


there's little likelihood of a boost | 37'2c per share on the company’s 


in releases, at least for the time’! common _siock, payable. June.20 te | 


being. Current schedule of two or Stockholders on record June 13. 


three features released each month 
is about all the first run 
wil] sbserb, they. said. 


market board at a 
1 (21), 


Dividend was voied.by the Loew’s 
meeting Wednesday 


Three-Quarter | 


music for 


one | 
has | 


thereby | 
reversing the trend of other majors | 


phraseology, | 


| 
re- | 


and | 


| 
j 








ree 


| GEORGE GIVO; 

W. E. Oliver, Los Angeles 
j}aminer, said: “If you ever saw 
great French actor, 
screen, you'll understand 


Ex- 


how 


Givot’s intimate drolleries with the 


Wewelieh lanawiin es nioeases Aa trane 
NBuiSH ianguage piease patrons... 
Currently Capitol Theatre 
Washington, D. C. 


Cartoon-Making 








Hollywood, May 27. 
Cartoon market is getting a con- 
siderable kicking around, with Para- 
to drop “Little Lulu” 
series early in June. Columbia hav- 


|ing discontinued “Screen Gems” and 
George Pal turning from his short 
|“Puppetoons” tu features and com- 
'mercial films. 


| Reported Paramount will not re- 
new “Lulu” after current contract, 
calling for eight shorts annually, 
winds up. Series has been in exist- 
ence about three years. Columbia 
last week completed final “Gems,” 
Pal currently delivering final two 
Puppetoons, each with combo live 
action and puppets, to Paramount. 


costs in turning out 
reason for animation 


mount due 


Excessive 
cartoons is 


producers giving up the cartoon 
|ghest. During the last year labor 
costs have risen 41%, Technicolor 


prices up le per foot, retroactive to 
Jan. 1, 1947. 
average cartoon could be produced 
and completed for around $17,000. 
same subject now stands producer 
$25,000 or more. With exhibs re- 
fusing to boost ante for cartoons, 
producers have to wait at_ least 
three years to see if they even make 
a profit, which few are able to do. 
Result is many producers are turn- 
ing to comercial and_ industrial 
| films, which are made on cost-plus 
| basis, 
| what they stand to make and re- 
alization of profits being immediate. 


first to drop out entirely from enter- 
|tainment cartoon 
, asked for release from his deal with 
| United Artists and entered commer- 
|cial and educational field complete- 
ily. Walter Lantz is augmenting car- 
‘toon activities with extensive oper- 
| ations in the commercial market, in 
/order to maintain large staff he has 
‘built up over period of years. Lantz 
recently bowed out of his deal with 
| Universal-International,: to swing 
| over to release through UA in hope 
that he could show a profit through 
latter company. Lantz reperts that 
/he can't afford to spend $25,000 for 
‘single subjects, under deal he had 
| with U-I. 

| 


| Pal also found making puppetoons 
too costly, now he has a two-feature 
ticket with UA and also increasingly 
active in the cemmercial market. 

Columbia decided te make a 
“Bouncing Ball” song series. for 
audienee participation, in lieu of 
“Screen Gems.” for fraction of cost 
of other series. 








Par, F&M im Temporary 
Truce on 2 Screeaings 


Los Angeles, May 27. 

Paramount and Fanchon & Marco, 
currently fighting a legal battle for 
two local Paramount theatres, 
reached a temporary agreement on 
the showing of two pictures, “Sud- 
denly It's Spring” and “Calcutta.” 
with others to follow. 

Mearrehtte: -Pacamoant’s batti€ for 
| Feeovery of the heuses, based on a 
|New York federal ceurt decision 
‘outlawing franchise agreements, con- 





itinues in court, 


the 
Raimu, on the 


Kicked Around 


Where two years ago} 


producers knowing exactly | 


John Sutherland was one of the! 


field. when he 


Church-School 


Two-pronged probe of claimed 
Long Island via 16m operations i 
vestigation is being handled for 
Assn. by Emanuel 


groups. What's being checked is 
resurgence since the war of 16m e 


the competition. 


Three Mo. Exhibs Fined 


Kansas City, May 27. 

Joe Ruddick, city manager, and 
| Liberty theatre, Fox Midwest house 
|}in Sedalia, Mo., last week were 
| charged with violating a city ordi- 
|} nance and non-payment of city ad- 
mission taxes. After a hearing be- 
fore Judge W. E. Scotten there, a 
, $100 fine was levied against each 
j}man. These immediately were ap- 
pealed. 
| Charges were made on evidence 
| from an investigator for William J. 
Burns Detective Agency who testi- 
i fied he clocked 286 persons going 
linto the Liberty theatre between 
| 6:45 and 10 p.m. on April 17. Rud- 
| dick and Nichols both testified their 
| report to the city listing attendance 
| as 92 persons was correct. They ex- 
| plained the small attendance was 
| because it was final day of run for 
| “Best Years.” 

A like charge was made against 
Mrs. J. T. Ghosen, operator of Up- 
town theatre. 


—_— 


Exaggerated U.S. Reports 
On ‘Open City’ Inflate 
| Other Italo Pix Prices 


Spectacular U. S. performance of 
|“Open City,” Italian-made pic, orig- 
|inally triggered a goldrush to Rome 
| but now it’s having the opposite ef- 
fect. Yank entrepreneurs who 
specialize in distribution of foreign 
|pix are complaining that exagge- 








under way following protests from a number of local exhibs 


risch, who heads a committee set up for ¢ 
pose. Other is being pushed by the New York Film Board 0 
Results, it’s said, haven't been totaletd up by either of the 


atres. Churches and schools, it’s claimed, have been collect 
per person.and the exhibs at a substantially higher scale 


Im ‘Opposition’ 


unfair eompetition in Brook) 
y 
n churches and schools js currentis 


One in. 
Owners 
he pur. 
f Trade. 
two film 
§ been a 
d by the. 
NE 10¢-20¢ 
can't meet 


the Metropolitan Theatre 


exhib squawks that there’ 
xhibitions in areas blankete 


$100 Each in Tax Case’ Canadian Mono 





Up for Renewal 


|} Steve Broidy, prexy of Monogram 
and Allied Artists, who arrived in 
New York from the Coast over the 
| weekend, is currently 
| Ties of conferences with company 
associates including the firm's ante. 


George J), 
Burrows regarding renewal of Mono- 
| ram's Canadian franchise now held 
by J. Arthur Rank’s Monogram Pic- 
} tures of Canada, Lid. 

Situation is being discussed with 
|Rank’s managing director John 
Davis, said Broidy, and results of 
the huddles may be known tomor- 
row (Thursday). Earlier this spring, 
| while on a Canadian visit, he had 
taken w~> the franchise renewal with 
| Rank’s sadian rep, J. Earl Law- 
| son, heac of Odeon Theatres of Can« 
}ada, Ltd. Oscar Hanson, Canadian 
Monogram’s general manager, re- 
| portedly is also a contender for the 
| lucrative franchise. 
| Broidy also declared that Mono- 
gram would not reopen its Coast 
studio “until the labor situation be- 
comes clarified and we can budget a 
/picture properly.” His recent action 
in halting studio operations grew 
| out of the jurisdictional dispute be- 
[tween the Conference of Studio 
| Unions and the International Alli- 


holding a se. 


utive veepee-treasurer 


'rated reports of what the pic is do- | @nce of Theatrical Stage Employees 


|ing have inflated Italian demands 
\for U. S. franchise rights to other | 
films. Ordinary Italian pix, the | 
| plaint runs, which heretofore were 
j tagged at $3,000-$5.000 prices are 
;now on the block for anywhere from | 
$40,000 upwards. 

What's more, sharp bidding by fiy- | 
by-nights who saw quick fortune in 
a repeat on “Open City” have helped 
to drive the price higher, it's said. 
, Consequently, the cream is definitely 
\Off the milk and there's been a 
bom uiae of interest in Italian prod- 
“et, 





L. A. to N. Y. 


Irving Asher 
Wayne Berkenhead 
Steve Broidy 
Richard Cannings 
Kitty Carlisle 
Henry Caulfield 
Robert Cummings 
Julian Dana 
George Dembow 
Chester Erskine 
Rebert Fellows 
Steve Fisher 
Eugene Frenke 
Lee Gillette 
Harry Goetz 
Joe Grady 
Richard Hammerstein 
George Hardy 
Tom Harrington 
Moss: Hart 
Sterling Hayden 
Lew Hearn 
Russell Janney 
Gloria Jean 
Walter Joseph 
Whitferd Kane 
Joe Kirkland, Jr. 
Charles Lapwerth 
Jesse L. Lasky 
Claude Lee 
Joseph Mankiewiez 
Raymond Massey 
| Dorothy McGuire. 
Carl Nater 
Gregory Peek 
living Pichel 
Ann Revere 
Will Saal 
Charles Schlaifer 
George. Skouras 
Dean Stockwell 
John Sutherland 
Herbert J. Yatee 
Philip Yordan 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Mrs. Irving Berlin 
Nate J. Blumberg. 
Bill Jacobs 

Jack Kapp 

Benny Rubin 
Rudy Vallee 








i with AA’s sales department. 


(SR RR A 


that left Monogram holding the bag. 





HAL MIRISCH: JOINS 
ALLIED ARTISTS AS VP 


Harold J. Mirisch, former RKO 
head film buyer, has joined Allied 
Artists as a veepee and will act in 
the contact 


Cur- 
rently in New York along with 
prexy Steve Broidy, Mirisch will 
leave for the Coast within a week 
where he’s to make his heaquarters. 

Since leaving RKO last spring 
Mirisch has expressed a desire to 
have a hand in active film pro- 
duction. Negotiations with Broidy, 
Monogram and AA head, were un- 
derstood to have been in pro 
gress for some time. Independently 
wealthy via a lucrative popcorn and 
candy firm, he recently acquired 
Keith's, Indianapolis, as a proposed 
nucleus of a theatre circuit he 
planned to set up, but has since sold 
it te Ted Gamble. 

In connection with joining AA 4s 
veepee Mirisch declared that he 
had made no investment in the firm. 
He added that although he held no 
theatres at present he definitely had 
net abandoned his intention of @- 
ganizing his own theatre chain 
sometime in the near future despite 
his new association with AA. His 
brother, Walter, incidentally, &- 
ready is a Mono produce:. 


Arthur Freed to Produce 
Tuner on ‘Rodgers-Hart 


Hollywood, May 27. 

Arthur Freed draws preduetion 
responsibilities on “Words and 
Music,” a tunefilm based en the 
careers of Richard’ Rodgers and the 
late. Lorenz Hart, slated for summer 
filming at Metro. 

Story will be garnished by a dozen 
Rodgers-Hart tunes. Pencilled in for 
top roles are Judy Garland, Gene 
Kelly and Frank Sinatra. 


capacity of producer 





N. Y. to Europe 





Leo G. Carroll 
Geraldine Prizgerald 
Sigurd S. Larmen 
Peggy Ryan 

Dr. Eugene Tillinger 
Mme. Yvonne Vallee 








Sam Weed 


William Wyler 
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Argentine Quota 


Law Is ‘Imminent’. 


ees roe 


Adeption of a $0 per cent quota iit 
foreign tiim imports by the Argentine 
government was described here yes- 
terday as “imrninent’ by iguacio 
Kronenberg, a leading independent lis 
tributer of that countey, wi . 











Ves neh. 
rived in New York fron: Buenos 
Aires. Legishition for sach a quota 3 
now before the Argentine Congres 
and although Frosifent Timi Peroo ts 
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directorial undertaking by Broadway’s Michael Gordon, rates high , 


string from start to finish, with all principals turning in top portrayals. ‘Rar’ 


The picture may be expected to prosper as it plays. OF ae 
The screenplay, by William Bowers and Bertram Millhauser, opens in: , °°.” 


SeeseQieyty 
£33 nii3 


‘humorous vein, with O’Brien, a struggling attorney, hiring out to Price,’ 00.’ 


2 


* millionaire industrialist, as bodyguard for a fortnight. Almost imme- |; ait 3 





‘diately he saves his employer’s life by glaying an ex-convict assailant, mothe dass 
-and then finds himself under suspicion of murder as policeman Bendix, i Ways and Means 
‘his personal friend, digs into the dead man’s past and fails to discover | 8% 06 simi ssion 


ithe million dollars which he is supposed to have stolen. Miss Raines, : 


: Price’s secretary, - a 2. 
‘ground, and both are accused of a second murder committed by Price. : 


In contrast to most melodrama, this one lets the audience know the | 
| ouilty party, but builds suspense by making a case against the innocent | 
‘seem too tight to be upset. pie 
| Production is superb in every respect, from balanced dialogue to richly | 
i accoutered sets, the whole equaling tip-top entertainment. 
| Running time, 91 minutes. General audience classification. May : : 
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O’Brien co-starred against an admirably balanced cast, “The :, feat guild reoreseutatives and Mos 
Web,” first Jerry Bresler production for U-I, and the first screen ! Continued on page § 
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John Davis and Bob 


Benjamin (Rank) 


To Huddle Balaban on Brit. Playdates 


Visit of J. Arthur Rank 


to the¢ 





U. S. has already paid off in “definite 
signs that affiliated circuits will give 
more playing time to British films,” 
a spokesman for the Rank organiza- 
tion declared this week. The British 
film magnate, it’s been learned, took 
up the cudgels for a better break on 
his pix with vis-a-vis talks in New 
York on that hot subject with heads 
of all affiliates except Barney 
Balaban, Paramount prexy, and 
Charles Skouras, National Theatres 
chief. 

Rank is set to meet Skouras on the 
Coast te present his pitch. Mean- 
while, unable to fix a confab with 
Balaban as the duo criss-croessed the 
continent in opposite directions, 
Rank’s chief aide, John Davis, will 
pinch-hit for his boss this week. 
Davis and Robert Benjamin, prexy 
ef the U. S. Rank organization, have 
a date with Balaban to talk playing 
time for British pix. 

Situation is much more promising 
now that Rank has carried the ball 
personally, his spokesman added. He 
received assurances, it’s said, that 
American film company biggies re- 
alize the urgency of problem faeing 
Britain and the danger of that coun- 
try clamping restrictions on Yank 
films. With that, it’s understood, 
came promises of upped bookings for 
Rank’s produet. 

Frem other sources it’s been 
learned that Balaban asked no com- 
mitments from the Paramount part- 
ners in his half day spiel en Britain’s 
plight at the recent Arrowhead 
Springs meet of Par’s toppers. Bala- 
ban confined his speech to a detailed 
presentation of why Britain must 
slacken the flow of coin frem the 
realm. He also played up the effeet 
of reprisals against U. S. films by 
the United Kingdom and declared 
such action would ferce a drastic 
cut in productien eutlays in Helly- 
weod’s studios. 


Metro’s ‘Tom Edison’ 
First U. S. Film Into 
Poland in 8 Years 


U. S. majors whose films are to be 
distributed in Poland via the Motion 
Picture Export Assn. will be operat- 
ing en credit in that country for 
awhile. With Poland suffering from 
the same lack of dollar exchange as 
other European countries, it’s be- 
lieved doubtful that U. S. companies 
will get any money eut of the coun- 
try for at least the first six months. 
Contract with the Polish government 
runs only one year, however, giving 
the MPEA an opportunity to pull 
out after that time if so desired. 

MPEA operation in Poland teed off 
last week with a simultaneous open- 
ing in 11 key cities of Metro’s “Young 
Tom Edison.” Day-and-date screen- 
ings marked the first time Polish au- 
diences had seen an American pie- 
ture since September, 1939, when the 
Nazis invaded the country. Openings 
were preceded by a flood of impa- 
tient letters from the Poles asking 
how seon the film was to be shown, 
according to Eugene Van Dee, MPEA | 
representative there. “Poles have 
long been craving for American 
films,” he said, “not only because 
they associate them with good enter- 
tainment, but because they consider 
them a link with the U. S. after eight 
long years of isolation.” 

Film Polski ‘(Polish Film Monop- 
ely) assured the U. S. there would be 
no discrimination against American 
product, with the only limitation be- 
ing a restriction to 65 films yearly 
that can be imported, according to 
MPEA homeoffice officials. Russian 
films are still expected to get more 
playing time in Poland but there’s 

plenty of time left for American 
product. Russians don't produce so 
many features and, in addition, what 
they do produce doesn’t usually play 





U’s Rebuttal 


To the flip crack that the 
average U. S. exhibitor would 
rather play a Hollywood ‘B’ 
than a British picture, Univer- 
sal’s sales executives take the 
position, “How can they prove 
what they'll do at the boxoffice 
if they're not playdated for 
comparative purposes? Variery’s 
Latin-American hurvey, which 
showed how some of the recent 
Rank pictures have outgrossed 
the best Deanna Durbin films in 
Latin-America, is evidence that 
if U. S. exhibitors gave British 
pictures a chance it may repeat 
itself in the domestic market as 
well.” 


Smalitown U. S 
-Exhibs Frankly 
— Cold to Brit. Pix 


Current campaign to get more 
playing time for British films on 
VU. S. sereens has left mest inde- 
pendent exhibitors—and especially 
these in the smaller towns—abso- 
lutely cold. Te them it’s a question 
ef dollars and cents. British films 
invariably result in eustomers stay- 
ing away, hence, the indies are 
allergie. 
Smalitewners recognize that the 
majors have a special stake in pav- 
ing the way for more British pix 
in the U. S. as a safeguard against 
further restrictions against Ameri- 
can ‘product in England. “If they 
den’'t make any meney for us, 
theugh,” the exhibs declare, “Why 
sheuld we play them?” Reaction 
is believed indicative of the tre- 
mendeus problems still confronting 
British producers in getting their 
preduet on screens in this country. 
With J. Arthur Rank’s many out- 
lets in the U. S., most smalltowners 
have played several British films 
during the last year, giving them 
a chance te become acquainted with 
the product and the way it was 
treated at the boxoffice. In addi- 
tion, the fewer number of B pictures 
being turned out by the U. S. majors 
often made it necessary for exhibs 
to book British films to help round 
out a double bill. They've discov- 
ered, consequently, that most of 
them are box-office poison but 
they're still doubtful about the rea- 
sons why such should be the case. 
Chief reasons offered are the un- 
familiar accent to be found in most 
British films and the lack of star 
names known to U. S. audiences. 
Rank’s producers are known to have 
(Continued on pag -49) 


AUTRY WINS FREEDOM 
FROM REP. IN COURT 


Los Angeles, May 27. 

Gene Autry was freed of all con- 
tract obligations to Republie through 
decision by the California supreme 
court, which reversed a _ previous 
ruling in L. A. superior court. 

Republic maintained that Autry 
owed 21 films under a pact signed 
before he entered the Army. 


Nebenzal Sets Musical 
Biopic of Moussorgsky 


” Hollywood, May 27. 
Film biography of Moussorgsky, 
Russian composer who wrote “Boris 
Godounov” will be produced by 
Seymour Nebenzal. 
Picture, which wil) include the 

















long since the Poles don't go for the 
Russian product. 

With the exception of Bulgaria, 
—. and Russia itself, the 
MPEA is now operating in all coun- 
tries behind the so-called “iron cur- 
tain.” Addition of Poland to the list 
brings the total number of countries 
pow serviced by the organization 
to 13. 





-HOWARD HOYT ON HIS OWN 


Howard Hoyt, Jast with Richard 
apa in Century Artists, resigned 
up his own talent agency. 
e joining Century, Hoyt was 
of Metro's homeoffice play de- 
ent. 


| COmposer’s music, is being screen- 
played by Rowland Leigh for autumn 
| filming. 


Skelton, Wynn for ‘Mill’ 


Hollywood, May 27. 

Metro assigned Red Skelton and 
Keenan Wynn as male leads in “The 
Red Mill,” playing the roles in which 
Dave Montgomery and Fred Stone 
originally appeared on the stage. 

Picture, to be produced by Sam 
Marx, will have a modernized 
romantic treatment but will retain 
the Victor Herbert music. Eddie 
Foy, Jr., and Michael O'Shea played 
the leads in a Broadway revival 
last season. 











Donates Old Reels To. 
Film Academy Library 


Hollywood, May 27. 
Edward Nassour donated 500 reels 





of vintage films to the Academy 
of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences 
for its historical library. 

Footage includes early features 
starring Mary Pickford and other 
pioneer players, numerous stock 
shots and scenes of California when 
the film industry was young. 


Unproduced Modern 
‘Hamlet’ Pic Basis Of 
~ Fancy Fed’! C’t Claim 


Alfred Hitchcock and Archibald 
Leach (Cary Grant) were sued in 
N. Y. federal court last week for a 
total of $1,250,000 damages by Irving 
Fiske (also known as Irving Louis 
Fishman), whe charges alleged in- 
fringement of his common-law copy- 
right, “Hamlet in Modern English.” 
Defendants are also charged with 
appropriating his title and property 
righis by allegedly announcing to 
the public in 1945 that they planned 
te make a film on the same theme. 


In five causes of action, plaintiff 
Fiske complains that the defendants 
infringed on his work, made use of 
the title as well as slander ef title 
in addition to allegedly creating a 
| false and mistaken impression in the 
public’s mind that they were owners 
ef the dramatic work. According to 
the complaint he also claims less of 
reputation and good will. 

Prier, to Sept. 25, 1941, Fiske 
claims that he wrote an original 
dramatic cemposition, a translitera- 
tion of Shakespeare's “Hamlet” inte 
modern English suitable for stage 
and motion pieture productien as 
well as a preface ealled “Hamlet and 
Modern Audienee.” He pointed out 
in his complaint that his work was 
copyrighted in 1941, was circulated 
throughout the theatrical and film 
industry and furthermore actors 
have stated that his work was 
unique and would be a success. 

In charging that subsequent to 
August, 1945, with notice and with- 
eut his censent, Hitchcock and 
Grant violated his common-law 
rights by publishing and exploiting 
material duplicating his dramatic 
work and prefaee, Fiske said that 
he had demanded that the defend- 
ants retract the mistaken impression 
they had created in the minds of 
the public but they had refused. 

Fiske also complains that negotia- 
tions which he was conducting 
prior to 1945 regarding an alleged 
stage and film production sale were 
hindered and broken off by the de- 
fendants’ action. 


DENY INJUNCTION IN SUIT 
ON AUSTRIAN ‘BEL AMI 


Los Angeles, May 27. 
Casino Film Exchange, Inc., was 
denied an injunction in L. A. federal 
court to restrain Levinson-Finney 
Enterprises from distributing a for- 
eign version of “Bel Ami” in this 
country. 


Plaintiff claimed U. S. distribution 
rights on the Austrian film, which 
has been showing on the West 
Coast. 


Hirliman Returning To 
Prod., Sets Release 


Hollywood, May 27. 

George A. Hirliman is returning 
te film preduction under an agree- 
ment to make seven features in the 
next two years for release by Screen 
Guild. First of the seven, all of 
which will be filmed in the east, is 
slated to rol] in September. 














RKO and Grand National, Hirliman 
has been operating a distributing 
| company for the last few years. 


| 





‘Loses False-Arrest 


Chicago, May 27. 
Judge Phillip Sullivan of the Chi 
federal district court has dismissed 
\a $100,000 false-airest suit filed by 
Charles Fine against lecal Para- 
mount exchange, Judge cited insuf- 
ficient evidence. 


Suit developed out of arrest of 
Fine, projectionist, for the alleged 
theft of print of “Going My Way,” 
purchased at’ an express auction. 
| Lawrence Fine, brother of the plain- 





would be appealed to the federal 
circuit court. 





Formerly a producer for Metro. | 


Suit in Chi Court | 


tiff and his attorney, said that case | 
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Britain's O’Brien and IA’s Walsh 
In Deep Confabs on Labor Accord 





Clark Named Producer 
On All Sherman Films 


Hollywood, May 27. 

Vernon Clark, currently associated 
with Harry Sherman in the filming 
of “They Passed This Way,” has been 
upped to producer of all future 
pictures, with his boss functioning as 
executive producer. 

Clark joined the Sherman organ- 
ization in 1945 after more than four 
| years in the Army. 


War Between 
States Centers 
Again in H woed 


Hollywood, May 27. 


Not since David O. Selznick 
| burned down Atlanta in “Gone With 
the Wind” have the studios been in 
such a tizzy over Civil War stories. 

There are 12 properties with Civil 
War incidents or background being 
prepped and, in a few cases, in pro- 
duction. That's in addition to Met- 
ro’s announcement of § reissuing 
“Gone” and the persistent rumor 
that Paramount is dusting off 
“Gettysburg,” on which the studio 
spent a mint in the late '30s for 
story and research as a Fred Mae- 
Murray starrer but subsequently 
shelved. 


Paramount is also gunning Edna 
Lee’s “Web of Days,” dealing with 
characters on a Georgia plantation 
immediately following the Civil War. 
Yarn, just published by Appleton- 
Century, was bought by Par for 
Paulette Goddard. The strains of 
“My Darling Nellie Gray” are heard 
daily out Burbank way, where Errol 
Flynn is a Union captain who burns 
up a $1,000,000 Army payroll to save 
it from the Rebels, for which he’s 
court-martialed and cashiered out 
of the service. Ann Sheridan is 
the gal in crinoline, and Raoul 
Walsh is currently directing a big 
battle employing hundreds of ex- 
tras in the Owen Crump production. 


An 1865 background will be used 
in Argosy Productions’ “War Party,” 
which John Ford and Merian Cooper 
plan starting in July. Story con- 
eerns efforts of bluejackets fol- 
lowing the war to control rampag- 
ing Apache Indians. Republic's “The 
Fabulous Texan” is backgrounded 
by the War between the States, too. 
Jobn Carroll and William Elliott re- 
(turn to Texas after the wars to 
wrest the state from a group who 


5 (Continued on page 18) 


WB WINS RE-HEARING 
IN JOAN LESLIE CASE 


Los Angeles, May 27. 
Warners was granted a hearing, 
before the California supreme court, 
of its breach-of-contract suit against 
Joan Leslie. Case involves the right 
of a player to terminate a minor's 
contract on reaching the age of 21. 


Actress won a decision in L.A. 
superior court @ year ago and was 
upheld March 25 of this year by the 
California district court of appeals. 


Bergen Forgets McCarthy, 
To ‘Remember Mama’ 


Hollywood, May 27. 
Edgar Bergen is abandoning 
Charlie McCarthy for a while to 
play a Norwegian undertaker in “I 
Remember Mama” at RKO. It will 
be Bergen’s first public appearance 
without his wooden pal. 


| Irene Dunne is Starring, Harriet 
| Parsons producing and George 
| Stevens doubling as director and 
beeen producer. 














_—— 
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‘Tim Whalen’s British Chore 


| Hollywood, May 27. 

Tim Whalen left for London to 
direct “That Was a Woman.’_slated. 
for early summer production by 


Marcel] Hellman under the 20th-Fo 
Ltd. banner. . 


* Tom O'Brien, Visiting 


head of the 
Of Theatre 
and 
In. 
f Theatricay 


British National Assn. 
& Kinen.::tograph 
Richard F. Walsh, pre h 
ternational Rillanee of Te 
Stagehand Empleyees, are deep j 
preliminary confabs in New Y . 
leading te an across-the-seas a 
|ment on mutual exchange of ah, 
| nical workers and information Talks 
| between the twe union exees be fn 
a few heurs after O'Brien lentaa 
last Friday (23) and were filiowee 
the next day by an informal dione 
tended in O'Brien's honor by M 4 
tion Picture Assr.. prexy Eric PR 
ston in Washington. 4 

O’Brien, who is also a Me; 
Parliament, struck out against his 
British countrymen who are agi- 
tating for trade bars against y s 
films by declaring: “It would be » 
major blunder for the British gov- 
ernment to prevent American filme 
from reaching Britain. On the other 
hand, we are leeking to Ho! lyweed 
te improve on Ameriean pictures 
reaching Britain.” O'Brien warned 
that continued expert of inferier 
preduct would only lend fuel to 
those British quarters pressing for 
restrictive legislation. 


Pointing to a continent - wide 
movement in France, Czechoslovakia 
and other eountries to set up a Fed- 
eration ef Films Workers, O'Brien 
urged Anglo-Ameriea unity before 
“we are left eut in the cold.” Laber 
exee stated that he was oppesed to 
the nationalism of the British film 
industry although he said he sup- 
perted “a state circuit ef cinemas.” 





nber of 





Theatre Interests 


Oppose City Tax 
In Ohio Measure 


Columbus, O., May 27. 


Theatre interests, supported by 
some senators, have epened their 
battle to block pending legislation, 
already passed by the Oh’e House, 
whieh would repeal the state's 3% 
admissions tax and permit municipal- 
ities te levy such taxes. The 3% tax 
has been yielding the state approxi- 
mately $3,000,000 a year. 


A bill introduced in the Senate 
(Sen. Bill No. 50) provides that the 
state continue to collect the admis- 
sions tax, and then turn the inceme 
over te the lecal government funds, 
The Senate taxation committee 
pointed out that the cost of adminis- 
tration to cities if they levied their 
own admissions tax, and also the 
variance of taxes possible in a met- 
ropolitan area, made the House bill 
unsatisfactory. 


Penna. Shew iz Tax Deomed 


Harrisburg, Pa., May 27. 

A bill to permit Pennsylvania's 
937 boroughs to levy amusement 
taxes was doomed last week in the 
House Boroughs Cemmittee, where 
it was returned for the second time 
during the current session of the 
Legislature. 

Both Republicans and Democrats 
objected to provisiens permitting 
impesition ef levies simultaneously 
on amusement places, admissions 
and amusement faeilities. 





B. & K. Atty. Outlines Tax Stand 
Chicago, May 27. 

Morris Leonard, attorney for Bala- 
ban & Katz, clarified his position as 
to his being spokesman for Chi film 
industry and as regards his stand on 
proposed 3% amusement tax. 

Story last week said that Leonard 
as spokesman for motion picture !- 
dustry here was in favor of 3% tax. 
This was denied in a statement t0 
the press by attorney here last week 
in the sense that Leonard had pointed 
out that Chi pic houses were most 
heavily taxed industry in state, and 
while he said that pic industry wé* 
willing to be taxed to help Chi 
budget, Leonard qualified remarks. 
He stated that tax should be on the 
basis of all industries being upped 
in same proportion and degree 

Leonard emphasized the fact that 
he was not speaking for the pic 1 
dustry, but as legal counsel of B&K. 
Akron Protests Nix ‘Abie’ 

Akron, May 27. 








Picture will be based on @ recent 
| British legit play. 


religious 





Scheduled showing of the fim 
(*ADIE STIS “RORE” at thie Alles 
Akron, operated by Cooperetivé The- 
atres Co., Cleveland ‘for week — 
ginning May 22), was postponed, for 
lowing protests ef Akron 
leaders. 
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MIDDLE-BUDGETERS SKID MOST 





Anglo-American Talent Exchange 
Will Help Both Markets—Wilcox 


Exchange of British and Ameri- + 
ean film players between Hollywood 

and British studios on a wide acale 
would come about in the near fu- 
ture if plans of Herbert Wileox ma- 
terialize. The British picture pro- 
ducer, who arrived in New York 
Friday (23) aboard the Queen Eliza- 
beth accompanied by his actress- 
wife Anna Neagle, revealed he had 
been nurturing such a talent-swap- 
ping idea as early as 1989. 

Bartering of Anglo-American ac- 
tors, Wilcox said, was the prime 
purpose of their trip. To iee off the | 
exchange he would loan Michael | 








for a player of similar calibre. Miss 
Neagle, who said she starred with 
him in “Piccadilly Incident,” point- | 
ed out that he was runner-up to | 
James Mason in several British film | 
polls. It was felt, they said, that 
not only the horizon of the actors 
would be enlarged by an exchange | 
but in addition the players would | 





also be enhancing their appeal to | 
both British and American film | 
audiences. ° 


While Wilcox said he was opposed 
to the quota ageinst American films, 
he pointedly noted that the British 
public definitely disappreved such 
American pix whose atmesphere 
was not in keeping with the current 
economic conditions there. They 
prefer a more understanding and 
“down-to-earth” picture, he _ de-! 
clared. 

Expanding upon the quota, Wilsox | 
opined that only about 40 good films | 
ceuld be produced by the British 
film industry annually and reflected 
that obviously playing time on ex- 
hibitors’ screens must be made up by 
American product. “We haven't the 
labor, materials or facilities to in- | 
crease production on a large scale,” 
the producer asserted. 


Here for a three-month stay, the 
Wilcoxes revealed that they had 
brought with them prints of ‘their | 
“Piccadilly Incident” and “The 
Courtneys of Curzon Street.” Metro 
has the U. S. distribution rights to 
“Incident” while on the latter pic 
the producer said he expects to | 
work out a distribution deal before | 
returning to Britaim. British-Lion is | 
releasing “Curzon Street” in Eng- | 
land. | 


It’s been almost seven years since 


they last were in America, said Miss 
Neagle, except for a brief three- | 





weeks in 1942 when they came to | 


Canada and thence to New York while 

on a trip to aid Britain’s war effort. | 
They plan a 10-day stay in Manhat- | 
tan before heading for the Coast. 
Upon returning to England, the ac- 
tress declared, she and her husband | 
expect to make a picture at Sir 





Alexander Korda’s Shepperton stu- | 
dios. 
Currently untitled, said Miss 


Neagle, film is slated to get under- 
way about the first of August. Ex- 
teriors would be done that month 
and interiors in September. 





Biopic of Filmite-Spy 
London, May 20. 
Herbert Wilcox’s next pic will be 
an original story, “Renate,” by Den- 
nis Join, based on private life and 
espionage activities of the Conti- , 
nental film star, Renate Muller. Story | 
is factual and will introduce some ; 
leading characters in the early days 


of Nazism, with Lore Cowan, wife 
ef Varuwry’s Murice Cowan, making 


the screen adaptation. 

Wilcox and his wife, Anna Neagle, 
will cO-produce, with Max Green, 
director of photography for Wilcox 
in the last six years, to get his first 
directorial assignment. This is first 
Dic produced by Wilcox without his 
wife appearing in it. 


ee ee 


New Studio Picketed 


Hollywood, May 27. 

New Motion Picture Center ex- 
berienced its first brush with pickets 
when the Carpenters and Painters 
lined up at the gate to protest the 
hiring of an all-IATSE crew. 

Picket line not only affects film | 
werk bit bompers permanent con- 


Struction of unfinished sound stages | 
0 the lot. 





| 
| 


| administration 


Wilding to a Coast studio in return | * full block frontage on Sunset and 
| a 


| can films. 





'BIG EXPANSION OF 
NASSOUR’S STUDIO. 


Hollywood, May 27. 
Blueprints for the completion of 
the Edward Nassour studio on Sun- 
set Blvd. call for rental lot, opened | 
last January, to be expanded by an 
building and two 
more sound stages, currently in con- 
struction, and another office build- 

ing and projection room later on. 
When completed, the lot will have 


; some cases, 
| last year, 
} cuits and sales offices disclose. Big 
| pix and 


depth of 600 feet. The sound 
Stages, Nassour. said, will - be 
equipped to handle television. 


Kank Aides 0.0. 
U.S. Exhib Style’ 


t 
Planning to inspect operation of 
American film houses, several ex- | 








ecutives of Rank - affiliated theatre 


circuits in Britain and Eire arrived | reiterate. 


in New York Friday (23) aboard the | draws also, 
| Benny at the Chicago theatre (Chi.), 


Queen Elizabeth. Conditions in Brit- 
ish exhibition circles have been} 
static for about eight years, accord- 
ing to Arthur Brown, booking man- 
ager of 
Corp., Ltd. 
By studying exhibition methods in | 


Gaumont-British Picture | 


| the U. S., Brown declared he hoped 


to be able to determine to what ex- | 
tent British houses could be brought 
up to date. Expecting to remain here 
until the middle of July, he added 
| that he planned to devote part of 
| his time to business and the balance | 
| to a vacation. Theatre exec also ex- 
pressed the belief that the Britisn 
were not prejudiced against Ameri- 


E. H. Lundy, director of theatres 
for the same circuit, arrived accom- | 
panied by his wife on his first visit 
to the U. S. and is slated to leave 
for Washington today (Wed.). He'll 
later proceed to Chicago and Holly- 

(Continued on page 18) 


Rank’s Toronto Studios 
Map Religious - Educat’l 
Pix; Also 4 Low-Budgeters 


Toronto, May 27. 
J. Arthur Rank, when here en 
| route to the Coast. huddled with of- 
ficials of his local Queensway studio 
on full-seale production plans for 





ithe house record with 


| biz at the Roxy. N. Y. Other 
hits such as 
“Best Years” 


TOP FILMS, LOW 
GOSTERS FIRMER 


With the current retreat in gross- | 


es taking its toll, chief casualty to 
date has been the middle-budgeted 
program films with a decline, in 
as Sharp as 40% under 
checkup with theatre cir- 
top show attractions 
still good for heavy sugar 
right exploitation, sales biggies say, 
but the programmer is sagging per- 
ilously close to the red ink side of 
the ledger. The low-budgeters, on 


are 


the other hand, are still paying their | 


own way and chipping in with 


something of a profit. 

Overall sag in biz is between 15% 
and 20%, sales staffers report, but 
the drop is uneven both as to types 
of pix and sections of the country. 
The pic which cost from $1,000,000 
to $1,500,000 to finish off “lucky 
now if it can turn in a profit of a 
couple of hundred thousand dollars,” 
one sales head said. One year ago 
that same film would have been 
good for $500,000 over negative cost 
and selling expenses. it’s said. 

The public is still flocking to the 
big attractions and they're continu- 
ing to do all right, sales departments 
It’s true of in-person 

as for example, Jack 


Is 


where the Benny troupe smashed 
a $113,466 
gross for the week, and his smash 
top 
“The Jolson Story,” 
and “The Egg and I” 


(Continued on page 18) 








religious and educational pix which 


the Britisher intends making. Heavy | 


lensing operations will be gunned in 
the fall with Frank O'Byrne. studio 
chief. understood to be handling the 
program. It will be Rank’s first 
move into documentaries in the 
western hemisphere. 

British headman also stamped his 


okay on a deal whereby John 
Frane’s Cinema Pictures, Ltd. to 
which Rank is tied indirectly, will 


produce four-low budgeters at the 
Queensway lot. Pact was inked when 
Bud Pollard. head of the Screen Di- 
rectors Guild, eastern chapter. flew 
to Toronto for talks with Rank 
which followed up prelims in New 
York. 

Cinema Pictures will turn out the 
within the next year with 
Pollard directing. Astor Pictures, 
Robert Savini’s outfit, will handle 
worldwide distribution of the films 
Will Morrisey, vet vaude producer 
will do the scripting. ‘First pic, ten- 
tatively labelled “The Tenderfoot,” 
goes before the cameras in June. 
Frane has been hitched to Rank in 
Canadian Erecerre * for some time. 


MPA Expansion in D.C. Axed 

Washington, May 27 
The D. C. Zotityg Board of Adjust- 
ment last week nixed a request by 
Motion Picture Assn. to build a $60.- 
,900 office annex and projection room 
ito its present headquarters building 
|at 16th and I sts here. 
Board ruled it was 
with character 


quartet 


not “in har- 


mony of the neigh- 


i borhvood,” 


This Time for Keeps 


Chicago theatres report a pe- 
culiar twist in the present 
slough-off of biz. Request for 
refunds by patrons has dropped 
to almost nil. What’s more, 
while formerly three out of four 
refunds were made a year ago 
because the patron claimed he 
had seen the picture before, that 
reason is rarely given now. 

Explanation puzzled out by 
theatre operators is that film- 
goers are now studying pix care- 
fully before paying their money. 
Whereas in 1946, they would go 
to any picture and discover their 
mistake later, they’re now pac- 
ing their attendance and seeing 
only those that attract them par- 
ticularly. 





with the | 








Cantion on Any Concerted Action 


Curbs U.S. Majors from Jointly 
Agreeing to Book British Films 





+ With Motion Picture Assn. prexy 

SAM WANAMAKER SETS Eric Johnston doubling with J. Ar- 

'thur Rank in pressing for more 

SPERLING CONTRACT ° S. playing time for British pic- 

tures it’s likely the majors might 

Hollywood, May 27 i concur by throwing their screens 

Sam Wanamaker, Broadway legit open wider to more British product 

| star, was signed to a term film con- 

tract by Milton Sperling, president | °Ut Of sheer self-interest. Any pos- 

of United States Pictures. His first | sibility of a joint agreement ping 
job will be opposite Liiii Paimer in ; te majors to initiate such a poli 

“Ever the Beginning.” currently in| howe ver, which has been hinte ad “at 

work for Warners release. jin the trade since Rank arvived ina 


| two 





Stella Adler checked- in from|the U. S., is believed considerably 
New York yesterday (Mon.) for a/ remote, since the majors. through 
role in the same film. | suc h a move would be letting them- 


Johnston's 6-Week: 


Motion Picture Assn. prexy Eric 
Johnston left for the Coast yester- 
day (Tuesday) for meetings in Holly- 
wood with J. Arthur Rank and 
studio toppers, He’s slated to return 
to Washington in 10 days and then 
leaves for a six-weeks’ trip to Eng- 
land and the Continent on June 22. 

In Europe, Johnston will speak at 


the International Film Festival in 
Brussels and will also attend the 
International Trade Conference in! 


Geneva to point up the film indus- 


_try’s interest in a worldwide estab- 


Ushment of free trade. He'll visit 
Germany and Austria to help set up 
the Motion Picture Export Assn.’s 
operation there, and will huddle 
with MPA officials in France to ex- 
pedite negotiations with the French 
government in establishing a ceiling 
on the number of dollars to be with- 
drawn by U. S. companies for the 
years beginning last July 1, 
date of the signing of the Blum- 
Byrnes accord. 


Johnston's chief chore in England 


| 





ston 


Foreign Trek Set 


| anti-trust 


further anti- 
Government, 


to 
the 


wide 
action 


' selves 
trust 


MPA spokesmen, consequently, 
| denied that the meeting held in New 
York last Wednesday (21) by 
with MPA members had 
thing to do with the problem 
the majors currently 
suit, they 
would be unwise to 
any joint proposal for 
action, 


open 
from 


John- 

1nlVe- 
With 
tied up in an 
pointed out, it 
even hint at 
any kind of 
even though it might tie in 
with the Government's policy of 
bolstering reciprocal trade agree- 
ments. Wednesday meet, on the con- 
trary, was given over to problems 
confronting the Motion Picture Ex- 
port Assn. in taking over distribu- 
tion of U. S. product in Austria and 
Germany from the American Mili- 
tary Government. 


With the British quota act due to 
expire in April, 1948, the majors 
will probably consider it imperative 
that they guarantee re playing 
time for British pix here, but such 
will probably be done on an _ in- 
dividual basis. Johnston is currently 
prepping for a concerted attempt to 
obtain an extension of the act. With 





| to any extension, 


will be to huddle with Sir Stafford | 


Cripps and British board of trade 


members in an attempt to obtain at | 


least a year’s extension to the Brit- 
ish quota act, which expires next 
April. He'll be accompanied on the 
trip by Gerald Mayer, MPA’s foreign 
manager, and Joyce O'Hara, MPA 
director. 








Briefs From the Lots 








Hollywood, May 27. 
Republic bought “California Fire- | 


| brand,” authored by Royal Cole, as 
| third in the Trucolor series co-star- 


ring Monte Hale and Adrian Booth. 
..Maj. PS. Kieffer, Army historian, 
was signed as technical advisor on 


| the forthcoming Argosy production, 


“War 
River” 
members 


Party™ Warners “Silver 
troupe of 112 cast and crew 
shifts to Lone Pine this 
week for 10 days of exteriors... 
Peter Miles, nine, drew the moppet 
role in “The Red Pony” at Republic. 


Sidney Picker drew three pictures 


on his production program at Re- 
public, starting with “Pride of 
Kentucky,” a racetrack story by 
Jerry Sackheim. Others are “City 
Slicker,” also authored by Sackheim, 
and “Hideout,” by John K. Butler. 
Eagle-Lion shot 20,000 feet of 


street peddlers in downtown Mexico 
City. footage that will be historic 
after June 1, when hawkers will be 
barred from the area by govern- 
ment edict...George Macready drew 
a key role in “The Black Arrow,” 
Louis Hayward starrer, to be pro- 
duced by Hayward for Columbia re- 
lease...Emmet Lynn withdrew from 
Sam Katzman’s “Seahound” because 
of a prior commitment and was re- 
placed by Brett Wood...Three 
Stooges started their new  two- 
reeler, “Fiddlers Three,” at Colum- 
bia with Jules White producing and 
directing. ' 

Ray Collins plays a political boss 
in “The Senator Was Indiscreet, 
to be produced by Nunnally John- 
son at Universal-International .. 


| “The Last Round-Up,” 


,Sam Katzman signed James Brewer | 
| to write the screenplay for the first | 
| of four musicals he will produce for 
the 1947-48 schedule at 
. Sumner Getchell, former fat boy 
in “Our Gang” pictures, signed by 
Milton Sperling for “Ever the Be- 
ginning” at Warners... 
notorious bandits of the 
including the Daltons, 
and Billy the kid, will be portrayed 
in “Return of the Badmen” at RKO 
Jack Cummings to Greenville, 
Texas, to huddle with Monte 
ton, one-legged baseball player, 
merly with Chicago White Sox, 
whose career will be filmed at Metro 
. Walter Hampden checked in at 
Universal-International as technical 
adviser on Shakespearean scenes in 
“Imagination.” 
John English, 


old west, 


directing 
Gene Autry’s 


currently 


i first picture for Columbia release, 
was signed to pilot the second, 
“Strawberry Roan.” 


“4 


Sam Katzman’s second cliffhanger 


for the 1947-48 season at Columbia 
will be a western yarn authored by 
George Plympton . Two former 
Tarzans. Bruce Bennett and Jim 
Pierce are working in “Silver 
fiver” at Warners . Robert Ris- 
kin’s first indie production tor RKO, 


goes into work this 
Stewart starring 
son, Jack, 
“If Winter 


“Magic Town,” 
week with James 
Philip Merivale’s 
makes his screen bow in 
Comes” at Metro. 
United California Productions pur- 
chased “Bullhead.” a tale abeut a 
(Continued on page 18) 


Total of 28 | during his recent 


British producers presently averse 
it's believed that a 
guarantee of more playing time here 
might influence them to change their 
minds, indicating the majors might 
offer such a guarantee to protect 
their own markets in England. 
Johnston and Rank both made a 
pitch for a better break for British 
films in the U. S. during Rank’s stay 
in N. Y. and it’s expected they'll re- 
peat with the same statements when 
they meet on the Coast tomorrow 
(Thursday). Rank, however, has re- 
peatedly stressed that any action on 
the quota act rests with the British 
Board of Trade and the British gov- 





j 


Columbia | 


the Youngers | 


Strat- | 
for-. 


ernment, rather than the British 
Film Producers Assn., of which he 
is prez. 


Despite the indicated need for the 
U. S. affiliated circuits to open their 
screens to British product, it’s be- 
lieved that films turned out in Eng- 
land still have a long way to go be- 
fore they'll be accepted here. Para- 
mount prexy Barney Balaban took 
the initiative among the majors by 
stressing the need for such action 
huddle with Par 
partners in Palm Springs. Several 
of the partners reportedly told him, 
however, that they'd rather play a 
good American B film than a top 
British picture anytime. 





THINK THE MASTERS 
DESERVE SOME CREDIT 


Hollywood, May 27. 


Move to change music title credits 
on future pix. in order to give 
iproper recognition to traditional 
music when used as basic theme by 
composers of film scores, has been 
made by music branch of the Mo- 


of Arts and Sciences. 
record as op- 
being given 

for which 
original music 
composed 


tion Academy 
Membership went 
posing the practice of 
sole credit for a 
they partially provide 
to accompany previously 
melodies 


on 


score 


Important revisions in eligibility 
requirements for music honors ta 
future Oscar Derbies were presented 
by branch's” projects committee. 
Meeting was 
secure for Library 
scores on all films 
jmusic Oscars. 


of Congress 
nominated for 


conclideduauith voeteta._.. 
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Drifts; Weekend’ Timid $25,500 
| In 4 Spots, ‘Bells’ Good 226 for 2, 


‘Web’ Neat 516, 5; ‘Sth Ave. 396, 2d 


Los Angeles, May 27. 


Overall biz is on the slow side 
this frame but trade is expected to 
ick up this weekend with new 
Product opening and long Memorial 

ay.weekend. “The Web,” one of 
ew entrants looks to hit pleasing 
51,000 or close in five theatres, 
mostly small-seaters. 

Double western bill of “Bells of 
San Angelo” and “Trail San An- 
tone” at two Paramount houses, is 
shaping for okay $22,000 or over. 
“Fun on Weekend” is light $25,500 
in four spots, mostly smaller the- 
atres. “Happened on Fifth Ave.” is 
leading the holdovers with nice 
$39,000 in six days of second frame 
in four houses. “Farmer’s Daugh- 
ter” still is sturdy at $35,000 for 
third week, two locations, and stays 
a fourth. “High Barbaree” is clock- 
ing near $31,000 in second stanza 
three houses. “Two Mrs. Carrolls” 
is $27,500 in third week, three spots. 

Estimates for This Week 

Belmont (FWC) (90-$1.50)—‘Duel 

Sun” (SRO) (3d wk). Near 
3,500. Last week, good $5,000. 


Beverly Hills Music Hall (G&S- | 
lumenfeld) (824; 65-$1)—“Fun on 


eekend” (UA). Fair $5,000. 


4 





7 


Broadway Grosses 





Estimated Total Gross = 
ete WORE: 6 6is sc benees $672,000 
(Based on 18 theatres) 
Be SE . Sakaceadnmen $660,000 





(Based on 16 theatres) 


Daughter’ $14,006 
Best Indpls. Bet 


Indianapolis, May 27. 
First run film biz isn’t setting town 
|!on fire this week. Outdoor weather 
l!and heavy competish from quali*ty- 
|ing rounds for Decoration Day race 
at the Speedway are taking a big 
itoll. “Farmer’s Daughter” at the In- 
diana looks best, but is not too big. 
“Imperfect Lady” at Circle looks 








| 


| 
} 





Last | okay, while ‘“Dishonored Lady” at 


week, “Macomber Affair” (UA) (3d | Loew’s is only fair. 


wk), nifty $4,000. 


Carthay Circle (FWC) (1,518; 50- 
1)—“Odd Man Out” (U) (3d wk). 


lose to $4,000. 
$4,700. 


Chinese (Grauman-WC) 


Last week, fine} “Seven 


(2,048; 


Estimates for This Week 
Circle (Gamble-Dolle) (2,800; 40- 
fe Nerang Lady” (Par) and 


| ere Saved” (Par). Poor 
$7,000. Last week, “Magnificent 
| Rogue” (Rep) with Sammy Kaye 


50-$1)—“Happened On Fifth Ave.”|orch., others on stage, big $22,000 
(Mono) (2d wk). Good $10,000. Last | at 48-72c scale. 


week, nifty $14,700. 
Downtown 


Finales at $12,000. Last 


$16,200. 


Downtown Music Hall (Blumen- 
feld) ‘872; 55-$1)—“Fun on Week- 
end” (UA). Slow $10,000. Last week, 
“Macomber Affair’ (UA) (3d wk), 


$7,500. ‘ 


Egyptian (FWC) (1,538; 50-$1) — 
(2d wk). 
Last week, disap- 


(861; 90-$1.50)— 
Holding 


“High Barbaree” (M-G) 
About $8,000. 
pointing $11,700. 
El Rey (FWC) 
“Duel” (SRO) (3d_ wk). 
near $3,000. Last week, oke $3,500. 


Esquire (Rosener) (685; $1.20) — 
“Brief Encounter” (U) (32d wk). Up 


to $2,500. Last week, oke $2,000. 


Four Star (UA-WC) (900; 50-$1)— 


“Homestretch” (20th) (2d wk) 


(m.o.). Only $2,000 in 4 days. Last 


week, $4,500. 


Guild (FWC) (968; 50-$1)—“The 
Web” (U). Good $6,500. Last week, 
(2d wk), 


(956; 
50-$1)—“Fun on Weekend” (UA). 
Slow $5,500. Last week, “Macomber 


“Odd Man Out” (U) 


$2.900. 
Hawaii (G&S-Blumenfeld) 


Affair” (UA) (3d wk), $3,500. 


Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 50-$1) — 
Okay 


“Carrolls’ (WB) (3d wk). 
$7.500. Last week, $10,600. 
Hollywood Music Hall 


$2,800 on blowoff 
Iris (FWC) 
(U). Sturdy $8,500. Last 


(WB) (1,800; 50-$1)— 
“Two Mrs. Carrolls” (WB) (3d wk). 
week, 


(Blumen- 
feld) (475; 50-85)—“Fun on Week- 
end” (UA). Fair $5,000. Last week, 
“Macomber Affair” (UA) (3d wk), 


| Indiana (Gamble-Dolle) (3,300; 40- 
60)—“Farmer’s Daughter” (RKO) 
and “Boston Blackie Law” (Col). 
Nice $14,000. Last week, “Stallion 
Road” (WB) and “Bringing Up 
Father” (Mono), about same. 

Keith’s (Gamble-Dolle) (1,300; 40- 
60)—“Stallion Road” (WB) and 
“Bringing Up Father” (Mono) (m.o.). 
Mild $5,000. Last week, “Best Years” 
(3d wk), fine $11,000 at $1.20 top. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,450; 40-60)— 
“Dishonored Lady” (UA) and “Un- 
dercover Maisie” (M-G). Slow $8,- 
000. Last week, “Duel in Sun” 
(SRO) (2d wk),-sturdy $15,000 at 


$1.25 top. 
Lyric *(Gamble-Dolle) (1,600; 40- 
60)—“Locket” (RKO) and “Wife 


Wanted” (Mono). Mild $6,000. Last 
week, “Favorite Brunette” (Par) (2d 
wk), trim $7,000. 


‘oth Ave.’ Fancy $16,000 
In Dull Buff.; Carnival’ 
Fair 126, ‘Egg’ 156, 2d 


Buffalo, May 27. 
Biz is down generally this stanza, 
with holdovers really taking it on 
chin. Top newcomer is “Happened 
on Fifth Ave.,” with holdover of 

“Egg and I” taking second money, 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 40-70) — 
“Carnival Costa Rica” (20th) and 





(828; 50-85)—“Web” | “tjndercover Maisie” (M-G). Looks 
week, merely average at $12.000 or over. 


“Odd Man Out” (U) (2d wk), fair} Past week, “Blaze of Noon” (Par) 


$3.500. 


Laurel (Rosener) (890; 85)—“Ivan, | (1y7-G), $14,500. 
Terrible” (Artkino) (2d wk). Oke $ 


(2,404; 


$2.500. Last week, $4,700. 


and “Brother Talks to 


Great Lakes (Shea) (3,500; 40-70) 
—‘Two Mrs. Carrolls” (WB) (2d 


Horses” 


Loew State (Loew-WC) wk). Down to $11,000 after big 
50-$1)—“Fifth Ave.” (Mono) and | ¢17900 opener. 
“Fall Guy” (Mono) (2d wk). Nice€|" wipp (Shea) (2,100; 40-70)—“Love 


15,000 in 6 days. 
22,000. 


Los Angeles (D’town-WC) (2,097; | “yearling” 
50-$1)—“‘High Barbaree” (M-G) (2d one. Sct 


wk). Slow $15,000. Last week, $20,- 
500. ; 
toyola (FWC) (1,248; 


“Fifth Ave.” (Mono) (2d wk). Neat 


$6.500. Last week, nifty $8,300. 


Wareal (G&S) (900; 50-$1)—“Fan- 
tasia” (RKO) (reissue) (10th wk-8 


days). Better than 
week, $3,300. 


Last week, good | ang 


$3,000. o “Egg and I” (U) 


earn” (WB) and “Big Fix” 
(PRC). Solid $7,000. Last week, 
(M-G) (m.o.), about 


Teck (Shea) (1,400; 40-70)—“Thief 


50-$1)— of Bagdad” (FC) and “Ghost Goes 


West” (FC) (reissues). Nice $5,000. 
Last week, “Red House” (UA) and 
a on Ticket” (PRC) (m.o.), $3,- 


Lafayette (Basil) (3,100: 40-70) — 
(2d wk). Still 


Orpheum (D'town-WC) (2,210; 90- sturdy but way off from firs week 


$1.50)—“Duel” (SRO) (3d wk) 


About $16,000. Last week, nice $24,- 


800. 


with $15,000 or over. 
*| smash $23,500. 
20th Century (20th Cent) 


Last week, 


(3,000: 


Palace (D’town-WC) (1,237: 50-$1) 40-70)—“Happened on Fifth Ave.” 


—"“Odd Man Out” (U) (m.o.). Oke (Mono) and “Mr. Hex” (Mono). Nice 


$4,500 in 4 days. 


Years” (RKO) (17th wk-8 days), 
nice $9,600. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812: 50-$1)— 
“Farmer’s Daughter” 


wk). 
$22.600. 


Paramount (F&M) (3,398: 50-$1)— | 
and |} 


“Bellis San Angelo” 
“Trail San Antone” 
$14.000 or over. 


(Rep) 
(Rep). 


500 


Nice | 50-$1) — “Web” (U). 
Last week, “North- | 000. 
west Outpost” (Rep) and “Fabulous 
Suvanne” (Rep) (2d wk), slow $9,- 


Last week, “Best $16,000 or better. Last week, “Farm- 


er’s Daughter” 


(RKO) 
fancy $7,000. 


(3a wk), 





(RKO) (3d| Man Out” (U) 2d wk), slow $4,800. 
wk) and “Millerson Case” (Col) (2d 
Smart $18,000. Last week, big| “Web” (U). 


Studio City (FWC) (880: 50-$1)— 
Good $6,000. Last 
| week, “Odd Man Out” (U) (2d wk), 
light $3,000. 
United Artists (UA-WC) 





(2,100; 
Strong $20,- 
Last week, “Odd Man Out” 
(U) (2d wk) and “Hardboiled Ma- 
honey” (Mono), nice $11,000. 
Uptown (FWC) (1,719: 50-$1)— 





Paramount Hollvwood (F&M) (1.- | Fifth Ave.” (Mono) (2d wk). Nice 


451: 50-$1)—“Bells San 
(Rep) and “San Antone” 


Angelo” | $7,500. Last week, good $10,400. 
(Rep). 


Vogue (FWC) (885; 90-$1.50)~— 


Okay $8,000. Last week, “Outpost” | “Duel” (SRO) (21st wk). Over $3,- 


(Rep) (2d wk) and 
(Rep), $6.300. 


RKO Hillstreet (RKO) (2,890: 50- 


80)—“Farmer’s Daughter” (RKO) 
(3d wk) and “Millerson Case” (Col) 
(2d wk). Stout $17,000. Last week, 
good $19.600. 

Ritz (FWC) (1.370: 50-¢1)—“Web” 
(U). Trim $10,000. Last week, “Odd 


“Suzanne” 


Wilshire (FW) (2.296; 50-$1)— 
| “High Barbaree” (M-G) (2d wk). 
| Slow $8,000. Last week, fair $11,- 


Wiltern (WB) (2.300: 50-$1)— 
“Two Mrs. Carrolls” (WB) (2d wk). 
fon” $8,000. Last week, good $11,- 


, Last week, fair $3,900. 


Carle Tilts ‘Calendar’ 
Terrif $24,500, Omaha 


Omaha, May 27. 
“Calendar Girl’ and Frankie 
Carle’s band on stage is pushing 
near Orpheum’s old high this week. 
Terrific $24,500 looks possible. Bran- 
deis with second week of “Farmer's 
Daughter” is the only other stand- 
out in town. “Happened in Brook- 
lyn,” light at the Paramount. 
Estimates for This Week 
Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000: 20-85) 
— “Calendar Girl” -(Rep) and 
Frankie Carle orch on stage. Ter- 
rific $24,500 and near house record. 
Last week, “Egg and I” (U) (2d 
wk), smash $17,000. 


Paramount (Tristates) (2,800; 16- 
65) — “Happened in Brooklyn” 
(M-G). Disappointing $8,500. Last 
week, “Stallion Road” (WB), 
$10,000. 


Omaha (Tristates) (2,100; 16-65)— 
“Egg and I” (U) (m.o.) and “Love 
of Rusty” (Col). Neat $8,000. Last 


week, “Ramrod” (UA) (m.o.), $8,- 
200. 

Brandeis (RKO) (1,500; 16-65) — 
“Farmer’s Daughter” (RKO) and 


“Devil Thumbs Ride” (RKO) (2d 
wk). Strong $8,000. Last week, $9,- 
500. 


‘House’ in Clover 


At $16,000, Pitt 


Pittsburgh, May 27._ 
Things are improving a little this 
week, and any encouraging signs 
these days are gratefully appreci- 
ated. “Red House,” which got fine 
notices, is lifting the Penn back into 
the win column again and “Buck 
Privates Come Home” will do better 
at Harris than the recent Abbott- 
Costello average. Warner theatre is 
doing very well with “Trail Street.” 
Fulton has a fairly good entry in 
“Angel and the Badman.” 


Estimates for This Week 


Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 40-70)—“An- 
gel and Badman” (Rep). Good re- 
views and word-of-mouth should 
help this to okay $8,000. Last week, 
second of “Stairway to Heaven” (U), 
$2,500 in 3 days, and disappointing 
$11,500 for 10-day run. 

Harris (Harris) (2,200; 40-70)— 
“Buck Privates Come .Home” (U). 
Nice at near $11,000. Last week, 
“Framed” (Col), $10,000. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 40-70)— 
“Red House” (UA). Looks like what 
they want, and house back in clover. 
Should hit close to $16,000, best here 
in some weeks. Last week, “Dishon- 
ored Lady” (UA), just under $14,000, 
being helped by big closing day 
when John Loder, here in “Laura” 
on stage, made a p.a. 

Ritz (Loew’s) (800; 40-70)—‘“Dis- 
honored Lady” (UA) (m.o.). Won't 





do more than $2,500. Last week,/ 


“High Barbaree” (M-G) 
$3,000. 

Senator (Harris) (1,750; 40-70)— 
“District Attorney” (Col) and ‘“Mil- 
lerson Case” (Col). So-so $3,000. Last 
week, “Swell Guy” (U) and “Michi- 
gan Kid” (U), $3,300. 

Stanley (WB) (3,800; 40-70)—“Love 
and Learn” (WB). Winding up be- 
hind the eight ball at under $10,000. 
Last week, second of “Calcutta” 
(Par), fancy $10,500. 

(2,000; 40-70)— 


(m.0,), 


Warner (WB) 
“Trail Street” (RKO). Horse opera 
going well here, loud $11,000. Last 
week, “San Quentin” (RKO), $9,000. 


‘LADY’ FINE $18,000 IN 
ST. L00; ‘WALTZ’ SAME 


: St. Louis, May 27. 

With reissues and holdovers domi- 
nating currently and cool weather 
on tap, grosses at the big cinemas 
are only average. “Great Waltz,” a 
reissue, and “Under Cover Maisie,” 
a dualer, are battling it out with 
“Imperfect Lady” and “Danger 
Street,” for top honors. Latter looks 
strongest, 


Estimates for This Week 


Ambassador (F&M) (3,000: 50-75) 
—“Imperfect Lady” (Par) and “Dan- 
ger Street” (Par). Fine $18,000. Last 
week, “That’s My Man” (Rep) and 
“Its a Joke Son” (E-L), $11,000. 

Fox (F&M) (5,000; 50-75)—“Chey- 
enne” (WB) and “Web of Danger” 
(Indie). Thin $16,000. Last week. 
“Stella Dallas” (FC) and “Come and 
Get It” (FC) (reissues) (4 days), 


$5,000 
(Loew) (3,172; 





Loew’s 50-75 )— 
“Great Waltz” (M-G) (reissue) and 
“Undercover Maisie” (M-G). Nice 
$18,000. Last week, “Sea of Grass” 
(M-G) and “Bulldog Drummond at 
Bay” (Col), $20,000. 

Missouri (F&M) (3,500: 50-75)— 
“Stallion Road” (WB) and “Buck 


| Privates Come Home” (U) (m.o.). 


Okay $10,000. Last week, “Love and 
Learn” (WB) and “Smash-Up” (U) 
(2d run), $9,000. 


Orpheum (Loew) (2,000: 50-75)— | 


“Sea of Grass” (M-G) and “Bulldog 
Drummond at Bay” (Col) (m.o.). 
Good $9,000. Last week, “Yearling” 
(M-G) (m.o.), $8,000. 

St. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 50-75)— 
“Calcutta” (Par) and “I Cover Big 
Town” (Par) (2d wk). Neat $12,000 





after $16,000 first stanza. 


Hub Still Dull but Ege’ Wow 326; 
‘Years’ 256; My Man’ 236 in 2 Spo 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week ...... .. $3,094,400 
(Based on 22 cities, 208 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, including 
N. Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Lait Fear . oe0ka: . $2,789,000 
(Based on 22 cities, 185 theatres) 








‘Daughter Lusty 


Cleveland, May 27. 


recorded by “Farmer’s Daughter” at 
Paiace. “Framed,” at Hipp, aiso is 
stout for holdovers. “Great Waltz” 
is proving to be one of State’s 
strongest reissues. “Egg and I” is 
drawing big second stanza biz for 
Allen. 
Estimates for This Week 

Allen (RKO) (3,000; 55-70)—“Egg 

and I” (U) (2d wk). Still boiling at 





$16,000 after terrific $25,000 last 
week. 
Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 55-70)— 


“Framed” (Col). Stout $19,500, with 
'bally on Clevelander Janis Carter 


|helping. Last week, “Smash-Up” 
55-70)— 


(U) (2d wk), solid $14,500. 

Lake (Warners) (800; 
“Smash-Up” (U) (.0.); Trim $3,500 
on third downtown lap. Last week, 
“Stairway to Heaven” (U), $2,800. 

Lower Mall (Community) (570; 90- 
$1.25-$1.50)—“Best Years” (RKO) 
(8th wk). Final round looks prom- 
ising $6,000. Last week, $6,500. 

Ohio (Loew’s) (1,200; 55-70)—“Last 
of Mohicans” (PRC) (reissue). Okay 
$7,500. Last week, “Thief Bagdad” 
(FC) (reissue), $7,000. 

Palace (RKO) (3,000; 95)—“Farm- 
er’s Daughter” (RKO). Drawing 
raves and big $15,000 or near. Last 
week, “Homestretch” (20th), $14,000. 

State (Loew's) (3,450; 55-70)— 
“Great Waltz” (M-G) (reissue). Sol- 
idly sold for sturdy $20,500. Last 
week, “Dishonored Lady” (UA), not 
so dramatic, $13,000. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (2,700; 55-70)— 
“Fabulous Dorseys” (UA). Shoved 
in on short notice and had no build- 
up; feeble $6,000. Last week, “Sud- 
denly Spring” (Par) (m.o.), $6,500. 


Frisco Still Dull But 
‘Yearling’ Giant 306; 
‘Carrolls’ Fine at 246 


San Francisco, May 27. 

Even with the fleet in, biz con- 
tinues in the doldrums here. Sole 
exception to offish beat among new- 
comers is “The Yearling,” which is 
terrific at the Warfield. “Two Mrs. 
Carrolls” also is nice at Paramount. 
Third week of “Farmer's Daughter” 
shapes strongly with new vaude lay- 
out at Golden Gate. 

Estimates for This Week 


Clay (Roesner) (400; 65-85)— 
“This Happy Breed” (U) (5th wk). 
Neat $2,500. Last week, nice $1,800. 

Fox (FWC) (4,651; 55-95)—“Home- 
stretch” (20th) and “Way With 
Women” (WB). Mild $18,500. Last 
week, “Duel in Sun” (SRO) (2d wk), 
sock $33,000 at 90c-$1.20 scale, 


Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 65- 
$1)—‘“Farmer’s Daughter” (RKO) 
(3d wk) plus vaude headed by lena 
Massey and Johnny Downs. Oke 
$19,000. Last week, with vaude 
headed by Grace McDonald and 
Lester Cole Debutantes, nice $23,000. 
_Warkin (Roesner) (400; 65-85)— 
‘Taras Family” (Artkino) (2d wk). 
Only $1,800. Last week, ‘“Man’s 
Hope” (Indie), $2,000. 

Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,448; 55- 
85)—“Egg and I” (U) (4th wk). 
Pert $14,000. Last week, big $18,000. 

Paramount (Par) (2,646: 60-85)— 








“Two Mrs. Carrolls’ (WB). Fine 
$24,000. Last week, “Love and 
Learn” (WB) and “Lost Honey- 


|moon” (PRC), fair $14,000. 

| Stagedoor (Ackerman) (350; $1.80- 

, $2.40)—"“Captive Heart” (U). Drab 

| $3,200. Last week, “Henry V” (UA) 
(34th wk), terrif $6,000. 

7 St. Francis (Par) (1,400: 60-85)— 
Odd Man Out” (U) (24 wk). Down 

‘ies $12,000. Last week, great $20,500. 

United Artists (Blumenfeld) (1,- 

fh vo ale ruishonored Lady” 

| wk). Disa inti 

Last week, hot $14.50. _— 
United Nations (FWC) (1,149: 90c- 

why” Wena Sun” (SRO) (3d 

. ice 

week, aan. 000 or near, Last 

er Warfield (FWC) (2,656; -85 )— 
Yearling” (M-G). Terride ‘Boenen. 
Last week, “Sea Hawk” (WB) ‘and 


“Sea Wolf” ; 
| $11,500. (WB) (reissues), dull 





$15,000 in Cleve. 


Exceptionally punchy take is being | 





Boston, 

Generally no improvensye", 
showing up here although weath 
can hardly be blamed.  Posaiitt! 
of an intra-city World Series is ‘fi 
ing the ball parks every game tar" ‘ 
and I” looks leader, « 
is okay at Boston after Best Yeard 
town on roadshow basis. uP 


Estimates for This Week 





Boston (RKO) (3,200: 74. 
“Best Years” (RKO), ’ Doel 20) 
after 20 weeks uptown on roadshow 
basis. Price higher than usual hem 
but below former scale. Doin yd 
okay $25,000 sans Stageshow — 
continue. Last week, “Born to Kil 
(RKO) with George Mm. Cohan i. 
Pitchmen, Joe Besser. others’ * 
stage, $22,000. oh a 

Exeter (Indie) (1,200: y 
“Stairway to Heaven” (OH), ee 
showed at Copley three weeks at s0- 


so takes; very big here at 9 
Last week, “Happy Breed” Us pou 
“Great Day” (RKO) (3d wk), $3,000 
Fenway (M-P) (1373: 40-89). 
“That’s My Man” (Rep) and “Tove 
and Learn” (WB). re ° ao 


So-so $8, 
Last week, “Happened Fifth ye 


( “Violence” 
ooo and Violence (Mono), 
Majestic (Indie) (1,500; 30-74)— 


“Johnny o’Clock” (Col) and “ 

Fe Trail” (Col). Day-date wie 
Translux, first time these two ever 
tied up, but modest $7,000 looks all. 
Last week, “Corsican Bros.” (PRC 
and “International Lady” (PRC) (2 
wk), $4,000. 


Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 40-80)— 
“Egg and I” (U). Best thing in town 
at wow $32,000 and h.o. for about 
two weeks more. Last week, “Farm. 
er’s Daughter” (RKO) and “Banjo” 
(RKO) (4th wk), $20,000. 

Metropolitan (M-F) (4,367: 40-80 
—"“Two Mrs, Carrolls” (WB) ped 
“Big Town” (Par) (2d wk). Oke 
os after moderate $26,000 in 

rst, ; 

Old South (Siritsky) (700: 40-80)— 
“All Rome Trembled” (Indie), Ital- 
ian film looks so-so $5,000. Last 
week, subsequent-run. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900: 90-$1.25) 
—‘‘Duel in Sun” (SRO). Third week 
for prestige only with biz down to 
$28,000 after trim $38,000 last. 

Paramount (M-P) (40-80)—“That’s 
My Man” (Rep) and “Love and 
Learn” (WB). Off at $15,000. Last 
week, “Happened Fifth Ave.” 
(Mono) and “Violence” (Mono), 
ditto. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 90-$1.25)— 
“Duel in Sun” (SRO). Held here a 
third to make it look good but poor 
$14,000 is result. Last week, oke 
$20,000. 

Translux (Translux) (900; 30-74)— 
“Johnny o’Clock” (Col) and “Sant 
Fe Trail” (Col). Fairly good $7,5 
on day-date basis with Majestic, 
Last week, “Destry Rides Again 
(U) and “When Dalton’s Rode” (U) 
(reissues), $4,500. 

Tremont (Jaycocks) (1,500; 40-80) 
—‘Fun on eekend” (UA) and 
“Three on Ticket” (PRC). Average 
$7,000. Last week, “Fabulous Dor. 
seys” (UA) and “Blonde for Day 
(PRC) (2d wk), $6,000. 


K.C. Perks a Bit With 
‘ ? 
Calcutta’ Standout At 
on: me 
166; ‘Dishonored’ Ditto 
Kansas City, May 27. 
Film trade is looking up slightly 
at a couple of firstruns, but gen 
erally trade is near the modest leve 
els of the last several weeks. a 
honored Lady,” at the Midien® 
shapes as good, while “Calcutta . 
the Newman, looks strong. : 
likely will hold over. All angels 4 
planning better bills for next we 
to catch the Decoration Day trace. 


Rain over the past weekend was no 
help 





Estimates for This Week “ 
Esquire (Fox Midwest) (830; i 
65)—‘“‘Michigan Kid” (U) and “Ira 
to San Antone” (Rep). Fair 95.00%, 
Last week, “Fabulous Dorsey 
(UA) and “Strange Journey” (20th), 
same, . ; 
Kimo (Dickinson : 
“Bedelia” (E-L) (2d wk). Dows be 
modest $3,000. Last week, 1° us 
$5,000. a 
Midland (Loew's) (3,500; 45-65) 
“Dishonored Lady” (UA) ard $16. 
dercover Maisie” (M-G). Gots 
000. Last week, “Boom Town” ‘ " 
(reissue) and nee McGur 
(M-G), average $13,000. a 
Newman Paramount) (1,900; 48 
65) — “Calcutta” (Par). Stros 
$16,000, which will earn it @ secong 
week, Last week, “Blaze of Noe 
(Par), nothing extra at $12,000. 
Orpheum (RKO) (1,900: 45- dies 
“San Quentin” (RKO) and i 
Man” (Par). Slow $9,000. RKO) 
week, “Tarzan and Huntress” ‘ 
and “Easy Come” (Par), ditto. (res 
Tower - Uptown - Fairway | 65) 
Midwest) (2,100, 2,043, 700; q 
—Song of Scheherazade” 
Moderate $13,000. Last week. 
nival Costa Rica” (20th), 


i Same, 





not enough to explain drop. hee 
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‘Grass’ Tall $26,000, Chi; ‘Carrolls’ 
Big 256, Daughter’ Rousing 516, 2d 





Chicago, May 27. * 


“Jols Story,” holding steady at 
em its 22d week without a 
* weakening, remains the phe- 
nomenon of the Loop. “Farmer's 
Daughter” is showing surprising 
strength, playing simultaneously in 
th: two RKO Loop houses, chalking 
up $23,000 at the Grand and $28,000 
at Palace. bi 

“Duel in Sun, 
is shaping for a 


at the State-Lake, 
oe $68,000 after 
dropping its doub e billing with the 
Roosevelt, where it’s replaced by 
the “Two Mrs. Carrolls,” which looks 
a healthy $25,000. Other new entry, | 
Artists, | 





“Seg of Grass,” at United 
heads for fat $30,000. Holdover: 
mainly are off this session. 


Estimates for This Week 
Apollo (B&K) (1,200: 95)—‘“Jolson 
Story” (Col) (22d wk). Still steady | 
at $15,000. Last week, near same. 
Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 95)—“Cal- | 
cutta”’ 
rant heading stage show. 
000. Last week, $50,000. 
Garrick (B&K) (900; 95) —“Mighty 
MeGurk” (M-G) (2d wk), Light 
$11,000. Last week, $14,000. 


Fair $45,- | 


Grand (RKO) (1,500; 95)—“Farm- | 


(RKO) 
Last 


(2d 


week, big 


r’'s Daughter” 
fousine $23,000. 
28,000 

Oriental (Essaness) (3,500; 95) 
“Dishonored Lady” (UA) (2d wk) 
with Ink Spots heading stage show. 
Down’ to moderate $40,000. Last 
week, strong $57,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 95) —‘Farm- 


rs Daughter” (RKO) (2d wk). 
qually strong with simultaneous 


_pleegee at Grand; sturdy $28,000. 
ast week, big $39,000. 

Rialto (Indie) (1,700; 
“Magnificent Obsession” (U) and “I 
Btole A Million” (U) (reissues). 
Okay $11,500. Last week, “Corsican 
se ge (PRC) and “International 

ady” (PRC) (reissues), $11,600. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 95) — “2 
Mrs. €arrolls” (WB). Healthy $25,- 
000. Last week, “Duel in Sun” (SRO) 
tremendous $45,000 at upped scale of 
$1-$1.50. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; $1-$1.50) 


—"Duel in Sun” (SRO) (2d wk). 
May climb to great $68,000. Last | 
week, sock $64,000; increase this | 


week stems from fact that film is in 

only single house this stanza. 
United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 95)— 

“Sea of Grass” (M-G). Fat $26,000 


or near. Last week, ‘Happened in | 


Brooklyn” (M-G) (3d wk), $16,000. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,200; 95-$1.80) 
—"Best Years” (RKO) (23d wk). 
Dropping to $16,000 or close. Last 
week, $18,000. Slated to leave on 


June 11. 
World (Playhouse) (Indie) (587; 
15)—"Carmen"” (Indie) (4th wk). 


Showing unusually fancy take 
$4,000. Last week, nearly same. 





‘Smash-Up’ Tops Denver, 
Mild $16,000 in 2 Spots 


Denver, May 27. 
Biz is way off this week, with big- 
gest total coin going to “Smash-Up” 
in two theatres. “Yearling,” still fine 


in second Orpheum session, is one of | 


city’s best draws currently. 
Estimates for This Week 


- Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 35-74) — 
Song of Scheherazade” (U) and 
Blind Spot” (Col) (m.o.), Nice 


$6,000. Last week, “George Apley” 
(20th) and “Magnificent Rogue” 
(Rep) (m.o.), good $5,000. 
Broadway (Cinema) (1,500; 35-74) 
—‘Brother Talks to Horses” (M-G) 
nd “Lighthouse” (PRC) (3d wk). 
air $5,000. Last week, $6,000. 
Deuham (Cockrill) (1,750; 35-74)— 


“Imperfect Lady” (Par). Thin $8,- | 


500. Last week, “Ladies’ Ma... (Par), | 
$8,000. 
Denver (Fox) (2,525; 35-74) — 


“Smash-Up” (U) and “Sarge Goes 
to College’ (Mono), day-date with 


Webber. Modest $14,000. Last week, | 


“Scheherazade” (U) and “Magnifi- 
1 eel (Rep), same as Webber, 


(Col) (2d wk). Day-date with Para- 


mount. Only $3,000. Last week, nice | 


$4,500. 

a_UTPheum (RKO) (2,600; 35-74)— 
Yearling” (M-G) and “Crime Doc- 
tor’s Manhunt” (Col) (2d wk). Fine 
git,000 or near. Last week, big $20.- 


ack #*amount (Fox) (2,200; 35-74) — 
Stallion Road” (WB) and “Millie's 
Daughter” (Col) (2d wk). Also 
Esquire. Down to $8,000. Last week. 
Nice $10,000. 


Rialto (Fox) (878; 35-74) — “Be-| 


delia” (E-L) and “Joke Son” (PRC). 
Fine $4,500. Last week, “Johnny 
O'Clock” (Col) and “Ghost Goes 
(Rep) (m.o.), mild $4,000. 
«_tabor (Fox) (1,967; 35-74) 
Kings Row” 
ock Rides Again” (WB) (reissues). 
Good $8.000. Last week, “Abie’s 
Irish Rose” 
fine $10,000. 
¥ Webber (Fox) (750; 35-74) 
Smash-Up” (U) and “Sarge Goes to 
llege” (Mono), also Denver. Fair 
$2,000. Last week, “Scheherazade” 


(Par) (2d wk) with Jack Du- 


wk). | 


1 _ : 4) 
} lacie CuLletitiy, 


65-95) — | 


| 
| 


| 


at | 


oF 


Grosses Are Net 

Film gross estimates, as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, i.e., with- 
out the 20% tax. Distributors 
Share on net take, when playing 
percentage, hence the estimated 
figures are net income. 

The  parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, in- 
clude the U. S. amusement tax 

















‘Yearling’ Record 


‘Song’ Torrid 196, Mont’! 


Montreal, May 27. 
Sudden summer weather is keep- 
ing local biz down to merely fair 
| Stage. Top goes to “Song of 
| Scheherazade” this session. 
Estimates for This Week 
Loew’s (CT) (3,115; 35-47-67)— 
“Song of Scheherazade” (U). 
Sizzling $19,000. Last week, “Cali- 
fornia” (Par) (2d wk). solid $13,000. 
Palace (CT) (2,578: 
“Magnificent Doll” 
$13,000. Last week. 
(M-G ), $12,000. 


coin 


(U). Strong 
“Lady in Lake” 


Captol (CT) (2,610; 30-45-62)— 
“Dead Reckoning” (Col) (2d wk). 
Nice $11,000, sturdy opening week 
at $13,500. 

Princess (CT) (2,270; 30-40-53)— 
“Red House” (UA) and “Song of 


Trail” (Col). Neat $9,000. Last week, | 
|“Wake Up, Dream” (20th) and 
“Brasher Doubloon” (20th $8,500. 

Orpheum (CT) (1.119: 30-40-10)— 
“La Forteresse” (Indie) Strong | 
$7,500 fourth week Last week, | 





e * 
Imperial (CT) (1,916; | 
$23,000 in Philly “Michigan Kid” ) and “For Love! 
of on ‘ol 
| 


Philadelphia, May 27. 
“The Yearling” and “Calcutta” | 
are providing the only bright spots | 
Former is setting a | 


new house: record at Goldman’s 
| Karlton. “Private Affairs of Bel 
Ami” at Aldine looks thin. Rest of | 


| midtowners are featuring holdovers | 
m with mixed biz 


Estimates for This Week 
Aldine (WB) (1,303; 50-94)—“Af- 
fairs Bel Ami” (UA). Only $7,000. 


| Last week, “Happened on Fifth Ave.” 
(Mono), oke $8,000 for second round. 
| 
|comber Affair” 


Boyd (WB) (2,350; 
(UA) 


following 


50-94 )—““Ma- 
(2d wk). Mild 
$16,000 oke $24,500 
tialer. 

Earle (WB) (2.760: 60-99 )—“Under- 
cover Maisie’ (M-G) with “Hayloft 
Hoedown’ ’on stage. Looks nice $20,- 
000 or near. Last week, “Fun on 
Weekend” (UA) and Elliot Lawrence 
orch, fairish $15,500. 

Fox (20th) (2,250; 50-94)—‘Alex- 
ander’s Ragtime Band” (20th) (reis- 
sue), Mild $13,000. Last week, 
“Homestretch” (20th), $13,000 for 
third canto. 

Geldman (Goldman) (1,300; 50-94) 
—“Egg' and I” (U) (3d wk). Looks 
good $18,000 after healthy $24,000 
last week. 

Karlton (Goldman) (1,000; 50-94) 
—‘Yearling® (M-G). Running grind 
a, and heading for wow $23,000. 

ast week, “Egg and I” (U), nice 
$10,000 for second frame. 

Keith’s (Goldman) (1,300; 50-94) 
—“Sea of Grass” (M-G) (2d run). 
Fair $8,000. Last week, “California” 
(Par), $7.000. second run. 

Mastbaum (WB) (4,360; 50-94)— 
“Farmer’s Daughter” (RKO) (3d 
wk). Dipping to $17,000 after fancy 
$25,000 second stanza. 

Pix (Cummins) (500; 90-$1.80)— 
“Best Years” (RKO) (8th wk). 
Winding up here with so-so $6,500. 
Last week, fair $8,000. 

Stanley (WB) (2,950; 50-94)— 





Esquire (Fox) (35-74) — “Stallion | 
Road” (WB) and “Millie’s Daughter” 


(WB) and “Bill Hick- | 


(UA) and stage show, | or 


“Calcutta” (Par). Sock $33,000. Last 
week, “Happened in Brooklyn” (M- 
G), $15.500 for fourth week. 
Stanton (WB) (1,475; 50-94)— 
“Framed” (Col) (2d wk). Neat $14,- 
000. Opener was sensational $22,500. 


Heat Bops Seattle But 
‘Carrolls’ Good $11,000 


Seattle, May 27. 
Heat wave here over weekend 
| sloughed biz generally. Town 1s full 
of holdovers and they’re taking the 








ini- | 


$8,500 | 

30-40-50) — 
(U 
|}of Rusty” (¢ F 
Last week, “13th 
“Millie’s Daughter 


good $6,500 
(Col ) 
$6.000 


airly 
Hour” 


** (Col), 


and 





Kaye Ups Women 
Wham 396 in Det. 


Detroit. May 27. 

Sammy Kave band at the Mich- 
igan is pusHing “Way With Women” | 
to a rousing week. Otherwise biz | 
is on depressing side this stanza. Of | 
the holdovers, “Best Years” is going | 
| along steadily at the Downtown and 
| “Song of Scheherazade” is still good | 
| in second stanza at the Fox. 
} Estimates for This Week 
| Adzms (Balaban) (1.740: 70-95) — 
(M-G). Loud 
“Guilt Janet 





“Yearling” 
Last week. 


$18,000. | 

Ames” | 
$10,000. 

Broadway -Capitol 
troit) (3,309; 70-95) 
(WB) and “Sea Wolf” 
issues). Okay $18,000. 
“Ramrod” (UA) and 
Maloney” (Mono) (2d 
$9,000. 

Downtown 
$1.50) — “Best 
wk). Steady 
about same. 

Cinema (Marten) (250: 
“Carmen” (Indie) (3d wk). 
$1.700. Last week, $1,800. 


(United 


(WB) 
Last 


(re- 
week, 
wk), fair 
(Balaban) 

Years” 

$11,000. 


(2,683: $1- 
RKO) (8th 
Last week, 


60-90) 
Good 


| days. Last week, “Dead Reckoning” 
(Col) and “Magnificent Doll” (U), 
$2,300 in 3 days. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4.039; 
| 80-$1)—“Way With Women” (WB) 
with Sammy Kaye orch, others, on 


Stage. Rousing $35,000. Last week, 
“Farmer’s Daughter” (RKO) and 
“Big Fix” (PRC) (2d wk), nice 
$16,000. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,100; 70-95) 
—‘‘Song Scheherazade” (U) and 
“Philo Vance’s Gamble” (PRC) (2d 
wk). Good $16,000. Last week, 
strong $26,000. > 

Palms-State (United Detroit) (2,- 
976; 70-95) — “The Verdict’ (WB) 
and “Love and Learn” (WB). Solid 


$13,000. Last week, “Dishonored 
Lady” (UA) and “Unexpected 
Guest” (UA), loud $15,000. 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2,976; 70-95)—*'Sea of Grass” (M-G) 
and “Brother Talks Horses” (M-G) 





play away from new entrants. “Two 
Mrs. Carrolls” looks best newcomer. 
| Palomar is getting fairly good stage 
fare,~ with Jimmy Wakely band 
boosting “Song of Sierra” to nice 
| stanza this week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (H-E) (800; 45-80)— 
“Suddenly Spring” (Par) and “13th 
'Hour” (Col) (m.o.\. Nice $4,500 or 
lover. Last Sa to 
| aven” (U), so-so $3,800. 

Heifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349; 90- 
| $1.25)—“Duel in Sun” (SRO) (3d 
| wk). Strong $12,000 after great $24.- 
}0 last session. 
" iene (J&vH) (1,650; 45-80)— 
“Wonderful Life” (RKO) (4th wk). 
‘Okay $6,000. Last week, neat $7,900. 
Musie Box (H-E) (850; 45-80)— 
| “westerner” (FC) (2d wk). Slow 
| $3,000. Last week, big $4,800. 
| Music Hall (H-E) 
“Yearling” (M-G) (2d wk). Big $12,- 
000. Last week, sock $19,700. 


Orpheum (H-E) ¢ 2,600; 45-80 )\— 
“Two Mrs. Carrolls’ (WB). Good 
$11,000 or close. Last week, “Odd 


Man Out” (U), okay $9,600, and very 
good compared to what other first- 
runs have been doing here recently. 
| “Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 45-80)— 
| “Song of Sierra” (Mono) and “Born 
\to Speed” (PRC) plus Jimmy Wakely 
orch on stage. Big $7,000. Last week, 
\“Way With Women” (WB) and Jan 
| Rubini on stage, thin $4,000. 


t (H-E) (3,039; 45-80 )— | second frame. + 
| trail Street” (RKO) and “Devil| Stanley (WB) (3,280; | 25-75)— | 
Thumbs Ride” (RKO). Dull $7,000 | “Love and Learn” (WB). Failing to 
| under. Last week, “Suddenly attract at $10,000. bas w eek, WB) 
| Spring” (Par) and “13%h Hour” (Col), | Hawk” (WB) and “Sea Wolf” | 


'okay $10,400. 


Roosevelt Sterling) (800; 45-80 )— | 
“Odd Man Out™ (U) (m.o.). Average | 
) Road” | 


$4,000. Last week. “Stallion 


‘U) and “Blind Spot” (Col), $3,500. (WB) (2d wk), $3,700, 


(2.200: 45-80)— | 


|; $21,000. 





Balto Slow Albeit ‘Egg’ 
| Loud 17G; ‘Odd Man’ 13G 


Baltimore, May 27. 
Best action here is Keith's with 
smash session of “Egg and I.” Also 


steady is “Ramrod” at Mayfair. Rest , 


| of list is only marking time. 
Estimates for This Week 
' Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 20- 
60)—“Odd Man Out” (U). Good re- 
| action from crix and some biz at 
| $13,000. Last week, “Dishonored 
| Lady” (UA), $11,600. 
| Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240; 
| 25-70)—‘‘Millerson Case” (Col) plus 
| vaude headed by Duke of Paducah. 
| Only $12,000, which is not big. Last 
week, “Bedelia” (E-L) and Bowes’ 
Graduates on stage were okay at 
$14,400. 
| Keith’s (S¢hanberger) (2,460; 20- 
| 60) —“Egg-and I” (U) (2d wk). Starts 
| second round a (Tues.) after big 
| $17,000 for initial frame. Last week, 
| “Imperfect Lady” (Par), $9,000. 
| Mayfair 





(Hicks) (980; 25-55)— 
; “Ramrod” (UA). Drawing well at 
| $7,000. Last week, “Hit Parade 1947” 


(Rep), $5,800. 
| New (Mechanic) (1,800; 
|“Homestretch” (20th) 3d wk). 
| Down to $7,000 after okay $8,300 for 


| (reissues), mild $8,800. 

| Town (Rappaport) (1,600; 35-65)— 
“Farmer's Daughter" (RKO) (4th 
wk). Still solid at $9,000 after nice 
} third round at $11,900. 


30-45-62) — | 


| firstruns currently. 


(Col) and “Blondie’s Holiday” (Col), | giving house $45,000, very 


De- | “Guilt of Janet Ames,” on firstrun. 
— “Sea Hawk” | 





“Hard-Boiled | 


Madison (United Detroit) (1,866: 
50-60)\—"‘Framed” (Col) and “La- | 
Cies’ Man” (Par). Fair $2,100 in 3 | 


(2d wk). Strong $15.000. Last week, | 


20-60 )— 


N.Y. Perks; Jack Benny Ups ‘Doubloon’ 
- Huge 1486, ‘Expectations’ Tall 1356, 
‘Imperfect -Clark-Raeburn Oke 656 


'wk). Okay $11,000 in final 5 days, 
seventh stanza good $16,000. “Pos- 
sessed” (WB) opens here tomorrow 
(Thurs, ). 





Nine new shows and 11 
including two dual bills and a pair 
are helping Broadway 
Rain last Sun- 


pictures, 


| of reissues, 


| He . __ Palace (RKO) (1,700; 60-$1.20 )— 
| day (25) and several other days in | “Honeymoon (RKO) (2d wk). 
the past week put a crimp in sev- Slipping with the others, with mod- 
ee ; erate $20,000 likely for initial hold- 
eral of the most promising shOWS | over session; first good $30,500. This 
while dearth of strong fare slow- | is in for three weeks. with “Woman 
ing several theatres on Beach” (RKO) likely to open 
Outstanding on the Street thi vune 6 : 
week, of course, is the Roxy. where Paramount (Par) (3,664; 70-$1.50) 
, Imperfect Lady (Par) plus 
Jack Benny, Phil Harris, Rochester Buddy Clark, Boyd Raeburn orch, 
et al., on the stage are hitting a/!Jan Murray o1 stage (2d wk). 
terrific $148,000 in initial se oO f | Looks to hit good $65,000 onening 
two-week date. Benny’s great ound ¢€ ed last (T ) night. Last 
is overcoming the heavily pa 1 ee] ‘Calcutta Par) and Duke 
“Brasher Doubloon,.” and he likelv | Ellington heading © stagebill nice 
will top this week ih his second $60,000 
stanza because of long Memorial Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 
Day weekend biz House hit new | fellers) (5.945: 70-$2.40)—“Great Ex- 


all-time attendance record of 24.585 | pectations” (U) and stageshow. Go- 


people on Sunday (25). Benny might | ing to solid $135,000. particularly fine 
have come closer to Roxy high, held | in view of absence of name stars for 
by “Razor's Edge,” if house had been | American audiences While not 
getting upped $1.80 scale given ‘hat | opening especially big. this has been 
picture for weekends and holidays. } building ever. since Last week, 
| Music Hall also is hanging up a| “Egg and I” (U) (4th wk), good 
fine week with a no-name British | $109,000. 
picture, “Great Expectations.” Hall] park Avenue (U) (583: $1.20- 
iS heading for $135,000 ol bet er, $2.40) “Carnegie Hall” (UA) (4th 
rated mighty fine considering there’ wk) Down to $7.000 after good 
is not a star or featured player in | ¢19.000 last week. Due to end run 
the film well-known to American au- | gg99n. 
aietices expectations a Ath Rialto (Maver) (594: 35-85) — 
open strongly but has been build- | ,, ag : a ° 
. Salt sake ee, ae —e RS te. 2 | “Backlash (20th) and Jewels 
ing ever since its teeoft Elaborate | Brandent ” (ONth) oot ; ; 
| advance bally and ads helped | = — woe Saul) d ual firstrun 
Paramount, with “Imperfect Lady” eo ra ~~ thin ——e or there- 
and stageshow headed by Buddy | (SG) van wa K, Rg oor sh Kill 
Clark, Boyd Raeburn band and Jan | {°@?, $7,000. Isle of Dead” (RKO) 
Murray, looks to do a good $65,000 and “Body Snatchers (RKO) (re- 
on first week. “Sea Hawk” and “Sea ssues), open next Friday (30). : 
Wolf,” pair of oldies, at Strand are | Rivoli (UA-Par) (2,092; 60-$1.25) 
vood in | — ‘Other Love” (UA) (2d wk). Not 
i view of no stageshow, State. with | doing much_ better than __ initial 


| week, with $23,000 in sight 
barely passable $31,500. “Happened 
on Fifth Ave.” (Mono) already is 
| being advertised to open here next. 
Roxy (20th) (5,886; 80-$1.50) 
“Brasher Doubloon” (20th) with, 
in person, Jack Benny, Phi! Harris, 


first was 
and Lamberti, Buster Shaver and 
Betty Reilly heading vaude, is okay 
at $27,000. 

Elsewhere the returns for new en- 
tries are on_ disappointing _ side. 
| Globe is getting only fair $25,000 


| with opening week of “Framed.” | Rochester, others, on stage (2d wk), 
| Victoria is jerking “Patient Van- | Soaring to terrific $148,000 or near 
| ishes” after one stanza, this old | in first week ended last (Tues.) 
| James Mason film doing a_ thin | night. While not near Roxy record, 

$8.000. “Dishonored Lady.” at the held by “Razor's Edve” (20th), 
| Broadway, shapes extremely mild | house is not getting as much ad- 
| with $16.000 or under. Street’s other | mission on weekends as it did on 
| twin bill, “Backlash” and “Jewels of | “Edge.” No help from pic which 


| Brandenburg,” is giving the Rialto a 


was panned. Set attendance record 
sad $6,000. 


last Sunday (25). In ahead, ‘“Home- 


| Few holdovers or longruns are | stretch” (20th) with Hazel Scott, 
| getting any place this week. Out- | Henny Youngman heading stagebill 
standing exceptions are “Best Years” | (4th wk). $58.000. 
at Astor, with $31,000 in 29th round, : ’ » ak a6 

a oe — 7 Stat (Loew s 3.40 3! 0)— 
and “Odd Man Out,” fine $24.000 in vague i cukt ani pote i 
fifth week at Criterion. Latter is Lamberti Muster Shaver Betty 
being held a sixth frame. which | pein) Lue ium atin Stine, ana 
moves back opening of “Copaca- | Reilly, others, on stave. Nice $27.000 


| or near. Last week, “Blaze of Noon” 


bana” to June 4. | (Par) (2d run) with Charles Trenet, 


Many houses which did not bring 


in new product during past week are saanen’ Donegan heading vaude, 
opening new films in a few days. | «eee he pt Ki 

“Possessed” tees oft tomorrow Strand (WB) (2,756; 75-$1.50) — 
(Thurs.) at the Hollywood after “Sea Hawk” (WB) and “Sea Wolf” 
nearly eight fine weeks with “Two | (WB) (reissues). Pair of strong 


oldies very good $45,000 or close. 
This is particularly solid money in 
, view of house having no stageshow 


Mrs, ~Carrolls.” Gotham opens 
“Magnificent Obsession” and “Stole 
a Million.” two reissues, on Friday 





(30). With Rialto’s two reissues, | Currently. This is a two-week book- 
“Isle of Dead” and “Body Snatch- |} ing. Last week, “Love and Learn” 
ers,” opening same day, Broadway | (WB) and Ina Ray Hutton orch 
will have three dualers running, | heading stageshow (3d wk), $32,000. 
third being combo at Strand. Means Victoria (Maurer) (720; 70-$1.20) 
also that six reissues will be on | —“Patient Vanishes” (FC). British 
view. film made two or three years ago 

“Duel in Sun,” which is down to |; with James Mason in lead appears 
$39.000 or less in fourth week at | headed for mediocre $8,000, and 
Capitol, makes way for “High Bar-| moves out tomorrow. Last week, 
baree” and Guy Lombardo band on | “Jolson Storv™ (Col) (3d wk), neat 
June 5. $9,000. “Junvle Bool” (FC) (reissue) 


Estimates for This Week tees off here tomorrow (Thurs.) 


- . Winter Garden (UA) (1,312; 60- 
As ‘ity r.) 300: 95-$2.40) ‘ ; = , ’ 
on ll ga I ae Fi — , | $1.20)—“Carnegie Hall” (UA) (4th 
Still in chips, with no plans of mov- at ga on wea Be 
ing out. This week shapes to do a ti ae : 
| sturdy $31.000 while last stanza was $38,000. New Orleans (UA) is due 
| $39 000 | to open here early in June, with 


“Hall” staying two or three weeks 
more. 


‘Yearling’ Hot $17,000, 


| Broadway (UA) (1,895: 70-$1.50)— 
| “Dishonored Lady” (UA). Came in 
last Friday (23), with very disap- 
pointing $16,000 likely opening week. 
In ahead, sixth stanza of “Verdoux” 
(UA), fell to $9,000, sad. 





| Capitol (Loew's) (4,820; 70-$1.50) (j < ; ¢ 
—‘Duel in Sun” (SRO) (4th-final Incy, Barbaree ll 
| wk). Third frame ended last (Tues.) 


: Cincinnati, May 27 
. > arate $39,000! ,, a ar ast, 
night slumped to moderate $ ) Yearling” is romping ahead of 


ee > — vac RAG nt 
oo am ee acy ad the three other new firstruns cur- 
Gur Leadiede opens on ls 5 rently and bagging a big Capitol 
| Grite ion caeite> a] 700 60-$1 25) ' purse, Next best grosser is “Ram- 
| ey . | aaggd re ny rod.” “High Barbaree” is good but 


—‘Odd Man Out” (U) (6th-final | 
iwk). Fifth session concluded last | 
(Tues.) night climbed up to around 


“Blaze of Noon” is going for year’s 
low at Palace Downtown biz is 
lifting for second straight week, yet 


$24,000; fourth was $22.000. both , Pop Md 
P é 4 : ° «tT i ne | total score is down unde! Smash- 
— Sapecenans” (UA) open: Up” and “Farmer's Daughter” are 
pie. a hefty as holdovers. 
Glebe (Brandt) (1,500; 70-$1.20)— | ‘ 
“Framed” (Col). Despite nice crix Estimates fer This Week 


Albee (RKO) (3,100; 55-70)—~ 
“Ramrod” (UA). Okay $13,000. Last 
week, “Imperfect Lady” (Par), $11,- 
000. 


appraisal, this looks to get only fai 
$25,000. In ahead, fifth week of “Ma- 
| comber Affair” (UA), nice $15,500 

Gotham (Brandt) (900; 70-$1.40)— 


“The Guilty” (Mono) (2d-final wk) Oe ae * — as 
Down to $6,500 after modest $11,000 carling sp ok Oban. al ~etelemaaee 
| aeemee Dual reissue combo of Holds. Last week, “Sea of Grass 
| eRaaenificent Obsession” (U) and (M-G) (3d wk , moderate $6,000. 
“Stole Million” (U) opens on Friday | .. Grand (RKO a (1,400; 50-70) 
(30) High Barbaree (M-G) Good 

Hollyweed (WB) (1,409: 70-$1.10; | $11,000. Holds. Last week, "See 
| —“Mrs Carrolls" (WB) (8th-final | (Continued on page 24) 
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VARIETY 





ON THE 


From Coast-to-Coost . 
4, 


= Mutual's “Queen For A Day” (5 times) 
ABC's “Bride And Groom” (5 times) 
Mutual’s “Heart's Desire” (* times) 
CBS's “Arthur Godfrey” * ABC’s “Nancy Craig” 
Mutual's “This Ils Jazz” * CBS's “Salute To Jozz” 
NBC's “Abbott & Costello” + NBC’s “People Are Funny* 


ond 50 local programs! 


IN LOCAL STUNTS © 
and EXPLOITATION 





“One of the pleasantest musicals of the season. 
Looks certain of registering OK at the BO!” 


—VARIETY 


“An attraction to exploit!’ —M. P. HERALD 


“Check this one for big ticket sales. Musically, 


romantically, dramatically, it’s a good show!” 
—FILM DAILY 


“A whale of a good show. To deliver a good account 


of itself in all theatres!“ _M.P. DAILY 
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Periis of Pauline 


(SONGS—COLOR) 
Hollywood, May 24. 


art : release of Sol C. Siegel pro- 
Larctenagt “po Betty Hutton, John Lund; 
eres Billy de Wolfe, William Demarest, 
Constance Collier, Frank Faylen. Directed 

- Gaorge Marshall. Screen play, P. J. 
TF steam, Frank Butler; we egg ee ¥ 

, uggested by incidents in life o 
voy White and Charles W. Goddard's orig- 
inal serial. “The Perils of Pauline’’: cam- 
ra (Te hnicolor), Ray Rennahan; score, 
Ravert Emmett Dolan; songs, Frank Loes- 
, McCarron-Raymond Walker; 


- Charles ! 
canal arrangements, Joseph J. Lilley; 
dances. Silly Daniels; editor, Arthur 
Schmidt. Tradeshown May 23, ‘47. Run- 
ning time, 93 MINS. 
Dearl.....scccescosesees weee-- Betty Hutton 

4ike ‘5 tees oo 606000086008 000s John Lund 
ulia...sees coeecccoocceess/Constance Collier 
“Hramy pelndeaghat sdcooebeess eu Ge Wolle 
Maci.ssccceccccseecceces . William Dem arest 
Gurt Seer Serre tr trait Frank Faylen 

William Farnum, Chester Conklin, Paul 

1nzZel Snub Pollard, James F inlayson, 
Rrcighton Hale, Hank Mann, Francis Mc- 
Donald, Bert Roach, Heinie Conklin. 





When nostalgia is combined with 
belly laughs the results are pretty 
-efire. 
poo a combo. It's top entertainment 
for any situation and will register 
resoundingly at the boxoffice. The 
gocko fun is backed by beautiful 
color and other showmanly produc- 
1 ry 
aa romps through it all solidly. 
Betty Hutton is tiptop in the title 
role, giving distinction to antics of 
early day picture-making and four 
pright tunes. It’s a funfest for the 
actress and she makes the most of 
it. Top song of group is “Poppa 
Don't Preach to Me,” and Miss Hut- 
ton sells it strongly. She also gives 


itle 
aust. 


er special touch to “I Wish I Didn't | 
s You 


So,” “The Sewing Ma- 
chine” and “Rumble, Rumble, Rum- 
ble.” all by Frank Loesser; fifth tune 
is the oldie “Poor Pauline,” by 
harles McCarron 
wiker sung by a male quartet. 

Pointing up many solid laughs are 
sequences depicting old open-air 
siages on which all variety of en- 
tertainment was ground out side by 
side in utter confusion. George Mar- 
shall draws heavily on his long pic- 
ture experience to make it all au- 
thentic and garners himself a top 
eredit for surefire direction. 

Screenplay by P. J. Wolfson and 

ran:. Butler purports to show how 
Pari White, early-day serial queen, 
got her start in silent films. Script- 
érs carry her from a New York 
sweatshop to a traveling stock com- 
pany and then into pictures with 
credible writing. Romance engle is 
the only apparent hoke factor in 
script but it, too, blends well with 
overall high entertainment level 

John Lund co-stars with Miss Hut- 
ton as a ham stock actor who is 
loved by the cliffhanger queen 
Choice performances are deliverea 
by Constance Collier, as the char- 
acter actress, and William Demarest 
as the silent director. Latter milks 


many a laugh in depicting the put- | 
gave | 


tee-attired megaphoner who 
Pearl White her chance at film fame. 
Billy de Wolfe, Frank Faylen, Wil- 
liam Farnum, Chester Conklin, Paul 
Panzer, Snub Pollard, James Finlay- 
gon, Creighton Hale, Hank Mann, 
Francis McDonald, Bert Roach and 
Heinie Conklin are among some of 
the early day names who again strut 
their talent. Providing backing for 
the fun is Robert Emmett Dolan’s 
music score and the beautiful color 
lensing by Ray Rennahan. Art di- 
rection, costuming, makeup, editing 





and other production credits give 

strong support to entertainment 

aims. Brog. 
Dear Ruth 


Hollywood, May 27. 


Paramount release of Paul Jones produc- 


tion. Stas Joan Caulfield, William Holden; 
features Edward Arnold, Billy De Wolfe. 
Directed by William Russell. Screenplay, 
Arthur Sheekman from play by Norman 
Krasna; camera, Ernest Laszlo, Trade- 
shown Moy 26 °47, Running time, 94 MINS. 
Muth Wilkins. ..s...e8s ....J0an Caulfield 
Lt. William Seacroft....... William Holden 
Judge Warry Witkins.......Edward Arnold 
Mrs. Edith Wilkins...........Mary Philips 
Miriam Wilkins...... weeeeeeMona Freeman 
Albert Kuioamer....... .eee+- Billy De Wolte 
Sgt. Chuck Vincent......Kenny O’Morrison 
Martha Seacroft.scceossceses Virginia Welles 
Dora, the maid........ ....-Marietta Canty 





The solid comedy that made “Dear 
Ruth” a stage hit has been turned 
into rollicking film entertainment by 
Paramount. It’s socko fun and 
should rate handsomely at the ticket 
windows. Although basis from 
which comedy springs has a war 
date on it, the laughs themselves are 
ageless since such things as uni- 
formed, two-day leaves and the like 
are only incidental to principal aim 
of keeping the customers roaring. 
Production has been well polished 
by Paul Jones to point film for top 
drawer bookings. 

William Holden and Joan Caul- 
field click as the principal couple 
around whom the chuckles are built. 
Holden does a sturdy piece of work 
as the love-eager soldier with a two- 
day leave and amatory urge. Miss 
Caulfield graces the title role niftily, 
making it count strongly among the 
potent cast. 


William Russell’s direction is sure- | 


handed and points the comedy 
brightly. Pace is crisp and know- 
ingly developed under his guidance. 
Standout performance is turned in 
by Edward Arnold as the fun-lov- 
Ing father of Ruth. His lines are 
surefire family humor, tossed off up- 
roarishly by the actor who seeming- 


ly enjoys the assignment. As foil 
for the adult fun, Mary Philips 
registers well as the mother. Billy 


*dEW Olle srates” handsonmie” Credit £61" 


| potent work as the prissy suitor of 


“Perils of Pauline” is just | 


touches by Sol C. Siegel and | 


and Raymond | 


Ruth who has to stand by while 
the soldier gets in his licks. Mona 
Freeman, the brash brat who causes 
all the trouble, is a delight, giving 


the juvenile character a generous 
display of talent. 
Arthur Sheekman’s screenplay 


closely follows the play by Norman 
Krasna, and the broader screen 
scope gives Krasna’s plot added in- 
terest. Story. concerns a young 
soldier flying in for a quick romance 
with the girl with whom he’s been 
corresponding for two years. Un- 
known to couple is fact that younger 
sister had done the letter writing, 
using the elder girl’s name and pic- 
ture. Ruth, just engaged to .a bank- 
er, tries to carry serviceman along 
for the two-day period but nature 
intrudes and a new love blooms. 
It’s infectious hilarity that hits hard 
at risibilities, 

Strongly supporting entertainment 
aims are the camera work by Ernest 
| Laezlo, art direction, music score, 
| editing and other production credits. 
| Brog. 





The Unfaithful 


Miniature Reviews 


“The Perils’ of Pauline” 
(Color-Songs) (Par). Solid for 
entertainment seekers, Socko 
fun, geared for top grosses. 


“Dear Ruth” (Par). Slick film 
version of hit stage comedy. 
Strong entertainment for all 


situations. 

“The Unfaithful” (WB). Drama 
built around medern problem. 
Strong femme appeal and hefty 
b.o. potential. 

“Long Night” (RKO). Grim 
yarn of returned vet who goes 
berserk. Mild b.o. prospects. 

“Jewels of Brandenburg” 
(20th). Formula jewel robbery 
meller heading for fairish biz in 
duals. 

“The Web” (U). Straight 
forward crime melodrama with 
quality presentation and hefty 
audience interest. 

“Repeat Performance” 
Joan Leslie, Louis 
Richard Basehart in 
tasy; should do okay. 

“Winter Wonderland” (Rep). 

Charming romance kept fresh 
on ice; should give strong dual 
ipport. 
“The Patient Vanishes” (Brit- 
ish (FC). James Mason _ in 
a weak, early effort; tepid box- 
office in dual situations. 

“Bells of San Angelo” (Songs) 
(Rep). Satire’ intrudes here, 
which may add some adult fans 
to the host of young Roy Rogers 
admirers. 

“Thunder in Hills” (General). 


(E-L). 
Hayward, 
neat fan- 


e 
oer 





: Hollywood, May 27. 
Warner Bros. release o Jerry W ald pro- 
| duction Stars Ann Sheridan, Lew Ayres 
Zachary Scott: features Kve Arden, Steve n 
| Geray Ann Hoyt. Directed by Vincent 
Sherman On ginal screenplay by David 
| Gols and James Guun camera, Hrnest 
Haller: edito Alan Crosland, Jr.: score 
| Max Steine: Tradeshown May 26, ‘47. 
Running time, 109 MINS, 
|} Chris Hunte: Ann Sheridan 
j Larry Hammaford..............Lew Ayres 
| WMP MEANUBROE, 5 6.600 be dwececs Zachaty Scott 
| oo BE SS Fane Ce ee Hive Arden 
| Prosecuting Attorney....... Jerome Cowan 
| peartin Barrow. .....<ciceses Steven Geray 
Detective-Lt. Reynolds John Hoyt 
Claire .....-Peggy Knudsen 
leMrs. Tanner Marta Mitrovich 
DECOM ON cages vee unn ae sean es Dougias Kennedy 
Boy Beer: Pe Claire Meade 
|} Agnes Frances Morris 
Joan. Jane Harker | 


“The Unfaithful” gears its drama 
to a modern day social prpblem and 
| comes through as potent screen ma- 
terial for top situations. Strong cast 
names of Ann Sheridan, Lew Ayres, 
| Zachary Scott and others promise | 
| plenty of customer interest. 

Backing drama is fine quality pro- 
| duction by Jerry Wald and under- 
| Standing direction by Vincent Sher- 
man. roblem posed by well writ- 
ten script has to do with a married 
woman who, through unusual cir- 
cumstance. cheats on her husband 
while he is overseas. The David 
| Goodis - James Gunn = screenplay 
| makes a plea for understanding and 
forgiveness rather than divorce. 
Such dramatic content has been po- 
tently presented by the writers and 
the appeal to femmes is great. 

Problem is brought to light a year 
| later when the wife, returning to 
her home late at night, kills an at- 
tacker. Through slight flaws in her 
description of incident and _ police 
suspicion, it is gradually revealed 
the dead man was the one with 
whom she had an affair. High sus- 
interest is developéd by 
| Sherman's. direction in keeping 
| characters and events entirely be- 
lievable. He displays understanding 
| that makes yarn increasingly en- 
| grossing as it unfolds through wife’s 
trial for murder, separation from 
husband and eventual reconciliation. 

Miss Sheridan clicks strongly as 
the wife, giving a performance that 
rings true and that will earn her 
most favorable mention. Scott also 
is very good as the husband, turn- 
ing in a creditable job that boosts 
his stock. Ayres, family friend and 
attorney who brings the couple to- 
gether again, lends his role a quiet 
assurance that is effective. 

Among others in cast who register 
strongly are Eve Arden, Jerome 
Cowan, Steven Geray, Art Dealer, 
whose sly blackmailing helps build 
the drama: John Hoyt, believable 
detective: and Marta Mitrovich, wife 
of the death victim. 

Accentuating mood is Ernest Hal- 
| ler’s lensing and the music by Max | 
| Steiner. Art direction and settings | 
are important production factors. 
Brog. 





| pense and 


The Long Night 








Hollywood, May 27. 

RKO release of Anatole Litvak, Robert 
and Raymond Hikim production, directed 
| by Litvak. Stars Henry Fonda, Barbara 
Bel Geddes, Vincent Price, Ann Dvorak; 
features Howard Freeman, Moroni Olsen, 
Screenplay, John Wexles, base! on. story 

| by Jacques Viet: esrnera, Sol Polito: edi- 
} tor, Robert Swink: music, Dimitri Tiom- 
| kin Tradeshown May 26, ’47. Running 
| time, 97 MINS. | 
Bo oe Pee eres ee .....Henry Fonda 
ee Ms oi oe caseeeerns Barbara Bel Geddes 
Maximilian cece .Vincent Price 
| Charlene. ........ o6ceestScctan AOS Dyes 
Sheriff.... ‘ weeee- Howard Freeman | 
Chief of Police........-..---- Moroni Olsen | 
rane. .'. +s 66 6s6606 ..Elisha Cook, Jr. | 
Janitor’s Wife..... eocccseee Queenie Smith ! 
Ae Arerrerecs (ire David Clarke | 
Policeman.....cccesseess> Charles McGraw 
PORE So cc tascenesvigbeae .Patty Wing 

: A. Javis 


Freddie. R bert 


is a sullen brooding | 
World War II who | 


“Long Night” 


film about vet of ho | 
goes on killing spree when his girl 
takes up with another guy. There's | 


some good, challenging writing that | 
indicts a society in which a guy Can | 
| kill legally in war and get it in the 
| neck if he does it in peace, but it’s; 


‘cinematic stuff that others may | 
| pounce on. Brilliant thesping jobs 
| are turned in by Henry Fonda, Bar- 
| 


bara Bel Geddes (making her film 
bow). Vincent Price and others, but 
despite the good cast, picture Is too 
| grim to achieve top b.o. results. 
Film opens with bang-bang as 
Squad car ar- 


| Fonda shoots Price. ( 
<sivess and crowd gathers as’ Fonda 


| their confidence. ei 
ihe tracks down the hiding place of 


| “Travis detours the pitfalls of tak- 


' ng the yarn seriously. Obviously not 


Standout Czecho screen story of 
resistance movement in_ that 
country; solid for arties. 








resolves to shoot it out with cops. 
Via flashbacks, Miss Bel Geddes’ 
meeting with Price and subsequent 
tragic events are revealed. Pricé is 
a magician working in smalltown ni- 
teries with assistant Ann 
tough-as-nails gal with a heart of 
gold. He meets Miss Bel Geddes in 
an Ohio industrial town, breaks up 
her affair with Fonda, and she goes 
completely under his hypnotic in- 
fluence. When Fonda tries to break 
it up Price claims it’s strictly pa- 
ternal. He tells lie after fantastic 
lie, until finally Fonda lets him 
have it. 

Yarn moves from present to past 
and back cleverly, winding up where 
it starte®?. As Fonda takes potshots 
at cops, Miss Bel Geddes braves 
gunfire and tear gas to talk him out 
of it. He surrenders on note that 
justice will eventually be done. 

Fonda is never out of his depth in 
unusual—for him—role. While far 
from pretty, in the accepted Holly- 
wood style, Miss Bel Geddes regis- 
ters solidly as a potent film person- 
ality, fulfilling in every way the 
pkomise she gave in ‘Deep Are The 
Roots.” Price is properly evil. Miss 
Dvorak, while a trifle too literate 





Dvorak, | 


! to hold interest tight. 


for the role of a gadabout showgirl, | 


turns on some top histrionics and 
displays her elegant gams to good 
effect. Queenie Smith stands out in 
support as landlady. 

Robert and Raymond Hakim-Ana- 
tole Litvak production has received 
a top direction job from 
Mob scenes outside the apartment 
building are especially outstanding. 


Polito’s lensing, the magnificent 
scoring and conducting job by Di- 
mitri Tiomkin, and Eugene Lourie’s 
stark settings. Mike. 


Jewels of Brandenburg 


20th-Fox release of Sol M. Wurtzel produc. 


| establishes himself in films. 


Litvak | back up the principals. 


tion. Stars Richard Vravis; teutures Miche- | 
line Cheirel, Leonard Sirong, Carol Thurs- 
ton, Lewis Russell, lLonis M ier ier 
nando Alvarado. Directed’ by Mugene Ford 
Oviginal screenplay, Irving Elinwn, Irving 
Cummings, Jr., Robert G. North smiera, 
Benjamin Kline: editor, William Claxton, 
Frank Baldridge. At Rialto, N. Y., week 
May 2%, ’47. Running time, 64 MINS, 
Johnny Vickers.............Richard Travis 
Claudette Grandet......... Micheline Cheirel 
Marcel Grandet......cses.s. Leonard Strong 
Carmelita Mendoza.......... Carol Thurston 
Roger Hamilton......... ... Lewis Russell 
FACETS s 054356 b¥s0cvece ooeees.- Suis Mercier 
WUE: FUR phy eas cove ee... Fernandes Alvarado 
Miguel Solomon..... Cdoovecs Kugene Borden 
EO. 6 <546d36o05808% eee Ralf Harolde 
POU) TIOBMON: 0. ce cccesses .. dato Reichow 
PRN ods tees bcs bee bee otek? Htarro Melle: 


Producer Sol M. Wurtzel has 


; reached for a worn formula in fash- 


ioning “Jewels of Brandenburg,” an 
undisturbing who-stole meller. It’s 
no gem in the hackle-raising depart- 
ment nor is it sufficiently high tem- 
poed to keep the patrons edging for- 
ward. Nonetheless, there’s enough 
verve and deftness in lines and act- 


ling to pick up most of the slack and 


make this film fair for dual 
operations. 

With Lisbon as locale. pic unreels 
the surprisingly unstrenuous efforts 
of a U. S. agent (Richard Travis) to 
recover the pile of purloined valua- 
bles which, at the war's fadeout, are 
in the mitts of Ngzi mobsters. Posing 


game 


'as a jewel smuggler, Travis contacts 


the band and wangles his way into 
After much to-do, 


the jewels and recaptures the baubles. 
Pic ends in a burst 0° rod work that 
peps up an otherwise lagging devel- 
opment. 


Louis Hayward, Richard Basehart: features | 
Virginia Field, Tom Conway. Natalie | 
Schafer, Benay Venuti. Directed by Al- 

fred Werker. Screenplay, Walter Bullock, 

based on novel by William O'Farrell: cam- | 
era, Lew W. O'Connell; editor, Louis HW. 

Sackin; music, George Antheil, Reviewed! 

N. Y., May 22, '47. Running time. 91 MINS. 

Marney Page. os... ofes ks ctos Louis Hayward 

| ST eee ee Joan leslie 

William Williams....... Richard Basehort 
| Paula Costello....... ToT Terr Virginia Field 

John Friday..,.... 60606 e66e .Tom Conways 

Mioise BRAW:cccscccds coos NAtalie Schafe: 

ae | eee ee Benay Venuta 

Mattie TU UTE TT CT TTT -Ilka 


playing for keeps, he skips through whom E-L signed aiier he won the 
his part working more for the yocks 


than otherwise. Also plussing in the 
light touch is Carol Thurston who 


patly depicts a jealous’ senorita. 


Leonard Strong as the 


gun pumping Hitlerian gets enough 


} menace into thin-lipped role to satisfy 


the action fans while Micheline 
Cheirel, as his wife, is svelte and 
sexacious, 


Pic could be toned up by sharper 
pacing and added suspense buildup, 
On that score, directing is only fair 
to middling. Camera work also 
creaks in mediocrity. Wit. 


The Web 


Hollywood, May 22. 


Universal-International release of Jerry 
Bresler production. Stars Edmond O'Brien, 
Killa Raines, William Bendix Vincen 
Prix features Maria Palmer, John Abbott 
Fritz Lieber Directed by Michael Gordon 
Screenplay William Bowers, Bertram M 
hauser from story by Harry Kurnitz n 
era Irving Glassberg; editor Russell 
Schoengarth: music, Hans J. Salter rade 
shown May 20, 47 Running time, 87 MINS. 
Noel Faraday) Ella Raines 
Bob Regan Kdmond OB ’ 
Lieut Sys Will m Bendix 
RTO TORT ico os dv scdeets Vi “nt ft 
Martha Kromer...ccccscoress Maria Palin 
(harles Murdock..... John Abbot 
Leenesd.. BeORel i. és «is cscvenes Fritz Le 
James Nolan Howard Chamberlain 
Emilio Caneta Tito Vuolo 
District Attorney... Wilton Ciraff 
Newspaper Librarian......Robin Raymond 





There 
cluttering 
drama. 
who 


are no Freudian angles 
up “The Web's” melo- 
Picture presents a crook 
because he wants 
and power and not because of some 
psycho-quirk springing from a past 


money 


incident. Film has a freshness in 
dialog and situations that project 
strong interest for audiences and 


will rate good boxoffice payoff all 
down the line. 

Topnotch performances by major- 
ity of cast carry the melodramatics 
along in forthright style. The pace 
is tight and fast, accentuating in- 
trigue and excitement. Standout is 
Edmond O’Brien as the hero 
becomes enmeshed in Vincent Price’s 
scheme to hold on toe a stolen mil- 
lion dollars. He walks off with his 
assignment with a performance that 
will build his following. Another 
honor-garnerer is William Bendix as 


villainous, 


who | 


an honest cop whose lack of faith in | 


things being as they appear-is re- 
sponsible for eventual downfall 
Price. Latter gives a compelling 
reading to the role of a treacher- 
ous, suave big-business man. Ella 
Raines co-stars as heroine and sec- 
retary to Price who awakens ro- 
mantic interest in O’Brien. 

The sharp screenplay by William 
Bowers and Bertram Millhauser, 
based on a story by Harry Kurnitz, 


of | 
| 


} Stev ‘ 
| Timothy Wheeler 


is loaded with clever dialog that 
sparks light feeling as antidote to) 
heavier moments and a:counts for 


freshness in plot develop nent. 

Plot deals with efforts of a young 
attorney and the police 10 trap Price 
into confession of two murders and 
theft of the million bucks. How it’s 
done has plenty of punch and thrills 
As his first 
screen directing chore, former stage 
director Michael Gordon definitely 
It’s an 
effective first try that gets the best 
from the suspense ingredients. 

Firstrate supporting performances 
i Maria Pal- 


mer, in a short bit, is very good. 


| John Abbott, Fritz Leiber, Howland 


| Chamberlin, 
Other credits rating high are Sol | ensimyges 


Robin Raymond and 


others make short footage count. 


Y. Drama Critics’ award for his 
Broadway performance in “Hasty 
Heart.”” He emerges in this as an in- 
telligent thesper who should do well 
in films if. given the right roles. 

Story, scripted by Walter Bullock 
from a novel by William O'Farrell, 
leaves a few loose ends dangling at 
the final fadeout but nonetheless rep- 
resents a neat treatment of a difficult 
assignment. On a New Year’s Eve in 
1947, Miss Leslie, a Broadway star, 


murders her alcoholic husband. On 
the way to seek advice from her 
|triendly producer, she makes the 


| wish that she could have the year 
l to live over again so that she could 
make certain things worked out dif- 
| ferently. Through some unexplained 
reason, her wish is granted and, when 


She reaches the producer's apart- 
ment, she discovers it’s New Year's 
Eve in 1946 

Then, although she knows what 


will happen during the ensuing year, 
events prove that no human can 
meddle with fate. She tries to change 


the pattern of things that led up to 
the shooting but, though several 
events happen differertly, comes 


New Year’s Eve again and she’s once 
more contronting her husband with a 
gun when he tries to kill her. Sev- 
eral shots ring out and he falls dead, 
but this time she finds it was an in- 
sane triend who'd just escaped from 
ehat fra a 


, 
an acyvlim urhya 
weeiG SOOe iro 


Moral to the tale, if there is one, is 
summed up in his words that destiny 
“doesn't care about the pattern as 
long as the result is the same.” 

Cast, for the most part, 
petent under the guilding hand of 
director Alfred Werker. Louis Hay- 
ward tends a bit to over-emotjng as 
the alcoholic husband but manages 
to convey the right mood to the part. 
Basehart shines as the friend who 
goes insane, although unfortunately 
the story doesn’t clarify the reasons. 
Virginia Field, Tom Conway and 
Natalie Schafer carry out the sup- 
porting roles well. Musicomedy song- 
stress Benay Venuta also makes her 
screen bow in “Performance” in a 
straight dramatic part and carries off 
her assignment capably. 

Production credits are good, with 
the lush sets and costumes evidenc- 


her 
wCtiatita TIE, 


m hoahin 
aah 


is com- 


ing that producer Aubrey Schenck 
sunk a hefty bankroll into the film. 
Stal. 

sscipnaillipeniapi: 
} y , 
| Winter Wonderland 
Republic release of Walter Colmes-Henry 
Sokal) production Stars Lynne Roberts, 
Charles Drake; features Roman Bohnen, 
Keri Blore tenee Godfrey Directed by 
Rernard Vorhaus, Screenplay, Peter Gold- 
|} baum, David Chandler, Arthur Marx, Ger- 
| trude Purcell, based on idea by Fred 
} Schiller camera, John Alton: editor, Robert 
Jahns. Previewe!l N, Y¥., May 22, ‘47. Rune 
} ning time, 71 MINS, 

Nanay Wheeler........s0.+ Lynne Roberta 


Kir! covvcciccecso sg meres Drake 


-Roman Bohnen 

RAM NE DE. |. » os osds ad bek-ea ‘ Eri Blore 
Retty Wheeler Mary Eleanor Donahue 
Phyllis Simpson ...Renee Godfrey 
Maree ... Janet Warren 
Seth 90 ig hewdaea ves Harry Tyler 
Mi Schuvier-Riggs tenie Riano 
Telenhone Operator. Diana Mumby 
Bellho Alvin Hammer 
There are no marquee names in 
“Winter Wonderland,” but the title 


|of this Repub pie should be a hot- 


weather lure in itself. Repub’s skat- 
ing star, Vera Ralston, who might 
be exnected to be in it because of all 
that ice and snow, isn't. Femme lead 
is Lynne Roberts, who's very appeal- 
ing. and with Charles Drake in the 
stellar bracket she helps ‘create a 
charming variation of the Cinderella 
yarn for the lower part of the duals, 

“Wonderland” is almost wholly 
outdoor stuff. But the dazzling white 
| backgrounds are never permitted to 
get monotonous. When the farmer’s 


| dauehter and the ski instructor from 


Production dress, marshalled by | 
Jerry Bresler, is top showmanly 
mounting, Camera work and music 


score are effective suspense factors 
and film has been given smart art 
direction and set decorations to fur- 
ther quality flavor in physical 
values. Edi*ing is gdod. Brog. 
Repeat Performance 
KMagle-Lion release of Bryan Foy (Aubrey 
Schenck) production Stars Joan Leslie, 





“Repeat Performance” represents 
Eagle-Lion’s first stab at the bigtime 
via a top-budgeted production made 
on its home lot. That in itself would 
not rate it A playing time but the 
film has the proper ingredients to 
do good biz in most first-run situa- 
tions. Novel story, a*fantasy affair, 
is well-paced and well-acted and the 
names of Joan Leslie and Louis Hay- 
ward should help brighten the mar- 
quee. E-L has already teed off a boff 
ballyhoo campaign with its world 
preem last week in Zanesville, O., 
which will probably pay off. 

“Performance” marks the first pic- 
ture done by Miss Leslie since she 
ankled the Warners’ lot after her 
lengthy litigation with that company. 
She gets a chance at a meaty, serious 
role and makes out okay in it, al- 
though a little more restraint would 
have helped erase the starry-eyed in- 
genue for which audiences have come 
to accept her. Film also marks the 


‘screen debut “of Richard Basehart, 


ithe big lodge aren’t developing their 


| 


Gruning | 
| 


romance, the lodge owner is put- 
ting on skating exhibitions and ski 
| events. 

A ski ballet is a distinct novelty, 
and a ski race, proceeds of which 
are hoped to get the heroine out of 
|a jam. is pulse-quickening stuff. John 
| Alton’s camera work here is striking. 
|Resu'ts are in the best manner of 
the chase. 

Everyone in the pic is pleasant, 
|including Eric. Blore, as the lodge 
owner: Mary Eleanor Donahue, as 
the heroine’s young sister, and 
Roman Bohnen, as her old man, 
There are no villians. Even in the 
bie race it’s the hero and heroine 
who compete with each other, and 
the windup of that is a clinch. 


The Patient Vanishes 
(BRITISH-MADE) 





Film Clossics release of Pathe Pictures, 
Lid, preduction, Stars James Mason: feae 

rex Marearet Vynor, Gordon McLeod, Mary 
Clore, Terry Conlin. Directed by Lawrence 
Hluntineton Screenplay, David Hume from 
oviginel bv Hlume, At Viectorin, N. Y¥.. week 
M ”' "$7. Running time, 73 MINS, 
Mick Cardby James Mason 
The Matron , aboeretas Mary Clare 
Mall Lennett. , .....-Margaret Vyner 
Ih tive Inspector Cardby..CGordon MeLeod 
Doctor Moger.......++ ..-.+- Frederick Valk 
Mere CeIn :.sdesces ...Barbara Everest 
bene MOrMe..cccccsccecess Barbara James 
Lior) Morn@. .cceesss .....G. H. Muleaster 
Al M ” : veetes -Eric Clavering 
Detect Sergeant Trotter 7 Terry Conlin 
Mr. Bislick......cvcccccees : W. G. Fay 
DD» mr CrosbiP. csi ccodeses Brefni QO’ Rorke 
POUPED. waces 69566005 Sesbeoveces Viola Lyel 
Sir Walla Benson...... Anthony Shaw 

This picture predates the era of 
British know-how in _ filmaking. 
Turned out in 1943 as a vehicle for 


James Mason and stashed away une 
plaved during the war, it now finds 
way to American screens as an 
unmuscular carbon of Hollywood's 


P**~» (Continhéd on page 20). ** 
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Munro, Greater Union Expanding In 
Aussie; Fuller-Carroll’s 2.500-Seater 


Brisbane, May 20. 
With the easing of heavy wartime 
burdens down here, major picture 
chains and other entertainment 
units are starting on expansion pro. 
First new change here is deal 


Charles Munro (former head of 


Hoyts’ : 
made which would expand their 


circuit as far north as Cairns. Deal 
is about fixed with the Jack Morris 
Far Northern Theatres. Munro and 
Sloman come in, it’s said, via a 
stock deal. Sloman now runs an 
indie chain in Melbourne while 
Munro has interests in Queensland 
with indie showman, Dick Stephens. 

Greater Union Theatres-Rank, 
topped by Norman B. Rydge here, 
has set a deal for takeover of Hud- 
son’s Theatre Supply Co., one of 
oldest supply units in Australia. It 
will be merged with the Greater 
Union-Rank National Theatre Sup- 
ply Co., making this unit the topper 
Down Under. 





Give $750,000 For Perth House 
Perth, May 20. 


Sir Ben Fuller and Garnet Car- 
roll have just purchased the free- 
hold of the Capitol, 2,500-seater 


here, from the Temple Court inter- 
ests. Fullers have been operatihg 
house on lease for pix. New deal 
makes Sir Ben and Carroll their 
own landlords now. Freehold take- 
over cost about $750,000. 

Film policy likely will 
with some shows in from time to 
time. Garnett Carroll is currently 
running “Life With Father” at his 
Princess, Melbourne. 


continue, 





Eagle-Lion Opens Bid 
For Latin-Am. Trade, 


Orening 3 Exchanges 


Hollywood, May 27. 
Eagle-Lion will start its bid for 
the Latin-American trade in June 
with the opening of three film ex- 
changes in Mexico, Panama and 
Cuba. Arthur Krim, prexy, an- 


nounced that seven more branches | ture is a documentary 


will be set up by September in Ar- 
gentina, Brazil, Chile, Peru, Bolivia, 
Venezuela and Trinidad. 

Sam Seidelman, foreign distribu- 
tion chief, will plane to South 
America in July to give the new 
setup his personal attention. 


‘REBECCA’ PARIS CLICK 





IN THREE-WAY SHOWING 


Paris, May 27, 

Dubbed version of David O. Selz- 
nick's film, “Rebecca,” is clicking at 
a high b.o. pace in three Paris first- 
runs with a subtitled version soon 
due in a fourth house. Paul White, 
Selznick’s rep in Europe, gave “Re- 
becca” a press preview last Wed- 
nesday (21) in the dubbed version 
despite squawks from some critics 
that they were entitled to review 
the orginal American version. 

Philippe. Acoulon, head of the 
SOGEC chain, explained that the 
pic was shown dubbed to the critics 
Since it was shown to the public in 
Same manner. “Rebecca” has been 
contracted by SOGEC with an un- 
precedented large minimum guar- 
antee under the new Acoulon policy 
of booking only the best product of 
all makes including American. 
“Gilda” is preeming at his Francais 
theatre May 29 with Rita Hayworth 
expected to attend following a rest 
cure on the Riviera. 





Mex Pix Biz Dropping 


Mexico City, May 20. 

Official figures for the first quar- 
ter of 1947 show a progressive drop 
in local cinema biz. Figures on 
cinemas’ gross are: Jan., $1,700,000; 
Feb., $1,425,000, and March, $1,450,- 
000. 

Cinemas’ b.o. slump is attributed 
largely to the general depression 
that has cut general biz 40% from 
last spring’s levels. 





LAWRENCE N. Y.-BOUND 
Paris, May 27. 


Laudy Lawrence is currently 
heading for New York to press his 
law suit against Sir Alexander 
Korda. 

Lawrence, former Korda’s exec 
Producer in London, is claiming 
damages resulting from alleged 


breach of contract when Korda fired 
him last year. 


+ 


loop) and Maurice Sloman | 
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MPA Polling Middle East 


| For Opinion on U.S. Pix. 


Jerusalem, May 15. 

| <A. J. Healy, Motion Picture Assn. 
rep currently on tour through the 
| Middle East, is polling public opin- 
;lon to determine the attitude to- 
| wards Hollywood pix as part of the 
MPA's public relations policy in for- 
eign countries, Promoting good 
| will, Healy has also been @ssisting 
| local cinema owners in thei: nego- 
tiations with U. S. distributors. and 
was instrumental in assuring a regu- 
| lar supply of films during the recent 
political emergency. 

Exhibs were less _ enthusiastic 
about Healy’s proposals to introduce 
16m prints which Hollywood is now 
turning out for foreign consump- 
| tion, Theatre owners fear a decline 
in receipts, as the narrow-gauge 
| films would enable small cinemas 
|}and collective settlements to run 
the same pix now being shown in 
the cities. 





Belgian Festival 


Set to Go Sunday 


Brussels, May 27. 
With the Brussels World Film 
| Festival unveiling Sunday (1) at the 
Palais des Beaux-Arts, last minute 
entries have been received from 
Argentine which is submitting Luis 
Saslavsky’s “The Ghost Lady” with 
Delia Garces and Ernesto Vilches. 
Morocco is also augmenting its orig- 
inal entries with “The Seventh 
Door” and “Yamina,” an Arabian 
| language pic with French subtitles. 
| Following the official ceremonies 
the first day’s exhibitions 
| Start with the screening of the Bel- 
| gian film, “Le Fondateur” (“The 
Founder”). Dealing with life of 
| King Leopold I, founder of the pres- 
; ent Belgian royal dynasty, the pic- 
Script and 
handled by 





commentary is 


| 
Bronne. 


To the winner of the best full- | Calif.), who represents the Holly- 


| length feature film will go the Brus- 
| sels Festival “Oscar,” a- one-foot 
| high statuette carved by the noted 
sculptor, Oscar Jespers. 
be made by the board of adminis- 
trators and festival management and 
will be a bronze replica of the Brus- 
sels patron saint, Saint Michael, 
who's‘ depicted killing a dragon. 
Statuet will also be embellished with 
a reproduction of the large weather- 
vane atop the Brussels Town Hall 

Another award is slated to be be- 
stowed on one of the winning reels 
by the International Film Press 
(Fipresci). Known as a “symbolic” 
prize, it will go to the best picture 
seen by a jury of film critics who 
| will assay all entries of the Festival. 
| Other Festival events coming up are 
a screening of RK.O’s “Citizen Kane” 
at two Brussels houses for the first 
| time in Belgium for the benefit of 
| the Film Press Charitable Fund. 
Some 300 original Walt Disney draw- 
| ings are also slated to be exhibited 
|at the Galerie du Cercle Gaulois 
starting June 4. 











Trade Meet at Brussels 

An International Film Trade Con- 
gress is scheduled to be held here 
from June 16 through June 25 under 
' auspices of the Assn. of Belgian Film 
Theatre Directors. Conclave will be 
in session simultaneous with the 
Brussels World Film Festival. 

Agenda fixed by the group’s or- 
ganizing committee will deal with 
taxation on shows and royalties, film 
renting percentages, educational mis- 
sion of the motion picture, film trade 
and theatre regulations and tech- 
nical improvements plus questions 
raised by television. Meet will also 
consider creation of an International 
Federation of Film Trade in order 
to maintain permanent contact be- 
tween worldwide theatre owners. 





Reisman, Darnell to Attend 

Phil Reisman, RKO veepee in 
charge of foreign distribution, and 
Linda Darnell, abroad on a three- 
month vacation, are due in Brussels 
| for opening ceremonies of film festi- 
val. 

Following the festival, Miss Dar- 
' nell will make p.a.’s in Germany as 
requested by U. S. Army special 
services Maj. Gen. A. R. Bollen, who 
arranged for her to appear through 
Paris agent Matt Duffin, 
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Mex Clicks Rate High 


Mexico City, May 20. 

Fancy pay being offered here for 
stage performers who click. Libertad | 
Lamarque, Argentinian tango singer, | 
No. 1 name in Latin America, re- | 
portedly nixed offer of $6,000 for 10 | 
days at the Folles Bergeres, front- | 
line vaude-revue house, biggest 
money ever held out by a theatre 
of that kind here. She said she will | 
only do stage work at the head of | 
her own company, and for a salary 
plus 50% of gross. 

Amanda Ledesma, pic actress, is | 
| playing the Tivoli, newest vaude- 
revue theatre, for $350 a day. Pedro 
| Armendiz, pic actor, copping slightly 
more daily at the Folies. 


ASST. WAR SECY 








U.S. Dramatists Nearly Monopolize 7 
Vienna Legit Stage in 46-47; ‘Father, 
‘Claudia, Menagerie for Next Season 





Georgie Wood to Produce 


¥ 


Vienna, May 13. 
| American playwrights had a prac- 
/tical monopoly on hits on the Vienna 


For Whitehall in Aussie legit stage in the season just taper- 


Sydney, May 20. 
Wee Georgie Wood, now a smash 
hit at the Tivoli for Dave Martin 
interests, will produce 


| buck,” currently at Wyndham in 
London, for Whitehall Productions, 
headed by Kathleen Robinson and 


Roland Walton. 
“Moon Is 


Comedian produced 


Down” and “Susan and 


|God” in England some time ago, his 


TO 0.0. AMGS 
PIC PLANS 


Washington, May 27. 

Assistant Secretary of War How- 
ard C. Peterson left for Germany 
today (27) with one of his chores 
being to investigate the American 
Military Government’s plans to help 
the Germans reestablish their film 
industry. and export their films to 
the U. S. 


Pending Peterson’s return, the 
War Department has decided to 
mark time on the issue which has | 
disturbed the American film indus- 
try. A report which the Army had 
expected to get out on, the situation, 
has been ordered into cold storage 
by Peterson until he can make his 
own investigatién and have his 
findings incorporated into the Army’s 
release. 

Meanwhile, Brig. Gen. R. B. Mc- 
Clure, just back in this country from 











Carlo | before going on vacation. 





Berlin where he served as chief of 
control, goes on a 
month’s leave before taking over as 
chief of the information field office 
in New York. He had the entire | 
German film situation under him in 
Berlin with Erich Pommer working 
for him. McClure has been in N. Y. 
since his return Saturday (24) but 
comes to Washington tomorrow (28) 


Rep. Gordon McDonough (R., 





wood district, has finally heard from 
Secretary of War Robert Patterson. 
McDonough wrote to protest the 
plan for importing German films, | 
particularly those which were made | 
during the period of Nazi control of 
the country. Patterson declared 
there would be no importation for | 
some time to come and added that | 
anything which was sent would be 
thoroughly screened. 





WB BOOKINGS STIR MEX 
Mexico City, May 27. 

Trans-Lux’s cinema here, the 
Trans-Lux Prado, swankiest in Mex- 
ico, booking four Warner Bros, pix 
for a combined run of 26 weeks, has 
provoked mutterings in the Mexican | 
film industry. 

Talk grows of urging enactment of 
the pending law that demands a} 
minimum of half a year’s exhibition 
time for Mexican films in all of the 
land’s 1,411 cinemas. 








Current London Shows 


(Figures show week of run) 
London, May 27. 

“Bless the Bride,” Adelphi (5) 
“Born Yesterday,” Garrick (18). 
“Clutterbuck,” Wyndham (38). 
“Dancing Years,” Casino (12). 
“Eagle Two Heads,” Globe (15). 
“Fifty-Fifty,” Strand (7). 
“Friend Lester,” St. Martins (3). 
“Guinea Pig,” Criterion (67). 
“Here There,” Palladium (8). 
“Jane,” Aldwych (17). 

“Man Ministry,” Comedy (21). 
“No Room Inn,” Wint. Gdn. (56). 
“New Barabbas,” Vaudeville (12). 
“Oklahoma!,” (4). 

“Old Vic,” New (30). 

“Peace to Peckham,” Princes (11). 
“Perchance to Dream,” Hipp (110). 
“Piccadilly Hayride,” Wales (11). 
“Power and Glory,” Fortune (33). | 
“Present Laughter,” Haym’ket (6). 
“Proudly Present,” Yorks (4). 
“Romany Love,” Majestys (12). 





“Sweetest Lowest,” Ambass. (56). 
“1066 All That,” Sayville (5). 
“Together Again,” Vic Palace (6) 
“Under Counter,” Phoenix (78). 





“White Devil,” Duchess 
“Winslow Boy,” Lyric (53). 
“Worm’s View,” Whitehall (4). 


| independence and character. 


“She Wanted Cream,” Apollo (13). | 


(12). 





only legit production experience. 
It’s -his initial legit bid here. 


Comic leaves for U.S. after show's | 


opening in June to fulfill contracts. 
Hé will on to London, select 
some plays for Whitehall and return 
here next October to take the lead 
in a Yuletide play and iater an in- 


go 


| timate revue. 


Korda’s 1-Out-of-3 





Pitch for Eng. Pix 


London, May 27. 

Sit Alexander Korda is militantly 
pressing his campaign to protect the 
British film. industry against Ameri- 
can competition through a quota act 
that will guarantee British pro- 
ducers one week out of three weeks 
of running time. 
sure of British exhibitors who fear 
a picture famine if such a quota act 
is passed, Korda-says that without 
such a law he doubts whether do- 
mestic filmmakers can “retain their 

In a London Daily Telegraph 
article last week, Korda _ wrote: 
“Owing to the present organization 
of the British film world, and above 
all, to the enormous preponderance 
of Hollywood's great business enter- 
prises on the British screen, British 
films cannot have a fair show even 
in the home market without a meas- 
ure of protection.” Referring to the 
opposition hue and cry, he claimed 


that an “immense machinery of 
| propaganda is being set in motion 


| against the provosals of the British 


film producers.” 

Squaring off against Hollywood 
and taking a swipe at his chief com- 
petitor, J. Arthur Rank, in a thinly 
veiled reference, Korda referred to 
the future quality of British films by 
declaring: “If the British film indus- 
try is going to take the same road as 
America, if great monopolistic com- 
bines are going to be created here 
as they have been in the United 
States, which absorb cinemas and 
studios alike, then our film-makers 
will quickly find themselves in the 
same position as the Hollywood pro- 
ducers. They will be just as sub- 
merged by the inevitable conserva- 
tism and unimaginativeness of these 
vast and soulless organizations as 
are the film-makers of America.” 


Terrif Slump At 





Vancouver Boxoffice 


Vancouver, May 20. 

The entertainment business 
general has hit the skids here. The 
turnstiles have slowed down in the 
filmeries, niteries and concerts. 

The greatest slump has occurred 
in the nitery business where, accord- 
ing to local operators, “the bottom 
has fallen right out.” 

What is helping to make it tough 
on the cafes, latter aver, is the re- 
luctance of acts to cut their fees. 
The only nite spot which seems to 
be doing any business is the classy 
Hotel Vancouver, which offers sup- 
per-dancing three times a week, but 
without any floorshow. 

In the theatres, business has 
dropped off in the first-runs, but has 
held up in the suburbans. 


RESERVE DECISION 
Federal Judge Simon. H. Rifkind 
reserved decision last week after a 
two-week trial in N. Y. federal 
court in a breach on contract action 





lbrought by General Overseas Corp. 


against Republic Pictures Interna- 
tional Corp. 

Plaintiff sought $250,000 damages 
charging Republic had failed to live 
up to @n agreement whereby it was 
to receive exclusive distributional 
rights on 32 pictures in certain Eu- 
ropean countries and Africa. 


“Clutter- | 


Against the pres- | 


in | 


jing off, according to reports from 
Ernst Lothar, U. S. Army’s Informa- 
{tion Services theatre and music of- 
ficer. Lothar, who took his present 
job in 1946, placed 16 Yank dramatic 
pieces in Vienna during 1946-'47 sea- 
son. Ten of these are classified as 
solid hits, with runs of 50 or more 
performances, very big for this part 


of the world. Some are still run- 
ning, with “Jacobowsky and Colo- 
nel” remaining strong after 150 
shows. 

Lothar’s score of U. S. plays 


placed kept America far in the lead 
over other three occupying powers 
as far as new scripts produced are 


concerned. British and French ran 
|; pretty well. neck and neck, with 
This doesn’t take 


into account classics of all nation- 
alities with which Viennese reper- 
toires are well studded. Not one 
new native dramatic show has come 
out since end of the war, unusual in 
this city which used to be a big 
producer and exporter of dramatic 
material and personalities. 

In impact of the Austrian theatre 
|public, Burgtheatre’s presentation 
of a_ slightly trimmed version of 
O'Neill’s “Mourning Becomes Elec- 
| tra” which Lothar directed, may be 
| listed as the No. 1 Yank sock of the 
|past séason. After more than 50 
Poon starring first Helene Thimig 
(Mrs. Max Reinhardt) and later 
Maria Eis, ‘Mourning” is still a sub- 
| stantial draw. “Skin of Our Teeth,” 
solid at the Jovefstadt, has played 28 
| performences through this week and 
is booked beyond the 50 mark, 
| “Three Men on a Horse,” whose 
Broadwayisms were ex@ected mean 
nothing here, has played about 50 
times at Meidling Neues Schauspiel- 
haus, but the success is attributed to 
|personal draw of Theo Lingen 
| rather than to the play. Other U. S. 
|legit productions with strong rec- 
|ords in past season include “Gas- 
\light,” “Time of Your Life” and “Our 
Town.” Smaller troupes in Salz- 
burg and Linz also have done well 


Soviets trailing. 


with “Abe Lincoln in Illinois” and 
|“Adding Machine.” < 

Lothar’s office is holding over 
1$11,000 in blocked schillings for 


eventual royalty payments to Ameri- 
| can authors. Understood this money 
| will be transferred soon in dollars, 
| making it first earnings exported 
from Austria for playwrights since 
the, war’s end. 

Plans for the 1947-48 legit season 
already include some 20 U. S. plays. 
Lothar kas highest hopes for “Voice 
of Turtle,” which Josefstadt will 
produce; “Strange Interlude,” which 
Lothar will direct at the same hause; 
and “I Remember Mama,” set for 
the Burg with Kathe Dorsch in lead. 
Other American plays scheduled for 
next seasOn include for the Josef- 
stadt “Claudia,” “Life with Father,” 
unnamed O'Neill play “No Time for 
Comedy,” “My Hearts in Highlands” 
and “Glass Menagerie,” for the 
Volkstheatre, “Magnificent Yankee” 
with Albert and Else Basserman in 
leads; “Embezzled Heaven” with 
|Basserman and Helene Thimig; “Ah! 
| Wilderness” and “Junior Miss.” 
Lothar also has hopes of an “Okla- 
homa” production at Volkstheatre if 
he can induce Agnes de Mille to 
come here to reproduce her chore- 
Ography with Viennese talent. 

Kammerspiele will have “Dark 
Victory” and “Gentle People,” Insel 
theatre, Neues Schauspielhaus and 
other companies outside of Vienna 
also will present American plays. 
So far only one Yank play, “Our 
Town” has been shown in Russian 
zone. This was played in Urfahr, 
across the Danube from American 
| occupied Linz. 

In the music department, Lothar 
| reported heavy representation by 
| American composers in Vienna con- 
cert programs. Name people heard 
here in the past season included 
; Samuel Barber, Aaron Copland, Wil- 
{liam Schumann, Gershwin, Piston, 
'Harl McDonald, Virgil Thomson, 
'Henry Cowell and John Alden Car- 
penter. 











NATHAN FINISHES SAFARI 
Paris, May 27. 
John B. Nathan, Paramount's Eu- 
'ropean rep, has arrived back in 
Paris after a survey of Egypt. 
He investigated b.o. conditions and 
possibilities for theatre construction. 
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SDG Ogles Video Directors While 


a e 
Beefing That RDG Invades Its Orbits: e#:, 2%e.2,0 





Hollywood, May 27. +* 


Motivation behind the screaming 
of the Screen Directors Guild against 
the Radio Directors Guild changing 
its Name and expanding is now clear. 
The SDG itself wants inon radio, and 





is now conducting an undercover 
survey of its chances. 


via membership-backed pleas to the 
international board of the AFL. 
The SDG’s aims were revealed 


when information leaked that J. P.| 
MacGowan, business rep of the SDG, | 
had issued feelers to some producers | 


and directors in television. This was 
done while the union with another 
hand was ladling out 
the RDG’s talked-of switch in tag 
to the Directors Guild of America. 


Nothing was said about the RDG's | 
directors as the 


aims at television 
SDG smoke-screened its own activi- 


ties 
ties. 


the networks that it objected to the 
RDG’s aims, causing some mirth in 
radio circles, but also regarded by 
some as an attempt at creating net- 
work confusion and concern to pre- 
vent the RGD or any “Directors 
yuild of America” from. getting 
things on*paper, inference taken be- 
ing that jurisdictional beefs, new to 
radio, might ensue. 

The SDG is making its bid on the 
theory that television nearer ap- 
proaches screen and screen tech- 
niques, involving as it does screen 
receivers, cameras, stages, etc. The 
RDG claim is, obviously, based on 
the electronic relation to radio and 


the fact that the majority to be op- | 


erating in video are primarily sound 
broadcasters. 

Meanwhile, the SDG, more openly, 
states it is unsatisfied with state- 
mentsypf the RDG regarding the lat- 
ter’s alms. 
MacGowan,'disavowed any intention 
to move in on assistant screen di- 
rectors. . 


JERSEY INDIES WOULD 
CURB 16M SHOWINGS 


Fearing a stiff rise in competition 
from narrow-gauge operators dur- 





ing the coming summer, Allied 
States Exhibitors of New Jersey 


may demand the addition of a clause 
to sales contracts barring 16m ex- 
hibition of a pic while it’s being 
played at a commercial house. Pro- 
posal will be taken up for action at 
the next meeting of the Jersey unit, 
according to Edward Lachman, 
prexy. 

If adopted, plan would be to equip 
each Allied member with a rubber 
stamp which would have the restric- 
tive clause, Exhibs would then de- 
mand the right to stamp the sales 
contract preliminary to inking. Org’s 
members, Lachman said, have found 
tough sledding from hotels and bars 
which feature narrow-gauge pix 
duving the warm months. 

“The old-time restrictive rule that 
prevented playing of a film for 18 
months after its release isn’t nearly 
as effective now days,” Lachman 
said. “With so many reissues being 
Gistributed, our members have often 
found themselves in the position of 
competing on the same film with 
neighboring hotels and bars.” 


Kazan to Film Much Of 
‘Agreement’ in the East 


Elia Kazan is following the trend 
to shoot away from studios with the 
intended production of the Laura Z. 
Hobson novel, “Gentlemen's Agree- 
ment” for 20th-Fox. Director is cur- 
rently inspecting Stamford, Conn.., 
as a prospective site for shooting 
the film. 

20th-Fox is 
for location-made 
creasing rapidity. Studio previ- 
ously completed “House on 92d 
Street” and “Boomerang” 
that plan. 





apparently going in 
films with | in- 


N. J.’s Feed for Kirsch 


Jack Kirsch, national prexy of 
Allied States Exhibitors, will hold 
down the seat of honor at a testi- 
monial banquet tendered him June 


26 by the New Jersey branch of the 
theatre group. Napkin-tucking for 
Kirsch winds up a two-day session 
of the Conference of Independent 
Theatre Owners at the Ambassador 
hotel, Atlantic City. 


Jersey Allied is simultaneously 


objection to} 


The SDG went so far as to notify | 


The RDG, in a letter to} 





Costly Goodnight Kiss 


Hollywood, May 27. 
A good night kiss was a contri- 
buting factor in the indefinite shut- 
down of “Foxes of Harrow” ‘at 20th- 


three - year - old 


kissing her 
daughter goodnight when _ child’s 
head suddenly collided with her 
mouth, inflicting a cut lip. 

Also laid up are Rex Harrison, 
male star, and director John M. 
Stahl], both suffering from. strep 
throat. 





PCC GIVES MILLION 
TO COMMUNITY CHEST 


Hollywood, May 27. 
Gift of $1,002,046 was turned over 


to the Community Chest by M. Cc. | 


Levee, president of the Permanent 
Charities Committee of the film in- 
dustry. Money was collected from 
20,830 studio employes and execu- 
tives during the 1947 United Appeal. 

Fund will be used to support hos- 
pitals, youth organizations and other 
worthy causes in the Los Angeles 
district. 


Eagle-Lion Bally Stands 





Zanesville (0.) On Its Ear 


By CLAIR C. STEBBINS 
(Managing Editor, The Zanesville 
Signal) 

Zanesville, O., May 27. 

This historic Ohio city was plan- 
ning a sesqui-centennial celebration 
before the end of this year—but the 
film people moved in last week and 
stole the show. Now it is agreed 
that any future celebration will be 
an anti-climax after the world pre- 
miere of Eagle-Lion’s “Repeat Per- 
formance,” in which a former Zanes- 
ville newspaper reporter, Richard 
Basehart, makes his film debut. 

Sixty newspaper, radio and maga- 
zine people—including 20 from New 
York who were flown to Zanesville 
by chartered airliner—agreed that 
the event was one of the most spec- 


j 
| tacular in the history of the film in- 


dustry. Moreover, the early news- 
paper reviews of the picture in Ohio 
were favorable without exception, 
and Basehart drew praise for his 
performance. 

Governor Thomas J. Herbert of 
Ohio cancelled an important prior 
engagement to attend a dinner in 
Basehart’s honor at famous old 
Headley Inn, where Louis Brom- 
field, the novelist, dished out chick- 
en to every one of the 100 guests, 
who are still talking about that din- 
ner. Schools were dismissed and 
stores were closed for the parade: 

Climax of the three-day celebra- 
tion came Thursday (22) night with 
the premiere at two theatres, the 
Liberty and Weller. In front of the 
| Liberty, an outdoor show was ar- 
ranged, at which visiting celebrities 
were introduced as floodlights light- 





under | 


ed up the entire front of the theatre. 
| There were many celebrities on 
|hands In addition to Gov. Herbert 
and novelist Louis Bromfield there 
was a Hollywood contingent which 
included Benny Rubin, the veteran 
comic; Chili Williams, the polka dot 
girl; Frances Rafferty, and Flip 
Cochran, war hero. Among the col- 
umnists present were Earl Wilson 
and Bob Ruark. E-L publicist Jerry 
Pickman handled the entire shindig. 





Briefs from the Lots 











i ‘Super’ Prods. 


mms Continued from page 3 So 
that 20th plans tentatively to release 
| its five top-budgeters during the last 
| six months of this year. In good 








er 
| times, release of such films as “For- | 


ever Amber” and “Captain From 
| Castile,” instead of being made one 
after the other, would probably be 
spaced more. 

With customers already engaged 
| in a selective buying spreé and a 
| fight for the boxoffice dollar loom- 


ing more intensified, it's conse- 
quently expected that the majors 
will intensify their efforts to tag 


onto the competitive dollar via bet- 
; ter pictures. Instead of turning out 
spectacular pageants, however. such 
,as “Black Rose” would have been. 
it’s expected that they'll make more 
| Of a pitch for good stories on which 
, the subject matter itself is not too 
; expensive. Better pictures are ne- 
cessary, it was pointed out. but “only 


; at a price consistent with the curre 
e1 «. | i at < sisten ent 
holding its 28th annual convention. j Srosses 


Continued from page 9 dame! 


| Eugene Ormandy and Arthur Rubin- 
.stein will have bit parts in addi- 
tion to their musical chores in 
“Memory of Love” at RKO... . 
James Tinling will direct his 20th 
| picture for Sol M. Wurtzel in “Roses 
|Are Red,” which will star Don 
|Castle in.a dual role .. . Whitman 


Move pres- | Fox. Maureen- O’Hara, femme star, | Chambers screenplaying “The Man 
ages a jurisdictional tussle between! was ; 
the two or, at least, a race to corral | 
the reinholders in the new medium | 


‘Who Stole a Dream” for Pine- 
' 


| Thomas. 

Joseph Crehan playing Ulysses &. 
|Grant for the 10th time, this time in 
“Silver River” at Warners...Tyrone 
Power started his 28th film role in 
'“Nightmare Alley” at 20th-Fox... 





protege from Hungary, for a role 
lin “The Kissing Bandit” at Metro... 
| John Abbott called off his trip to 
London to play a heavy part in “If 
| Winter Comes” at Metro. ..Poodles 
|Hanneford and his daughter Grace 
| will do a horseback stunt in “The 
Red Pony” at Republic... “Julie” 
lis the new tag on “Dancing in the 
} Dark” at 20th-Fox...Liloyd Nolan 
drew a father role in “The Green 
Grass of Wyoming” at 20th-Fox. 

Postwar activities of the Ku Klux 
Klan form the basis of “Burning 
Cross,” currently in work at the new 
Motion Picture Centre, with Walter 
Colmes producing and directing for 
Somerset Pictures. 

Adele Jergens draws one of the 
femme leads in “When a Girl is 
Beautiful,” to be produced by 
Wallace MacDonald at Columbia.. 
Richard Thorpe to Florida to ar- 
range location spots for Metro’s “On 
an Island With You” Lucille 
Fletcher is screenplaying her own 
radio script, “Sorry,. Wrong Num- 
ber,” for Hal Waftlis William 
Bakewell signed as romantic lead in 
“King of the Bandits,” new Cisco 
Kid film produced by Jeffrey Ber- 
nerd. ..“Exposed” is release title for 
“It’s Murder, She Says,” at Republic 

. Barton MacLane’s double activi- 
ties in “Silver River” and “The 
Treasure of Sierra Madre” at Warn- 
ers caused the postponement of 
his opening in the legiter, “Black 
Bart.” 

Dorothy Hart joins Barry Fitz- 
gerald and Don Taylor as one of the 
leads in “Homicide,’ Mark Hellin- 
ger’s next production for Universal- 
International release. 

Sheppard Strudwick, Broadway 
actor, drew a key role in “The Red 
Pony” at Republic . Walter 
Wanger borrowed Julie London for 
la role in “Tap Roots,’ which goes 
into work May 31 on location at 
Asheville, N.C. ... Eric Blore plays 
a gentleman’s gentleman for the 
llth time in the “Lone Wolf” series 
at Columbia ... Eve Miller was bor- 
rowed by Columbia from 20th-Fox 
for the femme lead in “The 
Buckaroo from Powder River.” .., 
Arthur Space succeeded Frank Fer- 
guson, who bowed out of Sol 
Wurtzel’s “Invisible Wall” because 
of a prior commitment . .. Fortunio 
Bonanova signed Norma  Alcira, 
Hungarian actress for “Not Tonight, 
Madame,” to be produced in Mexico 
City. 





| 

















| 


| | In-Betweeners 


| 





Continued from page 9 aoe 


‘are knocking off sizeable profits 
(despite the generally dwindling 
| patronage. 

Plight of the middle-budgeters is 
| exemplified, it’s said, by one pecu- 
| liarity of the present dip—the subse- 


| quent nabe houses haven't felt the 


‘drop as much as the first-runs. The 
customers aren't willing to travel 
downtown and pay top prices for 
} run-of-the-mill pix any longer. If 
| it's a big show they'll take the trou- 
| ble. But for the smaller film, they'd 
|rather wait it out in their home 
neighborhood. 

Both the middle west aud. the 
| South have been nicked least by the 
dropoff. Main wealth of both sec- 
tors lies in staple crops such as 
| wheat, corn and cotton and those 
products are. still pulling down 
handsome prices on the exchanges. 
During the war, it's noted. grosses in 
those territories didn't show the 
same mercurial rise as on both sea- 
boards and they're now displaying 
greater resistance to the reverse 
movement, 

San Francisco, Seattle and Denver 
are the-hardest hit towns on 
Coast, distrib heads say. Frisco, with 
75,000 unemployed, is the worst of 
the lot while Seattle, which depend- 
ied on a tremendous ship-building 
| boom isn’t far behind. Atlantic coast 
fis down some 20%. all along the 
line, according to the checkup. 








Joe Pasternak assigned Gero Maly, a | 


the | 


WB’s ‘Go Into Dance’ 
Reissue May Be First 
Of Jolsoniana Cycle 


With Columbia's “The Jolson 
| Story” rolling at a record-breaking 
' clip, Warner Bros, is climbing on 
| the bandwagon via a reissue of “Go 
Into Your Dance,” Al Jolson starrer 
| produced in 1935. Film is the only 
lone in which Jolson appeared with 
| Ruby Keeler, to whom he was mar- 

ried at the time. 


Date and specific terms under 








a 





Rank Aides 


=m Continued from page 9 
wood, During his travels, Lyn 
observe the overall work; 
American cinemas as wel] &S sam 
ple the reaction of the American 





bes 
dy will 
Ngs of 

















public to British pix. While on th 
Coast, he said he expected to huddle 
with Spyros and Charles Skours 
before leaving for visits jn Seattle. 
Vancouver and Toronto. ” 
Also in the U. S&. to insp 
eration of American thentwall 4 
Louis Elliman, managing director of 





which the pic will be released have 
not been set as yet. However, suc- 
cess of the current WB double bill 
re-release of “The Sea Hawk” and 
“The Sea Wolf” in key city firstruns 
| indicates that the Jolson oldie may 
be teamed with another film for 
similar cross-country exhibition. 
Warners, who launched Jolson into 


'pictures with their epoch-making 
first talker, “The Jazz Singer,” in 
1927, have a total of seven other 


films made on their lot to pick from 
if they decide on a Jolson double- 
These include, be- 


| billed program. 

sides “Jazz Singer,” “The Singing 
Fool.” “Say It With Songs,” 
“Mammy,” “Big Bof,’ “Wonder- 


bar” and “The Singing Kid.” “Halle- 
lujah, I'm a Bum,” Al Jolson starrer 
released through United Artists in 
the early 1930s, is currently making 
rounds of exploitation houses under 
auspices of Astor Films. 


U-I HAS HEAVY SKED, 
3 SHOOTING, 5 READYING 


Hollywood, May 27. 
Universal-International will be 
knee-deep in June production with 
three holdovers facing the cameras 
and five more slated to start before | 











the end of the month. Carrying | 
over from May are “The Exile,” 
“Ride the Pink Horse’ and “The 


Wistful Widow of Wagon Gap.” } 

Starting June 2 are, “Tap Roots” | 
and “The Adventures of Black Bart,” | 
to be followed by “Homicide,” | 
“Imagination” and “The Senator Was 
Indiscreet.” 


N.Y. Labmen Complain 
H’wood Scale 40% Better 


Strike threat arising from break- 
down of eontract talks between Film 
Laboratory Technicians, Local 702, 
and 16 major New York labs is ex- 
pected to be averted this week 
through intervention of Richard F. 
Walsh, prez of the International Al- 
liance of Theatrical Stagehand Em- 











ployees. With about 2,000 workers 
affected, Walsh is searching for a 
wage increase formula that will 


crack the five-months deadlock be- | 
tween Local 702 and the companies. 


Key question in dispute is the 
union’s demand for wage parity 
with west coast lab workers, which 
would boost the eastern scale by 
approximately 40% in all categories. 
Union has put thumbs down on a 
company offer of 15% wage hike. 
In addition, John J. Francavilla, 
Local 702 prez, is asking for correc- 
tion of certain: “gross inequities,” 
resulting from use of multiple print- 
ing machines. Among other union | 
demands are increased vacations. | 
sick leave and severance pay. | 


Picket St. L. Theatre 


- ° 
For Negro Prejudice 
St. Louis, May 27. 
Fanchon & Marco's firstrun 
houses, the Fox, Missouri and St. 
Louis, and the Shubert. controlled 
by officers of F&M, are being pick- 
eted by a group of 50 Negroes and 
several whites as the result of the 
management’s policy of refusing to 
admit Negroes to the houses, The 
picketing started last week and is | 
Part of the local agitation against 
the segregation of whites and Ne- 
groes in places of amusement. 
During the local legit season at 
the American theatre a similar pro- 
test was made against the manage- 
;ment’s policy of declining to sell 
ducats for seats on the first floor to 
Negroes. 
Since the outset of pictures in St. 
| Louis the industry has operated on 
a policy of having separate first-run 
| houses for both races. Some nabes 
jin Negro sections cater to both Ne- 
| Sroes and whites. 























} When the Dodgers were in town 
last week to play the Cardinals, the 
Management of Hotel Chase. where 
;the club quarters while in St. ‘Louis, 
| Was “unable” to find room for J¥ckie 
Robinson, colored Dodger first base- 


man, and arrangements were made 


itor him to live in a Negro hotel | 





| nurse their wounds. 


the Odeon circuit in Eire. Here for 
a stay of some five or six weeks, he 


is scheduled to leave for the Coast 


the end of the week and will visit 
Florida prior to returning to Fire 
He pointed out that his circuit op- 
erated some 16 houses in Eire and 
noted that there’s been a slight 


tendency of the b.o. to decline there 
George F. Gunn, head of ¢} 


‘ © Cam- 
era dept of Technicolor, Ltd. an. 
| other arrival, stated he'd spend a 


few days in New York before going 
to the Coast. Here for a six-week 
stay, he said the company was map- 
ping plans for expansion but added 
that it was a tossup as to whether 
4h3— ans? oe Aaws 2. . - 

this could be done in view of mate- 
rial shortages. 





Rank’s Vancouver Talk 
Vancouver, May 27. 

J. Arthur Rank arrived here yes. 
terday (Monday) on the private rail- 
way car of Pathe Industries chief 
Robert Young. Following a news 
conference, he spoke to the largest 
public gathering he. has yet ad- 
dressed in America, numbering more 
than 1,000. After the speech, he 
met with local Odeon managers and 
then looked over the chain's houses 
here, 

In a news conference with his p.a. 


Jock Lawrence, Rank stated that 
British pictures are seeking more 
and better playing time in major 


American circuits. He said that no 
large-scale production plans are in 
the immediate offing for Canada. but 
declared that the Queensway studio 
in Toronto is eapable of handling 
any major production. Canada. he 
added, represents an “ideal testing 
spot” for gauging what reaction the 
American publie will have to his 
product. 

Rank declared his main interest in 
Canada is in building more houses, 
but denied any possibility of Famous 
Players and Odeon joining forces, 
“There’s plenty of room for both,” 
he said. At a meeting with the Van- 
couver board of trade, Rank criti- 
cized in an ad lib speech Hollywood 
productions for their “unreality.” 
He handed orchids, however, to 


“Going My Way” and “Bells of St. 
Mary's” because “they were helpful 
to people’s lives.” 





Civil War 


‘aman Continued from page 8 
have seized it. And Metro's 
mance of Rosy Ridge” also opens up 
after the last shot is fired. 

Twentieth-Fox has just taken an 
option on “Incident {in Illinois.” soon- 
to-be-published James Edward 
Grant novelet, for Gene Markeys 
production aegis. Yarn concerns & 
Confederate soldier who returns 
from battle, and how he raises his 
voiceless son. 

Walter Wanger is making James 
Street’s “Tap Roots” for Universal- 
International, story taking place 
during and after the war. Company, 
starring Van Heflin and Susan Hay- 
ward, with George Marshall direct- 
ing, leaves for Asheville, N. C., on 
May 31 for locatign shooting. Co- 
lumbia’s “The Man from Colorado.” 
Technicolor special starring Glenn 
Ford, William Holden and Ellen 
Drew, with Jules Schermer produc- 
ing and Henry Levin directing. 38 
another one. 

RKO’s contribution to film litera- 





“Ro- 


ture of the era is Eugene O'Neill's 


“Mourning Becomes Electra.” 1" 
which Rosalind Russell and Katina 
Paxinou swish around in the period’ 
voluminous costumes, while Ray- 


mond Massey and Michael! Redgrave 
Dudley Nichols 


| is producing and directing Studio 
also. has “Stations West’—same 
period—coming up this summer, 


with Dick Powell starring and Rob- 


| ert Sparks producing. 


Enterprise is in there pitching, 
too, with “They Passed This Way: 
currently being produced on location 
by Harry Sherman. spotting Joel 
McCrea, Joseph Calleia and Charles 
Bickford. And Allied Artists 38 
prepping Jules Verne’s “Mysterious 


Island” for Roddy McDowall. Lines- 
lay Parsons will produce. Cla=si¢ 
tale concerns .a group of General 
Grant’s boys who escape fom p 
war 


Rebel prison camp during thé 
an island in the Caribbean. 
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Screen Play by Silvie Richards and Ranald MacDougall + Based Upon 9 Story by Rite Weimen * Music by Franz Waxman * Director of Photography Joseph Valentine, A.S.C. 
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Continued from page 15 


The Patient Vaniskes 
forte—the hard-hitting, tightly script- 


’ ed mysto-actioner which depends on 


pace, tussles and plot twists. Its box- 
office pull rests on the extent. that 
Mason's hold on Yankee customers 
can overcome the red ink of halting 
censtruction, unfamiliar accents and 
the punch that’s signalled. 

Rivalry of father and son—the 
elder a Yard inspector, his junior a 
wrivate gumshoe—over homicide and 
cidnapeing is put through the 
wringer. They're both shooting at 
the same target—to save the daugh- 
ier of an English swell from the gang 
without coughing up the ransom. The 
son (Mason) gets there first, after 
gunplay, hard blows and false leads 
are bandied. In the curtain scene, 
he’s rescued from the blot-out in a 
gas chamber by pater and confreres 
with honors divided. Amorous hi- 
jinks, strictly muted, are ladled out 
in dalliances between the sleuther 
and his secretary and chief aide 
(Margaret Vyner). 

The customers’ ear trumpets are 
going to strain a bit on this pie. For 
that old bugaboo that’s tied a can to 
many past British imports—gabbing 
that’s hard to decipher at times— 
hurts the opus in several spots. Lack 


of costuming glamor is noticeable. | 


If there are curves on the cuties, 
they're the light under the bushel. 

Masen, looking considerably 
younger than the current edition, Is 
definitely likeable as the brash, fum- 
bling detective despite a discernible 
chumsiness in portraying the role. In 
this earlier era, his lovemaking’ has 
the hearty,-:smacking quality of Brit- 
ish roastbeef with none of the “Sev- 
enth Veil’ meanness which caught 
on big. Miss Vyner, her allure 
lampened by potato-sack tailoring, 
acts eut her secretarial and amatory 
stints brightly. 


Gordon McLeod, handling the in- | 


spector-father role. muddies his lines 
with a heavy British timbre that’s 
hard te eatch. Other parts are satis- 
factorily dished out. Wit. 


Bells ef Seu Angele 


(SONGS; COLOR) 


Republie release ef Bdward J. White pro- 
duction. Stars Roy Rogers; features Dale 
Evans, Andy Devine, Bob Nolan, Sons of 
the Pieneers. Directed by William Witney. 
Sereenplay. Sloan Nibley, based on story by 
FP:ul Ganghn; camera, Jack Marta; editor, 
Tes Orlebeck; sengs, Jack Elliott, Li 3 


Spencer. Previewed N. Y., Muy “1, 
Running time, 71 MINS. 
Roy WOT nik ccc Asi cechessces Roy Rogers 
hee Madison. ..........--e00--- Dale Evans 
ee) ee ee Andy Devine 
Rex Gridley.......ccceee.-.-John MeGuire 
Mr. Lienmel Bates.........+++-- Olef Pytten 
Gas Ulrtelh.....-cccesseventses David Sharpe 
The Padre......ccccacscceees:- Fritz Leiber 
Whe Che Tier... cccccessces Hank Patierson 
—~ Phe Caelt. . 2... cccccccccesss Fred S. Toones 
Bes BRS s oo: cicccscsswccesses Eddie Acuff 


Hob. Nolan and Sens of the lioneers 


A touch of satire lifts “Bells of 
San Angelo” out of the formula 
western. But while that may appeal 
te the more discriminating filmgoer, 
the kids may not like it. Roy Rogers 
is made te appear less omniscient 
than usual, and that’s a bit of tar- 





documentary version of the trial of 
| top Nagi Wer criminals. U. S. ex- 
|hibitors long have contended that 
| documentaries must be topflight if 
able to serve as regular screen fare. 
This hardly measures up to this clas- 
sification. Furthermore, this one 
ives the Russians too much credit 
| for winning the war. 
| Principally it’s not the fault of the 
producers but rather. the tough sub- 
ject they were handling. Earlier 
newsreel and special Russian-made 
subjects on this trial indicated just 


how tough it was going to be making | 


the Nuremberg Trial into any sort of 
documentary feature. Obviously, 
even the most skilled photography, 
which this has, showing closeups of 
the Nazi war leaders being tried for 
their countless wartime misdeeds, 


needed plenty of flash-backs to make | 


the story jell. Soviet filmmakers 
have filled this picture with numer- 
ous cut-ins on old newsreel clips, in- 
cluding some seized German news- 
reel material. There are battle 
scenes, episodes showing the hid- 
eous concentration camps and mass 
slaughter, etc. 

Here, when an individual is put 


on trial, three are earlier shots of | 
the person when he was Strutting | 


around as an arrogant conqueror, as 
a jubilant victor or exhorting the 
misguided Cerman people to further 
| stinting. Then the camera returns to 
the courtroom and actual, tedious 
recital of testimony and introduction 
of documents. It appears that the 
documentary boys were over- 
,whelmed with the stupendous task 
and import of the trial, and forgot 
about some of their earlier and bet- 
ter efforts with such type of screen 
vehicle. Constant switching from one 
scene to another calls for acumen of 
skill to grip an audience. And, un- 
fortunately, such skill is largely 
lacking in this film. 


rator tends to become tiresome also 
is no help. In a few passages, the 
strictly Soviet side of the trial and 
| the war, is given. For example. in 


Fact that the British-accent nar- | 


impact and should make money for 
exhibitors on auxiliary advertising 
in the current headlines. It relates 
the story of the country from its days 
of Turkish rule, the building of the 
Suez Canal, the adjacent oil discov- 
eries which made the area coveted 
|by the great powers, the way in 
'which the Jewish people have made 
ithe desert~bloom- with their com- 
| munal seftlements, their schools and 
universities. ; 

| “Palestine” points out that the 
| Jews joined the Allies in the last war 
while the Arabs remained indifferent 
| and that the Mufti escaped to Ger- 
many to stab Britain in the back. 
lin of .the most dramatic sequences 





in “Palestine” includes captured Ger- | 


clips showing the 
| Mufti fraternizing with the Nazi big- 
shots and inspecting Nazi troops. 

’ The two-reeler then jumps into the 


j}man newsreel 


present period of revolt and terror- | 


lism: the King David Hotel explosion 
where 91 were killed; the house-to- 
house searchings and curfews; the 
claim that terrorism is not only a 
threat to the Empire but to Zionism: 
the admission that Britain alone can- 
not supply the solution. 
film is intentionally impartial, the 
sympathy still seems to:lie with the 
Jewish people. 

No screen credits are given the 
caméramen or narrator but the liter- 
ary editor is George Ivan Smith, 
| formerly with the Australian Broad- 
| casting Commission and then with 
the British Broadcasting Corp. until 
| he joined the J. Arthur Rank organ- 
| ization when the war ended. Mos- 
'cow-born Sergie Nolbandov, pro- 
| ducer, was formerly in charge of 
| production at Warner studios in Ted- 
dington, England. McStay. 


NEW JURISDICTIONAL 
TIFF ON DECORATORS 


Hollywood, May 27. 
More jurisdictional disputes in the 
motion picture labor tangle are in 
ithe making as a result of the filing 
lof a petition by the International 
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Em- 





iwo-reeler has a terrific dramatic 


While the | 


nally were brought to terms, the nar- | lations Board, seeking to represent 
|rator says “the Red Army struck and | interior decorators and their assist- 
| struek again until victory came.” In| ants. 


In the past, the decorators 
re plan ag laurels are — to | have been part of Screen Set De- 


nelly" to explain how the Nazis fi- | pPloyees with the National Labor Re- 


| signers, Illustrators and Decorators, | 


ry | Local 1421. 

Thunder in Hilts | Following the petition, the pro- 
| (CZECHOSLOVAKIAN-MADE) | ducers broke off negotiations with 
| General Film release of ©. Sedlavek pre- | Local 1421 until NLRB has decided 
duction. Directed by Vaclav Kubasek. . : ‘ . 
menaatahier, oe Mach. a ‘soiatont by | who 18 representing whom. 
| Frantisek Gotz: camera, J. Strecha, J. HM- 
|} puch. At Squire, N. Y¥., week May 23, ‘47. 


} Running time, 82 MINS, Sho Bi k 
BRIO . vs oc vce ccceneccoossvice sine. J. Prucha Ww Z esmen 





Tereaa. .. 2c cccccsccccccsccscres: M. Vaseva | “ 

Informer. .ccccsaccccccccccccrsseres V. Repa | 

| P@lENA.. .ccccecccvccsccceces .---Evwa Klenova Seek to Nip 20%, Tax 
Flier. .ccccvccccccccccccrcsceses: H. Hemela 





Washington, May 27. 


| Un Czechoslovakian; English Titles) | Three film industry spokesmen 
| Initial Czechoslovakian resistance | 17° — to appeer before the 
| picture to be released in U.-S., this ouse ays and Means Committee 
'measures high in dramatic appeal | this week and next to explain why 
and superb performances. Even|the 20% admissions tax should be 
though a war picture, and possibly | reduced in the near future. Slated 
the last in a long line of screen yarns to appear are Herman Levy, gen- 
about the underground movement, | erai counsel of MPTOA, and Ted 





nish en an idol. However, when this | “Thunder in Hills” looks a strong en- | 


Republic tg eer wrens going pow ‘try for arty and eve language 
away it rides hard and furious, and | theatres. ling job should bui 
with plenty of gunplay, fisticuffs and | word-of-mouth. “ 
gere. If the kids overlook the) Starts out like a routine yarn about 
satirical implications, they should the usual brutal oecupatien Nazie 
take this one to their sadistic young forces with a Czech-Moravian village 
hearts as avidly as they have most of under the heel of this ruthless con- 
the Rogers epics. ._ | queror. Spotlights activities of par- 
For onee, neither Rogers nor Trig- tisans in blowing up a vital bridge 
Eer. ag sar ogee as = ero -and shen Horne A ee gy British 
rse in e vies, utwits _aviator who's own during a 
baddies. That's the contribution of single-handed attack. From there on 
the «+ eye yea — — x wu it’s an untiring search by the Nazis 
@ seri r cowboy novels whose to corner the enemy airman and an 
ereations are snickered at by Rogers, | equally daring resistanee by the vil- 
a Mex border investigator. But when lagers to giving the man up. 
Rogers and Miss Evans find them-| Plot brings in a conventional leve 
selves in the elimactic tight spot, it's story between the aviater and the 
# reenactment of the big scene from village tailor’s daughter. The tailor 
her current book that gets them into and his pretty offspring hide the avi- 
the clear. | ator, and by accident the former is 


Leading up to that is the custom- suspected of being friendly with the | 


ary dirty work at a silver mine | Nazis because his false tip turns out 
touching on the border, where John ;}true. There is much to-de about 
McGuire is up to mischief with the | spies and counter-espienage. but 
aid ef David Sharpe. Midway story winds up with the tailor, falselv 
through Rogers’ expose he takes a suspected of being a traiter, fully 


monumental shellacking from Mc-/exonerated and forgiven on his! 


Guire, Sharpe, et al., and. with the | deathbed. 
aid of the — Trucolor tinting, the 
gore literal 





Picture builds to a realistie, battle 
y runs red. The kids will | climax between the German troops 


especially like that. 

Andy Devine and Olaf Hytten are 
in for some agreeable comic relief, 
former as a sheriff with» a mysteri- 
ous past, and Hytten as an English- 





land partisan-viJlage forces. Vaclav 
_Kubasek turns in a crack job ef di-| 
|rection from Joseph Mach’s nicely- | 


As part of the bally campaign on its “Perils of Pauline,” Para 
planning a pre-release screening of the new film for the press a] 
excerpts of the original Pear! White cliffhanging serial. 
duplicate conditions existing when Miss White's celluloid ap 
firstrate fuel for the b.o. fires of yesieryear. 

Par is hunting for “an old theatre” in New York where the 
old Paulines would be run off. For mood music on a tinkling pia 
smith Ray Walker, who wrote “Poor Pauline” for the current 


mount is 
ong with 
Flacks hope to 





new and 
no, songs 


f thril 
| will reenact a similar role he had at the turn of the century w hen ae 
| played at Wilson & Kojan’s at Coney Island from 10 am. to 1 am 


' daily and Sunday for $15 weekly. 





| General Mark Clark’s story of his advance landing to the Allies’ North 
African invasion twice mentions Darryl Zanuck, production head of 20th. 
Fox. 

The scenario-like experience, sometimes known as “the Darlan Inci- 
dent,” included Col. Zanuck in the party to supervise the photographie 
record. But on two occasions, according to General Clark, situations arose 
in which he twice called upon Zanuck to go on important errands The 
General's story, carried by the New York Times in asseries of six e 
is being syndicated by North American Newspaper Alliance and 
an on-the-level cliffhanger. 


Pisodes, 
rates as 


Purchase by Loew’s International of the Mecca building (1600 Broadway) 
and a similar_move by Spotless Cleaners which takes over 723 Seventh 
avenue, puts the squeeze on a flock of small film distribs and pix Servicing 
outfits currently tenanting the buildings. With space availability as tight 
| as ever, many of these concerns will probably. be forced out of the Times 
| Sq. sector. 
| The pinch is all the tighter because 723 Seventh avenue is constructed 
| specially to house film vaults under strict New York fire regulations. There 
are only a few buildings of this type around and they're filled to capacity 
at the present time. . 


Footage of all important events of the Variety Clubs convention in Los 
Angeles was prepped by the Society of Independent Motion Picture Pro. 
ducers for presentation to national chief barker Bob O'Donnell. Shots start 
with the arrival of special trains, include the Heart reports session. fashion 
show for wives, parties staged by Warners, Paramount, Gene Autry and 
others. About 2,000 feet were shot, but editing reduces it to between two 
and three reels, which Donald Nelson, SIMPP prexy, will present io 
O'Donnell. Gene Lester covered everything except Warners’ studi» party, 
which Fox Movietone News shot. 





Decision on a new title for Howard Hughes’ “Sin of Harold Diddlebock" 
| is expected to be made within the next few days. Harold Lloyd starrer 
released through United Artists was pulled after six test engagements in 
various parts of the country, but will go back inte release under its new 
title. 

Film did fair biz at the boxoffice during its trial runs, according to 
Hughes’ homeoffice officials, but it was felt that it could have done better, 
The title got most of the blame. 





Lawrence Tierney’s recent drunken capers not only achieved nation- 
wide publicity but caused a diplomatic ruckus between Enterprise and 
| RKO. Enterprise is burning over the sudden withdrawal of its “Ramred” 
from the Palace, an RKO house, in Chicago,:and the substitution of “Born 
To Kill,” an RKO production, starring Tierney. Switch to cash in on the 
frontpage publicity may have been good business but it wasn’t cricket, 
according to Enterprise. 





First result of the talent pooling deal cooked up by independent pro- 
ducers last February was set in motion when Central Casting for the first 
time in history, started serving indies with the same talent furnished 
Major studios. Setup literally amounts to an exchange all of such dope 
between indies and the Motion Picture Producers Association. Members 
of the Society of Independent Motion Picture Producers now also have 
access to Central's listings of producer, director, actors, etc. 





Insiders on labor matters during the Washington powwows recently 
with AFL prexy William Green were amazed at the latter’s bland obser- 
vation, “I can't understand all this palaver about labor strife in Hollywood; 
they're making pictures now, aren't they? There's nobody out on strike 
now, and if they were how could they produce?” Thus the move for 
cessation of the jurisdictional situation is still status quo, at least for now. 





|Gamble of ATA. In addition, there | 
| will be a statement by Eric Jehns- | 
, ton which will be presented by some | 
‘other member of the Association, | 


| according to present plans. 


| Alse on the witness list is James 
| F. Reilly, for the National Assn. 
'of Legitimate Theatres, and officials 
lof the Minnesota State Fair Assn. 


and the Wisconsin State Fair Park. 


Cabet Mulls Indie 


| Of Western Story 


Bruce Cabot plans to become a 
producer, with the purchase of an 
| unpublished western novel, “The 
| Regal Rustler.” by Riehard Sahlein. 
In case he does not get areund to 
| preducing it, Cabot plans to sell the 
property te a studie fer its original 
| priee, $15,000, provided the studie 
‘hands him a role in the picture. 








Temple for ‘Mary Hagen’ 


Hollywood, May 27. 
Warners signed Shirley Temple 
te co-star with Ronald Reagan in 


Deflates Theory 90% B. 0. Tax 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Ne! 











| heavy percentage of the collections 
in this category, the general admis- 
| sions figure aise includes collectians 
from sports events (including race- 
tracks), public dances, fairs, ba- 
zaars, lectures, stage shows, etc. The 
Bureau of Internal Revenue has no 
figures of any kind to indicate what 
share is contributed by any of these 
types of entertainment. 

“In fairness we should also call to 
your attention that the monthly fig- 
ures are of a preliminary nature, 
and will not necessarily add up to 


nual basis. These discrepancies are 
due to the eventual correction, 
sometimes months later, in the pre- 
liminary reports from which the 
monthly statistics are compiled. 

“In addition, out-state figures 
show the locality where we collect 
the tax, net necessarily the one 
where the theatre-goer is located. 


Continued from page 3 


the final totals published on an an- | 


ably less than 80%. It may even be 
below 70%. At any rate we have no 
breakdown figures and we think 
that the 90% estimate is consider- 
| ably exaggerated.” 

Another misconception is blewn 
|“ away in the paragraph on state and 
lecal figures. It is believed here 
_ that the third N. Y. revenue distriet, 
| always taken to indicate that all of 
Manhattan from 23d _ stret north, 
does 10% of the nation’s business, 
does not mean that at all. Since s0 
| many companies have their main of- 
fices in N. Y., it was pointed out 
that the third district return always 
include boxoffice take for other 
;parts of the country whieh se 
merely reported by the heme of- 
| fices. 

| Internal revenue’s new figures will 
no ' come in three general class) 
fications:-General admissions whieh 
will cover not only theatres but also 





|paced screenplay. Camera work ef| “Mary Hagen,” to be produced by 
J. Strecka and J. Holpuch is surpris- | Alex Gottlieb and directed by Peter 


For instance, it is possible for a na- | such things as dancehalls, baseball, 


man eeme all the way from London | ingly good, particularly in closeups. 

for, ameng other things. a fox hunt. Cast is excellent, with acting laurels 
Songs are pleasant, Reeers offer- | so well split among leads that there's 

ing up “Cowboy's Dream of Heaven,” | no standout. Wear. 

and the femme lead delivering “I aa 

Love the West.” Sens of the Pioneers Palestine 

do some thesping in addition to their (BRITISH-MADE) 

melodie aid. Direetien and camera! Wagle-Lion release of J. Arthur Rank's 

adequate. | first “This Modern Age” series. Producer, 


<ajutintihidianatuibiites | Sergei Nolbandev:; editer, Geerge [van | 
Smith; music, Muir Mathiesen, London 
Nuremberg Trials | Symphony Orchestra. Trade hown May 2 
(Doeumentary ) | "47. Running time, 21 MENS, 
(RUSSIAN-MADE) i IT 


This is the first release in Canada 
Directed by ¢. Of a monthly series ef factual films 
cotiendah ie ae B. ) agg tenes |on the style of “March of Tiime” but 

" °e a a ° : “ - Tana te 
seyev, 8S. dengantt, V. Shintland: iieks which will deal with British Empire 
A. @rana; editor,’ A. Vinegradev. Ai Contemporary themes. “Palestine 
Run- | could not be more timely and is alse 


Stanley, N. Y., week May 24. "47. 
ning time, 58 MINS, scheduled for U. S. release. 


Atthine release af Central Beoidimalney | 
Film Studios production. 
Sv iley. 


: RE a ? | Designed for global shewing, “Pal- 
“Nuremberg Trials” is a grim if estine” pulls ne punches but is objec- 
slightly disjeinted Seviet newsreel— | tively impartial in its narration. The 


Godfrey. She replaces Geraldine 
| Breoks, originally set for the part. 
| Picture will be based on “That 
| Hagen Girl,” a novel by Edith 
| Reberts. 


Ne ee 


| HEINEMAN’S COAST CONFAB 
William J. Heineman, sales chief 
| for the J. Arthur Rank division of 
Universal, will join Nate Blumberg, 
U’s prexy, on the Coast for eon- 
; tinued huddles with Rank. Heine- 
man shoved off for Chicago, Mon- 
| day (26), on his way to Dallas and 
| then Les Angeles. 

Blumberg headed west Friday 
(23). Other biggies in on the talks 
jare Robert Young. top man _ fer 
Pathe Industries, and Arthur Krim. 
Eagle-Lion prez. 


tional chain of theatres to pay its 
entire tax for the whole country in 
the headquarters area.” 
The Statement blows skyhigh the 
estimate system which has been fol- 
lewed by the Motion Picture Assn. 
MPA figures that 90% of the gen- 


resented the motion picture b.o. 
take. But internal revenue says it 
| has no such figures. One spokes- 
man for the bureau said that the 
MPA estimate is probably “consid- 
erably exaggerated.” } 
: ‘May Even Be Below 70%" 
‘When you consider the heavy 
volume ©f admissions for other 
things in s@ason.” he declared, “it 
| 1S more likely that the motion pic- 
iture portion of the whele is prob- 





eral admissions tax, exclusive of | 
night clubs, ticket brokers, etc., rep- | 


football, horseracing, swimmmné 
pools, ete: roof gardens and caba- 
rets, which stand by itself and there- 
fore is definitely accurate: 4! 

“others” which will include tax ©” 
ticket broker sales, on leases 

boxes or seats and on admissiens 
| sold by proprietors in excess of the 


established price, on which the tax 
is 50%. 

The total tax collected in April 
which generally reffects Mareh biz 
at the boxoffice, amounts to $38.- 
| 619,325. This holds its place with 
the $36,472,000 for the same menth 
of the previous year, and gai's sub- 
stantially over the previous months 
| $33,223,000. The month's total breaks 
| into $33,412,813 for general admis: 
sions, $4,888,257 for -niteries. 8 
. $318.254 on ticket broker sales. 
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THE SHAPE 
OF THINGS 
TO COME! 
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Does the upward curve of a bathing suit mean the downward curve of your attendance? Does the crack 


of a baseball bat mean a crack in your receipts? If vacation-time and outdoor competition give you. 


the jitters, forget it! That’s where Leo, the Friendly Lion, comes in! He wants you to have plenty of 


top product during coming months to keep your customers movie-minded! It’s an old M-G-M custom! 


M-G-M RELEASES! JUNE! JULY! AUGUST! 
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CLARK GABLE - DEBORAH KERR 


Sydney Greenstreet . Adolphe Menjou - Ava Gardner 
Keenan Wynn - Edward Arnold 


“THE HUCKSTERS” 
* 


GREGORY PECK - JANE WYMAN 
“THE YEARLING’ (Technicolor) 


with Claude Jarman, Jr. 


* 
ESTHER WILLIAMS 
“FIESTA’ (Technicolor) 


introducing Ricardo Montalban 


* 
VAN JOHNSON - JUNE ALLYSON 
, “HIGH BARBAREE’” 
* 


“DARK DELUSION’ 


Lionel Barrymore - James Craig ~° Lucille Bremer 


ad 
ELIZABETH TAYLOR 
“CYNTHIA’ 
“The 


* 
GENE KELLY - MARIE McDONALD (so3v- 
“LIVING IN A BIG WAY’ 


* 
SPENCER TRACY - KATHARINE HEPBURN 
ROBERT WALKER - MELVYN DOUGLAS 
“THE SEA OF GRASS” 


* 
VAN JOHNSON 
“THE ROMANCE OF ROSY RIDGE’ 


M-G-M 





Friendly in the Summer Too! 
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Tele Engineers Ease Pix Production 
With New ‘Remote Control’ System 





New system of “remote 2entral”’ 4 
editing and directing of films via! 
television, which was patented in 
Washington recently by Dr, Adolph 
N. Rosenthal, is one of a series of 
attempts by film and tele officials | 
to take advantage of video's benefits | 
to simplify film production. Idea 
similar to Rosenthal’s was broached | 
last year by Metro director S. Sylvan | 
Simon, who disclosed it in a VARIETY | 
interview after witnessing his first | 
tele show in New York over WNBT | 


(NBC). 

Simon at the time declared that 
the high cost. of film production 
could be censiderably lessened if 


some method could be werked eut 
whereby a producer or director 
could stage an entire film on tele 
before starting the cameras rolling. | 
System, he believed, would greatly 
decrease the number of retakes 
necessary, since the producer could 
make any necessary changes in the 
tele studios. He could also be better 
able to visualize what a set would 
Jook like on a theater screen by 
viewing it on the tele screen. 


Invention patented by Dr. Rosen- 
thal, who’s director of research and 
development for Seophony Corp. of 
America, involves a combination of 
film and tele cameras. Under a re- 
mote control system, the directer, 
producer or editor could observe and 
supervise the production from a pri- 
vate projection room far from the 
sound stage. He could approve er 
disapprove the scene entirely and 
eliminate, reduce or enlarge any er 
all of it in advance of the actual 
shooting. System would thus enable 
him to avoid or at least cut down 
retakes, plus cost in time and money 
fer personnel, raw stock, space and 
equipment. 

Nothing was heard of Simen’s idea 
after he returned to the Coast, in- 
dicating he’s not yet had a chance 
to test it because of lack of suitable 
tele equipment, or else the Metre 
studie bosses frowned on it. Film 
industry officials, when Simon’s plan 
was first broached, didn’t believe it: 
would work since screen thespers, 
accustomed to short takes, would 
find it too difficult to memorize an 
entire script for pre-testing purposes 
before the video lenses. 

Dr. Rosenthal assigned patent 
rights on his invention to SCA, along 
with another new use for tele pro- 
viding two-way telephonic com- 
munication in which people could 
both see and hear the person on 
the other end of the receiver. 
Utilization of tele for film produc- 
tion points up the remark made to 
Variety last week by Col. Nathan 
Levinsen,~ chief engineer of the 
Warner studios, to the effect that 
the next two or three years would 
see the most outstanding technical 
achievements in the film industry 
since the development of sound. 





RKO Studio Powwow 


Hollywood, May 27. 

RKO veepee John M. Whitaker and 
pub-ad chief S. Barrett McCormick 
are in for studio confabs with prexy 
N. Peter Rathvon, studio boss Dore 
Schary, p.a. Perry Liefer and other 
studio toppers. 

They're accompanied by a pair of 
execs from the New York office of 
Foote, Cone & Belding, William E. 
Berchtold and Harold Webber. 


$38,900,000 Profit 


Continued from page 3 
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have boosted sales overhead some- 
what and those two factors are act- 
ing as a brake on profits. 

At that, trade circles note, the Big 
Seven should have no. difficulty 
cracking the $100,000,000 figure for 
the fiscal year if the slight relapse 
wets no worse. That's plenty high, 
since the top profits fcr the industry 
never exceeded $65,000,000 before 
"*46 wound up with an unheard of 
take of $125,000,000. 

RKO, the last company to report 
first quarter earnings, disclosed a 
$2,270,683 profit last week. Figure 
compares with $3,675,954 in “46 when 
the company was cleaning up on 
“Bells of St. Mary’s.” Current earn- 
ings ere equivalent to 58c per share 
on the 3,899,912 shares of common 


Hakims Pact Lewin 


Hollywood, May 27. 

Albert Lewin closed a deal to write 
and direct a picture, still untitled, 
for production by the Hakim broth- 
ers. 

Lewin recently co-produced “Bel 
Ami” in association with David 

oew. 


So. Calif. Circuit 








Guns Expansion’ 


Los Angeles, May 27. 
Edwards Theatres, Inc., a South- 
ern California independent chain, 
announced an expansion program 
calling for construction of four new 
theatres with a total seating capacity 
of 5,000, remedeiing of severai oid 
houses and conversion of some busi- 
ness buildings into cinemas. 
_ Slated for early construction are 
the El Rancho, a_ 1,400-seater in 
Arcadia; Monterey, with same seat- 
ing capacity, in Monterey Park; 
Flintridge, a 1,200-seater in La Can- 
ada; and the foothill, a 1,000-seater, 
in Sunland. 

Philly Nabe Opened 

Philadelphia, May 27. 
One of first new nabes te open 
since the end of the war made its 
bow today (Tues.) when Green Hill 
started operations with Serena breo- 
thers as operators. 








3 New Houses in Texas 
Houston, May 27. 

The Broadway, Interstate house 
with 1,000 seats, opened here on 
May 23. L. E. Newton is manager 
of the new house. He was former 
manager at the Wayside. His son, 
L. C. Newton, former treasurer of 
the Wayside, becomes manager of 
Wayside. 

I. B. Adelman opened the Metro, 
a quonset-type theatre at Abilene. 
L. O. Daniels, Jr., formerly in Hous- 
ton with the Adelman group is 
manager. 

The Palace, new 400-seater at 
Gruver, will open early in June. 
Wright Hale is owner-operator. 
Pakace is the first theatre since 
sound pictures started for this com- 
munity. 

$90,000 Ala. Theatre Okayed 
Washington, May 27. 

Office of Housing Expeditor last 
week okayed construction of a $90,- 
000 film theatre project in Attalia, 
Ala., with Thomas E. Orr as owner. 
Also approved was the expenditure 
of $9,849 by Universal Pictures for 
remodeling its office building in 
New York. 

Another approval went to Harold 
Nusbaum of Richland county, Ohio, 
who was approved for $7,146 to com- 
plete a theatre. Elmer C. Rhoden, 
Jr.. was approved for $5,000 worth 
of work on a theatre at Joplin,. Mo. 





Jessel te Cincy’s Frolic 
Cincinnati, May 27. 

George Jessel will plane here on 
June 7 from Hollywood to emcee 
the annual benefit frolic of Cincy’s 
Variety Club Tent 3 in the Nether- 
land Plaza, and then fly right back. 
Affair is one of a series in support of 
the tent’s foundling home fund. 


U. S. Remakes of Frenchies 


Bids for U.S. remakes of French 
films distributed here by Vog, which 
sent B. L. Garner winging to France 
for clarification, is now under of- 





ficial consideration. Garner, part- 
nered in Vog with Noel Meadow, 
cabled Meadow acquisition of re- 
make clearance, giving Vog_ the 
‘right to make whatever remake 
deals it chooses. 

Remake bids followed shortly 


after the Washington, D.C., preem 
of the Vog-distributed “Francis 
First,’ when Fernandel, pic’s lead, 
was described as portraying a “Bob 
Hope-Chaplin-Skelton-Danny Kaye” 
character. Enterprise and Steve 
Sekely, indie producer, made refilm 
offers, but bids were held off pend. 
ing clearance of the rights. 

Vog also now controls remake 
rights to “Lucretia Borgia” and 








outstanding against 97c last year. 
Federal taxes run to $1.596,000 with 
the 46 figure at $2,520,000. | 


“The Woman I Leved Most,” couple 
of other Frenchies which it dis- 
tributes here. 


Morris Office, Selznick 
(London) in Recip Deal 


William Morris agency and Myron | 
this week | 


Selznick London, Ltd. 
concluded a paet for mutual repre- 
sentation of each other's motion pic- 
ture clients. The Morris list will be 
peddled by Selznick for British film 
work, while the Selznick list will be 
submitted in the U. S. by the Morris 
office for all showbusiness fields. 
British vaude and legit engagements 
for Morris clients are still under 
control of the Foster Agency, which 
has repped WM abroad for 40 years. 

Foster agency will represent Mor- 
ris on some film deals which are 
outgrowths of other types engage- 
ments. 

Cecil Tennant, managing director 
ef the Selznick agency, is slated to 
make periodie trips into this coun- 
try, while a schedule is currently 
being werked cut for Morris men to 
make periodic trips to England. 


L.A. PROJECTIONISTS 





Los Angeles, May 27. 

Film house projectionists are ask- 
ing a 32% wage hike, plus better 
working conditions. in their current 
negotiations for a new labor agree- 
ment with major theatre circuits. 
George Schaffer, business agent of 
Local 150, Motion Picture Operators, 
IATSE, is representing the projec- 
tionists and George Bowser, general 
manager of Fox-West Coast, heads 
the exhibitors’ delegation. 

Tinderstood the union will hold out 
for a one-year contract to replace 
the old two-year agreement. 


Lelarge Has French 
‘ ie 9 _ e 
Idiot’ for U.S. Distrib 

French version ef Dostoievsky's 
“The Idiot,” whose feetage included 
several scenes which Hollywood's 
production code would have frowned 
upon, has been passed by the New 
York State xsoard ef Regents with 
only miner cuts ordered for one 
sequence. Produced by Sacha Gor- 
dine, film is being distributed in the 
U. S. by Eurepean Copyrights & 
Distribution, Inc., and is slated to 
open in September at the Ambas- 
sader, N. Y. 

Andre Lelarge, European Copy- 
rights head, recently planed to 
Paris to acquire four more foreign 
films. Previously operating a lit- 
erary agency, he branched out into 
the distributing field last fall with 
Gerdine’s “Jericho.” Gordine, 
incidentally, visited the U. S. sev- 
eral months ago and currently is 
readying a picture to be made in 
Portugal. It’s scheduled to roll 
there June 2. ; 


PRC Has 3 Ready, 8 
More in Cutting Room 


Hellyweod, May 27. 

With three pictures ready for im- 
mediate release and eight more in 
the editing rooms, PRC is in a 
strong position for its 1946-47 sea- 
son. 

Ready for showing are “Too Many 
Winners,” Killer at Large” and 
“Stepchild.” Cutting are “Heart- 
aches,” “Bury Me Dead,” “Tomor- 
row You Die,” “Gas House Kids Go 
West,” “Help, Meider, Police.” 
“Pioneer Justice,” “Ghost Town 
Renegades” and “Black Hills.” 




















Chirpers’ Blues 


Continued from page 1 





way—that building a top - budgeted 
show around The Voice was another 
story told in red ink. Ford Motor 
Co. found it out, tee, with its Dinah 
Shore CBS program. So did Bor- 


den’s, with its Ginny Simms show. 
and General Foeds with its $14,000- 
weekly budgeted Kate Smith sing- 
ing program. 

They've all been caneelled by their 
sponsors as overpriced, and if they 
return to singing assignments on the 
air, it’s generally conceded they'll 
probably be back in the same role 
as Sinatra as a supplementary item 
to the show. 

Dick Haymes, with his Electric 
Auto-Lite show, appears to be one 
of the few exceptions to the rule, 
his CBS show building steadily. But 
over a long range of years only Bing 
Crosby appears to have survived the 
“name your own price” top billing | 
among singers. But even in his 
case it’s grown beyond a mere sing- 
ing show and has been buttressed by 
top comedians and other high-priced 





guestars. j 


ASK 32% WAGE HIKE 


| Make a go of it. Most spots will bil] 


; number of indictments, with mem- 





 dastiaded appearance. Luna Park, a 
shambles as result of conflagration 
'several seasons ago, isn’t helping 
‘matters. It gives part of Surf Ave- 
a shipwrecked effect. 


/nue 
However, some effort is being 
|made by certain hep, showbiz- 


minded bonifaces and ride and game 
entrepreneurs to facelift their sea- 
| side properties. Notably Feltman’s 
‘and Steeplechase Park. Feltman’s 
|operators, who are Alvin E...Kall- 
| man, president, Harry Socoleff, vee- 
| pee, and Benno Bechhold, of the 

Savoy-Plaza, N. Y., treasurer, did 
| not stint on paint and brushes nor 
did they hesitate to spend consider- 
ably to jazz up their boardwalk 
|property with a fireproof building 
| housing one of largest unobstructed 
| hot dog stands at island. Building 
will be cornerstone of projected 
| restaurant seating 3,500 people, ter- 
raced and overlooking Atlantic. 
|Much of last year’s profits were 
plowed back in this new construc- 
tion work. Feltman is getting 15c. 
for its hot dogs, highest price at 
shore. Kenneth Burke is managing 
this eatery for Kallman-Socoloff- 
Bechhold combo. There's a perky 
upper-register atmosphere at Felt- 
man’s. 

While nothing new in way of rides 
and games at Steeplechase, only 
amusement park of consequence re- 
maining at island, Tilyou establish- 
ment does have clean, spruced-up 
look about it. Earthquake floors and 
blowholes are guaranteed perennial 
moneymakers, and Tilyou Bros. see 
no reason for changing the act. Park 
is selling six rides for 50c. and 12 
for $1. For first time in history, 
management is planning to buy spots 
on air te plug its attractions. 

Same Old Waxworks 

Tableaux at waxworks haven't 
changed. International diplomacy 
and plain and fancy private murder 
scenes get top billing at cero-plastic 
tabernacles. Coney, which prides 
itself on being Parisian style center 
for gravity and dark rides, is plan- 
ning to unveil several indie ride at- 
tractions, among them “Cuddle-Up,” 
“Flying Dips,” “Gyroscope” and 
“Hurricane,” snazzy examples of rid- 
ing gems with proper amount of vio- 
lence in dips and spins. No new 
“feeler” rides this semester, opera- 
tors maintaining that spooning in- 
stincts of Americans can be satisfied 
on old, time-tested attractions. 

Beach is clean, sand getting daily 
manicure from park department 
workers. Caps handing out ‘plenti- 
ful tickets to ballplayers, rail-sitters. 
beach acrobats. Gone are sideshow 
blowoffs. Bang-bang boys are getting 
two bits for eight shots at rifié- 
ranges. Cyclone, ace of gravity 
rides, is drawing two bits. Feltman’s 
carousel is available to kids for jit- 
ney; dime to adults’ Photeg boys 
Should be warned by license de- 
partment about price billing. Guess- 
your-age lads billing themselves as 
students of “ageology-authentic 
study of your facial features and 
characteristics.” 


As for comestibles at popcorn 
peninsula, hot corn is 15c.; pizza a 
dime; potato knishes, ditte: chow- 
mein sandwich, ditto. Inflation, 
|hewever, struck knublewurst at 
| beach. Old “stickel for a nickel” is 
1a dime, alas! 


Atlantic City Looks To 
As Good a Season as ’46 


Atlantic City, May 27. i 
Amusement men here who have 
been predicting a poor season for 
the resort, when comparisons were 
made with the summer months dur- 
ing and following the war, have re- 
vised their opinions the past few 
weeks and are now most optimistic, 
They believe the city will have as 
good & year as it had last, when it 
hit an all-time high with regard to 
people entertained. 


Niteries, without casinos. just can’t 








in acts and work them into a show 
around the usual season-long chorus. 

New trend this year is the num- 
ber of musical bars which are be- 
ing featured in the smaller places. 


Gambling appears definitely out. 
An investigation is underway here 
under supervision of a special attor- 
ney genera] from Hackensack. De- 
tectives from out-of-town are seek- 
ing evidence that may result in a 


bers of the city police department 
as well as the gambling fraternity 
due to be named. Even slot ma- 
chines have disappeared. 


_ Plans for the international exposi- 
Hon which was to have been fea- 





Coney’s Smoked. Baloney 


Continued from page 1 


tured on Hamid’s Pier, 
abandoned, and again tha 
be used for amusement purpoc 
Policy will be pictures, Re 
and bands. Alex Bartha, loca] band 
again expected to be used : 
mer. Other attractions wi)! include 
the net hauls, and mindreading act 
etc., which have been standard bee 
years. 


Hamid’s other pier, the Stee} is 
celebrating its 50th anniversary this 
year and its poliey in 1947 will con. 
tinue as before. Name bands will 
be used in the dancehall at the ex- 
treme end with vaudefilms jp one 
theatre and straight pictures jy the 
other. General Motors has reopen_4 
a huge exhibit in a section jn front 
of the pier which was discontinued 
because of the war. 


have been 
t spot will 


all sume 


New in the hotel picture will be 
an outdoor swimming pool at the 
famous Brighton. It will be the 
locale for a swank swim club and 
the Brighton management has in 
mind booking water acts for the 
summer season. Pool will open in 
the middle of July with the selee- 


tion of Miss Atlantic City the top 
feature. 
Legit is practically a blank. For 


a time it seemed that the old Globe 
would be taken over by the Shuberts 
and that some shows would break 
in here but it now seems washed up 
because of union trouble mostly. 


Instead, the Globe may house bur- 
lesque again as it has every other 
summer for 20-odd years. 

The city’s Auditerium, where last 
year Sam Grisman couldn't meke 
musical shows pay, will have “Ice- 
Capades” early in July for the usual 
10-week season. 


Other season features include the 
A. C. racetrack which opened yes- 
terday (Mon.) for a 21-day season 
and will conduct its second meet 
starting in the middle of July for 21 
more days. 


The city hopes to put the bite on 
all amusement biz for 3% starting 
June 15. A Jaw, which was approved 
by the recent state legislature which 
makes such a tax possible, is now 
being attacked, with Justiee East- 
weed te hear argument late today 
when he may rule against such sea- 
sonal colleetien until the higher 
courts have ruled either for or 
against the law. 


Hiked Rentals 


Continued from page 3 





pointed out that there was a danger 
of prosecution fer conspiracy but 
there’s stiJl an implied understand- 
ing between theatre operators not to 
beat each other's brains out, it's said. 

What the first six months have dis- 
closed, cempany biggies say, is that 
exhibs are offering longer playing 
time as an inducement for films. 


Distribs, -thereby, have frequently 
been able to stretch out pix time 
past what particular houses were 
willing to guarantee’ previously. 
That applies te initial playing time 
not to heldevers which have gener- 
ally decreased because of tapering 
grosses. 


Another twist in developments, ac- 
cording to sales toppers, is an M- 
creased display of showmanship by 
exhibs buying in the open market. 
“They're not nearly as much in- 
clined to drift with the tide when 
they're promised longer bookings 
than heretofore,” execs say. More- 
over, with some of the companies 
dividing their produet ameng thea- 
tres in formerly clesed situations, 
exhibs in those parts no longer have 
the assurance of all the big p’*- 
Consequently, they work the harder 
on their share of the heavy-grossers, 
it’s said. 

Despite the decree’s stay, most of 
the companies have revamped thelr 
selling in one way or another. Still 
regulated by the decree, 20th-Fox 
is offering its pix competitively 
wherever it’s so asked by exhibs. 
Paramount, on the other hand, 17 
sore spots where exhibs are demand- 
ing a looksee on product, are split- 
ting it between competing houses. 
That applies to some 200 situations. 

Metro recently added a number of 
competitive selling spots and is now 
operating on that basis in 75 locsles. 
RKO is working on a similar tech- 
nique but has refused to sell to new 
customers except where the house 
is equal in type and capacity to its 
old accounts. Warners hasnt gone 
into decree selling at all. As 


Universal, it has been offering its 
product to the best bidder. 
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«10% AUDIENCE PICTURE, 


SAYS FILM BULLETIN 
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Hint Newman May Retire As Head 
Of Evergreen Chain; Xchange News 


Los Angeles. 
Film row reports that Frank New- 
man, head of the Evergreen State 
Amus. Corp., operating 41 houses in 
Washington and Oregon, is ready to 
retire. In case that happens, Na- 
tional Theatres will have first call 
on the Newman stock. } 
Evergreen is a NT subsidiary, with 
the latter holding a controlling in- 
terest in the Pacific northwest chain. 
Under their agreement, NT has first 
refusal on any partner’s interest. 
Other partners are the estates of the 
late Albert J. Finke and Al Rosen- 
berg. 





Wade to Manage for Schine 
Oswego, N. Y. 

Robert Wade, former pitcher for 
Albany Eastern League Club, who 
has been with the Schine Theatres 
since he left recent war _ service, 
named manager of Oswego theatre, 
of Schine chain here. 

Wade was in Gloversville for last 
few months attending Schine man- 
agers’ school. 

New Salesmen in Pitt Area 
! Pittsburgh. 

Robert Munn appointed to Repub- 
lic sales staff, covering West Vir- 
ginia. Transferred from Rep ex- 
change in Cleveland. 

Fred Herrington, vet secretary of 
MPTO of Western Pennsylvania, 
and his wife, will celebrate their 
golden wedding anniversary on June 
4. Exhibitor organizations are plan- 
ning a big banquet at William Penn 
hotel. 

Ed Lebby, on Film Row for years, 
joined PRC sales staff in Los An- 


geles. : 
Harry Burnstein, formerly with 
Warners, named manager of the 


indie-owned Penn theatre in Am- 
bridge, Pa. Succeeds Frank Austin, 
who resigned on account of ill 
health. 

William Scott, veteran UA sales- 
man with company for 25 years, re- 
signed. 

Joe Somers, former local theatre 

anager, is new pilot of Royal, 

iami Beach. 

Bert Stearn, head of Cooperative 
booking combine, attending Variety 
Club convention in Los Angeles, 
will remain there a month until first 
indie picture he and Harry Hendel 
and Maurice Conn have produced is 
previewed. Hendel, local theatre 
owner, has been on Coast for sev- 
eral weeks while film was in pro- 

uction. It'll be released through 

ilm Classics. 





Fox-Midwest Opens One in Ill. 
St. Louis. 
Fox-Midwest new house, the Sta- 
dium, 700-seater in Mt. Vernon, IIL, 
as lighted last week, this replacing 
the Royal that was destroyed by fire 
in 1945. ~« 
Bud Fox, assistant nianager Fox- 
Midwest Orpheum, Cape ‘Girardeau, 
Mo., upped to manager, vice Leon 











& 








COUNTRY’S 
TOP GAGWRITER 


For Magazine Cartoonists 


Offers gag file of five years’ work. 
(More than 5,000 original, un-used, 
superior gags. Suitable for top radio 
comedian, MC, Holly'wood movie exec 
who needs comedy material for pix, 
or chap who wants to be the life of 
the party. Worth their weight in 
yaks. $20,000 Cash. The gagwriter 
for hire at the same figure or reason- 
able facsimile thereof. 


BOX 71, Variety, 154 W. 46th St. 
New York 19, N. Y. 
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On Stage! In Person! 


JACK BENNY 
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On Screen! 
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George Montgomery Nancy Guild 
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Koch, who moves to Mt. Vernon, Il. 

Robert C. Cluster, Salem, II1., sold 
the Massac, a 600-seater, and the 
Royal, a 400-seater, Metropolis, Il., 
to Massac Theatres, Inc., a group of 
civic biggies in the town. 

J. J. Overton sold his interest in 
Lyric, Winchester, Ill., to Paul Steh- 
man, Chicago, but his partner, Guy 
Fall, will continue the co-ownership 
with Stehman. 

Tom Edwards and Harold Harris, 
Farmington, Mo., have let contracts 
for facelifting jobs in houses they 
own and operate in Missouri. They 
may add two new houses to their 
chain. 

Ted Barker Upped 

Ernest Emerling, advertising di- 
rector for Loew’s Theatres, has ap- 
pointed Ted Barker publicity and ad 
manager for Loew’s five theatres in 
Cleveland. Barker, who has been 
publicist for Loew’s State and Or- 
pheum, St. Louis, will succeed Ed 
Fisher, resigned. 





Montreal’s Bilinguaier 
Montreai. 

A new theatre circuit started op- 
erating its first house in the Prov- 
ince of Quebec when the 700-seat 
Bijou inaugurated a policy of bi- 
lingual programs consisting of the 
American pix coupled with either 
a French film or a French-dubbed 
Hollywood production. Since open- 
ing, business has been fair. The 
Bijou is the first theatre to charge 
higher balcony prices than for the 
orchestra, since the 200 balcony seats 
are all equipped with the new push- 
back. 

Only recently built, the Bijou is 
operated by Cine-World Canadian 
Corp.; headed by Archie Mason, who 
has a string of theatres in Nova Sco- 
tia. Henry Falk, formerly with In- 
dependent Theatres of Canada, is 
general manager. 





Sochin New U Mer. in Cincy 
Cincinnati. 
Irving Sochin joined Universal 
here as branch manager, succeeding 
W. C. Carmichael who transferred 
to St. Louis as company’s office man- 
ager. Formerly with 20th-Fox as 
office manager in Cincy and India- 
napolis, Sochin was manager in re- 
cent months for Theatre Owners 
Corp., local exhibs’ booking pool. He 
is chief barker of Variety Club 
Tent 3. 





Col Sales Confab in Chi, June 3 
Four-day sales meet of Columbia 
sales personnel and home office 
execs has been set for June 3 in 
Chicago, with A. Montague, general 
sales manager, presiding. Agenda 
covers coming season’s product, pro- 
motional plans and _ single-selling 
policy of Colymbia’s top features. 


Latta’s Datghter in WB Pic 
Albany. 
Dorothy Latta, daughter-of C. J. 
Latta, zone manager for Warners in 
the Albany and Buffalo districts, is 
in the cast of “Ever the Beginning,” 
soon to be released by Warners. 
She was given role after traveling 
to Hollyweod, for a screen test, from 
Broadway, where she was appearing 
in “Finian’s Rainbow.” 





Interstate Ups Johnston 
Houston, Texas. 

Bill Johnston named publicity di- 
rector for local Interstate Theatres 
replacing Homer Jordan, resigned. 
James Menutis, former treasurer of 
University, named assistant to John- 
ston, Robert Patterson succeeds 
Menutis at the University. 

Ted Waggoner purchased Coolidge 





Blankenship circuit in west Texas. 





F-WC Shifts Gill 


Los Angeles. 


Fox-West Coast shifted 


resigned, 


UA Sellout 


Continued from page 3 











long-distance wires open but 
trusting the bartering to their reps 


willing to accept the $10,000,000- 
$11,000,000 offer which 
dropped into the hopper but 


ford restraint. She, 


taking less than his partner. 
On the other hand, Chaplin on his 


the $5,500,000 which would be his 
share if the pending proposition 
went through. Chaplin some two 


interest on the block. Additionally, 
Miss Pickford is holding out for 
guarantees that the part of the 
price not immediately payable won’t 
be dissipated by either a sharp dip 
in business or company mismanage- 
ment, 
Details 


Under the current Fabian offer, 
UA’s purchasers would have five to 
six years to liquidate the balance 
of the acquisition price. That part of 
the nut, according to reports, would 
run to approximately $7,000,000 evi- 
deneed by preferred stock issued to 
the two present partners. Miss Pick- 
ford has no objection to IOUs from 
responsible parties, such as she is 
now dealing with, and that’s scored 
up as a highly favorable factor in 
furthering the transaction. 


Also working strongly towards a 
successful finish are two other fac- 
tors—the inability of UA’s owners 
to find a promising replacement for 
Edward C. Raftery, company’s 
prexy; and the poor profit showing 
that UA has turned in lately. In the 
latter regard, it’s understood that 
while UA grossed $40,000,000 in 1946, 
company’s net was only several hun- 
dred thousands, while other maiors 
were racking up unprecedented 
profits. 

Moreover, both Joseph R. Vogel, 
Loew’s veepee in charge of theatres, 
and Abe Schneider, Columbia Pic- 
tures’ v.p. and treas., nixed the 
presidential proffer, while Fabian 
refuses to take it without absolute 
control, In Vogel’s case, not only 
could he have named his own salary, 
but a 10% slice of UA'’s privately- 
owned stock would have been 
thrown in as bait. 

Fabian, .who comes well heeled 
from the exhibition field, is reported 
anxious to get his hand into distri- 
bution and production. He figures 
he can streamline the company’s 
operations, turn its releases into a 
handsome profit and later win back 
the confidence of such top indie pro- 
ducers ‘as Samuel Goldwyn and 
David O. Selznick. Tentative plans 
call for a public stock issue later 
on, 





theatre at Coolidge, Texas, from Ed 
Newman, circuit operator of Waco. 
Waggoner was former manager of 


omer 
Gill, manager of the Bakersfield dis- 
trict, to a similar post in San Diego. 
Gill takes over the job held by Dick 
Smith, who moves over to Phoenix, 
succeeding Lou Christ, who recently 


en- 


Fabian and Chaplin are keen for 
finalizing a deal. Latter would be 


Fabian 
has 
been hamstrung, so far, by the Pick- 
in turn, wants 
$7,500/000 as her cut of the total sales 
price, and Chaplin can’t see himself | 


own would be willing to grab off 


years ago was ready to put his half 


Picture 





CINCINATTI 


(reissues), swell $9,000. 
Keith’s (UP) 
“Smash-Up” (U) (2d wk). 
opening round. 
Tyrie (RKO) (1,400; 
turn of Scarlet Pimpernel” 
(reissues). Blah $4,000. n 
week on “Thief of Bagdad 


sues). 


Palace (RKO) 


“Farmer’s Daughter” (RKO). 
week on moveover. 
Last round, fancy $7,000. 


4 New Films Help Mpls.; 





| ‘Smash-Up’ Aces at 126, 


Minneapolis, May 27. 


“Smash-Up” is comparatively 


er’s Daughter.” 
Estimates for This Week 


week, “Bulldog Drummond at Bay” 
(Col) and “Blondie’s Holiday” (Col) 
split with “Today I Hang” (PRC) 
and “Men San Quentin” (PRC), okay 
$2,400 in 8 days. 

Century (Par) (1,600; 
“Affairs Bel Ami” (UA). Title and 
ads designed to capture feminine eye, 
but crix comments are not so forte; 
good $7,000 looks about all. Last 
week, “Macomber Affair” (UA) (2d 
wk), $7,200. 

Gopher (Par) (1,000; 44)—“Fear in 

Night” (Par). Trim $4,000. Last 
week, “Last of Mohicans” (PRC) (re- 
issue), mild $3,000. 
‘Lyric (1,100; 50-70)—“Boomerang” 
(20th) (m.o.). Good $6,000 in pros- 
pect. Last week, “Song of Schehera- 
zade” (U), $4,500. 

Pix (Newsreel) (190; 50-75)—‘‘The 
Outlaw” (UA) (5th wk). Has been 
pretty well milked and should bow 
out at fair $1,500 after oke $3,500 
preceding canto. 

Radio City (Par) (4,000; 50-70)— 
“George Apley” (20th). Shapes to 
et neat $16,000. Last week, “Easy 

ome” (Par) and Frankie Carle orch, 
others, on stage at 50-85c. scale, very 
big $31,000. 

RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (1,600; 50- 
70)—‘‘Smash-Up” (U). Climbing to 


big $12,000. Last week, “Farmer's 
Daughter” (RKO) (2d wk), big 
$12,000. 

RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 50-70)— 


“Farmer's Daughter” (RKO) (m.o.). 
Still highly profitable at $8,500. Last 
week, “Buck Privates Come Home” 
(U), $7,000. 

State (Par) (2,300; 50-70)—“Blaze 
of Noon” (Par). Only fairly good 
$10,000. Last week, “Boomerang” 


(20th), $14,000. 
(1.000; 50-55)— 


Uptown (Par) 

“Stallion Road” (WB), First nabe 
showing. Okay $3,500. Last week, 
“Favorite Brunette” (Par), $4,500. 


World (Mann) (350; 50-99)— 
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———RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 
Rockefeller Center 
John Walerie ; 
MILLS ©@© HOBSON 3 
in J. Arthur Rank’s ? 


“GREAT EXPECTATIONS”; 


A Universal-International Picture ¢ 


SPECTACULAR STAGE PRESENTATION $ 


th * THE BEST FILM 
WEEK! “a Winner of Nine 


‘THE BEST ") Academy Awards! 
YEARS OF 
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Izvestia-Taylor 
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localed in any wartorn country 
other than Russia. 


| Russia” as non-political is corrobo- 


in the Dec. 29, 1943 issue: 
glory of- Russian courage against 


| Pasternak has produced for Metro 


to a script that too frequently sacri- 
fices realism for what is seemingly 
more a love story than an epic of a 


ment.”) 

In his Isvestia attack, Sergei 
| Gerasimov, one of USSR’s top actors, 
called the film “naive” and panned 
Taylor for his “lack of morality and 
artistic sincerity.” “Quite obviously,” 
|Gerasimov wrote, “the same old 
round American dolfar is the reason 
for everything. Conscience, honor 
,and even the very elementary rep- 
resentation of decency are tied up 
| conveniently with the dollar, for 
; which Mr. Taylor, according to his 
own statements, sold his ‘American 
convictions’.” 





(Maytr’s description of “Song of 


rated by VARIETY’s review of the film 
“The 


Nazi infamy has been paid tribute 
in ‘Song of Russia,’ which Joseph 


with a sweep that suggests epochal 


intentions. That these intentions go 
awry can be attributed considerably 


gallant people's fight against enslave- | 


“Macomber Affair” (UA)- (m.o.). 
Here after week each at Radio City 
and Century. Moderate $2,000. Last 
pin “Open City” (Indie) (2d wk), 


‘Apley’ Hefty $18,000 In 
Prov.; ‘Daughter’ 156, 2d 


Providence, May 27. 

Two third-week sessions and one 
second stanza highlight the main 
stem this week, with the repeats do- 
ing fairly well. Loew's State’s “Duel 
in Sun” at upped scale and RKO 
Albee’s “Farmer's Daughter” held 
for three and Strand’s “Favorite 
Brunette” is in a second frame. 





entry. 
Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) = (2,200: 44-65)— 
“Farmer's Daughter” (RKO) and 
“Devil Thumbs Ride” (RKO) (3d 
wk), Solid $15,000. Second was 
nifty $18,000. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400: 44-65) 
—"Stallion Road” (WB) and “Three 
on a Ticket” (WB) (2d run). Satis- 
factory $5,000. Last week, “Boom- 
erang” (20th) (2d wk), $5,500. 

Fay’s (Fay) (1,400; 44-€5)—“Bad 
Bascomb” «(M-G) (reissue) 
vaude on stage. Steady $7,000. Last 
| week, “Tarzan and Leopard Woman” 
| (RKO) and vaude on stage, $6,500. 
___Majestie (Fay) (2,200; 44-65)— 
George Apley” (20th) and “Back- 
ilash” (20th). Hefty $18,000. Last 








Continued from page 13 


Hawk” (WB) and “Sea Wolf” (WB) 


(1,542; 55-70)— 
Great 
$10,000 or over, after sock $15,000 


55-70)— 
“Scarlet Pimpernel” (FC) and “Re- 
an ' (FC) 
Same last 
(FC) 
and “Ghost Goes West” (FC) (reis- 


(2,600; 55-70)— 
“Blaze of Noon” (Par). Season’s low 


at $7,500. Last week, “Guilt Janet 
Ames” (Col), $8,500. 
Shubert (RKO) (2,100; 55-70)— 


Third 
Plump $5,000. | 


Wednesday, May 28, 1947 


Grosses 


week, 
“Three on Ticket” (WB), $10,000 


“Stallion Road” (WB) and 


State (Loew) (3,200; 90-$1.95)— 
“Duel in Sun” (SRO) (3d wk) 
Faltering $19,500, Second was nice 
$32,000. ; 


Strand (Silverman) (2,200: 44-65) 
—“Favorite Brunette” (Par) and 
“Thirteenth Hour” (Col) (2d wk) 
Way off at $8,500. First week was 
nice $15,000. 


‘DUEL’ RECORD 456, 
D. C; ‘CALCUTTA’ 196 


Washington, May 27. 

With the town generally quiet 
along the boxoffice sector, “Duel in 
Sun” has taken over 








‘Apley’ 166, ‘Blaze’ 106. 


‘perfect Lady” 

Loop has four major newcomers 
currently and more than usual. | __ 
“Late George Apley” will head the | Skimpy $6,000 for third down 
foursome with biggest coin total but | week. 


stronger at the Orpheum. “:Blaze at} atta” (Par). 
Noon” is on mild side. It's the third! week, 
week for the hard-punching “Farm- | 


| Aster (Par) (900; 30-44)—‘Back 
Lash” (20th) and “My Dog Shep” | 
(SG). Okay $2,000 in 5 days. Last 


50-70)— | 





Majestic’s “Late George Apley” is | 
fairly strong, being the sole big, new | 





and | various branches of the 


at advanced 
prices at the Palace and appears 
headed for a smash $45,000 week 
which would be a new record for 
that house. “Blaze of Noon” with 


vaude, is moderate at the Capitol, 
“Calcutta” is average at the Earle. 
Estimates for This Week 
Capitol (Logw’s) (3,434; 44-89)— 
“Blaze. of Noon” (Par) with vaude, 
Moderate $22,000. Last week, “Im. 
(Par) 


plus vaude, 
| same. 

Columbia (Loew’s) (1,263; 44-70) 
“California” (Par) (2d run), 
town 
Last week, “Ramrod” (UA) 

(2d run),- $5,500. 
Earle (WB) (2,154; 44-85)—‘Cal- 


*Average $19,000. Last 


“Suddenly Spring” (Par), 
slow $17,000, 

Hippodrome (Lust) (365: 44-85)— 
“Brief Encounter” (U) (5th wk), 
| Down to $2,000, and out. Last week, 
| thin $2,500. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,838: 44-80)—~— 
“Egg and I” (U) (2d wk). Nice 
$18,000 although considerable dip 
from fine $24,000 in opener. 

Metropolitan (WB) (1,153; 44-70) 
—‘‘Stairway to Heaven” (U)._ Dis- 
appointing $10,000. Last week, 
“Happened on Fifth Ave.” (Mono) 


(2d wk), $6,500. 

Palace (Loew’s) (2,370; 90-$1.25)— 
“Duel in Sun” (SRO). Heading for 
a new house record at huge $45,000. 
Last week, “George Apley” (20th), 
disappointing $16,000. 


‘Homestretch’ Fast 196 
Tops L’ ville; ‘Waltz’ 126 


Louisville, May 27. 

“Homestretch” is setting the pace 
here, being a natural in a town 
where patrons are race-horse mind- 
ed and go to almost any film show- 
ing them coming down the stretch. 
Will be a winner by several lengths. 
Remainder of town largely is hold- 
over. 





Estimates for This Week 


Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) 
(1,200; 40-60) — “Farmer’s Daugh- 
ter” (RKO) and “Devil Thumbs 
Ride” (RKO) (m.o.) (3d wk). Neat 
$4,000 after last week's $4,800. 


Kentucky (Switow) (1,200; 30-40) 
“Nocturne” (RKO) and “Nora 
Prentiss” (WB). Brisk $3.100. Last 
week, “Humoresque” (WB) and 
“Easy Come” (Par), $3,300. 

Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,100; 
40-60) — “Love and Learn” (WB) 
(2d wk). Mild $5,000 in 6 days after 
initial week’s fairish $6,500. 

National (Standard) (2,400; 40-60) 


“Red House” (UA). Fair $7,000. 
Last week, “Smash-Up” (U) (2d 

wk), okay $6,000. 
Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 


40-60) — “Iomestretch” (20th). This 
is a natural for the patrons who 
are steeped in Kentucky Derby tra- 
dition in these parts. Probably big 
$19,000 or near. Last week, “Im- 
perfect Lady” (Par) and “Seven 
Were Saved” (Par), $13,000. ae 

Scoop (Louisville Theatres) (700; 
26-31) — “Untamed Fury” (PRC). 
Mild $2,500. Last week, newsreels 
only. 

State (Loew's) (3,300; 40-60) 
“Great Waltz” (M-G) (reissue) and 
“Undercover Maisie” ‘(M-G). Not 
creating much stir at $12.000. Last 
week, “Dishonored Lady” ‘UA) and 
“Bulldog Drummond at Bay” (Col), 
about same. 

State (Fourth Avenue) (1.400; 40- 
60) “Trail Street” (RKO) and 
“Beat Band” (RKO). Fine $5,000 
after last week’s excellent $6,500. 


Acad Preps Textbook 


On Picture Technique 


Hollywood, May 27. 

Textbook on the art of film-mak- 
ing is being readied by the Academy 
of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences 
for use in schools throughout the 
country. Book covers the field of 
studio technique, from script writ- 
ing to acting and producing. 

Academy members, experienced 18 
industry, 
will collaborate on the book. which 
will be edited by Kenneth Mac- 
gowan, head of the new motion pit 


— 





‘ture department at the University 
of California at Los Angeles. 
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Akron Turndown, With Brockton Nix, 
Make Double-Barreled Gun Vs. FCC 





On Blue Book Test; WADC To Appeal 


ashington, May 27. 

Broadcasters, who have been itch- 
ing to get FCC’s Blue Book into 
court, now have a choice of two 
Commission decisions on which to 
base a court test of the extent of 
the Government's authority over ra- 
dio programs. 

Actual choice, however, is up to 


radio attorney Paul Segal, counsel | 


for the rejected bidders in both 
cases where proposed programming 
has been the all-important factor in 
the FCC’s decision. Whichever way 
Segal decides, he can look for finan- 
cial as well as moral support from 
the industry in his fight to toss the 
Blue Bok out on its ear. 

FCC in a final decision last Thurs- 
day (22) boldly declared that sta- 
tions must carry some local pro- 
grams and tailor their broadcasts to 
“meet community neeés.” The prin- 
ciple—an echo of an earlier Blue 
Book pronouncement—was used to 
approve the bid of WGAR, Cleve- 
land, for a hike to 50 kw power on 
the 1,200 ke channel and to reject 
the mutually exclusive application of 
Allen Simmons’ WADC, Akron. 

If given the power increase, Sim- 
mons proposed to program WADC 
exclusively with CBS network be- 
tween 8 a, m. and 11 p. m. each Gay. 
Local prograins would be carried 
only before stait of the network 
day—from 5 to 8 a. nm. weekdays 
and 6 to 8 a. m. Sundays. The Cam- 
mission denounced the proposal as 
“tantamount to a voluntary abdica- 
tion to the network of the duty and 
responsibility of a broadcast station 
licensee.” 

The decision, Segal told VARIETY, 
will be immediately appealed in the 
U. S. Court of Appeals for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. He may or may 
not use the earlier Brockton, Mass. 
finding (which, incidentally, FCC 
has not yet made final) as the 
“strictly Blue Book test.’ There, the 
Commission hinged a preference for 
one of two bidders for a new 250- 
watter in Brockton, Mass. solely on 
his “superior program proposals.” 

In support of its WGAR finding, 
FCC declared ....“a network can 
be of great assistance” to a station’s 
programming but “makes no pre- 
tense of scheduling its programs 
with the particular needs and de- 
sires of any one service area in 
mind.” FCC concluded: ... “because 
a station ceases to be categorized as 
a local station does not relieve it of 
its responsibility to’ serve local and 
regional as well as national inter- 
ests.” = 

On the debit side for WGAR, FCC 
considered fact that WGAR, Cleve- 
land and WJR, Detroit “substan- 
tially” duplicate each other’s service 
areas and are commonly owned by 
Mr. and Mrs. G. A. Richards. Com- 
mission, all except dissenting Clif- 
ford J. Durr, concluded that the 
overlap was not serious enough to 
affect public interest. Durr wanted 
to deny both WGAR and WADC. 

The decision dashes any hope 
WADC entertained to cop off a CBS 
network contract. WGAR now has 
the Columbia net and with 50 kw 
power stands no chance of losing it. 

Position of the WADC-WGAR as 
a Blue Book test may be weakened, 
it was believed here, by existence of 
the multiple-ownership problem 
raised by the Richards’ holdings of 
two powerful 50 kw stations which 
together serve one of the richest 
areas in the U. S. 


Clark, Johnston, Lee 





2 
7 


| Fay, Powell Auditions Set 
For ‘Take It-Leave It’ 


Hollywood, May 27. 

Audition records of Frank Fay in 
|New York and Dick Powell here 
| will be cut before a choice is made 
| of successor to Phil Baker on “Take 
|It Or Leave It” by the Biow agency. 
Martin Strauss, prez of Eversharp, 
heard the record of Harry Von Zell 
last week before returning to New 
York but while impressed held off 
on a final decision. 


Goodwin and Red Barber, who has 
been presiding on the show in 
Baker’s absence. Baker was pleaded 
illness but Straus has ordered him 
to rejoin the show in New York 
Controversy over his contract may 
call for arbitration as he contends 
it runs through August while the 
agency has set the expiration date 
at June 8. Parting is said to be 
mutual. 


WNBC’s ‘Round Table’ 
Switch to Late Nite Spot 
Cues Univ. of Chi Beefs 


Sudden move by WNBC, N. Y., 
flagship, in plattering NBC’s long- 
standing “University of Chicago 
Round Table’ Sundays at 1:30 p.m. 
for airing Sunday nights at 11:30 
o’clock, has ignited bitter resentment 
on the part of the university's pro- 





costs the airer most of its listeners 
in one of its biggest: audience centers. 


WNBC «ascribed the decjsion to 
transcribe the forum and broadcast 
it at the late night hour to “a nor- 
mal shift of programs,” but admit-, 
ted the shift followed sale of Sun- 
day afternoon time requiring a 
shuffling of public service shows. 
Statiog is slotting a local news show 
in the 1:30 period and reverting to 
live airing of the CIO-AFL-NAM- 
Grange program, “America United,” 
which the network programs at 1 
p.m. and which WNBC has been re- 
broadcasting at 11:30 p.m. 


Univ. of Chi officials’ feeling is 
that they have been placed at a 
distinct disadvantage because the 
school “is not a pressure group” and 
cannot put the heat which some 
other groups could upon the station 
to keep, the program in a desirable 
listening period. They cite that the 
“Round Table” has been aired by 


net’s oldest public service shows, 
and that it has always pulled a com- 
paratively good rating. Only hope 
for rectifying the new situation, it’s 
felt, lies in listeners protesting the 
move. 

First late-night rebroadcast of 
“Round Table” last Sunday (25) 
originated from New York with 
several university child authorities 
discussing “Aggression in Children.” 
Result was “most unfortunate,” said 
a Univ. of Chi. rep in N.Y. for the 
broadcast. “Most parents by 11:30 
are in bed.” 


CLEARS BLOCK THREE 
MORE DAYTIME GRANTS 


Washington, May 27. 
Situation of the daytime bidders 





oe for spots on clear channels was 
On Ciggie Str ‘awhatter made more precarious over the 


Hollywood, May 27. 
Summer show for Old Gold has 
been set by Mann Holiner, with 
Buddy Clark alternating weekly 
with Johnny Johnston and Peggy 
Lee as the permanent chanteuse. 
Jan Savitt will be back on the 
stand, with other musical interludes 
by Robert Maxwell, swing harpist, 
and a singing group. 


Myerson Quits World 


Jack Myerson last week resigned 
as general manager of the N. Y. 
office of World Broadcasting Co., 
Decca subsidiary, and has been re- 
placed by Alfred Kendrick, of the 
World library service. 

Myerson’s plans aren't definite, 
but negotiations are 6n with Musi- 
craft records. 





weekend as the D.C. court of appeals 
issued three more stays against FCC 
orders granting air time on the clear 
channels. 

WJR, Detroit, successfully pro- 
tested the daytime grants to Clanton, 
Ala., and Tarboro, N. C. Latter sta- 
tion was actually on the air. W‘ 
appealed from a grant on its che 
nel to a local watter in Richmoi 
Va. 

The two clear channel outle 
claimed that the grants caused ii 
terference on the fringe area ¢ 
their daytime service. Previously 
the federal court here had grantec 
two other construction stays. FCC is 
slated to conduct hearings June 2 o 
the daytime skywaves. There are 
currently nearly 200 applications for 
a daytime piece of clear channels. , 











Previously auditioned were Bill | 


grammers who feel that the move | 


NBC since 1933, making it one of the |- 








KLZ FEATURED ORGANIST 


NORMAN SORENSON 


A sparking highlight among K LZ's 
abundance of local, live musical 
shows is the key-caressing of Nor- 


Philly Bulletin Sale 
Of WPEN to Klein, 
Sylk Fetches 7506 


Philadelphia, May 27. 

The Evening Bulletin has sold 
WPEN to Philip Klein, Philly adver- 
tising man, and Al Sylk, head of a 
large drug chain, for a reported 
$750,000, it was learned this week. 

Papers are expected to be signed 
within the next few days. Klein is 
expected to take over active con- 
trol of the station, a 10,000 watter, 
purchased by the Bulletin from the 
Arde Bulova interests two years ago 
for about $600,000. 

The Bulletin had to get rid of 
WPEN after its purchase of WCAU 
as part of the package in which it 
acquired the newspaper and radio 
properties of J. David Stern follow- 
ing the folding of the Record and 
Camden Courier-Post newspapers on 
the heels of a Newspaper Guild 
strike. Purchase of WCAU has not 
yet been given the official nod of 
the FCC, awaiting the disposal of 
WPEN. 

Klein was the head of an ad 
agency bearing his name. He “re- 
tired” from the advertising business 
about six months ago turning over 
the operation of the agency to his 
employees. He recently purchased 
the Jewish Times, an Anglo-Jewish 
weekly, 

Sylk, a close personal friend of 
Klein, is head of the Nevins Drug 
stores, large chain in the Eastern 
seaboard area. Sylk i@ also said to 
be a partner in Klein’s operation of 
the Jewish Times. 


CBS’ Critical Analysis Of 
Mags, Dailies, Press Ass’ns 


A recommendation in the recent 
report of the Commission on Free- 
dom of Press that mass media— 
press, films and radio—engage in 
mutual criticism, will be activated 
on a new front Saturday (31) when 
WCBS, N. Y., inaugurates a weekly 
quarter-hour called “CBS Views the 
Press.” Program is not a result of 
the CFP recommendation, however, 
as CBS was making dry runs on 
such a program long before the com- 
mission report appeared, according 
to Edward R. Murrow, CBS veepee 
and director of public affairs. 

Don Hollenbeck, CBS news ana- 
lyst, will both write and narrate the 
program, which will be aired Satur- 
days at 6:15 p.m. His report will be 
neither a summary of the news in 
the N. Y. metropolitan papers, nor 
“a carping” about treatment of the 
news, Murrow says, but rather an 
objective, critical analysis. Com- 
ments will bear on magazine stories 
and press association reports as 
well as the contents of the daily 
papers. 


Steel-Guild’s Hiatus 


S. Steel’s “Theatre Guild of the 

hangs around for four more 

on ABC, instead of checking 

is Sunday (1). Instead, there 

» no summer replacement, 

Steel deciding to take a sum- 
‘atus. 

* for next season are still in 

No contracts have been 

with some doubt that the 

§ ‘ show will return to ABC in 

e Jeil — is making a strong 
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It's Later Than You Think, Carroll 


FO ooeee 
Cornell, Cal. 





Dear Carroll Carroll: 

The man says that, according to the A. A. U. rules on argumentation 
I may have a rebuttal in our debate on a subject which discussions in 
forums, Blue Books and NAB stags are making slightly threadbare at the 
kilocycles, namely the Social Responsibility of American Radio. 

I could fill these columns and lap over as far as the obituaries on points 
of disagreement, but permit me to state them briefly: 

I do not agree that there is a plot against radio; it is simply a growing 
public protesting against pabulum. 

I disagree as to the intelligence quotient potential of our public. 

I have never slated that radio should become a Government bureay 
because I believe that whatever needs to be done can be done under the 





present system of licenses. In spite of over-inflation in certain v.p. quar. 
ters, by and large there is nothing wrong with the networks that a little 
| social honesty and good humor cannot cure. The action of CBS in can. 
celing out commercials for specific vital documentaries; ABC’s program. 


ming alertness and Mutual’s fearless forums, and even NBC’s self-con. 
| sciously exploited yet superlative symphonic concerts are what Mr. Bench- 
| ley would have called fingers in the right direction. 


Since I do not hold that radio should become an adjunct of the postoffice 
all of your arguments along that line are vitiated. ‘ 
It seems to me, to cover the ground even more quickly, that the whole 
tenor of the rest of your argument, sane and reasonable as it appears, is 


quite parallel to the sort of disputation wnich we used to read at the time 
when the German Fascists were first making their moves in Spain and 
the Rhineland. I refer to the line of logic which went: “Yes, we know 
it’s a terrible thing and we know something should be done about it. But 
after all, let us not be rabble rousers; let us permit the evolutionary 
processes to work things out as they always do. We have no right to be 
the guardian of social consciences. If it’s happening there so effectively 
maybe that’s what the mass of people want. Anyway, to interfere is too 
political.” 

It took more million lives than listen to our comedians on Tuesday to 
indicate how wrong we were in permitting the world’s reactionary forceg 
to burn, torture, and invade while we stood by waiting for the goodness 
within their own structure to prevail. 

I am not implying that you spoke with the appeasers, Carrol]. I am 
simply saying that your present argument against the quick revitalization 
of radio as a force for mass audience education parallels the “speak softly 
let the force of innate good function, let nature’s slow forward movement 
toward the stars do the work” line. 

Unfortunately, my dear Carroll, our scientists, working under war's 
compulsions, recently repealed nature’s law of slow evolution. There just 
isn’t time enough on our clock to wait for the human heart to catch up 
with the scientifie brain. 

The basic misunderstanding, Carroll, is that I’m not talking about a radio 
that will overnight make the public like Bach as well as boogie, give the 
University Roundtable the same adoration it gives Bob Hope, or tune 
out “Blondie” to hear a dissertation on the faults of modern housing. 

I'm talking of am emergency situation, the emergency of our scientific 
knowledge of destruction outstripping, overnight, 10 centuries of evolu- 
tionary growth in the humanities. 

It is only the seeond year since, against the advice of the men who gave 
them the implement of destruction, our political brasshats destroyed 
100,000 people and destroyed our opportunity as a people to progress in a 
slow and evolutionary peaceful manner. ~ 

We were ruthless and in so doing cut off oyr context with time. 

It is no longer a question of can the people assimilate ideas. Ideas must 
be presented them as quickly as possible. 

I see a world sitting on an atom bomb while our professional politicians, 
and State Dept. eareer men, and all the other hair-splitters and self- 
seekers, try to turn back the timeclock with yesterday's prejudices, alli- 
ances and cordons sanitaires. : 

To ask radio, in this last-of-the-world-emergencies, suddenly to become 
the great educative force is, undoubtedly, wish-thinking. 

But many millions of people have just died to give us this little breath 
of time to wish, and hope, and pray—and do. Arch Oboler, 


Gay a Snr |Atheistc Soot 
Relish Own Competition) Pyts FCC on Spot 
Again With Beefs 


When Lever Bros. bought the 
Washington, May 27. 


“Arthur Godfrey Talent Scout” 
show on CB§ for its Lipton Tea 

Robert Harold Scott, retired court 
reporter who has been waging & 

















product it found itself confronted 
with a situation where Godfrey 
would be pitted against another 
Lever show, Amos ’n’ Andy (Rinso) 
on NBC. Levers figured such an ar- 
wee hen pret Bs ont state lone battle to get stations in the 
to commercial aus fade ii bel Cee See oe. oe 
will be yanked let of th "9 vel | nineist Pee ee ee 
Daeden wlahs e o'clock the spot again last week. Following 
so oa 8 at gy (A&A time) | up on his first petition of two years 
ee Bag Se ver to the Friday ago, Scott urged FCC to revoke the 
ght 9:30-10 CBS slot. That’s the licenses of KPO-NBC, KGO-ABC, 
— being vacated by Rexall’s KFRC, San Francisco "and KQW, 
ry Oe rene show, which goes | San Jose. It was his first complaint, 
however, against KGO. 
FCC had handled Scott's 00 
‘ ? petition by a general decision las 
Lever Bros. Mulls ‘Irma’ [Suiy “which “ussed “stations ‘not. 
; ; adopt a blanket rule against givin 
Vice Joan Davis Show non-believers air time but stoppe 
CBS, whose hopes for sale of “M ee ee ee oe 
Srised lena” coon 00 eo Y | controversial broadcasts. And the 
be gel * “ye a few weeks | commission had turned down fiat his 
nage pe ord practically bought | request to delete the liceses of KPO, 
and then changed its mind in| KFRC and KQW 
seman pg ag its fingers Scott said he was filing a second 
neo aay toa rma” deal cur-| request for revocation since, follow- 
19 Ranh igo r 4 tev ing the eommission’s decision, he had 
buying the Fe Wilson “ait one Sat I Mn 5 Seg oe 
can as replacement ri c the eee s 
Onday night Joan Davis show 
which the elient j i ' Tho 
end of the season. latinas tas Grauer, rgenson To 
ee em Split on WW Sub Chores 
ey 7” to Listen Show Summer replacement has been set 
oF: pia yn steps into a new role| for Walter Winehell'’s Sunday night 
a , enna | when “Listen Care- | Jergen’s show, while WW vacations 
~ A new Bernard L. Schubert | from July 20 to Aug. 24. 
ieinde’ — off June 22 as a sus-| Spotted on the show as regular 
mre vl — Sunday 9:30-10 p.m. | weekly features will be Ben Grauer, 
tached = Time is being | to do the news, and Ed Thorgense?, 
io el y 7 uble or Nothing,” |for sports. There'll be weekly guest 
is moving to CBS. Jostyn | fashion experts, such as Mainbocher, 





Jor eqntinue on “Mr. District At- | John Frederics, etc. for discussio® 
of fall fashions, 


torney.” 
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The Mayor Takes a Plaque 


Editor, VARIETY: 
I wish to take this opportunity 
and gratification for 


the 1946 Varirty Showmanagement 


New York, 


to express my sincere appreciation 
Award 


bestowed on WNYC for “Responsibility to the Community.” 
As Mayor of New York City, it gives me great pleasure to accept 


the plaque which accompanies the 
Seymour N. Siegel, acting director 


award, and to express on behalf of 
of the Municipal Broadcasting Sys- 


tem and the staff, our heartfelt thanks for such honor from the enter- 
tainment industry's leading publication, Variery. 


Particularly felicitous, we feel, 


“For two days and nights the 


cinated to the point-counterpoint of democracy i: 


greatest mass eivics lessons in the 


That Variety should feel that in WNYC 


is the wording of the citation which 
accompanied the Variety Showmanagement Award. 
to the broadcast hearings on the transit question, 


which, referring 
reads in part: 
people of New York listened fas- 


action 
history of radio.” 
the City of New 


in one of the 


York has 


“the most intelligently-operated non-commercial radio station in Amer- 


ica,’ can only serve to spur us on 


in continuing to serve the best in- 


terests of the people of the world’s largest city. 


Again my sincere appreciation. 





William O’Dwyer, 
_Mayor, New y York City. — 





Hollywood, May 27. 

Jockey-size Harry Maizlish, g.m 
of Warners’ KFWB here, must get 
the honors for starting the nation’s 
latest and fastest-growing radio in- 
dustry trend: the Disk Jockey 
Sweepstakes. He proved it again 
this week when he cinched what 
must remain one of the industry 
coups of all time in signing Martin 
Block on the indie outlet as orig- 
inating station for Mutual. Iti setting 

lock originally for his own station 
ere, he scooped the town and 
eountry and pushed jockeying to a 
position of national prominence and 
wealth. Previously he had lined up 
a stable of lesser gems for a setting 
that must remain for sometime the 
Kohinoor of the Kilocycles. 

Al Jarvis, granddaddy of jockey- 
ing didn’t know what he started in 
1946 when he unexpectedly left 
KFWB and Maizlish in lurch after 
a dozen years of being the station's 
backbone. It was then Maizlish 
started thinking competition - wise 
and dreamed up the Block tieup. 
What is even more, he stuck with 
it despite industry criticism and pity 
for having “bitten off more than he 
@ould chew.” 

The bite, which Mutual is sharing, 
is now a multi-million dollar coup 
that puts the costly lecal show on a 
very sound basis, represents $1,500,- 
000 to Mutual via re-sale of the hour 
of Block’s three-hour show on 
KFWB, and makes Block the top 
radio earning individual of all time 
with an annual million and over. 

Though glory-grabbers are al- 
ready nibbling, it was Maizlish who 
first had the vision to see the po- 
tential of the deal which he worked 
with Block. The rest is history-- 
and here it is: 

There’s the soon to preem Paul 
Whiteman show ean ABC: Tommy 

(Continued on page 36) 


WMCA LETTING SELF GO 





ON DISK JOCK SHOWS 


Looks like WMCA, the Nathan 
Straus-owned New York indie, is 
Jumping on the disk jockey band- 
wagon in a big way, with reporte 
that the station will wind up with a 
pula daily wax spinning semes- 
er. 

Station last week latched on to 
the Tommy Dorsey disk jock pro- 
gram for a daily two-hour whirl, 
starting in September, with a 60- 
minute segment to be slotted in the 
@arly afternoon and the other half 
Scheduled for the early evening. 
Station already has the Bea Wain- 
Andre Baruch team whirling the 
platters for 90 minutes daily, with 
Straus currently surveying the field 
for an additional two-hour person- 
ality series. 


Now It’s Vallee 


Latest show biz personality being 
mulled as a disk jockey impresario 
is Rudy Vallee, who is currently 
without any radio commitment. 

Vallee’s name has been offered up 
to several agencies for sponsorship | 
nibbles and was proferred to Mu- 
tual, 





+ 


Block to Air KFWB Jockey Spot On 
Mutual in New $1,000,000 Deal! 





He Who Laughs Last 


Top network exec sat in the 
control booth during the broad- 
cast last week of web comedian 
doing a couple N.Y. origina- 
tions. The exec was practically 
doubled up in iaughter and 
after the show walked arm in 
arm out of the studio with the 
comedian. 

“And that,” the show’s tal- 
ent agent eouldn’t help crack- 
ing aloud, “was the guy who 
wanted to toss the comic off the 
air after the third broadcast 
early in the season.” 


(BS Tightening Up 
Hits Publicity Dept. 


There’ were a flock of layoffs in 
Columbia Broadcasting System’s pub- 
licity department, N. Y., last week, 
but the move was not unexpected in 
view of the general tightening up 
around the network. 

However, the move has caused 
some comment, feeling being in 
some trade quarters that during a 
time of tension and ankiety over 
cancellations and _ switchover of 
shows to other networks, the public 
relations-publicity setup requires 
implementation rather than cramp- 
ing the dept.’s styl -@ 

Despite the exodus of such shows 
as “Hit Parade,’ “Mayor of the 
Town,” Rexall’s Jimmy Durante 
show, the dropping of the Ford, 
Camay, Mel Blanc and “Information 
Please” shows, etc., the web’s long- 
range view is reflected in the sales 
dept.’s conviction that come fall and 
the net will be sold out in the antic- 
ipated upbeat. Loss of some of 
the shows will cue a reshuffle to 
establish a better nighttime pro- 
gramming pattern and a bid for 
stronger programs. 


P&G’s Switchover Of 
FBI to Sat. Cues Query 


On Tune-out Invitation 


CBS has effected a reshuffle of its 
Saturday night programming, with 
the Procter & Gamble “FBI in Peace 
and War” show moving from Thurs- | 
day night into the 7:30-8 Saturday | 
period on Aug. 23, after an eight-week 
hiatus. The 8:30-9 period being ex- 
ited by “Mayor of the Town’ ’ will be 
given over to the web- built sus- 
tainer, “Sweeney and March.” 

Moveover of P & G's FBI show 
‘into the Saturday time has cued 
some speculation. For immediately 
following the CBS show, P & G 














sponsors “Life of Riley” 
or Consequences” on NBC, 
means inviting 
ifor the succeeding hour's 


parlay. 


also | $1,000,000 a year, 
and “Truth | with $400,000,000 to play around | BBC, have reported Miss Ward's per- 
which | 


a CBS tune-out at 8 | 
NBC | her logic and it was considered at 


a ee 


NEW ofdWo MAY 
WEAKEN STAND 


Recent activity spotlighting big- 


reflected, for 
60-minute 


example, in the 


Tommy Dorsey disk 


renewed industry interest in how it 
will eventually effect the NBC and 
CBS major network operations 

Thus far only ABC. with its 
Philco-Bing Crosby show, and Mu- 
tual have relaxed the ban on 
scripfion shows. NBC and CBS are 
still fighting it tooth and nail on the 
basis that “bring in transcription 
shows and you have no excuse for 
a network.” 

It’s conceded that what may have 
a@ bearing on ftuture NBC-CBS re- 
action to recorded shows is what the 
top advertisers will do about it 


side the fact that the big spenders, 
Lever Bros., General Foods, Stand- 
ard Brands, etc., channel virtually 
all of their radio expenditures into 
live coast-to-coast programming. 

But the impression is that the fun 
will begin once Lever Bros. o1 
General Foods start toying with the 
idea of forming its own networks by 
spotting transcription shows in mar- 
kets it’s particularly interested in 
and bypassing others that it’s now 
required to take. Lever Bros., for 
one, though up to now remaining 
aloof from transcribed programming, 
is reported showing some interest in 
the “new fangled idea.” 

In favor of the transcription pack- 
age boys is the fact that a client can 
latch his commercial on to a show 
at considerable less cost and with- 


headaches that attend live program- 
ming. Just how far they'll get in 
Sroresigrevee the big radio spenders 
| will depend on the stature the tran- 
scribed shows achieve, and, based 
on plans of some of the companies, 
| they'll probably hit a big-time pro- 
| gramming stride. 


The Sun Also ets , 


Radio’s due for 
newspaper 
Sun the latest mulling daily 
allotment. 

Sun is currently interviewing can- 
didates for the post of radio editor. 








another lift via 


space 


NETS’ DISK BIAS SEEN CRACKING 








time transcription programming, as | 
new | 


jockey program and the multiple | 
platter shows on the Lou Cowa! 
Fred Ziv, et al. agenda, has revived 


tran- | 


Thus far the networks have on their 


out inviting the production or other | 


coverage, with the N. Y. | 








The Skin Is Tender 


Maybe you think the spor 


ain't ‘nsitive’ 
ities Hayes recently) eX- 
| pressed a preference to play 
| lead in “The Corn is Green ( 
| “Theatre Guild of the Air.” T! 
| play. which concerns the har 
ships of the workers in a We 
mining town, was kavoed 
the brass at U.S. Steel for the 
| simple reason that negotiations 
| are going on between John L 
Lewis’ United Mine Workers 


and the owners of the soft coal 


mines. And U.S. Steel has coal 
mines of its own 

Miss Hayes may do the part 
yet, but not until a coal con- 


tract is signed. 


Two More Shows 


Bumped Off CBS, 
Blanc, Camay Out 


CBS got jolted by two more can- 
cellations last week when Procter & 
Gamble served cancellation notice 
,on “This Is Hollywood” and the plug 
was pulled on Mel Blanc by. Col- 
gate-Palmolive. Both will be closed 
;out late next month after 39-week 
|run. Demise of Camay’s “Holly- 
|; wood” is the result of the CBS Sat- 
urday night time not being strong 
enough to support a high budget 
show ($14,000). CBS failed to clear 
| other time acceptable to P & G and 
other nets were also unsuccessful 

Decision on whether to retain the 
| time will be made this week but in 
any event Camay will stay in the 
night time field and is now inspect- 
ing shows of more modest budget. 
Blanc show started promising enough 
;}but ran into writer and _ format 
trouble which proved its undoing. 

Misfortune running in three’s, CBS 
the same day was notified by the 
Ted Bates agency that the option on 
the Bill Goodwin CBS-packaged 
show had been passed. 




















By GEORGE ROSEN 


The 1947 Institute for Education 
by Radio in Columbus was consid- 
ered pretty uneventful in profes- 
sional radio circles (as reported at 
the time in Variety), but nearly a 
month after the event broadcasters 
are still het up on the performance 
at the Institute of Barbara Ward, 
32-year-old member of the Board 
of Governors of the British Broad- 
casting Corp. and assistant editor of 
the London Economist. 

Radio men are not too prone to 
bother much about the matter of 
whether Miss Ward was or was not 
in good taste. They concede she had 
every right to speak her mind. It’s 


on the question of facts, and 
whether she knew what she was 
talking about, that the Yanks have 


The con- 


held their post-mortems. 





gotten her facts about American 
radio on the fly and, it is suspected, 
mostly from her fellow-Britisher, 
Charles A. Seipmann perenial lam- 
| baster of American radio and now 
a professor in the Education School 
at N. Y. U. 
| Miss Ward had come before the 
| Institute with glowing advance re- 
|ports of her “brilliance.” 
ceeded to deliver a condesc ending | 
| harangue to the effect that “if the | 
BBC’s third program service could 
provide such wonderful things for 
the American radio 


with should be a cultural paradise.” 
That’s a rough approximation of 


ithe time a shallow, smartalecky and 


sensus is that the visiting lady had | 


She pro- | 


unsportsmandike misconstruction of 
the facts. As one radio man put it: 
“There is at least some evidence 
that American radio is fairly well 
liked by Americans, so the pre- 
sumption of total failure is far- 
fetched to say the least. Probably 
Britishers like British radio enough, 
too, but Miss Ward’s partisan as- 


fect and all-wise was scarcely 
vincing.” 

The British girl was politely re- 
ceived at Columbus and nobody 
from the industry undertook to de- 
flate her breezy over-generalities. 
The melody has, however, lingered 
on, and not pleasantly. She also 


con- 





got off lightly on the “Chicago 
Round Table” discussion of radio 
|when her opponent proved to be 


| good-natured Clarence Moore of 


| KOA, Denver. 

| In marked contrast to the unfor- 
|tunate impression made by Miss 
| Ward as the BBC’s Board of Gov- 
|ernors spokesman, another British 
llady attending the Institute was 
| highly esteemed. She was Mary 
| Somervell, a working radio execu- 
tive and the BBC's Director of Edu- 


cation. She was eritical, too. but 
with the difference that her Yankee 
counterparts realized at once she 


knew what she was talking about 
Persons connected with the British 

| Ministry of Information on this side 

and with the New York offices of 


formance to the powers that be in 
London. American radio has until 
|!now not had to dea! with this sort 
| of hop-skip-jump intellectual. 


| 
raown 


| 9:30-10 period, 


| Hayes, 


US. Radio Men Still Resent Smartaleck 
Femme Spokesman for British Radio 


sumption that the BBC was all-per- | 


‘ABC on a Spending Spree Puts 
SW0G on the Line for New Shows 


ABC network has gone on a pro- 
gramming spending spree, plunking 





$500,000 for a series of new 
iows. They range from comedy to 
ma, wire recorde! interviews, 
vnodunits, etc., with Phil Silvers, 
Edward Arnold and Eddie Albert 
mong the top personalities’ heading 
p the programs. All bow in with- 
a three-day span, in late June. In 
of Sum Ini¢ t ustaining pro- 
ming majority 1d up to 
ostly package 
The Phil Silvers show goes into 


e Wednesday 10-10:30 period, being 
acated for the summer by Bing 
Crosby, and tees off June 25. Sid Rez- 
nick will write and produc In the 
preceding half-hour the Eddie Albert 
ituation comedy starts rolling on 
date. To achieve a three- 
way back-to-back comedy sequence, 
ABC is re-slotting “Beulah” into the 
9-9:30 Wed. segment. 

Edward Arnold stars in a drama 
tabbed “Mr. President,” which 
tarts the following day (26) in the 
and in the following 
“Hollywood Tour” preems., 
is being programmed in col- 
laboration with Photoplay mag, with 
guestars off the Hollywood lots. gos- 
sip sequences, inside-stulff, etc. It's 
an expansion of a former afternoon- 
formated ABC show. 

“Challenge of the Yukon” 
the Thursday 7:30-8 slot. It's off the 
King-Trendle (WXYZ) belt-line, 
originating point of “Long Ranger” 
and “Green Hornet.” 

On Saturday, June 28, network will 
preem “A Candid Microphone,” 
which will utilize a wire recorder 
and lapel mike to catch off-guard 
conversations. As a network “filler” 
for “Gangbusters” during latter’s 
eight-week hiatus, “Adventures of 
Bill Lance” will go into the Sat. 
9-9:30 period to retain the whod- 
unit paeaeirc dl for that evening. 


Britain's Friendly 
Gesture to Kirby 


Last week the British Ambassador 
to Washington, Lord Invercfapel, 
presented the Order of the British 
Empire to four radio men. John S&S. 
now of WXQR (N. Y.), got 
one, as did Tom Lewis, of Young & 
Rubicam, and Lloyd. Sigman, of 
KMPC, Los Angeles. But the real 


, 
tne same 


half-hour 
Latter 


goes into 





| surprise to the radio trade was the 
/award to Edward R. Kirby, former 


N.A.B. and U. S. Army publicist 
now in private pressagentry prace- 
tice. 

Kirby, then a_ colonel, 
signed in 1944 to liaison 


was as- 
work at 


' Broadcasting House in London and 


there became embroiled in a feud 
with BBC officials which for a time 
assumed the proportions of a small 
international incident and resulted 
in the abrupt return to the U.S. of 
Kirby. He was still unpopular at 


the BBC in August, 1945, when 
he shepherded a junket of media 
men through London enroute to the 


continent. Practically every Amer- 
ican broadcaster stationed in or 
passing through England during the 
later war months knew of the 
Kirby-BBC feud. 

Hence the present surprise at the 
British gesture of sportsmanship in 
handing him one of their top hon- 
ors, 


FREEZE-OUT CHARGED 
BY C10 VS. FT. INDUSTRY 


Detroit, May 27. 
The Fort Industry Co is acquir- 
ing FM station permits solely to 


freeze out competition in this new 
field, August Scholle, president of 
the Michigan CIO Council, charged 

a letter to the FCC. Scholle also 
egistered a protest against the come 


pany's application to purchase sta- 
tion WJBK in Detroit. 
“The Fort Industry Co. acquired 


FM licenses and then refused to put 
the stations on the air,” Scholle said. 
‘It has been securing these licenses 
solely for the purpose of insuring 
itself against competition by this 
new medium.” 
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Mrs. Thackrey Due 


Nighttime Bid; B.0. Downbeat 2406 


for Quiz on WLIB 





Washington, May 27. + 


A motion to subpoena’ Dorcthy 
Shackrey for further testimony in 
support of her bid for nighttime op- 
eration for WLIB, N.Y., climaxed 
@ two-day hearing before FCC ex- 
aminer Abe Stein here last Friday 
(23). The motion was made by 
Westinghouse radio station WOWO, 
Ft. Wayne, which is fighting for 50 
kw power on the 1,190 kc wave- 
Jength and has turned down flat a 
WLIB proposal which would let both 
stations improve their present sta- 
tus on this channel. 

At issue is WLIB’s entirely new 
program proposed which calls for | 
the station to devote almost all its 
time to light classical recordings, 
with little live talent. WLIB claimed 
it would provide a unique program 
format not now given on any other 
Manhattan station with music half- | 
way between WQXR’s longhair of- 
ferings and WNEW’s jive. Program 
proposal for nighttime operation 


Vodka Jingles Next? 


Moscow, May 24. 

“Pepsi-vodka hits the spot— 
twice as much for a ruble too” 
may soon be glutting the Rus- 
sian airlanes. According to 
Moscow radio announcement, 
advertising from business enter- 
prises and educational institu- 
tions will be accepted for broad- 
cast on the Moscow City radio 
network at rates in accordance 
with an “established tariff.” 

Moral of the story is that no 
matter how you slice it, even in 
an anti-capitalist ether with mu- 
sic by Prokofieff and Shostako- 
vitch, it’s still a singing commer- 
cial. 








aS 


RANDY BROOKS 


Following Randy's opening at Ho- 
tel Pennsylvania’s Cafe Rouge, this 





| column stated: “Customer enthusi- | 


{asm predicts a successful engage- 








calls for only one 15-minute live 
music stint a week. 

Clair Stout, attorney for WOWO, 
claimed that several other stations | 
are giving listeners this same type 
of fare. WLIB earlier estimated it 
would need a staff of 80 people with 
nighttime but as a_ budget-saver | 
now proposes to get along with 48. 

New format was dreamed up by 
Mrs. Thackrey and new station 
manager Arthur Simon after Jack- | 
son Leighter left V’'LIB this winter. 
Reason for the retrenchment, ac- | 
cording to WLIB attorney Marcus | 
Cohn, is fact that station lost $180,- | 
000 in 1946 and dropped another | 
$59,000 in the first quarter of ‘47. 
At present, general administrative 
expenses, excluding programming, | 
absorb all net time sales. Station, | 
which had 57 staffers in December, 
is now down to 37. | 

Stout wants to quiz Mrs. Thackrey | 
on her program plans and financial | 
prospects, as well as any offers she | 
may have entertained to sell the | 
station. FCC examiner Abe Stein | 
passed his motion for subpoena’ on | 
to the full FCC bench to decide. 


Ohio State Senator Te 
Claim Time for Answer | 
'- To Governor's B’casts 


Columbus, May 27. 

Howard M. Metzenbaum, Cleve- 
Jand, member of the Ohio Senate, 
plans to ask the 32 Ohio radio sta- 
tions and one each in Fort Wayne, 
and Wheeling, for free radio time 
to answer the monthly broadcasts 
made by Gov. Thomas J. Herbert. 
Saying that Herbert’s “reports to 
the people” were “political and 
controversial,” Metzenbaum _indi- 
cated that, unless equal free time 
was given him by the stations, he 
would file charges against them with 
the FCC. 

Metzenbaum said the governor 
used the time “to convince the peo- 
ple of Ohio what an excellent job 
his administration is doing.” Gov. 
Herbert replied, “I would consider 
it as appropriate to ask for time on 














| ment for Randy Brooks’ new band.” 
His smooth style has 


© }—so right! 
W that undefinable something which 
ash Univ KMOX jattracts nice people and opens pock- 
” *9 | etbooks! 


Randy's transcriptions are ex- 


| 
| consioe to Lang-Worth’s 450-station 


& + 
In Radio Tiewp wivz*cnrs inc, wew vor 


St. Louis, May 27. 
Every phase of radio, except en- 





gineering, will be included in the Albany Sky 


two-year course to start next fall at 
Washington Univ. as result of a deal 
made by Wendell Campbell, gen. 
mgr, of KMOX, local ‘CBS outlet, 
and Dean Willis H. Reals of the 
school. Classes, to be held thrice 
weekly, will consist of one lecture 
and two laboratory periods and will 
be conducted by KMOX personnel. 
This is believed to be the first such 
radio course in a modern college in 
the U. S. 


The course will be open to juniors 
and seniors and the two semesters 
will provide a general background of 
the American system of broadcasting 
and will involve radio writing and a 
study of such devices as sound ef- 
fects as they affect continuity writ- 
ing. The senior year will involve 
the actual production and broadcast- 
ing over KMOX of selected scripts 
produced during the junior year. 


While a scholarship will be 


late will have a better opportunity 
than those without the training. A 


including Campbell and the station’s 
director of education will select the 
student for the scholarship award. 





Kingdon, Lerner Losing 


Sponsors, Stay Sustaining | 445°, °n¢ 


Cause of the liberal commentators 


5 


Gets Crowded 
With Stations 


Albany, May 27. 

A third new Albany = station, 
|; WNYS, operated by the Patroon 
| Broadcasting Co. on the 1,540 k.c. 
| band, is scheduled to go on the air 
in August. Outlet, of which Leon- 
ard Asch, manager of WBCA 
| Schenectady, is a moving spirit, re- 
| ceived the greenlight from FCE last 
| week for a 10,000 watter, on unlim- 
| ited. time. Companies in New Or- 
| leans, Fort Worth, Galveston and 
| Baton Rouge sought the same wave- 
| length, while KXEX, Waterloo, Ia., 
| asked that Patroon’s request not be 








awarded by the station annually it | granted, on the ground its operation 
carries no guarantee of a job with | would interfere with the Iowa sta- 
the station but those who matricu- | tion. 


| With WABY, now a Mutual af- 
| liate, scheduled to continue opera- 


committee chosen by Dean Reals and | tion—possibly under the manage- 


ment of Gannctt’s Press—and with 
the Van Curler Corp. (in which the 
Fabian theatre interests hold con- 
trol) and the Gov. Dongan Broad- 
casting (of which Jim Heaiel, WSNY 
commentator and newspaper col- 
umnist, is the spearhead) seeking the 
now held by WOKO, 
Albany, will have five AM station. 

Few observers here see how they 


suffered an added double blow this | all can make money, and several 


week. WOR’s (N. Y.) two remain- | probably will have to be operated 
ing liberal gabbers, Max Lerner and | without a network tieup. WGY in 


Frank Kingdon, both are losing their | Schenectady, 15 miles away, is a 


sponsors. 


{last Sunday (25), 
tract with Inkogragh 
next Sunday (1), with 
lapsing. 





national networks to answer the 


WOR, 


Kingdon’s con-/}1l. 


White Rose, which paid | basic NBC outlet; WTRY in Troy, 
Lerner’s way, let its contract expire | six miles distant, joined CBS, Jan. 
WOKO then shifted from CBS | 
terminates | to ABC. 

contract | winter before FCC on Van Curler’s 





Si Fabian, testifying last 


application, said that ABC had in- 


whieh -has been attacked | dicated willingness to serve the radio 


President as it is for Sen. Metzen- | More than any N. Y. station for giv- |company which he heads. 


ing preponderant voice to non- 


baum to ask for time from state | 


tions to answer me.” 
eS 2 | for the time being both Lerner and 


' Kingdon will be retained on a sus- 





IVES GETS PAL TO HYPO | ies. osed mousts tron 1s pon. | 


SHOW'S HUMOR CONTENT 2°"'2s "ste scutes “ss 
Hollywood, May 27. Allen is being slotted in the 7:45 


t. 
Humor will be added—it’s hoped— segmen 


to the Burl Ives show with the ad- , 
Pat Ballard’s Song Show 


dition .of a comic character “pal” of 
the troubador under format-chang- ; 
ing plans being shaped by the|. Pat Ballard, ex-Fred Waring ps. 
Hutchins agency. Changeover in | and script writer, alt i seat fall 
the now all-musical and all-philoso- | radio series titled “I'd Rather Write 
phy Philco briefie will probably be a Song,” which entails the dolled-up 
aired on August set of transcriptions presentation of songs written by 
goon to be made people famous in other lines of en- 
Ives is currently working on a deavor—actors, surgeons, w.k. edu- 
series of 13. The last four of the cators, etc. First i3 of series is lined 
batch will be hypoed with homey 5 la acer pete Bellard’s gim- 
humor. After they are finished he hl h — eb ahrar gy machine 
goes on location with 20th-Fox’s | pony — Le: skye on “We the 
company of “The Green Grass of ple recently. 
Wyoming.” | Roger Bower, WOR producer, is 
— | Co-owner of the package. 


WNBC Ups Heywood 


Fred Heywood moves up to the has directed the Iowa 
job of director of news and special | Frolic at WHO for 10 yea 
events at WNBC, N. Y., effective , Signed to enter freelance rac 
next Monday (2). }and will specialize in chi 
He succeeds Thomas B. McFadden, | radio shows, along with persona: 
who has just been made assistant | pearances. Cliff Carl will take ove 
station manager. 














Des Moines—Stan 4o 


| liberals, announced, however, that | 


as director of the lowa Barn Dance. , 


A company in which Carlos 
France, of Young & Rubicam, is an 
| Officer, plans put its station in opera- 
,tion here in August. Another in 
which Harry Goldman, of the Gold- 
_man & Walter agency and formerly 
sales manager of WOKO and WABY, 
| has stock, is due to hit the air 
‘about the same time. Both are 
; building FM transmitters, too, 
Edward M. Toole, retired State 
{Sore Board official and president 
| of Patroon, said the new station 


owned and operated by Albanians, | 
|“will be conducted in the interests of | 


Albanians and of our neighboring 
, communities.” 

Meanwhile, another concern, the 
Joseph Henry Broadcasting Co., has 


been chartered to make a bid for | 


an Albany station taking over 
WOKO’s wavelength. 





| (ney : 
| Crime’s’ Payoff 

CBS low-budgeted 
gram “Crime 


package pro. 

Photographer” came 

| UP with a 11.8 Hooper last week 

j and found itself tops for Thursday 

in the commercial sweepstakes and 

out-ranking, for the moment, such 

‘comedy segments as Abbott & Cos- 

‘lo, Eddie Cantor, Burns & Allen 
Jack Haley. 

hor Hocking sponsors “Crime 

‘pher” via the Weintraub 

“ripts are by Alonzo Deen 

Metz directs for CBS. 
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From the Production Centres 


(IN NEW YORK CITY... 


;Peggy Mann, freelance radio writer, sails for England in mid-June to 
enroll in the Univ. of Birmingham’s Shakespearean study class. She’}} 
visit France during her four months’ sojourn abroad. Also has severa) 
mag assignments. ...Georgia Gibbs flying down to Chattanooga for guest. 
shot on Bob Hope’s show next Tues. (3)....Frederic Ziv, who platters the 
Wayne King show for more than 100 staticns, has picked up his option for 
another year....Arthur Godfrey personality piece by Jerome Beatty 
spotted in June issue of American Mag....Leo Mishkin doing promotion 
for Ideal Publications. ...Ethel Owen into cast of Henry Morgan show..., 


Two femmes have been added to CBS’ overseas correspondent staff—Anne 
Stringer, who does occasional assignments for UP, in Berlin, and Betty 
Sherrod, wife of Time & Life’s Bob, in Shanghai. Net also has put David 
Shoenbrum, special correspondent since January, 1946, on the regular 
news staff in Paris....Eva Parnell and Dick Shankland into the cast of 
| “Rose of My Dreams”....Mary Patton, Dorothy Sands and John Raby in 
| “David Harum”....King Calder, Richard Sanders and Ben Cooper new 
in “Young Widder Brown” cast....NBC press staffers caught eavesdrop- 
| ping, via studio pickup, to Crosby's rehearsal for his ffial ABC show of the 
| season, on which Bob Hope was guesting....WOR reinstituting summer 
traffic safety warnings on all Sunday and holiday newscasts... .Gladyg 
Bunim, only woman engineer in CBS’ general engineering dept., elected 
to associate membership in the Institute of Radio Engineers—to which m®mly 
15 other women belong among 18,000 members. 


Jack McCarthy, ABC sportscaster, had to wire the homeoffice for money 
to get back from Suffolk Downs at Boston Saturday (24). Swears he 
didn’t bet on the geegees—it was a pickpocket, he sez....Despite reports 
that Harry Salter is going to the Coast for the Wm. Morris office, con- 
ductor is definitely staying east under MCA management....Ronald Daw. 
son, CBS director, marking 22d anni in radio today (Wed.)....Elaine Car- 
rington’s son, Bob, graduating from Deerfield Academy, Conn., and plan- 
ning to continue studies at Williams College....Arthur Alan Stern, former 
WLIB and WNYC scripter, has joined the WLW, Cincy, continuity dept..., 
WJZ's Fitzgeralds doing their summer gabbing from Hay Island, in Noroe 
ton, Conn.....Frank Readick into the cast of “Fat Man”....Lou Cowan, 
under his expanded production setup, has opened a Coast office ... Yvette 
slated for a limited, three-a-week engagement by WHN....Myrl Alder- 
man is doing musical arrangements for his wife’s (Ruth Etting) show on 
WHN....Peggy Brennan, sec’y to John H. Norton, Jr., ABC veepee in 
charge of stations, becomes Mrs. Henry C. Quaritius, Jr., next Sat. (31), 


George Jansson named audition and casting director of Benton & Bowles 
....Radie Harris dickering with Young & Rubicam for a fall show..,., 
Al Barker, “Terry & Pirates” scripter, and Noel Sainsbury, British writer, 
who became an American citizen, collaborating on new air show for kids 
ealled “Discovery’’....Louella Parsons to stick to her mike this summer, 
foregoing the usual vacation. 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Harry Maizlish has offered a night time half-hour on KFWB for recorded 
auditions with a broad sampling plan for public reaction to shows that 
otherwise would never get a public airing. He is calling the project 
“Preview Theatre of the Air’ and would spin the platters as long as they 
keep coming... .Jean Sablon has taken a liking to Hollywood and will pass 
the summer here. It necessitates a change in orch leader as Tutti Ca- 
marata has business back in New York, so the nod went to Paul Baron.... | 
If the Joan Davis-Camel deal comes a cropper it will be because the Esty 
agency doesn’t want to relinquish control. Most of the other factors have 
been compatibly resolved....W. B. Lewis due in from the east June 12 to 
expand the Coast activities of Kenyon & Eckhardt and “indoctrinate” Clare | 
Olmstead, who replaced John Swallow as manager of the Hollywood : 
office. Firm will have four Coast shows going this summer. It now de- | 

; 





+++++4. 








velops, despite official denials, that Lewis pitched in with a dramatic series 
to win the Ford account away from Thompson and it goes an hour. Show 
is from New York with vehicles to be drawn from plays, best sellers and 
pictures, 

Steve Slesinger is putting “Red Ryder” on wax so he can get a national 
play for the adventure series. For the past five years it has been a live 
exclusive for the west under sponsorship of Langedorf Bakeries. Lou 
Cowan will handle the sale and distribution of the transcriptions.... 
Eddie Albert is getting the wax treatment from ABC in a comedy exhibit 
written by Jay Sommers and Jesse Goldstein. He'll play a young lawyer 
beset by woes and farcical involvements....Stu Sherman (& Marquette) 
and Bob Healy, ad chief of Colgate-Palmolive, in town for a lookin at 
their shoOws....Virginia Cooke moved over to script “Masquerade” for 
Irna Phillips....Paul Rickenbacher’s comeback as an announcer was short 
lived. He was replaced by Gene Baker on “Heart's Desire”... .There’s 
talk around that Adrian Samish may move his operating base to Holly- \ 
wood as programming headquarters for ABC....Dennis Day takes an i 
eight-week layoff after June 25 and on the same date Kay Kyser checks 
out for 13 with NBC filling. Client earned the extra five weeks by the 
accumulative process....Ted Bates passed its option on the Bill Goodwin 
| Show and will take up the search again for a new Palmolive entry in the 
| fall....Zeke Manners, who spins platters on ABC at 7:45 a.m. for Sterling 
| Drug, claims to be the first transcontinental disk jockey or, in other words, 
the guy who started the run on the networks....Durante-Moore show 
dedicates the AFRS Bedside Network in Pasadena June 6. 


IN CHICAGO ... 


Ade Hult, veepee of Mutual's Central Division, feted as guest of honof 
at Gertrude Niesen Latin Quarter opening Friday (23)....Donald Gramm 
of Chicago Musical College was chosen by NBC as winner of 1947 Paul 
Lavalle scholarship award....June Hanson. director of auditions at CBS 
now in Hollywood with Les Mitchell Productions as his assistant....A. C. 
Nielsen, president of market research organization here, left for Europe 
| May 28, accompanied by his son who is exec in the company....WHBF, 

Rock Island, has contributed $5,000 for building of music or speech studio 
| at Augustana Coliege....Rey Blano’s mother died in Chicago this week 
--.."Sunday Serenade” and “So You Want to Lead a Band” will beth 
originate from ABC studios in the Mart during Sammy Kaye's appearance 
at Chicago theatre....Tony Trankina of “Junior Junction” awarded Ore i 
chestra World's citation as “most promising male singer of 1947.” 

_ Paula Stone of “The Red Mill” is scheduled for 15 radio guest spots dur- 
ing her stay here....Pierre Andre is back on WGN staff after spending 
several years on Coast....Wayne Williams agency of Danville now han- 
dling national advertising campaigns for Universal Recording Corp.--+ 
William Bennett of KXYZ, Houston, conferring with ABC execs here... 
Here Cunniff is succeeding Helen Anderson as spot sales manager o! ABC 
Oe Breakfast Club” is going east again to perform before convention of 
niico dealers in Atlantic City, June 18....John Ballard of NUNN Broad- 
casting Co. in Chicago last week....Ed Estes of WMOB, Mobile, visiting 
— of ABC....“Song Title Time,” sponsored by Salerno Megowan CO. 
| has been renewed for 52 weeks effective July 5 on WGN....Leo Boyle 
making tour of European capitals... .Sam Cowling in Wesley Memorial for | 
operation = Bob Nelson guested at Chi Radio Management Club juncheon 
+++ .Tom Cafferty of WGN announcer staff now program director of KDYL 
| in Salt Lake City....Milwaukee Journal and stations WTMJ and WTMJ- 
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the rie celebrating their 25th anni.. Ruth Barnier named first winne! of 
with udith Waller award....Fahey Flynn and Bob Cunningham honored 
| Witn special awards May 23 by Loyola Univ. for their contributions 4° 


i Promoting better race relations in Chicago through medium of facie. 
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In One Fell Swoop 


Washington, May 27, 

The 100,000,000 radio listeners, existing and would-be station 
licensees, talent, politicos and the FCC itself all have a stake in the 
sweeping new radio legislation dropped in the hopper here last Friday 
(23). Senator Wallace White (R., Me.), Chairman of the Interstate 
Commerce Committee, authored the bill. A companion measure was 
sponsored in the House by Interstate Commerce Committee Chairman 
Charles Wolverton (R., N. J.). 


Here’s what the bill does: 


1. Calls for stations to give source of all 
station’s news staff, special correspondent) at beginning and end of 
auch broadcasts. Requires “honest labelling’ of editorial opinion to 
avoid distortion of the news and to let listeners know when a speaker 
strays from fact to fancy. 

2. Makes more explicit present ban against FCC interference with 
program content or day-to-day business practices of broadcasters, but 
provides that Commission shall consider “overall operation” of sta- 
tions in renewing licenses. (The Blue Book is not mentioned.) 


3. Empowers FCC to choose among communities on the basis of their 
“needs and requirements” in doling out station licenses. This places 
FCC in position of weighing economic factors in one city as against 
another—a move neither the Commission nor the NAB will approve. 

4. Clear labelling of cll speakers and their sponsors in 
campaigns, whether candidates or their designates. 
tion, though not in such detail, 
public issues. 

5. Equal opportunity for radio time for all political candidates, 
though a station is not obligated to sell any time at all. Same oppor- 
tunity for all parties during campaigns, if time is given to speak on 
any public measure to be voted on in the election’ No political broad- 
casts may be carried after 24 hours before and throughout election day. 
Stations may not censor political broadcasts and are no longer liable 
for defamatory statements made by the speakers. 


Common Ownership 


6. No one company may own stations in any band (AM, FM, tele) 
which in the aggregate serve more than a fourth of the U. S.’s 
140,000,000 people. FCC’s engineering standards are to decide the audi- 
ences. This would permit common ownership of many more than 
‘five video and six FM’s which FCC now allows to a customer. (It 
might, however, mean a cutback for big AM operators like CBS, NBC.) 

7. FCC is forbidden to discriminate between persons because of 
“race, religious or political affiliation, occupation or business asso- 
ciation.” This would prevent an FCC rule against newspaper publish- 
ers owning stations. 

8, FCC is sliced into two divisions. i.e. broadcast and common car- 
rier, with three members assigned to a department. The Chairman 
would become an administrative official only, chosen annually by 
Commission members rather than by the President as is now the case. 
This is “designed to streamline procedures and speed up FCC 
decisions.” 

9. FCC is forbidden to promulgate any more rules governing net- 
work-station relationships, but part of the present chain-broadcasting 
regs are incorporated into the legislation. Net contracts may be made 
for three years. Nets may not option more than 50% of a station’s 
total daily hours of operation or more than two hours in any consecu- 
tive three-hour period. No network can fix or control rates charged 
by a station for sale of time other than the net’s own programs. 

10. Enlarges licensees and station bidders’ right to appeal or in- 
tervene in FCC proceedings, with result that FCC grants may be 
delayed considerably beyond time usually required at the present 
time. For example, persons who feel grant of a new station or 
modification of a license affects them “economically” may now pro- 
test an FCC decision. 

11. Penalties short of revocation of license are provided when 
a station falls from grace. Like FTC, the Commission may now issue 
“cease-and-desist” orders. 

12. Requires stations to keep uniform financial accounts which are 
to be filed with FCC but are to be kept in complete confidence by the 
Government. 

13. FCC is empowered to issue declaratory rulings, i.e. tell a broad- 
easter whether a proposed series of programs constitutes a lottery 
before the stints are put on the air. 

14. Forbids persons from “knowingly making false accusations” on 
the air. 

15. Widens opportunities for court review of FCC decisions and pro- 
vides that the Commission's annual report includes legislative recom- 
mendations, and detailed report on expenditures, personnel on the 
payroll during the previous’ 12-months. 


news (press association, 


political 
Similar identifica- 
on all commentators or speakers on 
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Dr ‘ how | Rhona Lloyd Quits WCAU 
Up Dream 5 | Air Show After 12 Years 


For Dick Haymes’ Ma 


Philadelphia, May 27. 


Marguerite Haymes, mother of 


| 


Rhona Lloyd, vet WCAU femme 


Dick Haymes, emcees a new show | spieler, bows off the air this week 


called “Dreams Do Come True,” 

which is being packaged by Lau- 
rence Hammond and Michael Carr. 
Idea of stanza is to help people actu- 
ally achieve worthwhile ambitions. 
Orch for the item will be. conducted 


by Lloyd Shaffer, Chesterfield Sup- | 


per Club maestro, 
Is scripting. Guest 
billed. 

Mrs. Haymes, who trained her son 
and now operates a voice studio, had 


Turnley Walker 
stars will be 


a successful career herself in the} 
concert and nightclub circuits both | 
here, and abroad. 





Luden’s Change of Heart © 


Luden’s appears to have change d 
iis mind again and this time is 
definitely dropping the Sunday aft- 
ernoon Hoagy Carmichael show on 
CBS. It goes off next month, with 
the network planning to move the 
Jean Sablon sponsored show into the 
Sunday time. 

Luden’s instead is picking up the 
tab on the Sat.-Sun. Ned Calmer 
news program on CBS, which 
Farker Pen is dropping. 


| 


after 12 consecutive years. 
Miss Lloyd, recently married to 
Jack Leitch, WCAU chief engineer, 


,expects to take a long rest and is 


|planning a new 


type radio show. 


| She is one of best-known of Philly’s 


commentators and has had as guests 
of her show biggest names in poli- 
tics. show biz and public life. Last 
sponsor was Dolly Madison Ice 
Cream. 





Cliffhanging News Show 


Maxwell House passed up John 
| Nesbitt as possible successor to Kate 
' Smith in the CBS noonday stint and 
latched on to a Benton & Bowles 
package whipped up by the agency’s 
radio director Walter Craig and pro- 
ducer Tom McDermott. 

Tabbed “Wendy Warren and the 
News.” it will open with a three- 
minute newscast by CBS staffer 
Douglas Edwards and segue into a 
soap opera about a news announcer, 
Star of the piece will be Florence 
Freeman. who plays the lead in 
“Young Widder Brown.” 
off June 23. 





The way it looks here, Sen. Wal- 
|lace White’s proposed new radio! 
legislation will probably nose FCC 








| fourth of the 140,000,000 U. 


“ALL SIDES FEAR 
TOUGH MANDATE 


Washington, May 27. 


out of the 
ers’ No. 


running as the broadcast- 
1 punching bag for the next 
Both NAB 
crying in 
bill—far 

radio” 


few months. and the 


networks beer 


being 


are their 
because the 
the document it 
supposed to be—actually smacks the 
industry much harder than it does 
the FCC, 

So far their 


from 


“free was 


consolation is 
White's assurance that the bill is a 
trial balloon whose faults can be 
mended during the course of pub- 
lic hearings. He and co-sponsor 
Rep. Charlies Wolverton, head of the 


only 


House interstate Commerce Com- 
mittee, are plugging for speedy 
hearings. 

NAB is particularly gloomy be- | 


cause the bill does not rule FCC com- 
pletely out of the program field. 
FCC is forbidden to tell broadcast- 
ers—even generally—what types of 
programs to broadcast or not to 
broadcast—but is not barred from 
considering a station’s overall per- 
formance in deciding whether to 


give a license renewal. And pro- 
gramming is certainly a factor in 
overall performance. 


The NAB men say it doesn’t mat- 
ter whether the Commission dips 
into programming before or at the 
time a license is up for renewal. 
It's bad business, anyway you slice 
it. They gain some cheer in the be- 
lief the White Bill would rule out 
any future editions of the Blue Book. 

Nets’ Tender Spot 

In White’s efforts to safeguard 
listeners and the industry against 
monopoly, he hit the networks in 
their most tender spot. For the bill 
forbids any one outfit to 
more ,stations (AM, FM or tele- 
vision) than would in the aggregate 
give a primary service to one- 


lation. CBS’ m. and o. stations, ac- 
cording to coverage figures sub- 
mitted in an earlier FCC hearing, | 


claim primary service to over 43,- 
000,000 people—without counting 
WAPI, Birmingham, or WEEI, Bos- 
ton. NBC brags that its m. and o.’s 
reach about 55,000.000, 
tive figures for ABC show that its | 
audience may well spill over the 40,- 
000,000 mark. 


are reported gathering ammunition | 


to blast the provision. (Meanwhile, 


they may take another look at their | 


coverage patterns and decide they 
were puffed.) 

Though the proposed _ ceiling 
crucifies big standard broadcasters, 


it liberalizes many times over FCC’s 


| present limitation on ownership in 


| since this would only 
‘ present 


| WINS, N. Y.., 


Stanza tees , 


the FM and tele fields. The While 
provision would also put the skids 
on the clears’ push for power up to 
750 kw all up and down the line, 
aggravate the 
situation for the nets. 
(Other bigtime operators like WLW, 
Cincinnati, with its ownership of 
and a prospective 49% 
slice of KSTP. St. Paul, would also 


be hit, . the Cincy station got added 
power. 
lg to raise a howl is a White 


Bill proviso which calls on the FCC 
to dole out licenses on the basis of 
“needs and requirements” of com- 
munities — an amendment’ which 
White explained is “to discourage a 
policy which grants licenses whole- 
sale, simply on demand.” In the 
past, FCC has steered clear of mak- 
ing economic studies of the need for 
stations and NAB has lambasted any 
suggestion that such 
conferred. 


Provision was reported to come 
from White’s fear that indiscrimi- 
nate licensing now will “bring about 


the industry.” Existing 
broadcasters might be inclined to 
favor a rule which helps keep out 
competition but, it is believed, the 
industry generally will resist any 
such arrogation of power to FCC 
Bill alse.prevides that a person may 
intervene in a Commission hearing 
or protest a grant if he is 


(Continued on 


chaos in 


station 


page 34) 


HITE BILL SCARES INDUSTRY 











Blue of Another Color 


Washington, May 27 

“NAB Blue Book” is the desig- 

nation being popularly applied 

to Judge Justin Miller’s lengthy 

blast last week against the FCC 
report of the same name 

His spirited defense of broad- 

r. Casters 1s neatly turned out in a 

trim booklet, bound in a washed- 


out shade of blue—in decided 
contrast to the bold tint of 
FCC's’ version. Cracked one 


NAB spokesman—in anticipation 
of the FCC’s Blue Book being 
relegated to limbo: “We expect 
to put out the next printing of 
Judge Miller’s statement in a 





pure white cover!” 


Miller Sees FCC 


Making Overall 
Free Speech Grab 


May 27. 








Washington, 





control | 


S. popu- | 


while tenta- | 


In any event, the nets | 


authority be | 


“Teco many people have been 
over-persuaded to enter broadcast- 
ing” by the rosy estimates on radio 
income and earnings in FCC’s Blue 
| Book, with the result “that a con- 
|siderable number of failures is in- 
'evitable.” NAB president Justin 
|Miller made this prediction last 
|week in a 22-page analysis of the 
|FCC’s much-battered Blue Book. 
Miller also lambasted the report as 
a “star chamber” procedure of “gov- 
ernment by intimidation,” “a serious 
threat to free speech” and both un- 
fair and unsound in its harsh judg- 
ment of American broadcasting. 

“The effort of the commission . 
to indict broadcasting licensees on 
the theory they are making too 
|much money is an unwarranted in- 
|direct attack upon freedom of 
'speech,” the NAB prexy declared. 
He challenged the Blue Book figures 
‘which showed broadcasters during 
ithe war were receiving income 
amounting to 222.6% of depreciated 
| cost of physical investment and 
| 32.8% of income to revenues. 
| No broadcaster or no court has 
ever had a chance to pass on the 
,validity of these statistics, Miller 
pointed out, adding that even “as- 
suming large profits for broadcast- 


‘its Frisco meeting 


ing during the war years, this was, 


only one incident in the whole pic- 
iture of wartime prosperity; and 
even then, some stations operated 
|in the red.” 
Miller declared it is probable FCC 
will shortly seek authority and 
(Pentianed on page : 36) 


Schreiber Vice Patterson 
| On WGN Directorate 


| Chicago, May 27. 

Frank Schreiber, general manager 
‘of Chi radio station WGN, was 
elected treasurer and director of 
| WGN, Inc., last week replacing the 
late Joseph Medill. Patterson on the 
directorate. Schreiber has been with 
parent organization for the past 26 
years, and has been associated with 
WGN for the past 16. 

At the same meeting Robert Mc- 
Cormick, owner of WGN, was re- 
elected siemens 





WHDH Has a Shakeup 


Boston, May 27. 

Major shakeup at. WHDH brought 
about resignation this week of Ray 
Kierman, veteran Herald-Traveler 
newsman and news director at 
WHDH since the Herald-Travelet 
took it over early year. Break 
came, according to unofficial sources, 
when the station in recent economy 
|; moves, cut down on the news staff 
Kierman had built up following a 
green light to put the station on 
top in ] id forums. 


last 


local news a! 


NAB Board Votes to Put BMB Back 
In Camphor Until 49 Pending Study: 
New Techniques Will Be Evolved 


Washington, May 27 
BMB was shunted back into the 
laboratory until 1949, but given a 


hearty pat on the back for 


ress to date, 


its prog- 
networks 
the NAB tent, though 
“associate” members. These 
the headline developments .of 
an action-packed two-day meeting 
of the NAB Board of Directors 
which wound up here last Thursday. 
NAB veepee A. D. Willard described 
the sessions as “one of the most 
harmonious and productive in recent 
NAB history.” 

These were the developments: 

1. AS was expected, NBC 
and Mutual moved over to 


while all four 


climbed under 
only as 


were 


CBS 


“associ- 


ate” status, with ABC making its 
first appearance within the fold. 
The switch required amendment of 


the bylaws and now must be ap- 
proved by the NAB membership. 
The three nets will continue as 
active members until the new by- 
law has been approved, then, along 
with ABC, will pay a flat $5.000 a 


| year dues. Thereafter, they will sit 
in on future board meetings only by 
special invitation as observers. 

2. BMB_ was 
standard-setting body for measur- 
ing station and network audiences 
but was ordered to postpone a second 
coverage study until 1949. BMB 
head Hugh Feltis had lined up only 
120 subscribers for a 1948 study, 
will work on improving techniques 
of the °49 study. The NAB recom- 
mendation will go before the BMB 
Board at its annual get-together in 
New York in July. 

The first BMB study was com- 
pleted after two years’ spade work 
at a cost of over $1,000,000. Four 
national nets, 10 regionals and 710 
stations participated in that study. 
Feltis is predicting over 1,000 will 
subscribe to the 1949 survey. His 
staff has a $200,000 fund for interim 
studies, 

AFRA-Industry Committee 

3. The Board approved appoint- 
ment of four station men to work 
with the net representatives on the 
AFRA- industry committee—a move 
the Board had shied away from at 
last January. 
Board also laid down policy limita- 
tions tor the committee, chief of 
which is a reaffirmation of its “un- 
alterable opposition to the second- 
ary boycott” in any form. Board 
ruled the committee reports shall 
not bind NAB and concluded that 
“interests of the non-affiliated sta- 
tions are adequately protected” by 
the requirement that the NAB Board 
review the decisions of the AFRA- 
industry committee. 


endorsed as the 


now 


4. A second listener survey, fol- 
lowing principles of the National 
Opinion Research Center's study, 
“The People Look at Radio” was 
approved for publication in 1948. 
!Board authorized $15,000 for field 


| work in "47. 


5. Beginning in 1948, the NAB con- 
vention will be held in the spring, 
the area or district meetings in the 
fall. Board discussed but did not de- 
cide merits of going back to district 
rather than area meetings. (NAB 
for the first time this year held area 
meets which cut down the reginol 


(Continued on 


page 36) 


Truman Encores Wakefield 
For 7-Year FCC Term 


Washington, May 27. 

President Truman last week re- 
nominated FCC Commissioner Ray 
Wakefield for another seven-year 
term on the Commission, beginning 
July 1, 1947. Speedy confirmation is 
expected by the Senate. 

Wakefield, California Republican, 
is acting FCC chairman, while 
Charles Denny is running the World 
Telecommunications Conference in 
Atlantic City. He is known to have 


the support of Senator Wallace 
White, head of the Interstate Com- 
merce Committee. and is a longs 


time friend of NAB prexy Justin 
Miller. 
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RADIO REVIEWS ’ 


Wednesday, May 28, 1947 





LUMS A 

jith George Hicks, narraier; Raiph 

Norman orch; Charles L. Abrams, 

Herbert U. Nelsen, Charles P. Taft, 

moderater 
Writer: Robert S. Green 
Director: Charles Harrell 
Producer: Robert Saudek 
60 Mins.; Tues. (20), 9:30-10:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WJZ-ABC, N. Y. 

ABC neiwork added to its expand- 
ing roster of public service program- 
ming last Tuesday (20) night, when 
it took up the vital issue of slum 
clearance. It was done as a two- 
part back-to-back documentary, the 
first half-hour being devoted to wire 
recorded interviews with people 
actually living in the slums, and the 
second half turned over to a panel 
discussion which pitted representa- 
tives of private, institutional invest- 
ment, and public housing. 

As a full-hour show it was spotty, 
with the first half suffering from the 
failure to strike a dramatie note, re- 
gardless of the miserable realities 
unfolded by the slum dwellers. The 


second half started off with a/| 
stuffed-shirt atmosphere of words 
without meaning, but later became 


enlivened when the participants in 
the public vs. private housing debate 
stopped pulling punches. 

Perhaps the division of “Slums 
inio two distinct and separate parts 
did much to mitigate its value as 
dramatic fare. Had the various dis- 
closures of the wire recordings been 
eloquently correlated to provide the 
listeners with the fire necessary to 
spur them to action, it could have 
combined the message of the docu- 
mentary with more effective show- 
manship. But the letdown unde- 
niably felt when individual spokes- 
men went to bat for their own 
credos tended to negate the value of 
the preceding half-hour. 

When one participant felt deeply 
enough on the reality of his subject 
(as in the case of Charles Abrams, 
the spokesman for public housing) 
he breathed life into the proceedings. 
He made his audience conscious that 
these weren't just words, detached 
from reality and life, but something 
that affected real blood-and-flesh 
people and was of sufficient im- 
portance to merit the attention of all 
and worth mobilizing their efforts. 

Fortunately the public sentiment 
lost by the stuffiness of the early 

art of the panel discussion was re- 

ieved (for those that stuck by) 
when the resume clarified the issue, 
gave a positive line for action, and 
effectively put the entire problem 
up to the people. 

Regardless of the fact that the 
presentation of the “Slums” docu- 
mentary left room for improvement, 
ABC rates plenty kudos for: 1) 
projecting such an issue into a good 
60-minute time slot; 2) for acknowl- 
edging its responsibility to its listen- 
ing public; 3) for completely side- 
stepping all subterfuge and directly 
charging the people with their duty 
to take care of public health and 
security to strengthen our democ- 
racy. Rose. 


” 


THE CIGAR FORUM 
With Alton Cook, Bert Champion; 

Maurice Dreicer, moderator 
15 Mins.; Fri., 10:30 p.m. 

Sustaining 
WWRL, N. Y. 

N. Y¥. World-Telegram film critic 
Alton Cook and Paramount flack 
exec Bert Champion had a light 
sparring match on motion pictures 
last Friday (23) over WWRL’s tran- 
scribed “Cigar Forum.” It was a 
draw decision with only a few 
glancing punches recorded for each 
side. Both speakers danced aside 
from discussing the artistic merits of 
the Hollywood film factories and 
confined themselves to debating sec- 
ondary questions. Moderator Mau- 
rice Dreicer, who has the bad habit 
of interrupting speakers midway in 
a thought, was responsible for call- 
ine the questions. 

Teeoff poser was “Should films be 
shewn as first-runs in neighborhood 
houses?”. Both Cock and Champion 
agreed on the negative and from 
there the discussion was steered into 
the ethics of film advertising. Cook 
demanded honest advertising while 
Champion held out for honest adver- 
tising that also helped to pay off the 
——— investment. Neither side 

nsisted on its point of view and the 
forum drifted into some non-con- 
troversial comments on the power 
of the 
high prices. at wickets. 
Herm. 


theatre 


LEE SWEETLAND SHOW 
Writer: Lillian Schoen 
Producer-Conducto:: 
man 
Director: William Marshall 
30 Mins.; Sundays, 4:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WIZ, N. W. 
Lee Sweetland, baritone who first 
attention when going in on 


Paul White- 


WORTHY OF THEIR HIRE 
With Melvyn  Dougias, 

Sloane, Alice Frost 
Writers: Fred Methot, Don Agger 
Director: Frank Telford 
Producer: Ted Hudes 
15 Mins.; Wed., 7:15 p.m. 

Sustaining 
WQXR, N. Y. 

Aired by the Citizens Committee 
on Displaced Persons in behalf of 
legislation aiming to secure emer- 
gency entry of severa! hundred 
thousand displaced persons into the 
U. S., “Worthy of Their Hire” was 
only a moderately effective dramat 
for the cause. As a straight program, 
it was somewhat deficient in dra- 
matic punch, and as a political pitch, 
it failed to tackle the real issues in- 
volved in throwing America’s doors 
open to European refugees. With 
all the dailies reporting slowly 


Everett 





newspaper critics and the 


climbing unemployment figures, the 
program’s basic argument of a labor 
shortage in this counrty is beside 
the point. There are better argu- 
ments around. 

Program’s formula was based on a 
series of short sketches counterpos- 
ing plight of the d.p.’s, many of them 
| highly skilled technicians and pro- 
| fessionals, to the labor shortage in 
i this country. Melvyn Douglas han- 
| dled the narration between sketches 
| with forceful style and was sup- 
| ported by firstrate group of thespers 
|} in the dramatic roles. 
| the program, however, didn’t allow 
| for a buildup to any sort of climax. 

Herm. 


NEW ENGLAND FORUM OF AIR 
With Robert Coar 

Producers: Robert and Helen Coar 
30 Mins.; Sat., 6:30 p.m. 

Sustaining 

New England Regional Network 

This is a specialized forum orig- 
inating out of Washington tailored to 
meet -needs of the Yankee states. As 
such, it is unique as the only regular 
|regional stint of its kind. Show is 
|entering its third year under Coar’s 
| direction but has taken on added 
| wallop in the 80th Congress with the 
GOP legislators in the saddle. 

Unlike most other forums, this one 
is not necessarily controversial but 
merely samples views and experi- 
ences of three or four New England 
legislators a week on such topics as 
big and little business prospects, 
taxes, labor, education, etc., in their 
areas. Impact lies in the free and 
easy give-and-take, frequent home- 
town references and general identity 
of interests in the North Atlantic 
states. 

Format starts out with brief 
openers from the participants, but 
from there en moderator Bob Coar 
holds the.reins, injecting provocative 
questions and vccasionally putting 
the Capitol Hill boys on the spot 
with adlibbed asides. As is to be 
expected, GOP’ers hog the discus- 
sions, but this doesn’t stop healthy 
differences of opinion from spicing 
up the period. 

Coar, a native New Englander, is 
plenty savvy about Capitol doings 
since he also runs the radio record- 
ing studios on the Hill and keeps in 
close touch with the New England 
delegation. He moves the show— 
which could bog down in the hands 
of the legislators—along at a neat 
pace. Broadcast aired live over the 
six NBC affiliates which make up 
the NERN. Holl. 


TONY FREEMAN PRESENTS 
With Tony Freeman, Guy Cherney, 

Barbara Ritchie; Eddie King. 
Producer-Writer: Dick Bertrandias 
30 Mins.; Monday, 9:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
KPO, San Francisco 

It might be expected that one of 
the few opportunities enjoyed by 
local radio would be taken advan- 
tage of to the hilt, with great dili- 
gence being exercised in the choice 
of material, talent and presentation, 
but instead, with the exception of 
Guy Cherney, who turns in a fine 
singing chore, this is 30 dull, even 
confused minutes of second-rate 
stuff, made still duller by antedelu- 
vian gags (in the worst tradition of 
platter-chattering) and unchoice 
music that makes the 14-piece or- 
chestra sound like a five-piece jug 
band going no place in a hurry. 

Opening with the theme, “Ema- 
line,” the opus, hampered by un- 
es witticisms, blended into 
“Skyline” by the orch, and then 
gave way to “Time A‘ter Time,” 
sung by Barbara Ritchie, who tried 
her best to summon some enthusi- 
asm over the program, but didn't 
quite succeed. Then the orch came 
back with “Lady Day,” done list- 
lessly, and gave up the ghost to 
Cherney, who saved the day as 





solid presentation of 
What People Say.” 





Hop,” which was neither hippity nor 
| hoppity; then carried on with “It’s 


ained 
Westinuhouse stanza as replacer of | the Same Old Dream” with Bar- 


John Charles Thomas, is projected | bara Ritchie; blended back into an- | 


in this half-hour Sunday afternoon 
stanza by Paul Whiteman, director 
of music for ABC. Latter has also 
provided him with slick musical 
backgrounding. 

Singer's lush baritoning was given 
wide range in “Falling in Love With 
Love,” “Long, Long Ago” and 
“You ll Never Walk Alone.” from 
Carousel.” Spacing the vocals were 
selections by the Whiteman hand- 
picked musical ensemble, with both 
Se nome well. It should get top of 
istener attention. Edba. 


| other orch number, “Harlem Debu- 
|} tante”; momentarily returned to 























LANNY ROSS 


happy 


“If making his customers 
makes Mr. Ross happy he should | 
have no-complaints. Lanny could 
have gone on lifting that’ familiar 


voice until the next noon.” 
—Evening Star, Washington, D. C. 
WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 
=e 








Structure of | 
| AUTHOR MEETS THE CRITICS 





much as it could be saved with a'! 
“Who Cares | 
|} among. sports 
_Following the momentary transfu- | unique in a field that 
sion the orch returned with “Hip- | many “guessers” rather than “know- 


With John K. M. MeCaffery, modera- 
tor; John Gunther, Col. Robert S. 
Allen, Lewis Gannett, Senator 
Wayne Morse, Gov. Leverett Sal- 
tonstall, F. H. LaGuardia, Richard 
Wright; Kenneth Banghart, an- 
nouncer 

Producer: Martin Stone 

30 Mins.; Sundays, 4:30 p.m. 

BOOK OF THE MONTH CLUB 

WNBC, N. Y. 

(Schwab & Beatiy) 

Martin Stone’s revamped, hypoed 
book-talk show got off to an auspi- 
cious start Sunday (25) in its new 
spot on NBC’s N. Y. flagship. (Pro- 
gram, which moved over from 
WQXR, goes on the network next 
Sunday (1) as a co-op offering.) For- 
mat retains McCaffery as regular 
moderator, two guest critics—one 
pro and one con—and the guest au- 
thor. Beginning of the stanza now, 
however, presents a capsule descrip- 
tion of the book in question; the au- 
thor is brought in to explain his 
objectives briefly, and an effort will 
be made each week to fit the over- 
all framework of the stanza to the 
nature of the tome being discussed. 

In line with this plan, the preem 
program, -which dealt with John 
Gunther's 900,000-word “Inside 
U.S.A4,” was augmented by _ short 
transcribed comments by Sen. Wayne 
Morse (R., Ore.), Gov. Leverett Sal- 
tonstall of Massachusetts, ex-N, Y. 
Mayor F. H. LaGuardia, and author 
Richard Wright, who are among 
prominent personalities figuring in 
Gunther's report on his 13-month na- 
tionwide survey. Lewis Gannett, 
N. Y. Herald Tribune book reviewer, 
was the “pro” critic (he termed the 
book a “phenomenal job”), while 
Col. Robert S. Allen (ex-Pearson & 
Allen), as the attacking critic, vi- 
ciously scored the work as full of 
errors, “mush-mouthy...glib, trite 
and superficial.” Transcribed com- 
ments were all in praise of the book. 

It’s regrettable that a discussion as 
interesting as the one presented here 
had to be crammed into 30 minutes. 
It hardly had a chance to get going. 
In fact, a transcribed vomment by 
Henry J. Kaiser had to be skipped so 
Gunther could squeeze in a few re- 
plies to Allen’s stinging attack. 
Seems as though programs of this 
type get the sign-off signal just as 
they are getting their teeth into their 
subject. As far as this stanza went, 
it was topnotch fare. It would per- 
haps be more interesting, however, 
when transcribed comments are in- 
jected in the future, if some of them 
were critical, rather than 100% com- 
plimentary. Author could be given 
a couple of moments after each of 
them to reply. When they're all on 
the plus side, they sound like the en- 
dorsements inside the dust jacket, 

Doan. 


SPORTS PAGE OF THE AIR 
With Dink Templeton 
Producer: Dave Scofield 

15 Mins.; Saturday, 9:15 p.m. 


Sustaining 
KFRC, San Francisco 
This is solid sports material, 


helped along by a friendly voice, be- 
cause Dink Templeton knows what 
he is talking about. Thoroughly 
grounded in all branches of sport, 
Templeton’s 20 years of background 
as track coach of Stanford gives him 
an authority and an _ aceeptance 
fans that is almost 
has a good 


ers.” 

Supplementing his comment, 
which covers the week's highlights 
in sports, mostly local, Templeton 
has guest interviews which takes up 
four to five minutes of his time. 


this world again with Cherney, this; When heard, Ann Curtis. champion 


time singing “I Wonder” even more | 


effectively than 
cause it is 


blithering netherland 


in his last item, be-| chat about current 
his best singing style. | Material was meaty and easy to lis- 
Program then lapsed into sort of a. 


swimmer, was guest in an informal 
sports events. 


ten to, and away from the hackneyed 


(with a few | “how does it feel to be important?” 


more death-rattle gags thrown in as | stuff. 


a last rite) 





Up, Paint It Nice, Tear It Down.” 
| Dull stuff which has no place in 
' professional radio. Ted. 


as the by this time | 
punchy orch winds with “Build It| leaves the listener feeling that he 


A quick moving 15 minutes which 


knows a little more about sports go- 
ings-on than when he tuned in. 
Ted. 


GORDON MACRAE 
With Dan Seymour, orch 
Producer-Director: Cy Pitts 
15 Mins.; Tues. and Thurs., 12:45 p.m. 
GULF OIL 
WNBC, N. Y. 

(Young & Rubicam) 


Gordon MacRae, who by now is a 
tested item with juve audiences via 
his “Teentimers” show, is now audi- 
tioning for the good graces of the 
more mature audiences with this 
locally sponsored show. He's likely 
to succeed in his quest if the eager- 
beaver commercials don’t bog him 
down. 


and he can create and sustain a 
mood. There’s smoothness in his 
renditions and his tune interpreta- 
tion hits nicely. However, he gets 
little chance to make a consistent 
indent on the housewife 
Dan Seymour's breeziness and un- 
subtle talks on behalf of insecticides 
certainly nullifies any romantic as- 
pects that MacRae creates. 

In the brief 15-minute session, 
Seymour intrudes more commercials 
than the traffic can bear. Within 
restraint, Seymour’s good delivery 
could become an asset instead of a 
hindrance. 

MacRae’s song selections are well 
chosen and contain sufficient variéty 
and change of pace. Orchestral back- 
ing by an anonymous crew provides 
a colorful background that aids the 
lyric moments. Jose. 








LARRY CARR 

With Irving Landau orch 

15 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri,, 6:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 

WINS, N. Y. 

Part of the WINS live talent ven- 
ture, Larry Carr has got the stuff to 
mark him as an up-and-coming fac- 
tor among the kilocycle crooners. 
Carr has a good voice, uses it with 
a relaxed style and projects himself 
as a dintinctive song personality. He 
sells his numbers for what they're 
worth with an easy tempo and sure 
range to make for a wholly soothing 
quarter-hour session. In addition, 
Carr handles the gabbing assignment 
between numbers modestly and un- 
cutely, 

Carr offers a versatile selection of 
pop tunes but is standout with the 
soft ballad type such as his signa- 
ture, “Someone to Watch Over Me.” 
On last Friday’s session (23), he 
piped “It’s a Good Day,” “I Can't 
Give You Anything But Love” and 
“Roses in the Rain.” Irving Landau’s 
orch lends nice support. Herm. 





ON SPECIAL ASSIGNMENT 

With John Mallow, Ed Prentiss, 
Forest Lewis, Jo Hipple, Art Pe- 
terson, Mike Romano, Boris Apol- 
lon, Jim Hummerland, Les Spears 
and Lucy Gilman; Tom Cafferty, 
announcer 

Producer-Writer: Morrison Wood 

30 Mins.; Mon., 8:30 p.m. 

CHICAGO TRIBUNE 

WGN, Chicago 


In connection with the Centennial 
celebration of the Chicago Tribune 
this year, WGN is presenting a se- 
ries of 13 programs which evolve 
around the activities of newspaper 
life. Each show presents different 
phases of publishing a paper, in- 
cluding actual reporting, the mill- 
ing, shipping and use of paper, the 
color department, circulation, ad- 
vertising department and _ every 
other conceivable element used in 
the business. 


Story caught revealed how the Chi 
Trib aided in capture of William 
Heirens, confessed slayer of Suzanne 
Degnan, Josephine Ross and former 
Wave, Frances Brown. John Mallow 
as narrator relates in short sketches 
how each killing occurred, and 
program continues showing manner 
in which story is picked up, tipped, 
assigned, and completely handled by 
various departments. 

To accentuate how newspapers 
usually go beyond call of normal 
functions and duties, show tells how 
reporters and photographers worked 
with police department to dig up 
clues, and how when found were 
followed with tests, inquiries and ex- 
gata of every angle imagina- 

e. 

Particular with 
Statement by States’ Attorney Wil- 
liam Touhy, who commended WGN 
on its expert handling of delicate 
subject, credit for which goes to 
writer-producer, Morrison Wood. In 
this script he has taken a morbid, 


airer finishes 


His voice is by now a proven item! —aceq together as a 


listener. | 


a 
hee sy ‘THE VOICE OF AMER. 
With Allyn Edwards, narrator 


Writer-Producer: Arch Kepner 
30 Mins.; Friday (23), 7:30 p.m. 
Sustaining — 
WQXR, N. Y. 

Riding atop the widespread pub. 
lic interest in the fate of the State 
Department's overseas radio pro. 
gramming service, WQXR has turned 
out an interesting and simple docu. 
mentary explaining function and ace 
tivities of “The Voice of America.” 
Program offered a representative 
selection of material culled from 
past overseas programs which were 
panorama of 


wards’ narration. Narration “wag 
timidly impartial towards question 
of the service’s continuation but the 
session was carried along by the 
| vitality of the excerpts n the 
| Overseas programs. 

These included a diamatized cee. 
tion from Frnest Hemingy ay’s “A 
Farewell to Arms,” a couple of hot 
instrumental recordings which were 
| beamed to French jazzophiles. the 
U. S. credo on press freedom as 
enunciated by Turner Catledge of 
the N. Y. Times, folk songs. a Chopin 





from 





etude, a quiz program and a medical 


talk on the prevention of smallpox 
Brief snatches of foreign langua s@ 
talks were included to indicate the 
polyglot character of the State De. 
partment’s information work. On 
the whole, the documentary shaped 
up as a strong argument for the 
“The Voice of America” as an in- 
strument of U. S. foreign policy. 
Herm, 





FIRST PIANO QUARTET 
With Adam Garner, .Vee 
Frank Mittler, 
Jack Costello 

Producer: Don Gillis 
Writer-Director: Ed Fadiman 
30 Mins.; Sun., 10:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 

WNBC-NBC, N. Y. 

The assignment tackled 
First Piano quartet, consisting o 
four keyboards ivoried by Adam 
Garner, Vee Padwa, Frank Mittler 
and Edward Edson, is often difficult 
and thankless, but nonetheless me- 
lodic and interesting. 


Since very few pieces are com- 
posed for a piano quartet, group has 
the task of making its own arrange- 
ments—and difficulty there is the 
fact that four pianos, to the average 
listener, sounds no different than 
two. Nonetheless, the arrangements 
here reveal a great deal of musical 
ingenuity. They've patterned a va- 
riety of counterpoint to form a har- 
monious mass, and results are highly 
satisfying and often original. 

Group’s offerings are in the pop 
classic vein. Initial program showe 
pieces such as Lecuona’s “Malague- 
na,” Boccherini’s “Minuet,” Chopin's 
“Minute Waltz,” and “Second Hun- 
garian Rhapsody,” each of which 
presented a new twist §2 piano 
presentation. 

Jack Costello’s commentary helps 
sustain the interest of the session. 

Jose. 


Padwa, 
Edward Edson, 


by 7 


HOME IT WHAT YOU MAKE IT 

With Stefan Schnabel, Juani Her- 
nandez, Joseph De Santis, Jack 
Lioyd, Kermit Murdock, Margery 
Maude, Lili Valenty; Kenneth 
Banghart, narrator 

Writer: Lou Hazam 

Producer: Garnet Garrison 

30 Mins.; Sat., 5 p.m. 

Sustaining 

WNBC-NBC, N. Y. 


Part of NBC’s summer progyral 
lineup, “Home Is What You Make It’ 
is based on a one-world idea, point- 
ing out the cultural contributions of 
other nations to the American way of 
life. Idea is capital but execution on 
the preem session (24) made for @ 
lower-case show. Initial stanza was 
devoted to Czech composer Antonin 
Dvorak and was marked in its en- 
tirety by an artificial note both in 
the scripting and the performances. 
Sample of the strained and stilted 
prose was the narrator’s opening Te- 
mark: “Here are some random notes 
from the human symphony that was 
Dvorak.” 


Dvorak was played by Stefan 
Schnabel as a crochety old man with 
an unnecessarily thick accent that 
was irritating in its phoniness. Bio- 
graphical material was selected in 
such a manner as to make Dvora 
appear absurd, on one hand, an 
god-like, on the other. His humanity 
was lost in the shuttle between these 
poles. Best portions of the program 





gory, yet actual story of one of the 
city’s worst crimes, and produced 
a newsworthy and good show, be- 
cause his story is factual, yet fair 
ats Parties involved, ‘ 
OW moves fast, givi i 
sockeround of tenek. ae pen 
Dianations, and thoroughly fulfills | 
purpose in presenting leetenee ce | 
give the average listeners a true 
picture of what goes on in a news- 
paper office. Discards completely 
| ideas which have been instilled by 
motion pictures of loud, noisy, hec- 
tic office, but rather an efficiently 
smoothly and sanely run business * 
. Background music was original 
played by the WGN orchestra under 
roe oo of Bob Trendler. It of- 
S perfect inflecti 
company pdb clions needed to ac- 
ast, other than narrator, i 
for very short period, with onpable 
performances turned in by every- 











;one in script. Hunt 


were the fragments of Negro spit- 
ituals and American folk chants that 
were used by Dvorak as themes for 
his “New World Symphony.” 


detailed ex. | JUNIOR TELE-QUIZ 


With Bill Karren Bauer; announcer, 
Maury McGill 
Producer: Robert Geis 
15 Mins.; Saturdays, 12:15 p.m. 
FISHER BROS. DEPT. STORE 
WCMW, Canton 
Station decided, what with quizzes 
all over the place for adults, there 
should be one for small fry. The 
premise is good (as proven on a net- 
work level by “Juvenile Jury”); the 
result here is fair. It evidences an 
effort on the station’s part to vary 
its program fare and the show no 
doubt has a good many local mop- 
pets tuning in, listening far the fam- 
ily phone to ring, and chasing dow? 


(Continued on page 37) 





| American culture through Allyn Ed. 
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lo serve additional sponsors, 
two sold-out WCBS features 
will double their air-time 

beginning Monday, June 2nd! 





THE MARGARET ARLEN P ROGRAM, New York’s highest-rated woman commentator 


show, adds 15 minutes! It will be broadcast from 8:30 to 9:00 A.M., Monday through Saturday. 
You can be one of its new, additional participating sponsors. 











THE MISSUS GOES A-SHOP P ING, New York’s biiteratiog quiz, adds 15 minutes! It will 


mov e into WCBS’ choice mid-morning spo ot—10:00 to 10:30 A.M., Monday through Friday. You 
can be one of its new, additional quarter-hour-unit sponsors. | 











TODAY THESE SHOWS ARE SOLD OUT. STARTING NEXT MONDAY 
THERE'LL BE ROOM FOR YOU (IF YOU HURRY!). 
CALL WICKERSHAM 2-2000, OR YOUR NEAREST RADIO SALES OFFICE. 


*| station in the"l nate WEBS 
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Newark's WAAT Ready to Start Shortly 
With First Video Station in Jersey 


W AAT. Newark, which will be the 


first radio station to have television | 


and FM in New Jersey, is so far 
along with its FM and tele plans 
that it likely will be feady for full- 
scale television this fall. 
possibility 
be ready in July. Irving R. Rosen- 
haus, head of Bremer Broadcasting 


Corp., which owns and _ operates 
WAAT and will run WAAW when 
FM is ready, explained to VARIETY 
this week that the new transmitter 
for tele and FM, loeated at West 
Orange, now nearing completion, 
only the rainy weather having pre- 


vented its being ready today. 
WAAT will be the first indie sta- 
tion in the east and in the country 
with AM, FM and tele. Station ex- 
pects to spend upwards of $500,000 
to get its television and FM in op- 
eration. Equipment for tele has been 


on order for some time, according to 
Rosenhaus. He explained that FM is 
expected to be started between June 
15 and July 1, with television to fol- 
low soon afterwards. 


be housed in Mosque theatre build- 
ing, Newark, a $3,000,000 property 
now owned by Bremer outfit. It will 
be known as the WAAT Radio-Tele- 


vision Center. Original plans call for | 


using about 15,000 square feet of 
floor space, or more than the largest 
NBC studio. Company can enlarge 
as needs develop since an additional 
floor of the same size is available as 
is added office room. 

Station will shoot out with its tele- 
vision 50 to 60 miles in the area about 
Newark, it’s expected, since the tele 
transmitter location in West Orange 
is among the highest points in the 
ataie. 

WAAT plans covering all sports, 
any public event and studio partici- 


There's a | 
the television setup will | 


| goes to 
ae tudios for WAAT will | covering 150 publie schools, private 
Television studios for will | 
} chial 
| sponsors it over WAAT as an air- 


} 


ithe contract will start when WAAT 


'a film theatre for some time. Re 
ported that management would 
launch regular picture-theatre op-/ 


eration as soon as given sufficient 


product. | 
Rosenhaus forecasted that there 
likely would be 400,000 to 500,000 | 


| tele sets in the N. Y. metropolitan | 


area by early 1948, depending mainly | 
on how fast the manufacturers could | 
turn them out. 

N. Y. Daily News incidentally is 
reported to have actual tele equip- | 
ment on hand, and probably will be 


the first station to launch television 
in N. Y. metropolitan area of those 
recently granted licenses by the 
FCC. 





WAAT’s First Sponsor 


WAAT signed Junior Town Meet- 
ing for one year with Kresge- | 
Newark as its initial television show, | 
pact being signatured yesterday 
(Tues.). This is a 45-minute pro- 
gram now used as radio show which 
different schools 


institutions and paro- 
Kresge-Newark now 


educational 
schools. 


show, giving college tuition scholar- 
ships. 
Deal with its sponsors stipulates 


gets on air with tele setup. 
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HARRY SALTER | 


MUSICAL DIRECTOR 


Scotland Yard,” MBS; “It Pays to 
Be Ignorant,” CBS 
Direction 


MCA ARTISTS, LTD. 








Personnel Setup; 
McNeil as Mor. 


DuMont television took the long- 





Suit for 167G Filed By 
Chi Firm, Dr. De Forest 


For Misuse of Names 


Louisville, May 27. 


Suit asking judgment of $167,626 | 
United Television Laborato- | 


from 
ries, Inc., was filed Thursday (22) 


ation shows of better type. Part of |in Federal Court by American Tel- 


ts mobile unit setup is understood 
to cover plans for coverage on all 
three-alarm fires in Newark area. 


evision, Inc., Chicago, and Dr. Lee 
de Forest, radio pioneer. Suit names 
Martin C. Flynn, New Albany, Ind., 


If and when the Mosque theatre is | president of United, and three di- 


given major film product, 


WAAT | 


rectors, Edward D. Zornman, Jef- 


probably would use the stage for | fersonville, Ind., M. E. Riley, Cleve- 


some tele programs. 


too, that later the theatre might get 
television as part of its entertain- 


for concerts, operas and 








—_— 





“HIRES TO YA*" 
FOR SECOND YEAR 
CBS, COAST-TO-COAST 





Understood, |land, and Werth Rector, Chcago. 


Basis of action is that those sued 


| used a name similar to the Chicago 
ment setup. Mosque theatre, a 3,400- | firm’s after leaving its employ. Suit 
seater, has been used in recent years | alleges United is not a laboratory, 


special jis not engaged in research, or in 
shows but has not been operating as |television activity of any kind, but | 


|specializes in training students. Suit 
| 
lstated the men named were em- 


| ployed to give their whole time to} 


|the work of the Chicago firm, charg- 
jing they neglected to do s0,, and 
|that they possessed certain knowl- 
edge of trade secrets which they 
applied to their own concern. 

Suit also asks that Flynn be com- 
pelled to 


ber last year, and that Zornman be 
forced to repay $5,750 salary ob- 
tained at the same time. An injunc- 
tion to prevent United from_in- 
fringing or copying trade methods 
of the Chicago firm was also asked. 








Chicago — Dave Kempkes, NBC 
|Central division engineer, 
sign June 1 to supervise construc- 
‘tion of his new 1,000 watter. 
‘tion, located at Sioux Falls, will 
| broadcast on 1270ke. Also connected 
with Kempkes in operation of sta- 
ition will be James Sweet, former 
|NBC Washington engineer. 








For further information wire, phone or write = 
John Blair & Co.—National Representative 
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repay $11,876 salary he} 
was paid between June and Novem- | 


will re- | 


Sta- | 


move to bolster its pro- 
gramming setup this week by sign- 
ing on John McNeil, former station 
manager of WJZ (ABC, N. Y.) as 
general manager of WABD, its N. Y. 
| tele outlet. At the same time, Du- 
Mont pacted Evelyn Lawson, for- 
mer public relations director of | 
United Features Syndicate, as spe- 
cial sales representative. 

Although a definite deal has not 
yet been set, the inking of Miss 
Lawson indicates that DuMont will 
also take on director Paul Belanger 
and set designer Jim McNaughton, 
| both recently dropped from the CBS 
television staff when CBS decided 
|to eliminate ali live programming. 
| Miss Lawson has been representing | 
Belanger and McNaughton for the 
last several months and her main | 
chore with DuMont. is expected to | 
| be selling the shows which they | 
whip into shape for broadcasting. 

WABD is currently prepping a 
new gales organization, according to 
| McNeil, and will make a concerted 
pitch for national accounts. Since 
the FCC nix on CBS’ color tele- 
| vision, “there’s never been so much 
interest in the use of television time 
by national advertisers as there is 
right now,” he said, adding that sev- 
eral big deals are currently in the 
works. New WABD rate card is ex- 
; pected to be issued in the near fu- 
| ture, which will be essentially the 
same as the rates currently in effect 
but which, according to McNeil, will 
| be more flexible in order to fit the 
advertisers’ needs. 

To further stress sales, Ken 
Farnsworth, former sales chief for 
ABC television, has been named 
DuMont’s local sales manager and- 
his staff is also to be expanded. Mc- 
Neil, who has had no previous tele 
experience, will handle program- 


awaited 





| ming, sales and service to adver- 
| tisers. Job was formerly held by 
Sam Cuff. 


Belanger and McNaughton, since 
leaving CBS, have been creating a 
backlog of new program ideas. They 
also maintained rights to “Fashion 
Showcase,” considered their best ef- 
fort on CBS, and it too is now ex- 
pected to switch to WABD. 





| Director: Fred Coe 


j 
| worth 


| they played in 


| problem as are film stars currently. 
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WELCOME JEREMIAH | 
With Vinton Hayworth, Vaughn 
Taylor, John McQuade, William 


Woodson, Robert Lieb, Percy Hel- 
ton, Virginia Smith, Douglas Park- 
hurst, Jay Jackson, Gordon Ayres 


Adapter: Coe 
Sets: Bob Wade 
25 Mins.; Sun. (25), 8:40 p.m. 
BORDEN’S 
WNBT-NBC, N. Y. 
(Kenyon & Eckhardt) 
Still experimenting with various | 


formats before settling down to a| 
television series, Borden’s came up 
with a one-act legiter Sunday (25) | 
night that was adapted by NBC di- 
rector Fred Coe trom a short story | 
in the curren. Esquire mag. Script, 
acting and production mountings 


were all on the credit side, although 
the idea starring Vinton Hay- 
Vaughn Taylor and John Mce- | 
roles so similar to those 
the recent “Mr. Mer- | 
genthwirker’s Lobblies” gave first 
evidence that tele actors may some 
day be faced with the same “typing” 


Quade in 


fantasy farce, relied 
mostly on an O. Henry-type switch 
ending for its punch and got the | 
point across neatly. Hayworth and 
McQuade were plausible as the fly- 
by-night pitchmen nally 


Story, a 


who finally 
latched on to a payoff. gimmick via 
Taylor’s electromagnet razor. Mc- 
Quade’s-glib gab stood him in good 
stead in his street-corner spiels but 
Hayworth acted at times as though 
he hadn’t sufficiently memorized the 


script. Taylor was standout as the 
mild inventor. Supporting cast, 
topped by William Woodson and 


Virginia Smith, were good. 

By having his actors sprint from 
one set to another, Coe sutcessfully 
carried out the flashback technique 
employed’ and otherwise did his 
usually capable directorial job. Bob 
Wade deserves special credit for 
building four full-sized sets in the 
limited confines of the NBC studio. 

As with other legiters bankrolled 
by. Borden’s, the Kenyon & Eck- 
hardt staff staged their commercials 
so that they wouldn’t obtrude into 
the — script. Plugs, consequently, 
came off on the interesting side, with 
Jay Jackson and Gordon Ayres do- 
ing an okay job, both in the com- 
mercials and in the novel way of 
setting the stage for the story. 

Stal. 


THE WIFE SAVER 

With Allen Prescott, Arthur Harold, | 
Linda Watkins, Barney Goodwin, | 
Edwin Brunce 

Director: Ernest Colling 

Producer: David Levy 

Set: Bob Wade 

30 Mins.; Thurs., 8:30 p.m. 


WNBT, N. Y. 
(Young & Rubicam) 


Tele programming is in the midst | 
of a “home economics” phase. The 
preem Thursday (22) of this show, 
a new weekly series for General 
Foods—advertising LaFrance soap 
flakes, with a tie-in for Bendix 
washers—was the third program of 
its type to be aired in a week by 
WNBT. It’s strictly daytime type 
stuff, of primary appeal to house- 
fraus, although this particular stanza 
would not completely bore the type 
of male who likes, when the mood 
hits him, to shoo wifey out of the 
kitchen at mealtime. 

Allen Prescott, of course, is an 
old hand at this sort of thing: he 
has been dishing out household hints 
via his “Wife Saver” shows on the 
radio for years. Homemakers who 
care for his off-the-elbow, sense and 
nonsense style of patter on the air 
should really enjoy this tele edition. 
inasmuch as it gives them a chance 
to see the fellow (who's quite per- 











Up - to - the - minute 





DU MONT DARES HEX; 
TO PRESENT HYPNOTIST 


Despite the unwritten nix on pre- 

nting hypnotists on __ television. 
WABD (DuMont, N. Y.) has signed 
hypnotist Marsh Babbitt for a half- 
hour show next Monday (2) night. 
To obviate the possibility of any of 
the home audience going under his 
| spell when he goes into action, how- 
ever. Babbitt will put his subjects to 
isleep before the 
| ait Post 
i thev'l] 
| : 


show goes on the 
hypnotic suggestion that 
go to sleep again when he 
tells them will, it's hoped, put them 
| under before the cameras, with no 
danger to the audience 

Most tele broadcasters swore off 
hypnotism after a BBC show had 
|} demonstrated that the sleep-inducers 


could work on Subjects via video. | 


with weekly addenda 
included in the 


RADIO NEWS 


iflat and 


sonable looking, too) demonstrate 
his odd assortment of time and labor 
saving devices—buttons strung on 
strings, pins stuck in corks, et: 

Prescott carried off his video 
debut with remarkable ease consiq. 


| ering the fact that he had to keep 


up an almost continuous monolog 
throughout the half-hour. He man. 
aged it with ‘scarcely a hitch, hum 
or haw His rather deadpan, pre. 
occupied fooling was faintly rem. 


iniscent at moments of the late Rob. 
ert Benchley in film shorts 


For variation from hi routine, 
Prescott introed (1) several femme 
guests to tell their own household 
| hints (they got ciggie cases for their 
trouble; (2) Arthur Harold, “the 
| gadget man,” to explain a couple of 
kitchen accessories, and (3) a run. 
ning gag about a father chasing his 
son around the table, trying to pet 
him to eat an egg. Latter was weak. 
est part of the show, being a little 
too far on the silly slapstick 

Show’s commercials could stand 
|some dressing up. “Housewife” who 
delivered the first one sounded un- 
sure of her lines and the Sliding 
cartoon strip used ‘ore and aft wags 


unappealing, considering 
what is possible in tele commercials, 
: Doan. 

QUEEN FOR A DAY 

With Jack Bailey 

Directors: Gilbert Wyland and Stu. 
art Phelps 

30 Mins.; Wed. (21) 

Sustainer 

W6XAO, Hollywood 


The televizing of a 


10 a.m. 


regular radio 


commercial show of this type sans 
any video. dressing proves two 
things: First, those who thought it 
simple are right. Second, adding 


nothing but picturization to a pro- 
ductionally-light show proves that 
there’s really little show when au- 
dio illusion is lost. This instance 
further demonstrated little show- 
manship as well, but this was due 
largely to the imposed restrictions 
on interlopmg televisionaries. In 
short, nothing new has been added. 
Perhaps there’s something removed 
that should merely be replaced. 

As an experiment in which reg- 
ular sponsors (Alka-Seltzer and 
Philip Morris) get a cuffo plug due 
to the station’s non-commercial 
status, it must serve as a proving 
round for testing things of its kind, 
aytime audience tastes or pref- 
erences, and otherwise help pave 
the way for tele’s one-day certain 
commercial future. But this isn’t it, 

There’s some spontaneity for tele 
that is a kick but then there’s also 
the time alerts, applause encourage- 
ments and other matters that do not 
go for making a visual show. M.C. 
Jack Bailey, fortunately, was not 
camera shy and his animated style 

(Continued on page 34) 
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FCC Seeks Outside 


If Tele Should Have Clear Channel -<essss-ssc=="~ 


Washington, May 27. 

Television’s toughest technical 
problem—interference from _ other 
services sharing its channels, or from 
ham, FM government, aviation, etc., 
transmitters in other parts ef the 
radio spectrum—will get a thor- 
ouch going-over at an engineering 
parley here June 10 and 11. 

FCC engineers, who have been 
grappling with the problem for 
months with no success, called on 
industry men to help them clean 
up the interference. No. 1 question 
to be decided by the technical ex- 


peris is whether FCC should con- | 
tinue its plan to have tele share its 


wavelengths with police, bus, taxi- 
cab and other local radio services. 

FCC has admitted that unless tech- 
nical safeguards are imposed both 
video -and the -sharecropping serv- 
ices can expect interference to their 
signals under this plan. Problem, 
according to FCC engineers, is that 
there’s no other spot to shift the 
new radio services, many of which 
are in the “public safety and wel- 
fare” category. 


The FCC hearing will also dis- | 
cuss: possible solution to interfer- | 
ence to video from fixed and mobile | 
services in the 72-76 mc and ham | 
transmitters in the 50-54 meg area; | 


so-called “harmonic” interference 
from amateur radio stations, dia- 
thermy machines and other trans- 
miiters in 27-28 meg range; and all 
information available on extent to 
which receivers equipped to operate 


on any service in the 42-88 meg. | 


area can be ceunted on to reject 
interfering signals. 





Washington — Carl Gebuhr, top 
flack here for CBS and its station, 
WTOP, has been promeied to the 
WTOP sales department. 
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Met. LOU CLAYTON 
UNITED REXALL DRUG CO 
Friday —C BS—8:36 p.m., EDST 

M-G-M—"This Time fer Keeps” 

“It Happened in Brooklyn” 
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well as interference-wise. 
FCC’s Beef 
FCC’s biggest complaint with the 
be bill was that it slices the Commis- 
NBC Gets Exclusive On sion in half and expands the right 
. ° e of broadcasters to appeal FCC de- 
Miss America Lensing cisions. Coe pont out 
srs : that the new procedure will pro- 
NBC television has obtained ex- long FCC edie on new stations 
clusive video rights to the Miss many times over. If these proced- 
America beauty pageant at Atlantic | ures had been in effect during the 
City Sept. 1-6. Web will film the past year, it was reported, there 
event for later transmission from | Would be several hundred less new 
| WNBT, its N. Y. outlet, but is also | stations authorized. 
mulling the possibility of getting | Broadcasters are of two minds 
some form of facilities set up to per- | about the bill’s incorporation of sev- 
mit a live broadcast from the scene. | eral existing FCC regulations. For 
WNBT will also carry the prelim- 
inary contest to select a Miss New Commission is barred from ever 
York, starting with a presentation again issuing any rules governing 
of the contestants Friday (30) night | network~station relationships, but 
on the WU. S. Rubber-sponsored aren’t too happy to find those rules 
“Campus Hoopla’ show. Finals in | spelled out in legislation—which can 
the Miss N. Y. contest will also be | be actively enforced. 
televised some time in mid-August, | Same goes for FCC's ban on mul- 
from a site yet to be selected. tiple-ownership of stations covering 
| substantially the same areas which 
rs | White wrote into his bill. FCC dur- 
WGAR’S BIGTIME POWER | ing the past year has given its own 
rule the most liberal interpretation 
DIENCE. possible. A ~ future Commission 
BOOST, WIDER AU | might take the Congressional man- 
Cleveland, May 27. | date literally and upset situations 
WGAR will pick-up half a million oat gee gga present 
potential listeners, giving it cover- 


age of an area with 2,250,000 people, hope that the White Bill outlaws 
as result of an FCC decision last FCC's AVCO procedure of competi- 
week granting the CBS affiliate a | tive bidding for stations up for sale. 


power boost from 5,000 watts to 50 And everybody appears pleased with | 


kw the proviso that forbids FCC to dis- 

Salata F. Patt, veepee and general criminate because of race, color, po- 
manager en he hoped operations litical affiliation, or business occu- 
with the new power could be started Pation. Victor Emanuel’s AVCO, 


by midsummer. Construction of a newspaper publishers and commer- 
new, modern building is nearing cial-minded Fundamentalist preach- 


completion at WGAR’s transmitter ers, whose extracurricular activities 
site in Broadview Heights, with in- have normally placed them.at a dis- 


stallation and testing of an RCA 50,- | #¢vantage in bidding for radid prop- 
000w transmitter being supervised | ¢Ttles, can now take cheer. 


charge oangiering.” | LATIN ECLIPSE PIX 
GET NBC NEWS BREAK 


Power boost culminates nearly | 
eight years’ effort by the station to 

NBC television staff reaped a gold- 
mine of favorable publicity on its 


hypo its service in northeastern 
| Ohio. 
pictures of last week’s total eclipse 
in South America. When the films 














‘Lane Grey Show Slated 
For Mutual Preem in Sept. arrived in N. Y. by plane Thursday 


(22) afternoon, publicity chief Allan 

First air show based on the late| Kalmus hit on the idea of taking 
Zane Grey’s stories is tabbed for; clips from the film and offering 
la Sept. 6 teeoff on the Mutual net-| them to the wire services and the 
| work as result of a deal inked with | daily newspaper. As a result, almost- 
|the web Friday (23) by Stephen | most every N. Y. daily ran a pic- 
|Slesinger, Inc. Price tag on the/ ture on Friday; it was flashed to all 
-stanza is $2,500, which the producer | corners of the globe by AP, INS and 





JACK ROURKE 


Productions 


6331 Hollywood Blvd. 
HOLLYWOOD 











| feels should lure a sponsor before | Acme wirephoto services, and AP 
the preem date. In event it doesn’t, | selected it as its picture of the week. 
| Slesinger has agreed to sustain the | And all carried full credit for NBC 
|show for at least 26 weeks. | television. 

| Zane Grey Show, as it’s called,| Tele outfit also scooped the coun- 
will make use of all of the western, try in presenting the films to its au- 
author’s books and feature his fic-| dience, due. mostly to the work on 
tionat character of Tex Thorne.| news chief Paul Alley. Receiving 
Hawley Publications, publisher of | 1,800 feet of exposed negative at 




















OLAN SOULE 


Starring in 


“GRAND MARQUEE” 
NBC—Coast to Coast 


Rayve Creme Shampoo 














———ageaee (the monthly Zane Grey magazine,’ 4 p.m. Thursday, Alley had it edited | 


will chip in on the production costs,| down to 650 feet, scored, narrated 
which will include an orchestra and and ready to go on the air at 9:30 
elaborate trappings, according to the that night. Films were rebroadcast 
producers. Friday night and Sunday, with an- 





| Coast by Telepictures, a Slesinger | reel cameraman Leroy G. Phelps 

| subsidiary, and hag been slotted in doing an off-the-cuff commentary 

the 8:30-9 o’clock segment Satur- Sunday night, less than 24 hours 

| day night. after they’d landed at LaGuardia 
_ Field. 








Confidence, essential to good put- 
ting, is also a basic ingvedient in 
every sale. Weed and Company 
salesmen have confidence in them- 
selves and in the properties they 


sell so successfully. 


WEED 


AND COMPANY 
NEW YORK -BOSTON- CHICAGO: DETROIT-SAN FRANCISCO-ATLANTA-HOLLYWOOD | 











¥’ jf UA’s Disk Show on WMCA 
Uy SY 7] | sAs Trailer for 3 New Pix 


United Artists has signed a con- 
_ tract with WMCA (N. Y.) for spon- 
| sorship of “Let's Dance,” hour-and- 
a-half disk show (9:03 to 10:30 p.m.) 
on Saturday (31) in connection with 
its three new musicals scheduled to 
open at Broadway houses at the end 
of the month. 


Stuart, will promote UA‘ “Copa- 
cabana”; the “Fabulous Dorseys” 
and “New Orleans” 





ter Garden). 
Show will highlight music from 
the films. 


Landen’s Colo. Station Bid 


Kansas City, May 27. 





Governor and political light, has 
filed an application with the FCC 
seeking permission to set up a sta- 
tion at Englewood, Colo, a suburb 
of Denver. 

Landon is asking for 1,000 watt 
daytime operation on 1,250 kilo- 
cycles for the station, 


RADIO 
STATION 
REPRESENTATIVES 












example, they are rejoicing that | 


Bright spot for broadcasters is | 


Stanza will be produced on the nouncer Ben Grauer and tele news- | 


“Let's Dance,” emceed by Allen | 


(tentative- | 
| ly set for June 6 preem at the Win- | 


Alf M. Landon, the Kansas ex- | 


—————_ 


Inside Stuf—Television 


DuMont, with the baseball field to itself as the Yanks met the western 
clubs on their first eastern swing, should have learned enough to make it 
| a worthy rival of the two local National League televised parks, There 
are a few things on which the DuMont diamond crew must sharpen up jg 
they're going to rate. 

First let it be noted that DuM has improved its camera position at 
the Stadium by getting behind the plate. But the boys are not taking 
full advantage of the spot. The basie fault seems to be that somebody 
doesn’t know enough baseball. For instance, with men on base the camera 
often can’t make up its mind whether to follow the ball, the batter or g 
base-runner, The answer is simple—follow the ball. This particularly 
shows up when there are men on first and third and the batter singles tg 
right field. The interest then is what happens to the man going from 
first to third or the batter possibly being caught in a cut-off play. But 
the DuMont camera passes this up to merely show the man on third 
trotting in to score. Nor are the boys flashing that scoreboard often 
enough, it sometimes being the seventh or eighth inning before they reg- 
| ister a peek at the out-of-town games. It should be understood that a 


scoreboard is a fascinating device to a ball fan, something no announcer’s 
announcement of the scores can replace. 


Which gets around to all the announcers who, to date, have revealed 
the most faults among the tele broadcast men. DuMont will have to do 
something about Bill Slater, if he doesn’t rectify his ways, for he’s fast 
becoming the Uncle Don of the group. That's because he talks to hig 
audience as if he were conducting a kiddie program. He verbally pouts 
when something displeases him, gurgles when something does, and ig 
about one step away from baby talk all the time. 

But with the Yanks away the vacations should help the DuMont detail 
to get straightened out. Among their good points, however, is the ability 
to give a sharp closeup of an outfielder making a play. This unit is now 
using three cameras, one apparently being up on the roof. 

This baseball thing can’t be any cinch. It will take experience, prac. 
tice and teamwork to iron it out properly. As the number of games grows 
|on all three stations the importance of the man who calls the camera 
shots becomes increasingly evident. He makes or breaks the broadcast. 


DIRECTORS WIN NBC, 
CBS, WMCA PAY HIKES 


Radio Directors Guild won size- 
able pay scale increases for directors 
in negotiations concluded in New 
York this week with NBC, CBS and 
indie station WMCA. 
| New pact with NBC gives direc- 
| tors a $10 weekly increase retro- 
active to last Nov. 15. CBS agreed 
to a 20% increase, retroactive to 
last Jan. 1, for directors of pro- 
grams on the net’s flagship, WCBS. 
| WMCA granted directors a $20 per 
| week increase. 

All of the contracts run to next 
| Oct. 31, and in the future will be 
negotiated on a yearly basis from 
| that date. 


‘Giants May Crowd Net 
| Matches Off NBC Tele 


NBC television, with video rights 
to the Davis Cup tennis champion- 
ships already in the bag, has. signed 
for exclusive rights to the National 
Singles championships. Both events 
will be broadeast direct from For- 
est Hills, L. L, with the Davis Cup 
matches Aug. 30-Sept. 1 and the 
National Singles Sept. 4-15. 

Although definite plans have not 
| yet been set, it’s expected NBC will 
| air the tennis matches only when 
| the N. Y. Giants are playing out of 
j town. If the Giants continue their 
| pace-Setting in the National League, 
| moreover, it’s also possible the web 
might forego some of the tennis to 
ipick up any out-of-town Giant 
' games available. 
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Television Reviews 


Continued from page 32 


and mugging were an assist, along 
with such items as the Earl Carroll 
cuties who ladle the loot. On the 
other hand, the circuit riders of day- 
time shows who show up for every 
giveaway program are stereotyped, 
dull and dowdy. Question is how 
long can they sustain interest—even 
from a curious femme who wants 
to see the lucky girls daily. 

Crew did all possible with a faulty 
Orthicon and an 1.0. planted in the 
center aisle. When given more lati- 
tude and privilege, coverage should 
| improve. They were further limited 
by completely uninspired commer- 
cials of an off-screen announcer bal- 
lying as camera centered on huge 
posters on stage drop, plus a dark- 
| ened house that permitted no audi- 
ence reaction or other teletricks. 
Previous sneak preview was obvi- 
ously of little help but reports are 
event has perked since first live run. 
It’s also interesting to note that re- 
| tail shops have installed window 

bally cards at their own expense. 
Hurl. 
| 


| SEATTLE AFRA SIGNS 
Seattle, May 27. 

Seattle American Federation of 
Radio Artists has set contracts with 
ijthree local indie Stations, KOL, 
KXA, and KEVR. with base pay at 
$75 per week, $2.50 less than scale 
at network stations. 

No contract has been signed with 
/KRSC, remaining indie, 


50,000 WATTERS. 


New Jerseys I¢ Station 


KAT 


NEWARK-NEW JERSEY 








THESE MATCHES’ 
TELL ONLY PART 


= The fact ts... 


WAAT DELIVERS 
MORE LISTENERS 
PER DOLLAR IN 
NORTH JERSEY 
AND NEW YORK 
CITY THAN ANY 
OTHER STATION 
...INCLUDING ALL 
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Guiding Light---Re- Lighted 


There is a destiny that makes us brothers, 
None goes his way alone; 
All that we send into the lives of others 


Comes back into our own. 


Once again the philosophy of The Guiding Light shapes the lives and destinies of human beings. Once 


again a gentle philosophy of faith, hope and love—a straightforward message of brotherhood, under- 


standing and tolerance emanates from the eternal beacon that is humanity’s Guiding Light. 


We wish to express our gratefu) appreciation to the Procter and Gamble Company for relighting the 
Lamp of Friendship, and making it possible for us to join our hearts and minds in presenting a needed 


and significant message in the story of 


rng — eee ngs stings = ante eens Scene Giatinta <itasesitiantntee naman cnannneenncmnniiiiE 


Each weekday, beginning June 2, 1947, over the facilities of the 


| The Guiding Light 


COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 


Produced by Compton Advertising, Inc. 
Script Supervisor and Plottist.......... 6.6.6 ccc cece cece eee ee eee tee ee tenet e ee ne ee ee nnees Irna Phillips 
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CIRCLING THE KILOCYCLES 








Charlette—Dick Pitts, film editor 
and theatre critic of the Charlotte 
Observer, will begin a 15-minute 
nightly broadcast June 3 on WBT. 
It will be known as “Pitts’ Personal 
Radio Column.” 





San Antonio—‘Were You Listen- 
ing” is the title of a new audience 
participation half-hour program be- 
ing aired each Saturday morning 
WOAI 





Tyler, Tex.—M. E. Danbom, com- 
mercial manager of KGKB has been 
named manager of the new standard 
broadcast station to be owned and 
operated here by the Blackstone 
Broadcasting Co., controlled by the 
T. B. Butler Publishing Co. 





Salt Lake City — Latest 
service program to hit Salt Lake 
City airwaves is “KSL Reports the 





Washington Scene,” aired every 
Sunday at 10:30 a.m. 
Regina, Sask.—Bill Walker, 24- 


year.old announcer at CKRM here, 
was judged best male actor in 
Canada at the Dominion drama fes- 
tival in London, Ont., and has been 
approached by a film scout. 





Pittsburgh—Charles Earley, KDKA 
newscaster, 
in the hospital in his home town, 
Washington, Pa., where he under- 


went a minor operation. Marilyn 
Jean McMeekin; a_ singer from 
Michigan City, Ind., learning an- 


other phase of the radio business, 
continuity, on staff of WMCK in 
McKeesport. Jack Swift has a new 
sponsor, Keystone Lumber Co., for 
his . 10-minute KDKA newscasts 
Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday 
evenings at 7. 





Seattle—Spring is in the air here 
and changes are numerous. 
Forrest is now in charge of conti- 


nuity at KOL, after a period of 
O’Halleron has 
moved from sales to a newscasters’ 


freelancing. Pat 
post at KBRO, new Bremerton sta- 
tion. Bob Harris, KOL angouncer, 
resigned to start his own iin re- 
cently granted by FCC in Tillamook, 
Ore. New KOMO newsroom has 
Millard Ireland in charge, with Sam 
Pearce promoted from announcer 
pa 











Frank W. Brock's 
Famous Racket-Expose Show 


“Special Investigator’’ 


Now Sponsored by 
Commercial Credit Corporation 
Mutual—Tuesdays—8:15 p.m. 


A Preved Hit—Low Budget 
Available after June 17th 


James Stevenson Productions 
133 E. 54th St., N. Y. 22, PL. 8-0928 
Exclusive Representative 


ee ————————_ 


FOR SALE 


Ermine Cape, perfect condition... $500 
Fitch Jacket, good condition... $250 


NO DEALERS 
Call for Appointment—PL 9-2786 








spen&ing his vacation’ 


Johnny 





public | 


|succeed A. M. McGregor, 


staff, and Merrill Ash, back after a 
three-month trip to Central Amer- 
ica. 

The Federal Communications 
Commission has approved the sale 
of KEVR, local indie from A. W. 
Talbot, sole owner, to Western 
Waves, Inc., headed by Dorothy S. 
Bullitt. Western Waves also hold a 
Class B FM license. 

No announcement on future plans 
for the station have been made as 
yet. 





Des 


Ill. Bondurant will 
former 
part oyner of WJBC, and McGregor 
will devote full time to management 


of station KSTT, Davenport. 


| __NAB-BMB 


Continued from page 29 
get-together to 10 rather than 17 
throughout the year). 

6. The NAB bylaws were over- 
hauled and brought up-to-date. Gen- 


Bloomington, 

















take cognizance of new functions 
such as the job performed by execu- 


tive v.p. (Jess) Willard. No overall 
change in the dues structure was 
made, though a new amendment 


provides that dues are to be based 
on a licensee’s most powerful out- 
let. In other words, if he owns a 50- 
kw station and a_ 100-watt corn- 
popper, he must take out NAB mem- 
bership on the basis of the more 
lucrative operation. Another amend- 
ment bases dues on earnings for both 
standard and FM affiliates, which 
means that most broadcasters pay 
nothing to NAB for signing up their 
FM transmitters. 


Action Waits on Code 


7. The Board heard, but took no 
action, on an interim report on its 
new Code. MBS veepee Bob Swezey 
gave them the details. 


8. A liaison committee to work 
with Jerrold Brandt on production 
of “Magic in the Air”’—a film epic 
of radio’s first 26 years—was ex- 
panded under chairmanship of Bill 
Ryan, KFI, Los Angeles. So far, the 
committee has gotten no script but 
will advise Brandt when production 
starts. 


9. Board discussed but took no 
action on a proposal to sponsor 
annual industry institutes to end the 
scores of University-sponsored in- 
stitutes, whose volume has allegedly 
outrun their prestige among broad- 
casters. The institute would air 
criticisms by industry and other 
spokesmen but bear official seal of 
approval of NAB. 

10. MBS prexy Edgar Kobak re- 
ported that the Broadcasters Ad- 
visory Council—which started out 
to be a tripartite affair, embracing 
broadcasters, ad agencies and spon- 
sors—has dwindled to an all-broad- 
caster group. Organization, he said, is 
still in the “talk stage.” 

Board also accepted 100 new sta- 
tion members, bringing total to 1301 
in all classifications. Other matters 
discussed were BMI, Petrillo, 
ASCAP, uniform time legislation, 
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*EXPANDING 
COVERAGE 


for 
“Expanding 
Mid-America™ 


e TOPEKA 


Nuanosas 


and new radio legislation. 


a 





e ST. JOSEPH 


e LLENAL A 


$e KANSAS CITY 


JEFFERSON CITY « 


e JOPLIN 





Kansas City, Mo. © Basic ABC for Mid-America a 
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*50,000 Watts Day—1I0,000 Watts Night—at 810 ke— 
NOW NEARING COMPLETION, 





Moines — Hale Bondurant, 
sales manager of WHO, for 10 years, | 
has been named manager of WJBC, | 





erally, they give NAB management | 
more discretion than it had before, | 


‘Flash’ Status in Doubt 


Network status of “Quick As a 
Flash,” Mutual quizzer, is still un- 
settled. Sponsor has renewed ihe 
time for another year, but program 
plans are still being mulled. At any 
rate, “Abbott Mysteries” is set as 
summer replacement beginning June 
8 Resumption date for “Flash” is a 
problem which will be settled 
shortiy by the agency (William 


Weintraub) and the sponsor (Hel- 


bros Watch). 

“Quick As a Flash,” with Kenneth 
Roberts as quizmaster, has been a 
Mutual feature for three years and 
is currently heard 5:30 p.m., Sun- 
days. 














Block To Air 











Continued from page 27 





Dorsey’s plattered hour being mar- 
keted; the Woody Hermans and 
other maestri who have tried it, 
some with success; Ted Husing on 
New York’s WHN; Peter Potter's 
transcribed California regional se- 
ries for RCA-Victor; Ira Cook’s na- 
tionally syndicated musical great 
interviews for jockey interpolation 
(latter airs locally on KFAC), and 
others. Maizlish may be thanked for 
it all for having achieved a peak 
and possibly a decline to follow. But 
he started the thinking. 
Hits Crest on Coast 

Locally, too, jockeying has reached 
an all-time crest. There are an esti- 
mated 50 platter pilots plying—or 
trying—their trade. There are per- 
haps a dozen who mean anything, 
really. But nonetheless Los Angeles 
remains the jockey haven as well as 
the hearth from which jockeying 
sprung. 

Block signed the contract with 
Mutual in New York Monday (26), 


Jockey This One 


Emergence of Martin Block’s 
disk jockey show on Mutual 
raises some complications for 
WOR, the web’s flagship station 
in New York, since it will be 
carrying Block in competition 
with his WNEW “Make Believe” 
Ballroom.” 

WOR has served notice on 
Mutual that it won’t carry Block 
unless it’s sponsored. But the 
rub is that the WOR sponsors 
must not be in competition with 
the products advertised on “Ball- 
room,” all of which doesn’t leave 
too much room for exploring 
bankrollers, what with WNEW’s 
multiple clients. 

Somewhat similar situation ap- 
plies to the proposed Kate 
Smith-Ted Collins WOR disk 
jockey show. WOR is offering 
the five-a-week program as a 
package for one sponsor only 
—but it can’t be soap, since 
Miss Smith’s Mutual co-op show 
has been inked locally by Sweet- 
heart Soap. 

AR A TS SSD 


flying east especially with his wife 
and manager, Esther, to affix his 
hancock to his crowning achieve- 
ment, to climax a career that sent 
him virtually penniless to New York 
many years ago. That was when he 
Was told in San Diego that his 
“voice was unsuitable,” when apply- 
ing for a part time announcer’s job. 
He started with Jarvis, still local 
kingpin, and is apt to write finis 
for Jarvis and all others. 

For Mutual the one hour will 
be broadcast simultaneously with 
KFWB. Former gets 10:30 to 11:30 
a. m. period, while Block airs daily 
for the indie from f0 a. m. to one 
p. m. As number one sponsor, Mu- 
tual pays $6,000 weekly for Block 
alone, plus paying the $750 per 
quarter, non-discountable, to the in- 
die for the time. In addition, Mutual 
pays for the spot announcements in 
between the quarters in the hour 
block of Block, paying KFWB ap- 
proximately $200,000 annually. 

Block’s better-than-a-million an- 
nually will come from the 6G paid 
by Mutual, guaranteed $2,500 week- 
ly from Warners, plus potential of 
$4,000 if fully sold locally; plus 
$4,500 from WNEW, N. Y:.: plus 
$2,750 from Chesterfield for “Supper 
Time” show m.c.’ing, plus the take 
from the music publishing firm he 
owns—and which he could now turn 
into a gold mine as the country’s 
number one plug. His WNE'W con- 
tract permits network broadcasting 
in New ¥ork, a fact heretofore not 
known generally. There will be no 
time conflictions since he airs morn- 
ings and evenings for latter while 
his Coast originating show will air 
in the east during afternoons. The 
Warners get full air credit from Mu- 
tual. Warners’ Maizlish should get 
full credit for his part in making it 
all possible. 








—— 


Inside Stuff—Radio 


Rudy Vallee, feeling like a man of a few hundred thousand words, 
walked in on Jack Eigen’s all-night show over WINS, N. Y., Sunday (25) ~ 
and for the next hour probably chased everything else off the Manhattan 
air, Being wound up, but good, Vallee was conversationally skipping all 
over the joint from interviewing Eigen, formerly of Zit’s, to outlining 
his plan for a new air show on showbusiness, bewailing the limited yo. 
cabularies of most everybody, discussing various champagnes, finished 
kidding Belle Baker over the phone and bowed out by introducing Bert 
Wheeler. The latter had walked in with Joe Bigelow described by Eigen 
as “a v.p. of J. Walker Thompson,” but tagged by Vallee as “when he was 


on Variety he signed his reviews Bige.” 


They got Wheeler to the mike 


without difficulty, but never came close with Bigelow—which was 10 to 1 


before they started, anyway. 


With five or six late-hour programs roaming the skies, incidents such ag 


this Vallee-Eigen affair emphasize that the metropolitan New York area. 


remains wide open for a smart and well-directed all-night show. 





Four shows transcribed by Bing Crosby in NBC’s New York studios 


during the past several weeks have 


| playbacks than any cut on the Coast, 
| ducers. They can ascribe the improved quality only to better acoustical] 


shown noticeably greater fidelity in 
it’s felt by Bing and the show’s pro. 


conditions in the N. Y. studios. Stanza with Maurice Chevalier guesting, 
aired last Wednesday (21), was considered best of the season from a repro. 


duction standpoint. 


El Bingo waxed his season curtain-dropper, for airing June 18, last 


Thursday (22) with Bob Hope as guest. 


Lot of cutting had to be done 


after the show’s run-through—the two Road hoppers adlibbed the stanza 


into a 55-minute session. Afterward 


Crosby hit the road to Montreal to 


visit a children’s hospital; Hope took the road to Cleveland to look over 
his Indians ball team. During their gettogether for the Philco windup, 
the duo waxed plugs for airing in behalf of the Community Chest drive 


next fall. 





KCKN, Kansas City, one of the heaviest users of records in that area, 
has come up with some novel intros for current pop numbers on its platter 


shows. 


Number of music names have been recorded, actually talking 


about the numbers, or bantering with disk diggers Eddie Clark, Wayne 


Stitt and Buddy Black. 


The wire recorded and transcribed intros include Johnny Mercer, Ella 
Mae Morse, Frankie Laine, Clark Dennis, Mat Dennis, Buddy Cole, Paul 


Weston, Frank Duvall and Alvino Rey. 


All do bits about their own 


records, then turn it over to the jockey, and the K.C. boys return their 
chatter in the mood of the special recording, and then put the platter on, 
Material was handled in Coast recording studios, and arranged through 
Billy Baucom of KCKN sales and promotion staff, who just returned from 


a trek west. 

















| Miller 


Continued from page 29 


funds to enable it to “make eco- 
nomic determinations of needs for 
broadcasting stations in particular 
communities.” If this power is 
granted, “the control of FCC over 
free speech will be immeasurably 
extended.” 

(Meanwhile, acting FCC Chair- 
man Ray C. Wakefield told VARIETY 
that the commission’s opposition to 
altering its present licensing policies 
to consider whether or not a town 
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could support another station re- 
mained unchanged since Chairman 
Charles R. Denny’s declarations on 
the subject at the NAB convention | 
in Chicago last October. At that | 
time, Denny indicated FCC had no 
power or wish to make such deter- 
minations. He warned those broad- 
casters who were plugging for a 
curb on FCC’s wholesale licensing 
of new stations that they didn’t re- 
alize at the time how much power 
they were urging on the Govern- 
ment. If FCC had this authority, 
Denny said broadcasters would in 
effect “become wards of the Gov- 
ernment.” ) 


Miller’s treatise on the Blue Book 
went on to say that broadcasters ob- 
ject to it because it gives the im- 
pression that “all American broad- 
casting is as bad as the worst.” The 
only broadcasters, he said, who 
have accepted it without question 
are those “few with guilty consci- 
ences.” 


Several Commissioners, according 
to Miller, have already admitted 
that the Blue Book standards for 
distinguishing between commercial 
and non-commercial programs are 
unsound and unfair to the industry. 
Despite this fact; he said the com- 
mission is investing the report with 
the force of law, although broad- 
casters have been given an oppor- 
tunity for hearing on its definitions, 
criteria for “public interest” pra- 
gramming or on its charges against 
specific licensees. As such, , Miller 
concluded, the Blue Book consti- 
tutes an illegal “bill of attainder”— 
a legislative act which inflicts pun- 
ishment without a fair trial. 





FCt ‘Threat To Pix’ 

The FCC is threatening free radio 
and unless curbed may extend its 
power over the press and the mo- 
tion picture industry when facsimile 
and television come into their own, 
NAB prexy Justin Miller warned 
the Daughters of the American 
Revolution assembled for their an- 
nual convention, last Friday (23). 

“Where will our freedom of the 
press be when the FCC’s decision 
prohibiting radio broadcasters from 





editorializing applies to our daily 
newspapers?” he demanded. The | 
NAB official declared that when | 
facsimile makes possible delivery of 
the daily paper by radio, FCC will | 
try to become the censor of what; 


goes over the radio printing presses. 
When television makes heavy use 


|of films, he maintained, the motion 
picture industry will also find itself 


under FCC’s thumb. Referring to an 
FCC rule which calls for airing 
both sides of controversial questions, 
Miller asked: “Will a showing of 
‘King of Kings’ on television re- 
quire the production of a spectacle 
in behalf of atheism to balance it 
off?” 





San Antonio— Thomas S. Batson 
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Radio Reviews 


aa Continued from page 30 — 


to the sponsor store to “register” for | yond 


a chance at merchandise prizes. 
From a program appeal stand- 
int the stanza could be improved, 

it would seem, by bringing more 

children into the studio and quizzing 


them over the air, a oh negated which | 
i 


uld invite more listening by pa- 
rents as well as kids. As it is, the 
lee children invited in each week 
et on the air only long enough to 


in, and, yes, they enjoyed being on 
the broadcast—leaving Bauer to 
chatter, albeit glibly, throughout 
most of the period. Moppets on the 
other end of his phone calls, of 
course, aren’t heard on the air and 
the calling involves repetitious ex- 
lanation of the program. Quizzing 
he kids in the studio as at least 
part of the format would perk the 
show's general appeal considerably. 


IDO SHOWCASE 
ith Vern Moore, Art Letourneau, 
Laura Rottier, Bob Vaughan, Peter 
Furno, Wilder Wylie 
Writer-Director: Wilder Wylie 
30 Mins., Sat., 9 p.m. 
Sustaining 
KIDO, Boise 


building up of goodwill sessions in 
an effort to solidify their relations in 
the area they cover. The 


job in acquainting the community 


with the station’s personnel, spends | 


a portion of the time discussing the 
function of a station in the com- 
munity, poking some mild ribs at 
some of its personnel. and giving 
posies to some of the others. 

Laudable as the idea is. station 
going in for this type program must 
bring up the quality to network 
standards, otherwise the contrast 
with the New York and Hollywood 
emanating airers will be too pro- 
nouneed. In such an important un- 
dertaking it’s extremely necessary 
that the programming department 
indulge in the luxury of live music, 
and get good writing and produc- 
tion. 

In the “KIDO Showcase.” writing 
was up to standard, but production 
was off, despite the kidding ap- 
preach it used. The stock musical 
sections, apparently transcribed. and 


dramatizations didn't come off as 
desired. 
Withal, session is a laudable at- 


tempt, and once it gets in the 
groove, should build itself into an 
Important effort. 


4 FHF 4OF44 444 


ey 
{Follow-up Comment} 
Oe ee ee ee anne 


“The: Great Gildersieeve” on its 
Wednesday (21) session took a sur- 
prising head-on leap into the present 
day school teacher situation. Pro- 
gram became articulate in presenta- 
tion of the deplorable salary status 
of the pedagogs. and ran a healthy 
temperature in exposing the shame- 
ful conditiens under which teachers 
work in many communities. 


Pregram hit like a pile-driver on 
etting: its social significance across. 
Impact was greater inasmuch as 
Harold Peary started the pregram 
on its usual domestic comedy line 
in which Gildersleeve felt his 
nephew wasn't getting proper atien- 
tion in school. He found intolerable 
overcrowded conditions, teachers 
werked at terrific handicaps, an ab- 
nermal turnover in personnel be- 
cause teachers can’t get along on 
what the school systems pay. and 
neeessity of many to take on outside 
jobs just to make ends meet. 

By that time, comedy aspecis of 
the program were completely de- 
stroyed—it would have been useless 








te attempt to resuseitate the funny- |. 


vein. Consequently Peary stepped 
out of character and delivered an 
oration buttressing the dramatic 
arguments previously presented. 
Any attempt to tack on a happy end- 
ing relating to the situation in Gil- 
¢lersieeve’s community would have 
been incongruous. 

_ Peary performed a valuable pub- 
lic-service, It was terrific radio. 





“Four Saints in Three Acts” col- 
laboration of the late Gertrude 
Stein's literary unorthedoxy and Vir- 
gil Thomson’s meledie and somewhat 
conventional scere, made a great deal 
cf musical sense on CBS Sunday 
afterneon (25) under the baton of 
the composer and with a gifted Ne- 
as cast composed of many whe par- 
icipated in its original Ameritan 
presentation in 1934. 

Once the listener gave up the dif- 
ficult task of follewing its completely 
mad libretto, and settled down to 
listening to a combination of werds 
—just words nd the often rolening 
Seere, the BS presentation offer 
a session that had many moments of 
sheer delight. ere are those thgt 
Can find hidden meanings in t 
Stein meanderingg, but pagent Hd 
“pigeons in the grass—alas” and “te 
know isto know is to knew" are be- 


;fused to carrv 
jular basis 
quests to 
|he said they nursed his letters for | 

Most small affiliate stations which 
get the bulk of their major programs | 
frem the networks, could profitably | 
devote some part of their time to} 


'such 
“KIDO 
Showcase” is a good example. This | 
half-hour session does an abmiyabie} 














interpretation to the great ma- 
jority, 

_ Lead song roles by Beatrice Rob- 
Inson Wayne, as St. Theresa JI. Ed-|! 
ward Matthews as St. Ignatius, Ruby 
Greene as St. Theresa II (St, Theresa 
1s sO wonderful a character, they 


; made two of her), John Diggs as St. 


Chavez, and the master and mistress 
of ceremonies, Abner Dorsey and 


? i they? | Altonell Hines, performed sock vocal | 
ell their ages, what grade they're | 


jobs, and Thomson's direction of the 
CBS Symphony Orchestra made for 
complete enjoyment. 














| Atheistic 


——— Continued from page 26 


Sparen 





teachings on the air and had been 


turned down by all four stations. 
KQW gave Scott 30 minutes of 
free time Nov.17, 1946, as a “trial 
broadcast” but “after consideration 
of the public responses” had re- 
the stints on a reg- 
When Scott made his re- 
the other three stations, 


about three months 
gretfully” turned 


and then 
him down. 


“re. 


TT, aie aroriimornt hoe 4n145 ¢hsa ~~ 

Aiicaa @éRuliiciie, 11€ woiaa che Come 
mission, was that FCC had indicated 
programs should be carried 


only when a reasonable segment of | 


They 
the com- 


them. 
that 


favored 
view 


local 
also 


opinion 
took the 


/secretly surprised at the 


mission had not explicity said that 
| they be carried in any event. 
Scott's argument was they were 
dodging the intent of the FCC de- 
| cision. 
| He maintained that KQW was 
number of 
his broad- 


favorable responses on 


,cast in view of the fact no advance | 


publicity was given it and it was 
not even listed in the day’s logs. 
(Scott had tipped off the news- 
papers, however, who came through 
with plenty of stories on the pro- 


gram itself.) 

The athetist advocate accused the 
|stations of “putting profits above 
principle.” Since only 43% of the 
U. S. population are church mem- 
bers, he maintained belief in God 
is a highly controversial issue. 
Scott’s lengthy petition also quoted 
from a BBC survey in which 43% 
of those polled favored airing of 
agnostic preachings, and a Minne- 
sota poll in which 55% of the re- 


Sponses supported the same view. 


Scrambled ‘Egg’ Deal 
Washington. May 27. 

Hyperthyroid pressagenting, which 
confused fact with mere promise, 
was responsible for story last week 
of WWDC going on the air with a 
lottery tieup with the film “Egg and 
I,” and of having the FCC step in 
and throw the show off the air after 
three days. 

Plan for the lottery was discussed. 


but WWDC management nixed it on | 


the ground that FCC would not ap- 
prove. 


| 


World's Worst Neurosis—By Shayon 


Progressive Citizens of America’s 
N.Y. radio workers—who live in “a 
community bounded on the south 
by WOR, on the east and north by 


Colbee’s, and on the west by Radio | 


City”—had it clearly put up to them 
last week that if they are going to 
be an effective force in the ‘48 elec- 


tions, they'd better begin flexing 
their political muscles now. The 
stitch-in-time warning. coupled with 
a graphic outline of plans for im- 
mediate action, came from CBS pro 
ducer Robert Lewish Shavor 1 a 
talk before the PCA's radio divisior 
Tuesday (20) at the Hotel Wood- 
stock. 

Shayvon blueprinted com- 
mittee setup for the division where 


radio could find 


“Without this 


in every liberal in 
a place to do a job 
practical structure,” he declared, 
“our proud resolutions, our fine 
phrases are so much dust in the 
| wind, our letterheads featherweight 
and our chances for keeping the 
clock moving forward slim indeed.” 
Through volunteer work for these 
committees — which enlist 
members (500 are sought by June 
19), monitor broadcasts, do research, 
make speeches to other groups, map 
political action, produce shows, get 
out publicity, arrange fund-raising 


salel 
WoUTd 


} ning.” 


Having laid down this strategy for 
getting a headstart on the battle of 
‘48, Shayon flung out a virtual put- 
up-or-shut-up challenge to radio |ib- 
your 

the 
vou 

the 


erals. “I know what 
minds,” he declared 
papers are passed 
will be asked to write 
committee for which 
volunteer, the secret mis 
begin to talk to vou 

ngs like this All thi 
I really haven't the time 
fully busy.’ ‘Will it 
ood anywa\y Isn't 
vell-meant liberal talk 
nowhere ‘Aren't the 


reactionaries 


projects—the 
Shayon 


asserted 
| somewhere—we can make a bezin- 


PCA 


much 


than we can ever be?’ 


“*‘Anyway, maybe 
munistic. I don’t want to get mixed 
up with Communists.’ 
the best one. Watch for 


‘Why, after all, you'll say to yeur- 
‘look at this witch hunt that’s 
going on all over the country—un- 
activities 
bovs in 
| they want to be Paul Reveres. 
ter be a Paul Revere, it’s safer these 


self, 


Americ 
those 


day sada 


‘an 


glamo1 


radio 
“can 


“When 


around and 


aown 


more 


and 


PCA Radioites Warned Vs. ‘Apathitis’— 


division, 
really 


Want 
givings will 
think 
s fine. but 
I'm 
do 
this some more 
gets 
forces of the 
powerful 


Com- 


that’s 


that— 
Holly wood— 
Bet- 











Six Letters 


of Intr 


50,000 Watts 


Two Governors, a 


disabled veteran and a farmer introduce 


oduction to 


Mayer, a schoolteacher, a 


KMOX to thousands of new listenersén April 
7th, when “The Voice of St. Loyit” winged 


for the first time into more 


than ever before.” 


These six old frie 
KMOX durin 
KMOX’s 


"Mid-America 









s served as “references” for 


special broadcast dedicating 


w, 50,000-watt transmitter and new, 


far moré strategically located tower. 








than all other St. L 


eir “recommendations” help explain \ 
’ 


more quarter-hour period 






KMOX commands the largest audience during 


ay and night— 






$ stations combined.* They 


also furnish eloquent evidence that the new 






call us or Radio Sales. 





*KMOX's holf-millivolt line embroces 25% more rodio homes in 


© 39% lorger oreo. 


*KMOY Listener Diory Study, Spring 1946. 


KMOX “ee 


Represented by Radio Sales, 
the Spot Broadcasting Division of CBS with offices in New York, 
Chicago, Los Angeles, Detroit, San Francisco, Atlante 





of St. Louis” should be speaking for you. 


For your letter of introduction to Mid-America, 
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Dorothy Block well, Sy Lovie Booed of Educetion: 
“Education is well served through the many special scheo! 
programs on KMOX. But programs aren't the only way 
KMOX serves education. Special services such as, ‘The 
Teachers’ Workshop’ which KMOX conductéd Jast Spring 
were of incalculable help in enabling us to ingtitute 
courses in radio that are built on a solid foundation and 
really help the student. KMOX is a big voice in education.” 


\ 


The Honorable Dwight H. Green, Governer of Illinois: 


The Honerable Phil M. Connelly, Governer of Missouri: 


~~ 


John Bicket, farmer, Sparta, Itlineis: 
“KMOX plays an important part in the lives of farmers. 
We listen with specia! interest to weather forecasts, market 
reports, and information on soil conservation and extension 
programs. KMOX is invaluable in helping the farmer and 
we appreciate what you have done and are doing fer 
American agriculture in this area.” 


The Honorable Aloys ?. Kaufmann, Mayer of St. Levis: 

“The people of St. Louis are proud of the new voice of St. 
Louis. Many people who never heard KM@X before are 
hearing it now, and many more will hear it with a new 
clarity and strength. With new strength comes new respon- 
sibility — and KMOX is well prepared to meet this new 
responsibility. We can expect the same public spirited 
quilook, which has been a basis of KMOX programmings 
in the past, to be an integral part of its future program 
structure> This new voice will be a bigger veice for all.” 


Master Sergeant Lewrence Obinger, ditabled veteran: 

“] know just sbout every program. KMOX carries. I listen 
to them all... but most of all I depend eon the newscasts. 
Radio keeps us shut-ins in contact with the world and my 
dial is usually set at KMOX from morning to night. You fel- 
lows can’t imagine just how much we enjoy your programe” 


“Every day in the year KMOX renders a service to which 
we have become so accustomed it has become a re gular 
part of our daily lives. But this does not mean that the 
service goes unnoticed. On the occasion of dedicating this 
bigger voice...the new KMOX transmitter.. we think 
back over the years and acknowledge the many wenderful 
services which KMOX has given us. On behalf of the 
people of the State of Ilinois, I want .o thank yeu and 


tej] you how much we appreciate your efforts. More power 


“KMOX has won many national awards for tis locally 
produced programs and | am confident the statien wil} 
continue to extend these splendid efforts. The people of 
Missouri salute KMOX>end the thousands of old and new 
listeners join me in best wishes to the new and greater 
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Maurice Chevalier is back on shel- 
% this week and he is dynamite. 
n this new Victor—a coupling of 
“Louise” and “Just a Bum’—he is 
still a great performer and an al- 
together irresistible personality. Be- 
yond this, there is little to say about 
the disk. It’s first-rate Chevalier. It 
also offers some attractive back- 
ground stuff by Henri Rene orches- 
tra. “Louise,” of course, is pure 
nostalgia and needs no comment 
here. “Just a Bum,” one of the big 
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Best Bets 


Ballad — “Louise” (Maurice 
Chevalier), “Ask Anyone Who 
Knows” (Dinah Shore), “Ivy” 
(Dick Haymes), and “Come In 
Out of the Rain” (King Cole). 

Danre—“Things Are Different 
Now” and “I Won’t Be Home 
Anymore” (Freddy Martin), 
“My Young and Foolish Heart” 
(Tex Beneke), and “Saloon” 
(Jerry Colonna). 

Hillbilly—“Hitler Lives” (Her- 
man the Hermit) and “Candle- 
light and Roses” (Elton Britt). 





Novelty—“Love In Bloom” 
(Spike Jones). 
Standard — “Louise” (Maurice 
Chevalier). 
Senate tease ere = 





clicks in Chevalier’s one-man con- 
certs, is a carefree bit of special 
material in which he—to borrow a 
phrase Jimmy Cannon once applied 
to Mark Hellinger—‘makes poverty 
gleam.” “Louise” is unquestionably 
th. side that will sell the platter, 
however. Our own feeling is that 
“Louise” should get a play on the 
jukes, but we cannot be sure. We 
do feel, though, that the jocks will 
spin it constantly. 

Jerry Colonna’s . “Cowpasture 
Polka” (Capitol) has prompted 
Capitol’s publicity department to put 
out the following commentary: 
“There is probably nothing objec- 
tionable in the lyric of “Cow Pas- 
ture (sic) Polka” as sung by Jerry 
Colonna, but the song is probably 
not suitable for broadcast purposes.” 
Well, it isn’t, but simply because 
it’s inordinately dull. A trio and 
the San Fernando Pals (vocal) 
works valiantly with The Mustache, 
but the material just isn’t there. Re- 
verse—“Saloon”—is a big improve- 
ment. It’s also rather danceable. 
However, there doesn’t seem much 
chance that this disk will sell im- 
pressively. Frank DeVol — up to 
now a rather blameless man-—wrote 
“Polka,” by the way. 


Doris Day, who went from sing- 
ing with Les Brown’s band to a 
single at The Little Club, is one 
of the more talented of the up-and- 
coming girl singers. Her Columbia 
oi “It Takes Tinte” and “Pete,” in 
which the reliable Mitchell Ayres 
provides the accompaniments, adds 
up to extremely pleasant stuff. 
“Pete” has such tricks as whispery 
breaks at the end of the bridge and 
they lend the proceedings the bless- 
ios of freshness. Miss Day handles 
Time” more conventionally. Both 
sides should do okay on the coin- 
Oxes. 


Dinah Shore’s Columbia of “Ask 
enyene Who Knows” and “Poppa, 
Don’t Preach to Me” probably won’t 
be any smash, but it has its points. 
One of them isthe growing popu- 
larity of “Ask Anyone.” Another is 
the really slick background by Son- 
ny Burke’s band. “Poppa”-—a rather 
frantic extract from Frank Loes- 
ser’s score for “The Perils of Paul- 
ine’—is scarcely the sort of thing 
in which Miss Shore is at her best, 
however. At the risk of becoming 
monotonous, we revert to a point we 
brought up when Betty Hutton’s 

apitol of “Poppa” was reviewed, to 
wit: It strikes us as flagrantly cheap 
for Loesser to have used a sug- 
gestive line. If the line were fun- 
ny it would be different—but, like 
“Cowpasture Polka,” it’s a bore. 

Spike Jones and His City Slickers’ 
“Love In Bloom” (Victor), in marked 


contrast to “Poppa” and “Cow 
Pasture” (we spell it both ways 
just so Capitol won’t be embar- 


rassed) has genuine humor. There 
may-be a funnier group than Jones’ 
Boys around, but we have yet to 
hear them. His satiric genius was 
never more evident than when Capi- 
tol came out a few weeks ago with 
a rather similar group. This “Love 
ig Bloom” is further confirmation 

the Slickers’ vast comedic talent. 
Vocal is by The Barefooted Penn- 

lvanians, Dr. Horatio Q. Birdbath 
and The Saliva ‘Sisters. It's slated 





jodes, Jukes and Disks 


By George Frazier 








for an imposing nickleodeon play. 
“Blowing ~Bubble Gum,” on the 
other side, is all right, but hardly a 
wow. 

Peggy Lee is the latest inter- 
preter of ‘“Chi-Baba Chi-Baba” 
(Capitol). Backed by husband Dave 
Barbour and a good band, she sings 
the lullaby very well, indeed. The 
Wurlitzers will like it. On the back- 
side she does “Ain’tcha Ever Comin’ 
Back,” a tune which represents the 
| collaborative efforts of Paul Weston, 
Axel Stordahl, and Irving Taylor. 
It's an extremely effective job. If 
the tune starts moving—as it should 
—this face will be big. 

Herman the Hermit, a_ hillbilly 
singer who accompanies himself on 
five-string banjo, assisted by a 
guitarist, does well by “Hitler Lives” 
(Capitol). “Hitler Lives” is a fur- 
ther example of hillbilly music’s 
predilection for the topical. It has 
its maudlin aspect, but there can 
be no denying the validity of its 
message. Once again, we suggest 
that metropolitan jocks—most of 
whose programs are ruined by a 
conventional selection of tunes— 
can add flavor to their shows by 
playing an item like this Capitol. 
Reverse—“Big Sue”—is acceptable 
backwoods stuff, but not much more. 
i Three Suns’ “Across the Alley 
ifrom the Alamo” and “Peg o’ My 
| Heart” (Victor) is a sound commer- 
|cial bracketing. “Alamo,” with a 
vocal by Artie Dunn, is one of the 
better versions of a song that should 
begin moving. “Alamo” is the bet- 
ter bet, but “Peg o’ My Heart” 
should do fine on the strength of 
the revival of the tune. 

King Cole trio’s newest Capitol is 
a coupling of two ballads—‘Come 
In Out of the Rain” and “Can You 
Look Me In the Eyes?” Nat Cole 


Le 








Suggested Program 


“Stars Fell on Alabama’— 
Eddie Condon (Decca). 

“Louise” — Maurice Chevalier 
(Victor). 

“Chi-Baba Chi-Baba” — Peggy 
Lee (Capitol). 

“Just One of Those Things”— 
Benny Goodman (Columbia). 

“Pete’— Doris Day (Colum- 
bia). 

“Begin the Beguine”’—Eddie 
Heywood (Decca). 

“Hitler Lives’ — Herman the 
Hermit (Capitol). 
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sings on both sides—easily, pleas- 
antly, and with real feeling for the 
words. You'll be hearing both sides 
on the buffalodeons. 

Elton Britt’s ‘“Candelight and 
Roses” (which Victor labels as “Billy 
Hill’s last song’) is a natural for 
hillbilly consumption. Britt is cer- 
tainly one of the three or four big- 
gest-selling performers in rural 
communities. Given a slice of sen- 
timentality like “Candlelight and 
Roses” he achieves a performance 
that of its kind is superlative. On 
the other side he’ does “I Wish You 
the Best of Everything.” On both 
faces he is accompanied by The 
Skytoppers. 


Wax Facts 


Two of the more danceable faces 
of the week are Freddy Martin’s 
“Things Are No Different Now” and 
“I Won't Be Home Anymore When 
You Call” (Victor) ... Leslie Scott, 
a sob singer with Louis Armstrong’s 
band, has a potential hit in his Vic- 
tor of the swell oldie, “You Go To 
My Head.” «This is sugary singing, 
but the tune should help sales con- 
siderably Lawrence Welk’s 
“Champagne Waltz” (Decca) is an 
accomplished job of its kind and— 
in what sounds like an era of sweet 
music—a potentially fair hit... 
Tex Beneke’s “My Young and Fool- 
ish Heart” (Victor) has one of Garry 
Stevens’ best vocals. This Lewis- 
Tobias-Murray tune is a good one, 
incidentally, and may move...The 
best version of “Ivy” this week is 
Dick Haymes’ (Decca), is backed by 
“They Can’t Convince Me.” 





Hot Dancery 


Calgary, May 27. 

When fire started in a business 
place under the Dreamland dance 
hall here, Frank Grummett, a guard, 
had Vic Ager’s band play the na- 
tion anthem, “God Save the King,” 
and averted a panic. 

Dancers stood at attention and 
i then. quietly left the building. 





prospectus 





Keynote Into Folk, 
Kid Recording Line 


Keynote Records, taken over re- 
cently by a group headed by John 
Hammond, will go into a children’s 
and folk song line of records soon, 
further diverting the company fom 
its original jazz record premise. 
Only a few months ago, Keynote 
signed Igor Stravinsky, which was 
a start in the direction of a line of 
classical material, and added since is 
the Fine Arts Quartet. 

Actual recording and talent to be 
used for the kiddie disks isn’t blue- 
printed as yet. 


Trustee Prober 
Takes Dim View 


Of Cosmo Future 


Cosmo Records’ chances of re- 
suscitation are slight, according to 
the report turned in to U. S. district 
court, New York, last week by trus- 
tee Louis J. Castellano, appointed to 
investigate the Cosmo = situation. 
Castellano turned in an _ 18-page 
document which went out to vari- 
ous stockholders and_ subscribers, 
inviting suggestions for a plan of 
reorganization. 

In his report, Castellano scores 
the operators of Cosmo as inade- 
quately versed in the _ recording 
business. He points out that the 
gotten up prior to the 
floating of a stock issue (which the 
Securities & Exchange Commission 
has been investigating following 
complaints),did not give an accurate 
picture of the company’s status. He 
also points out to prospective re- 
organizers that “the trustee has con- 
sidered the possibility that causes of 
action may exist under the SEC Act 
of 1933.” 

Assets of the company are $68,000 
for land and pressing equipment at 
Massapequa, L. I.; 400,000 records 
valued, overall, at $20,000, and $80,- 
000 in debts “of doubtful collecti- 
bility.” Cash on hand is_ $610. 
Liabilities include $100,000 in taxes 
due N. Y. State; real estate mort- 
gages of $23,500 plus another $10,000 
in interest; chattel mortgages on 
machinery, etc., of $51,200; trade 
creditors, $135,000; disputed claims 
in litigation, $200,000. All this in 
addition to the loans of directors of 
about $250,000 plus coin invested by 
Rubin Uslander and Harry Weiner, 
principal backers of the company, 
amounting to $400,000. 








Uslander Sues Nat’l’s Green 


Rubin Uslander, director and 
stockholder of the defunct Gosmo 
Records, is suing Albert B. Green, 


prexy of National Records, in N. Y. 
supreme court seeking to recover the 
sum of $17,000 which he claims he 
made as a loan to Green in three 
different installments in July and 
August, 1946. Answering the suit,’ 
Green made a general denial of 
Uslander’s allegations and_ stated 
that the money was credited on 
Cosmo’s records as a current syndi- 
cate loan payable account. 

In answering the denial of the 
defense, Uslander charges Green’s 
claims are untrue and again charged 
that’ the money represented a per- 
sonal loan. Supreme Court Justice 
Edward R. Koch reserved decision 
last we¢k on a motion of Uslander 
for summary judgment and _ to 
strike out Green’s answer. 


—_———————— 


British Best Sheet Sellers 


(Week Ending May 15) 

London, May 16. 
Anniversary Song..... Connelly 
April Showers......... Chappell 
How Lucky You Are....Kassner 
Among My Souvenirs....Wright 
Ps ae aa Southern 
Old Lamplighter.:......... Dash 
A Little Tenderness. ..Connelly 
You Went Away...... Box & Cox 
Coes 10 CMLIBG, «oo: ones Feldman 
Stars Will Remember. .Feldman 
I Call You Sweetheart. ...Dash 


PAREPIAE | ss. 0s 5 608 Keith, Prowse 
Second 12 

Don't Fall in Love........ Wood 

Violetta a eer ee Dix 

Hi-Jig-A-Jig ........ Box & Cox 


Sentimental Reasons...Maurice 
Zip-A-Dee-Doo-Dah 
It Happens Eve@y Day...... Yale 
Rickety Rickshaw..... Southern 
China Boy, Girl. ...Macmelodies 


Open Door Richard...,.. Leeds 
BE re ee Yale 
Cet, Bee B DO. .ickcccns Feldman 
Beginning of End.......Victoria 





Dreyer-Carle Into Music Pub Biz; 
Berlin's 2 New Songs, Sets Staff 





Harms Sues Buff. Nitery 
On Infringement Rap 


Buffalo, May 27. 

In the first copyright infringement 
suit brought in the U. S. District 
Court here in several years, Harms, 
Inc. has brought suit against 
Benjamin Salemi, operator of Club 
Rainbo, for damages and a perma- 
nent injunction arising out of the 
alleged unauthorized use of “Into 
Each Life Some Rain Must Fall” 
and “As Time Goes By.” 

Harold Weisenberg, of Syracuse, is 
counsel for the plaintiffs, who ask 
the statutory damage of $250 per 
infringement. 


5 Indie Diskers 


Blacklisted by 47 
For Pay Vamp 


Hollywood, May 27. 
Musicians’ Local 47, still wielding 
the axe in its campaign of blacklist- 
ing record companies which grow 
delinquent in paying musikers for 
waxing, last week summarily boy- 
cotted five more Coast odd-labels— 
Indigo, Notable, Worldwide, Royal 

and Urban. : 
Total of 17 diskeries headquar- 
tered here now grace union’s black- 
list. Many ostensibly are in _ biz, 
peddling: product made in past, al- 
beit none is able to etch new mas- 

masters upon which music is used, 


No Sign 
Hollywood, May 27, 1947. 
Charlie Barnet and Carolyn Scott, 
his vocalist, have parted. 
Barnet drew up a contract for Miss 
Scott, but she didn’t like the terms. 
Miss Scott drew up a pact, but Bar- 








+ After an association of 25 years 


Dave Dreyer parts from Irving Ber. - 


lin to go into music publishing busj. 
ness for himself with bandleader. 
songsmith Frankie Carle as a part- 
ner. Song by Marvin Fisher, son of 
the late songwriter Fred Fisher, and 
Jack Segal, titled “For Once in Your 
Life,” becomes the new Dreyer 
Music Corp.’s No. 1 plug. 
Meantime, Berlin has extended hig 
New York visit to get a new ballad 
“Love and the Weather,” ’ 
elty “Kate (Have I Come Too Early 


Too Late?)”, rolling as his com. 
pany’s plugs into the fall. These 
mark his first plugs since “Blue 


Skies” and since he won't have a 
picture or a show score before 
Christmas, Berlin will concentrate 
on these two numbers. The vet song- 
smith, incidentally, did the unusual 
while east, of personally contacting 
the recording companies to set the 
mechanicals. Charles Saxon and 
Irvin Niles carry on professionally 
in New York; Freddie Kramer in 
Chi; and Ben Gilbert in Hollywood 
for Berlin. Dreyer took Mike Sukin 
with him from Berlin’s, and headg 
for Chi and the Coast June 15 to set 
professional men there as_ well, 
Dreyer doesn’t start in business un- 
til Aug. 1, officially, but exits Berlin 
the end of this week. Incidentally, 
his “Life” plug song has been widely 
recorded, by Carle and others. 

Berlin heads for Hollywood next 
Monday (2), to complete “Easter 
Parade” for Metro. 


Skitch Henderson 
Due for N. Y. Penn 


Skitch Henderson’s new orchestra, 
organized within the past month or 
so by the pianist-maestro, is due 
into the Pennsylvania hotel, N. Y, 
June 16, following the current 
Randy Brooks. Deal was completed 
by Music Corp. of America, which 
has been trying for weeks to put 
the new combo into the Penn’s Cafe 
Rouge as a means of helping launch 
the new name with as_much fan- 
fare as possible. 

Henderson, pianist with Frank 
Sinatra and Bing Crosby's radio 
shows in the past, is a Capitol re- 








inet didn’t like the terms. 


cording name. 





10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


1. Mam’selle (6) (Feist).............. 


2. Linda (13) (Mayfair).......6...c0ecee. ) Charles Apt . 


Dick Haymes..........Decca 
$0: ° 0 Die BAO... 4 oi «60 ocala 
... Columbia 
Charles Spivak....... Victor 


8. Heartaches (12) (Leeds) ..........0055- ; Ted Weems. ....Decca-Victor 


4. My Adobe Hacienda (7) (Peer) 


Eddy Howard......Majestic 
{ Eddy Howard.....,.Majestic 


*eeeceee* ) Dinning Sisters......Capitol 


5. That's My Desire (7) (Mills).......... 5 scrg Laine... ...Mercury 


Sammy Kaye......... Victor 


6. Sunday Kind of Love (4) (Maurice).... a Stafford...... ....Capitol 


Claude Thornhill. .Columbia 


7. If I Had Life Over (4) (General)..... } buds Vincent, .20th-Century 


8. Across Alley From Alamo (3) (Capitol). 


9. Red Stockings, Green Perf’e (3) (Morris) 


10. Anniversary Song (17) (Mood). 


Buddy Clark....,.Columbia 


{ Mills Bros....... ».... Deca 
) Woody Herman. ...Columbia 


{Ray McKinley......Majestic 
) Tony Pastor.......Columbia 


{ Al Jolson............-Decca 


ee eeeees 1. Tex Beneke.......... Victor 


Coming Up 


Chi Baba, Chi Baba (Oxford). 


I Wonder, I Wonder, I Wonder (Robbins). 


§ Perry Como....-+++- . Victor 

**** ) Blue Barron........-M-G-M 
{ Martha Tilton.......Capitol 
‘) Tony Pastor....,..Columbia 


Peg O’ My Heart (Robbins)............0004 } Bare Dennis.......- Capitol 


Jack, Jack, Jack (Sinatra) 
I Believe (Sinatra)..... 


Time After Time (Sinatra) 


Santa Catalina (Spina). 
Roses In Rain (Barton). 


Midnight Masquerade (S-B), 


You Can’t See Sun (Simon). 


Ivy (Burke-VH) 
It’s Same Old Dream (Sinatra).. 


April Showers (Harms). 


You Don’t Learn That In School (Vanguard) 


That's Where I Came In (Robbins) . 


COOP eee eeeeer sees 
. 
ee eereeeee+eeneeer+ees 


@re@eseene 


eee sere eeeeeeee. 


Harmonicats ....Vitacoustics 


{ Andrews Sisters......Decca 

*eeree ) Jack Smith....... _, Capitol 
Frank Sinatra.....Columbia 
Frank Sinatra..,.,.Columbia 
Tommy Dorsey....-+- . Victor 
Freddy Martin.....-- . Victor 
Eddy Howard..... .Majest'c 
Frankie Carle.,....Columbia 

| Eddy Howard..... .Majestic 


Sammy Kaye.....- ... Victor 


Ink Spots......s++++«-Decca 
Vaughn Monro@...... Victor 


{Jo Stafford...... ..+-Capitol 


OOP COOH COO eeeeeeeseennes l Ziggy Elman. ........M-G-M 
cocepeceee . DeERy Dorsey....... Victor 
When Am I Gonna Kiss You (Martin) 


Freddy Martin........Victor 

bots , Dinah Shore......Columbia 
Al Jolson..... seecces eeceny 

1 Guy Lombardo.....-. .Decca 

King Cole Trio..... .Capitol 

Perry Como......:+ . Victor 
a Sart } Jo Stafford. ..... +0 «Capital, 


and a noy- . 
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Cab’s 2006 Claim Vs, Pla-Mor, K. C., 


Over ’45 Fracas Denied in Jury Trial 


Kansas City, May 27. 

of $200,000 which Cab 
Calloway sought in a law _ sult| 
against the Pla-Mor Ballroom 
were denied by a circuit court 
after two days of hearing 
ended May 21. Suit filed in 
connection with the arrest of Callo- 


Damages 


Wwas 


way, December 22, 1945, when he 
and Felix Payne, a negro acquain- 
tance, attempted to enter the ball- 


room to visit Lionel Hampton whose 


band was playing the hall at the 
time. 

Calloway asked damages on two 
counts, one of false arrest and im- 


prisonment and one of assault and 
battery with a deadly weapon, seek- 
ing $50,000 actual damages and $50,- 
000 punitive damages on each count. 
Pla-Mor contended it was forced to 
refund $2,000 in tickets when Hamp- 
ton’s band refused to-—play after the 
fracas, and a counter suit on behalf 
of the ballroom was filed seeking 
$100,000 from Calloway. This suit. 
too, was denied by the jury 
Calloway and Payne, both present 
to testify, said they had permission 
to enter 


claimed they bought tickets in or- 
der to help Hampton's gross. This 
caused them to be stopped at the 
door and led to a fracas with Wil- 
liam H. Todd, spetial officer for the | 
Pla-Mor. 

Calloway charged he suffered a 
fractured skull from a pistol butt 
yielded by Todd. Bill Mittler, the | 


maestro’s manager 
leader’s performance has been ma- 
terially slowed down since that day. 
Mittler testified that 
been able to carry a 
of a show by himself before 
Pla-Mor incident, but that during 
the past year and a half he has had 
to cut his work in half. This has 
necessitated raising the ante for sup- 
porting acts from a former $750- 
$1.350 to around $2,400, Mittler said. 


Todd 


large portion 


asserted Calloway 
by Will H. Wittig, ballroom man- 
ager. Witnesses for the defense 
testified that both had been drink- 
ing. Pla-Mor management admitted 
that Calloway was expected, but had 
failed to identify himself. Charges 
of intoxication, resisting arrest and 
creating a disturbance against Cal- 
loway and Payne were dismissed in 
municipal court Dec. 26, 1945. 

Case was heard before Judge 
James W. Broaddus. The jury de- 
liberated 80 minutes before reach- 
in? a verdict. 

Defendants in the suit were Paul 
M. Fogel, president of the Pla-Mor 
Co.,. Lula L. Fogel, Morris S. Fogel 
and L. E. Fogel, co-partners. Paul 
C. Sprinkle, attorney for the de- 
fense, in his closing argument said, 
“This is only a New York lawsuit 
transplanted in Kansas City and 
when you go to the jury room I 
want you gentlemen to take care of 
this New York situation.” 

Calloway stopped off for the trial 
enroute to the Coast for dates there. 
Payne is an employee of the De- 
partment of Labor in Washington. 


JULIE STERN PACTED 





BY BMI FOR PUB CD. 


Broadcast Music 
struction of its music 
company’s staff last week. in 
Paration for going into that field on 
a much larger scale, by signing 
Julie Stern as professional man- 
ager. Stern inked a one-year deal 
said to call for approximately $20.- 
000, salary and expenses, and im- 


began recon- 


mediately took off for the Coast 
over the weekend to talk to BML} 
men in Hollywood and Chicago. | 
In moving into the BMI orgat 
zation, from Edwin H. Morris, Stern 
takes over the spot vacated several 
weeks ago by Bobby Mellin, who 
left as professional manager of BMI 
to set up his own publishing outfit 


with BMI backing. He bought 
the Brown & Henderson catalog. He 
brings with him Harold Wald, from 
Robbins. Murray Massey 
at Morris, , 
ee ; 


an? ey 


ryt 
Out 


aoG@ Sw he «a 


here | 
jury | 
which | 


the ballroom at the time, as | 
a white dance was in progress. They | 


testified that the | 


Calloway had | 


the | 


and ; 
Payne refused to leave when asked | 


publishing | 
pre-| 


replaced | 


¢ 





Freddie Stewart Set 
W ith Capitol Records 


Freddie stewart vocal ith 
}Vvarlous name_ bands ies t with 
Tommy Dorsey, has been signed by 
Capitol Records He has already 
made his first disks f the com- 
pany. They’re to be released in mid- 
June 


Stewart has been on the Coast vir- 


tually since splitting with Dorsey, 
}making teen-age films with Mono- 
gram. 


Petrillo-AFM To 
Be Probed By 


Washington, May 27. 
Investigating employment ar- 
rangements between 
| Federation of Musicians and the film 
| studios, Rep. Richard M. Nixon (R., 
| Calif.), member of the House Labor 
Committee, planed to Los Angeles 
last week to serve aS a one-man sub- 
| committee. 
| probe AFM President 
Petrillo and all his operations be- 
appearance before’ the 


|fore_ his 
House Labor Committee, which is 


James C 


'Supreme Court ruling on the 1946 
| Lea bill. 

Meanwhile, there is talk that Rep 
| Carroll Kearns, (R., Pa.), member of 
the House Labor Committee, may be 
expelled from the AFM. Kearns, a 
| musie teacher by profession, has ac- 
| cepted an invitation to be guest con- 
ductor at Dr. Joseph Maddy’s music 
| festival at Interlochen, Mich. Maddy 
was booted out of the AFM and the 
National Music Camp at Interlochen 
placed on the “unfgir list,’ follow- 
ling a row which developed from 
| Petrillo’s banning the camp from the 


air. 


L.A. Log Hiatus 
Riles Publishers. 


New 





Some music publishers in 





week about the fact that there will 


broadcast plugs served up locally in 
the Los Angeles area during June. 
Leonard Van Berg, who operates his 
own checking system in L. A., which 
is used by Dr. John Peatman to 
compile his national list, the same 
way he uses Accurate Reporting 
Service in New York and another in 
Chicago, will be on vacation for the 
entire month and will not make his 
tabulations. 

Van Berg was ordered to rest for 
a month by his doctor, and the lack 
of coverage during that period led 
some publishers to object loudly, 
feeling that they would be cheated 
out of recognition of 
Peatman, who has no outright con- 
nection with Van Berg, pointed out 
that the major plugs originating in 
California on nationwide shows will 
still be counted, since Accurate will 
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scheduled immediately following the | 
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Impresarios of jazz concerts by 
jaZZ musicians—not to be confused 
with highly successful “jazz” con- 
certs by organized name bands 


apparently are 
less about art 


beginning to think 


and more about the 
boxoffice At least one series is 
about to don a commercial costume 
after a half dozen or so seasons of 
running swaddling clothes into rags 
trying to make a b.o. success of un- 
adulterated hot music by the coun- 
try’s best jazz names 
Most of the many jazz affairs 


staged during the recent have 
not been consistently successful at 
the b.o. because the straight method 
of presentation appealed to a minor- 
ity of jazz fans and fluffed off any 
concessions to showmanship. Such 


years 


an attitude toward the b.o. would 
have been looked upon as sacrilege 
So, after ptummeting to the b.o. 


turkey level this season, 

of jazz are interested in the 
varied showmanship being plan 
by Ernie Anderson, 


ned 


i“Freqd Robbins One-Nite Stand” 
series at Town Hall, N.s. Anderson 
has lined up a roster of topflight 


| 


Nixon was appointed to | 


variety artists to appear on his 40- 
week cycle of midnight shows for 
next fall to augment jazz men 
Besides the regular complement 
of tooters, Anderson has signed 
(Continued on ‘page 42) 


TEST SUITS 0! 





dustry. For one, 


| 
| 


York became plenty perturbed last | 


be no Peatman System tabulation of | 


|U. S. copyright is good for 
“Strong for | 


plugs. Dr. | 


log them. Too, since all publishers | 
will suffer from the temporary 
| elimination of L. A. coverage, no 


. ‘ ; 4 
individual will suffer ularly. 


parti 


Cass County Boys To 
| Do 2 Col. Oatuners 


Holl vwood Ma ét. 
Cass County Bovs. musical group 
on the Gene Autry air show, have 
been signed to a two-picture con- 
tract at Columbi Deal was made 
after group's release from a seven 
vear Republic ticket, which still had 


six years to go 

County Boys will be used in 
Smilev Burnette westerns and will 
then switch to Gene Autry for three 


tof his Columbia, releases 


_ispace iqr, 


PRE-09 SONG 
COPYRIGHTS 


VARIETY’s story last week 
forthcoming Victor recording by the 
Delta Rhythm Boys of an old George 
M. Cohan tune, “I’m Awfully Strong 
For You” (copyright 1908), pub- 
lic-domain song, so far as the 2e. 
statutory disk royalty is concerned, 
is challenged by others in the in- 
attorney Julian T. 
Abeles, who represents the Metro- 
Robbins group of publishers, also 
Edward B. Marks, and others, plans 
a test case on this issue, which has 
really never been adjudicated. 
waiting for the outcome of an action 
which Schwartz & Frohlich, at- 
torneys for the Victor Herbert estate. 
are pressing, since many Herbert 
songs antedate July 1, 1909 when the 
Copyright Act was written, entitling 
copyright owners to a 2c disk royalty. 
(A variaticn on this act, which Fred 


that the 


is a 


Waring, et al. seeks to we: be- 
cause of the growth of the diskbox 
industry, is covered in detail ps Ho 
where in this issue). 

Attorney Abeles, and other bar- 
risters in the music btisiness, con- 


tend that even if the pre-1909 copy- 
rights can’t collect 2c. per platter, 
certainly the renewal rights fall 
within the purview of the act. (A 


plus a 28-year renewal). 
You” copyright is now on renewal, 
held by Copan & Harris Music, an 
inactive catalog. 


Not Much Pop Publisher 
Representation at Chi’s 
Music Merchants Conv. 


ve of the National 





Four-day conclav 


Assn. of Music Merchants slated 
to tee off in Chicago, June 2, will 
be attended by relatively few pop | 
publishers as far is known. Aside 
rom standard pub Boosey & 
Hawkes. Mills Music will be about 
he only other Gotham publishet 
represented at the convention by al! 
ex! bit Robbins, t inderstood 


4 


planned to participate but was un- 


able to obtain space 

Among the out-of-town pop pub- 
lishe who are expected to! eC eX- 
hibits at the meet are N. M. Cole 
Chart Music. Oahu House, Willian 
Smith and Willi Music Record 
compa! d instrument manu- 
facturers have also leased 


their Wales. 


impresarios 
more } 


He is 


28 vears, | 


ARTY JAZZ EYES LONG GREEN 








Eastman to Join 
Morris in England |: 


I ee k fi, attorney Lol Val Vu 
Dlisning firms, leaves fo1 
Eng] J 1] t ( 

oin | in H. (B \ 

al sat j 24 ‘ 

I e London ar on the Co! 
tinent. Eastman’s trip is a combi 
tion vacation and work jaunt, the 
latter involving paper work yet to 
be cleaned up concerning the for- 
mation of Morris, Ltd., last vear in 


partnership with Lopis Dreyfus 
Eastman will be abroad fow 
weeks, ° 


MPCE Penalizes 
Moe Jaffe $1,000 
For Bell Talk 


Music Publishers Contact Employ- 
ees union has slapped the heaviest 
penalty on Moe Jaffe, one of its 
members, that has ever been meted 
out by the organization’s council! for 
a rule infraction since the Three 
Suns several years ago. Jaffe 
was $1,000 after having been 
guilty of making false 
during an interrogation 
recent charges against him and 
| Georgie Joy, which case, incidental- 
| ly, was dismissed, 

Jaffe, the 
Trousers,” 
the latter, 


promoter of the | 


case 
fined 
adjudged 
Statements 


into 


“Bell Bottom 
published, and 
asked to ex- 
plain a rap involving the “cutting 
in” of two bandleaders, George Ol- 
sen and Vincent Lopez, on the song 
It was found through correspond- 


writer of 
which Joy 
had been 


ence, etc., that neither was guilty 
omen Jaffe was charged with having 
wo different versions of his story 


at separate 


the <cihagie a 


testimony trials before 


New Bank Deal 


For Musicraft 


Condition of Musicraft Records is 
still uncertain. Late last week the 
company got the promise of a loan 
of undisclosed proportions from 
Midland Marine Bank, to replace 
one supposed to nave been advanced 
almost two weeks ago by the West- 
chester County Trust, on which the 
latter backed out, preventing Mu- 
sicraft from fulfilling wired promises 
to creditors to pay off debts. 

Jack Meyerson, of Wor!d Broad- 
casting, who was mentioned several 
weeks back as a possibility to take 
over the running of Musicraft along 


with Herb Gordon, also of World, 
|; apparently is going into the Musi- 
craft setup alone. Gordon has a 
World contract until 1949. Meyer- 


son left World last week and couldn't 
be reached for confirmation, but it’s 
believed he’s headed for Musicraft. 


' If the Midland Bank deal goes 
| through, it’s possible Musicraft will 
' wind up securing all the money 


needed to reorganize the company. 
Other financial deals hinge on that, 
and still others awaited the securing 
ofa én man to run the company 


Apollo Recalls Defective 
Boswell Recordings 


Apollo Records late last week re- 
called all copies of its initial disks 





by Connee Boswell. Mechanical de- 
fects which occurred during the pro- 
re ion {rom maste1 to finished 


disks, of which 


unaware at fir 


the company appar- 


the disks to be recalled. They vw 
yw replaced this week with a fre 
serie 


Miss Boswell's initial de for 


Apollo included “Chi-Baba,” “There's 

That Lonely Feelings Aga 1.” “Passe | 
By” and “After You Got What 

~ L¥ou Wan ted.” a hatiaudl te es 


+ 


| three for 


f Wash Holds Brief Hearing on Juke 
F Tax, — Adjourns to June 4 


May 27 


anda otners ine 


Washington, 
When Congressmen 


olved met here las: Friday (23) for 


liminary hearing on two copy- 
nt Dills introduced several months 
ck by Rep. Hugh D. Scott, it came 
iT Lnat ine American Society of 
Compose Authors and Pub ers 
é \ 1 ch | VA ( ( 

t ft m e di yk One 

+ fee for the use of 

SCAP had sponsored bill 
oug! Rep. Frank Fellow of 


Maine, which duplicated the first of 


1€ two introduced bv Scott. at the 
vehest of Maurice J. Speiser, coun- 
for the National Assn. of Per- 
forming Artists. Consequently, the 
ASCAP bill was heard at the same 
t ( 
rhe lawmakers and music people 
ot little chance to chew over the 
proposed bills Confab, which be- 
fan at 10 a.m., didn’t last much 


longer than 90 minutes Hear 


vas adjourned until June 4 vith 
ly Fi d Waring having been heard 
i NAPA's behalf. 
Waring supported each bill, as- 
erting that it was about time the 
outmoded 1909 copyright law was 


amended to allow the collection of 
fees for the use of recordings in 
taverns, ete., for profit. Concerning 


the second bill introduced by Scott, 
vhich seeks to give the artist 10 
records a song an “interpretative 


pyright” on his arrangement of 


it, Waring pointed out that such 
artists “have no legislative recog- 
nition of our interpretative rights in 
the U. S. and therefore have been 


unauthorized commercial 
exploitation of their efforts.” 
Favor Juke Tax 


subject to 


Though they did not get on the 
stand, brief statements were filed by 
various personalities interested in 


the proceedings. Sam B, Warner. of 
the Federal Register of Copyrights, 
is in favor of the bill to make disk- 
box operators pay for their use of 


recordings. 
the 1909 
ditions it was meant to govern have 
changed greatly since. On the other 
iand, a brief filed by the Associated 
Tavern Owners of America, opp ‘s- 
ing each bill, asserted that pa ve 
of them would “further compens:te 
a small, already well-comvensated 
group.” It was pointed out by the 
Tavern Owners that ¢ciskboxes bene- 
fited composers by furnishing an 
audience for compositions, and that 
addit‘onal costs would have to be 
borne by taprooms, since the public 


He pointed out that 
law was 36 yea 


ince 
rs old, con- 


would not pay more than the cur- 
rent nickel per disk ‘(which has 
risen lately in many quarters to 10c, 


25¢c). 
Scott himself partially refuted the 


; above by asserting that his reason 
for introducing both bills hinsed on 
the fact he was unable to find 
any reason why the creative genius 
of this country, which furnishes the 
material, should be barred from the 
benefits.” He said that taproom 


not even own their own 
diskboxes, but merely got a cut of 
income. He pointed out that disks 
could be played as often as 2°0O times 
at 5c per, while the artist and the 
owner of the music split on'y a 2¢ 
royalty between them on the original 
sale of the record. 

There were numerous other 
for and asainst the three 
Deems Taslor, ASCAP 
pointed out that giving the arti t a 
copyright on his recorded inte: ore- 
tation of a tune would place authors 
and composers at the mercy of 
artists, record manufacturers, etc. 
Decca and Columbia Recording Co. 
reps said that the time was not ripe 
position a to Dasic 
protection 


owners did 


briefs 
biils, 
pres dunt, 


to “define our 


principles of 


REVIVES BLUE RHYTHM 
BAND FOR DISKING 


Irving Mills is rev 12 the Blue 
Rhyt hn Bar id to recora fi his 
American Recordin Artists disk 
erie Bar 1 will Hye¢ ised a SNOW - 
is 10 ] t irrandel ete ind 
vill o¢ composed f studio muSI- 
Cid i 1! le fe ch { lé Fir t 
disk ive to be made thls month 

Blue Rhythm band was at one 
time a top name outfit It never 


Lused 4 ‘Mame, Jeadezyijn7 est 


ne 


SF 5 


i. m 
ey 


| 
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Music Notes 


Berle Adams and Jimmy Hilliard, Mercury Records’ chieftains, due on | 


Coast from Chi next week to supe recording sessions with Frankie Laine, 
Anita Ellis, Starlighters, Harry Geller....Julia Lee, Kansas City blues 
bawler, to Hollywood June 11 to slice four for Capitol....Derry Falligant 
this week slicing four sides for Enterprise, backed by Chuck Miller orch 
....Tex Tyler will wax oatunes for Four Star tomorrow (Thurs.).... 
Jack McClean orchestra cut four for Coast Records Monday (26).... 


Capitol went on a waxing spree last week, with Hal Derwin, Chuy Reyes, 


Pied Pipers and Buddy Cole cutting chores....Ben Selvin, Majestic’s | 
recording chief, Coasts next week for disk dates with Jack Leonard, the | 
Carmen | 


Merry Macs, Foy Willing, Eddie Dean and Martha Stewart.. 
Dragon will score Eagle-Lion’s forthcoming film, “Out Of the Blue”.... 
Buddy Pepper’ and Fred Heider have cleffed new tune, “Ride a Pink 
Horse,” for upcoming Universal-International pic of same title. ...Sports- 
men, quartet on Jack Benny airshow, inked for platters by Town and 
Country Records, Hollywood odd-label....‘“Duel In the Sun” now has a 
theme song by Maxson F., Judell, Stanley Adams and Dimitri Tiomkin, pub- 
lished by Bourne. Song has a subtitle, “A Duel of Two Hearts.” 


—— ee 


- aside Stufl—Orchestras-Music 


Plan arrived at by the American Composers, Authors and Publishers 
last week to take up the slack left by the death of general manager John 
G. Paine last month is agreed by the trade to have been a logical one. 
Instead of bringing in an outsider to handle Paine’s job, which in the past 





year or more consisted mainly of speechmaking, gladhanding and general | 


good will, the committee decided that such an outsider would very likely 


be one selected for his contacts rather than his knowledge of the music | 
Such a move would have been an affront to the men who had been | 


field. 
helping Paine run ASCAP in the past and a likely method of creating 
executive dissension. Dick Murray, Herman Greenberg, Herman Finkel- 
stein and George Hoffman therefore had all adininistrative tasks divided 
among them, and later a man will be brought in to handle public rela- 
tions. But he will have no title and will have no voice in the operation of 
the Society. 





Sammy Kaye is still discussing booking deals with agencies and person- 


alities, in preparation for leaving Music Corp. of America when his con- | 


tract with that outfit expires in the fall. He recently had some talks with 
Willard Alexander, who is booking Vaughn Monroe without agency affili- 
ations and has discussed with others the idea of coming into his organiza- 
tion and booking his outfit without agency help. Alexander himself had 
been having talks with agency men concerning an affiliation. During 
recent months he has discussed such a setup with Music Corp. of America, 


Joe Glaser’s Associated Booking Corp., and some six weeks ago discussed | 


a deal with General Artists, Nothing came of either of the ideas, however, 
just as nothing came of his talks with Kaye. 





Jack Robbins’ Hamilton S. Gordon firm publishing new edition of Ethel- 


Needed: Kiddie Section 


Saskatoon, May 27. 
A bylaw passed by city council 
makes it unlawful for’ persons un- 
der 16 to attend dances here unless 
accompanied by a parent or “re- 
sponsible person.” 


AFM Local 47 Seeing 
To It That Tooters 
Pay Taxes on Time 


Los Angeles Musicians’ Local 47 
has inaugurated: a severe penalty | 
for any member’. working film | 








studios who grows delinquent in 
paying regular 242% tax on his 
salary. For any week a musiker 


does not turn in the bite to the tax 
collector he will be fined $5. If any- 
one grows delinquent as much as 
three weeks he automatically loses 
membership not only in Local 47 
but in American Federation of Mu- | 
sicians as well. Acticn has been} 
taken by local to keep its books | 
strictly up to the moment. 

In January 47 execs were called 
red-facedly upon the carpet by 
James C. Petrillo and severely lec- 
tured for having let film employ- 
ment-taxes grow nearly $100,000 in 
arrears. 
has been feverishly rounding up the 
long-owed sums. 





Since that time the iocai | 
| Harry Owens’ crew helping over weekend. 


aomaninnnl 
. 9 
Bands at Hotel B.0.’s 
o 

Weeks Past 4 conta 

Band Hotel Played Week On Da 
Griff Williams.... Waldorf (400; $2)............ Saccsnm & 3,150 4,750 
Randy Brooks.... Pennsylvania (500; $1-$1.50).....00.. 7 1,375 11,209 
Vic Lombardo... New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50).......... 1 1,050 2.075 
Lawrence Welk... Roosevelt (400; $1-$1.50)......se00-. 8 1,475 11,959 
Louis Prima...... Commodore (400; $1-$1.50).......... 5 850 = 4.595 
Johnny Pineapple.Lexington (300; $1-$1.50)............ 27 900 26,675 





* Indicates Floor Show at Waldorf with Dorothy Sarnoff, Hermanos 
Williams Trio. Ice Revue at New Yorker. 





: Chicago 
Herbie Fields (College Inn, Sherman; 900; $2-$3.50 min.). 
last week with fine 4,900. 
Jack Fina (Empire Room, Palmer, 650; $3.50 min.), Fina kept in line 
with’3,700 take. 


Fields into 


Los Angeles 
Freddy Martin (Ambassador; 900; $1-$1.50). Sound 2,700 tabs. 
Russ Morgan (Biltmore; 900; $1-$1.50). Okay 2,100 covers 


Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 
(Chicago) 
Art Kassell (Trianon; $9.90-$1.15 min.}. Some 15,000 for the week. 
Phil Levant (Blackhawk; 500; $2.50 min.). Things spryer with act policy 
back; 3,100. 
Teddy Phillips (Aragon; $0.90-$1.15 adm.). 


Healthy 16,000. 


(Los Angeles) 
Aivine Rey (Aragon, B, Ocean Park, 4th wk). Around 4,000, okay, with 
Bigtime reopening of adja- 
cent Casino Gardens cutting in here. 


Charlie Baynet (Meadowbrook, B, Culver City, 3d wk). Band and 





OL’ SATCHMO TO LEAD 
NAMES FOR CONCERTS 


Louis Armstrong’s performance at 
Town Hall, New York, last week, 
which drew raves from critics, has 
just about convinced the maestro 
that this form of endeavor is worth 
some attention. He is planning a series 


of concert appearances, using a hand- | 


ful of established star soloists to 


help both at the b.o. and onstage. | 


Jack Teagarden would probably be 


‘one, Sidney Catlett another. 
bert Nevin’s piano composition, “Narcissus.” His own J. J. Robbins & Co. | 
is also bringing out a new piano collection in the Gershwin idiom tagged | combo of good musicians to work | 5°", Plano; 
“Modern American Series for Piano” Tom Satterfield and Arthur Kent 
have already written pieces for it while Teddy Wilson, Walter Gross and | band only 
Eddie Heywood are readying similar works. Gordon house, incidentally, finales. 


Armstrong’s idea is to use a small 


| with him, bringing in his full-sized 


oceasionally, or for 
He feels that the concert 


is refurbishing three standard piano instruction books long in its library. | field has’ proved profitable for other 


With new format, they'll have additional numbers by Victor Herbert, 


Domenico Savino and Hugo Frey. 


| . 
| maestros, such as Duke Ellington, 


'and the same can go for him. 


vaude act policy skidding. Fewer than 2,000 last week. 

“Tommy Dorsey (Casino Gardens, B, Ocean Park, Ist wk). TD slaugh- 
| tered the opposition, reopening spot with new orchestra and drawing 
| excellent 12,000 in first full frame. 

Tony Pastor (Palladium, B, Hollywood, 4th wk). Fewer than 5,000, 


fais Boat on Hudson 


A series of Hudson river boat ex- 
cursions using jazz musicians as a 
lure is slated to start June 6 from 
Pier 83, N. Y. Rudi Blesh, who 
|conducts a jazz program on WOR, 





rr, 


Granz Seeks an Out 
On Carnegie Concerts 


Norman Granz is endeavoring to 
| duck out of two of the three more 


N. Y., is heading the cruise in con- commitments he has for lis “J: 2z 
| junction with Art Hodes. at. the Philharmonic” unit at Car- 


Initial cruise will have Sidney | Bone Hall, N. Y., as part of the “pop 
| Bechet, clarinetist; James P. John-j| concert” series now running there, 
Danny Barker, guitar; | Granz is tired after 10 we2ks on the 
|Baby Dodds, drums; Albert Nicho- | road. 
las, clarinet; and Pops Foster, bass. Granz has another date after last 
Other jazz names will guest. week's, on June 7, and another after 
Subsequent. sailings are set for | that, and doesn’t want to play them, 
June 7, 8 and three consecutive | He wants to go home and rest in 
| nights starting June 13. California. 





























and His 


Return 
Engagement 


CHICAGO 


FEATURING 





BILL SNYDER 


a 


THE DRAMATIST OF THE PIANO > 


ORCHESTRA 


MAYFAIR ROOM 


BLACKSTONE 


OPENING JUNE 


HIS NEW SINGING DISCOVERY 


RALPH STERLING 









Latest Hit Compositions 


“THE WINDOW SHOPPERS” 
“RIDIN’ THE OFF BEAT’ 
“URBAN TWILIGHT” 
““NOCTURNE”’ 











Exclusive Management 


WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY, INC. 
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our new professional chief, steps/right out with an up-to-the-minute revival of 


JOE HOWARD'S 


| WONDER WHO'S 
AISSING HER NOW. 


LYRIC BY HOUGH AND ADAMS 








FROM THE 20TH CENTURY-FOX TECHNICOLOR MUSICAL OF THE SAME NAME 


, 


RECORDINGS TO DATE [| Aled Remember It 


I Wond on, Hote Fe Ws Just in Case 
Lyric by OSs 
APOLLO—Four Vagabonds HOUGH « ADAMS Kissing Her Now 

A ‘ Mu 
COAST—Jack Mclean 7 | JOS E HOWARD 


CHORUS 
COLUMBIA—Ray Noble eS = = === 
DECCA—Ted Weems (Perry Como vocal) won-der who's 


ISS- ing her now 


DECCA—Frank Froeba 

DeLUXE—Joe Howard (Elm City Four) - 
DIAMOND—Jerry Cooper d 

HOLLYWOOD RHYTHMS—Hollywood Rhythm-Aires 
MAJESTIC—Foy Willing (Riders of the Purple Sage) 


won. der who's buy - ing the 


PILOTONE—Joseph Littau Orch. 
RAINBOW——Marshall Young 
SIGNATURE—Bobby Doyle (Ray Bloch Orch.) 
SONORA~Ben Yost Singers 


SONORA—D’Artega 





V a 
ICTOR-—Wayne King Copyright MCMIX by Chas. K. Har 


Copy: ign 1936 by Joseph E Howard 
Copyright 48signed 1936 fo Edwar M . ( or r 
d B. atks Mus: P 
’ o 


Other Great JOE HOWARD Song Hits 


From ERNESTO LECUONA’S a, ne 


Incomparable Score of “Carnival in Costa Rica” 
BE SWEET TO ME KID 
ANOTHER NIGHT LIKE THIS WHAT'S THE USE OF DREAMING 
Plus 8 Other Swell Songs—Write for Them THE UMPIRE IS A MOST UNHAPPY MAN 


EDWARD B. MARKS MUSIC CORPORATION 


York 20, N. Y.. 
RCA Building RADIO CITY | | New York ¢ 


7 
CFSE COS FESSOR DODO OHO COOH COOL” ere. 








Po Neco Cen ee IS 










POSS Cac Nera IRC be Key oe 2 
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Hawkes Reports Classical Music 
Upbeat Despite Slump in England 


“Contrasted to the marked sales 
slump of pop sheet music in Britain 
is the rising demand for contempor- 
ary classical music, according to 
Ralph Hawkes, vice-president of 
Boosey & Hawkes. This he partly 
attributed to aid received from the 


British Broadcasting Co.’s policy of | 
emphasizing classical tunes plus a) 


desire of the public to “want some- 
thing better.” 

Accompanied by Leslie Guyott. 
sales director of Boosey & Hawkes’ 
London firm, Hawkes will attend the 
Chicago convention of the National 
Assn. of Music Merchants at the 
Palmer Hotel, June 2-5. There they 
will be joined by George Cooper, 
B & H Australian director, as well 
as by Will Croombs, head of the com- 
pany’s Toronto branch. 

Hawkes disclosed that production 
of musical instruments at the British 
plant of Boosey & Hawkes, Ltd. had 


surpassed the pre-war manufactur- ! 


ing rate. Market for the company’s 
product in the U. S., he said, was 
promising especially for woodwinds. 

Already with worldwide branches, 
Boosey & Hawkes recently opened 
offices in Capetown and Buenos 
Aires. Hawkes, who returned to the 
U. S., Friday (23) aboard the Queen 
Elizabeth accompanied by his wife, 
spent four months in Britain and 
plans to remain in America until 
next fall. 


As a representative of the British | heavily attended meet in AFM his- | gravy. 





= 











BOURNE, Inc 


799 SEVENTH AVE., NEW YORK 13. N 





Performing Rights Society, Hawkes 
said he will confer with officials of 
the American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers. Talks will 
be strictly of a liaison nature as re- 
lations between the organizations, 
he noted, were quite harmonious. 








Other Foreign Pubs Here 
Of the foreign music publishers in 
|the U. S., Fred Day sailed back to 
London over the weekend but his 
co-cirector in Francis, Day & Hun- 
'ter, John, Abbott, has gone on to 
Hollywood on a business trip. Reg 
Connelly (Campbell, Connelly & Co., 
and a director in Irwin Dash Music) 





may fly back to London in the next} 
10 days or two weeks, after over a} 
|month’s sojourn in New York on} 
business. 

Alexis Albert, of J. Albert & Sons 
(Australia) music-radio and general 
| industrialist family, is presently in 
|New York. A _ third-generation 
Albert, he was quite a war hero, 
figuring in a notable naval rescue. 








' 
| 
! 


AFM CONVENTION WILL 
| HAVE BIG ATTENDANCE 


| Annual convention of the Ameri- 
| can 
ito get 
| Moose Temple, 


underway 


| 


10 Best Sheet Sellers 


(Week Ending, May 24) 


Mam’selle ........-:6. oe Feist 
RAM Aiea ce ovepsece ... Mayfair 
Adobe Hacienda........... Peer 
I Wonder, I Wonder....Robbins 
Anniversary Song......... Mood 
eo a oer .»..- sinatra 
Heartaches ...... sip ashes eae 
April Showers...........Harms 
Peg O’ My Heart...... Robbins 


Sunday Kind of Love. ..Maurice 


Second 10 





Life to Live Over...... General 
Roses In Rain............Barton 
Time After Time........ Sinatra 
Across Alley Alamo... .Criterion 
That’s My Desire.......... Mills 
Midnight Masquerade. Shapiro-B 
I'll Close My Eyes...... Maurice 
Re CeO BOOBY... cscess Criterion 
EE ee Spina 
Gloca Morra ..Crawford 
— 





Palumbo Evolves Plan - 
To Finance Student 
_ Scholarships for Needy 


Philadelphia, May 27. 


A plan to help needy college 
students get free scholarships has 
been evolved by Frank Palumbo, 
Philly nitery operator. This is the 
way it will work: 

Palumbg will for 


pay any name 


|looms as probably being the most | gate receipts will be virtually all 


| tory. It’s indicated that some 900 
| delegates will be on hand. 

While the agenda has not been 
| revealed to date, it’s understood that 
'the disk jockey. problem will be 
|threshed out, among other things. 
| AFM’s International Executive 
| Board is scheduled to convene at 
the Book-Cadillac hotel Detroit, 
| starting Monday (2),:as per the 


| usual custom. 
i rs 


Long Green 


Continued from page 39 




















| comics Willie Howard, Imogene Coca 
; and Red Buttons, and is dickering 
|for Johnny Mercer, Hoagy Car- 
| michael and the King Cole Trio. 
| In addition, he’s inked Louis Arm- 
| strong for four shows, Count Basie 
| for two, Benny Goodman and his 
| sextet, Gene Krupa, Ella Fitzgerald 
and Billie Holiday. 

Indication of the tumble in the 
jazz concert field this season is fact 
' that Norman Granz’ “Jazz at the 
Philharmonic” did in and out biz 
| over the past seasons. Mildred Bai- 
| ley’s concert at Town Hall several 
weeks ago grossed under $1,000 and 
failed to cover the nut. Only stand- 
out item of Anderson’s season was 
Armstrong’s T.H. appearance May 18 
when he packed the house with $4,- 
000 in the till. 

















Oh-KAY! YOU'VE PICKED A HIT! 


KAY KYSER presents 
JANE RUSSELL singing 


AS LONG 
AS I LIVE 


by TED KOEHLER and HAROLD ARLEN 
on COLUMBIA 37292 


MILLS MUSIC, Inc. 





1619 Broadway, New York 19, N. Y. 








DICK VOLTTER 
SUGGESTS FOR YOUR PROGR‘!: 


EXACTLY 
LIKE 
YOU | 


Music by... 
JIMMY McHUGH 


SHAPIROC-BERNSTEIN 


























EXCLUSIVE MANAGEMENT 


ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORP. 


JOE GLASER, Pres. 


745 Fifth Ave Ne 
PL,.5 


wi York 22 
S57? 


¥ ANDY KIRK 


and his “’Ciouds of Joy’’ 


featuring 


Beverly White, Candy Johnson, Ben Phigpen 


Now—APOLLO THEATRE, New York 


Decca Records Exclusively 























Proceeds are then to be 
turned over to a scholarship fund 
from which needy students will be 
able to draw. 

Several colleges in this area have 
already signed up, with the first 
dance planned for early fall. 





SANTLY-JOY’S DISNEY PIC 

Jack Lavin, doing song and other 
promotion for Walt Disney, returned 
to the Coast after setting publication 
tieups with Santly-Joy which has 
the rights~to the new “Fun and 
Fancy Free.” 

S-J also published Disney’s prede- 
cessor “Song of the South” score. 





Brown Dots shifted from Manor to 
{See records. 








Federation of Musicians slatee | band the students of a Philly school | 
June 8 at the/| choose to play at a prom or dance. 
Detroit, for week | With the music bill paid for, the 


| 





Teen-Agers Band Out 
On 2d Strike Thrown 
At Leader by L.A. ‘47’ 


Hollywood, May 27. 

As a culmination to a long series 
of troubles, the TeenAgers band, 
which has worked around Coast for 
some time with considerable initial 
success, has blown up and disbanded, 
General Artists Corp., which had 
been handling bookings, dropped the 
crew like a sizzling potato several 
weeks ago, after outfit got entangled 
in new uproar with Local 47. 

Union found Dan Terry, who has 


been leading group for last several | 


months, guilty at Trial Board hear- 
ing of permitting crew to be booked 
at last St. Patrick’s Day Police Ball, 
Phoenix, Ariz., at about $115 under 
scale. For that, and for what Local 
47 termed as falsifying testimony, 
Terry has been suspended and fined 


$350. 
In mid-winter, union found Van 
Tonkins, who originated Teen- 


Agers, guilty of long series of under- 
scale bookings.and imposed fine of 
$20,000, greatest ever affixed on a 
member of the American Federation 
of Musicians. As a result, of course, 
Tonkins was forced to drop interest 


‘in outfit. ‘Terry succeeded. Now he’s 


out and so is the band. 
Orchestra last year was a fixture 
on Hoagy Carmichael’s NBC airshow 


and built itself until it was getting | 
$750 for one-niters hereabouts, chief- | 


ly from schools. 


ASCAP TO SWITCH 
EVALUATION METHOD 


American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers has advised 
its member pubs that, beginning 
with the revenue distribution for 
the second quarter, there will be 
changes in the method of evaluating 
performance credits of tunes. New 
rules concern mostly the credits to 
be given songs that are used as 
theme tunes on radio shows, and 
melodies used as the basis of jingles 
on spot announcements. 

Other new rules involving minor 
changes cover copyrighted new ar- 
rangements of public domain music, 
and concert and chamber music 
items. All of the revisions are 
comparatively minor. 3 











ee 


\James’ Price 


May Soar Again 


Bridgeport, May 27, 
Harry James has done so wel 
on the average, during his ina 
nighter trip through the south and 
east that his ideas about the Sales 
value of his band are going up 
again, he revealed here while play. 
ing the Ritz Ballroom Thursday 
(28) evening. He didn’t have much 
to say regarding the lowering of his 
|one-nighter guarantee to $2,000 and 
| $2,500 from the $4,000 it was 
| pegged at last year, but he did 
‘state that his location price would 
be a minimum of $12,500 weekly 
(which is still lower than some 
ates he played last season.) He 
expects to return here in July or 
later for more bookings, at Stee] 
| Pier, Atlantic City, and others. 


James didn’t do so well at the 
b.o, here; he drew between 1,300 
and 1,400 patrons at $1.80, including 
tax and coatroom charge. In New 
York the previous night (Wednes. 
day), de didn’t do so well either, 
He drew a gross of $2,100, and the 
| promoter dropped a cool $2,000 on 
‘the affair, played at Manhattan 
| Center. 
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TOP HIT OF YESTERDAY 


GREAT. POPULAR 
STANDARD TODAY 









Recorded by 


Robet Merl 


RCA-VICTOR RECORD 
NO. 10-1313 


THE 
WHIFFENPOOF 
SONG 














Songs With Largest Radio Audiences 


The top 32 songs of the week, based on the copyrighted Audience Cov- 
erage Index Survey of Popular Music Broadcast over Radio Networks. 
Published by the Office of Research. Inc., Dr. John G. Peatman, Director. 

Survey Week of May 16-22, 1947 


a Sunaey Kind of loves |. 6 tec cis cs eee eee eas Maurice 
Bitter Gratuation Dae 32. 65s. ss occ ek i802 Bab RAS OE ale ae T. B. Harms 
Alexander’s Ragtime Band........ +s s:d:6.ghes Cee . Berlin 
Anniversary Song—i“Jolson Story”...............0.. Mood 
April Showers—t“Jolson Story”... ..... ...ccccoccccacccecs Harms 
As Long AsN’'m Dreaming—i“Welcome Stranger”..,... .-Burke-VH 
Ask Anyone Who Knows....... ........ 'e:0ls Rig watemins Weg ees Witmark 
Beside You—;“My Favorite Brunette”........ rea Cee T Pe Famous 
ee RD ok as sae ies Av ic dees i Real eee Oxford 
MOM erate Ch. iG ae “als VaR os 0 ath were. e. 4 Mine Maree Leeds 

I Believe—i“It Happened in Brooklyn”................ eee. Sinatra 
See Oe ee BP CO saci ekbs + ek ci cae ieee Harms 
mane 20 Sneek Your Pelles..; 04. Gorccicctewncnestou Oxford 

5 Wouder't Wonder | Wonder: <5 0.) cos. oR See Robbins 
If This Isn't Love—*“Finian's Rainbow" ......2.25545:. Crawford 
4 EI GaN 5 V6 8UTe bebe. ccc Pade cea tnaeee eee London 
pave we Good Day,,.. ...- 6.5) ait. 6 wedeece ee teen Capitol 

| It's the Same Oid Dream—+“It Happened in Brooklyn”, ... Sinatra 

| Linda Pe, eres .cheenbnd ddee: waksaaaue verses Sees Morris 

| Mahzel CUS DSc KEAN O4CSER SOE Ha HES 10b bebe es REE Feist 

LSS ee: ee ae ee eS Miller 

| sa MU cciis bp cpaneedt<iceleed ta. . < ee xe seine 

| eee MEMOGMOIROR iia i cesecieek aca wat ee iro- 

Lip Adobe Marletde. 5.6.6.0 ic. ok scctebesc ede ee ey 
OE 6s 4 neendpte Wve csiccdosadeian we ... Robbins 
eS ag IP ae ee ea TET ee eS Warren 
mee Wrens S OIRO ED incicd.  ccccce cc case Tae 
Time After Time—i"It Happened In Brovkiyn” (7) 5-..; 48 Sinatra 








54 W. Randolph St. 


You'll Know When It Happens 


(Peatman). 
Across the Alley From the Alamo 


At Sundown—*“Fabulous Dorseys” 
Deep Down In Your Heart.... he 
Dresms Are a Dime a Dozen.... 


If I Had My Life To Live Over 
I'll Close My Eyes 
It's Dreamtime .... 
ie ae 


Passing By 


Stella By Starlight .... 


That’s My Desire .... 








Chicago 


t Filmusical. * Leyit, Musicat 


The remaining 18 songs of the week, from 


Almost Like Being In Love—* “Brigadoon” 


How Are Things tn Glocca Morra -*“ Finjan’ i *s 
Are g x é ree an’s Rainbow” . 

I Can’t Get Up the Nerve To Kiss You...... 

I Won't Be Home Anymore When You Call 


TR ae ices eso QFONGral 
eens ecay cates oad 00s 05s 6 9 6p Ce 


CPC HOSP SOSCERESECHO Ses 


My Heart Is a Hobo—i“Welcome Stranger” 


Red Silk Stockings ae Ph Piha Tao HERO Cs Oss $04 sR Chappell 


That’s How Much | Love You.... Ripe 


Would You Believe Me—+“Love ‘and Learn’ 


We Could Make Such Beautiful Music................. .... BMI 
When Am I Gonna Kiss You Good Morning 
You Can't See the Sun When You're Crying 


. Martin. 





the copyrighted AC 


seawgekeete Criterion 

» Vv eee eee 

ou terieel Feist 
teabic S60 Ree 
PeOas ve sib sa wa Root Criterion 
. .Crawford 
s+eee ee. Santly-Joy 
Aas Simin 54 kee Santly-Joy 


ee. ee Santly-Jov 
Pee Manor 
OS ee ee ee Burke-VH 


Ee ET TE TE Pe Morris 


Lereeene ? & 


(Baa! Baa! Baa!) 


Words ond Music by 
Minnigerode, Pomeroy and Galloway 







MILLER MUSIC ‘CORPORATION 


NEW YORK 19 


1619 BROADWAY * 
NORMAN FOLEY, Gen. Prof. Mgr 











| CAN'T GET 
UP THE NERVE 
TO KISS YOU 


SANTLY-JOY 


TOMMY VALANDO, Gen. Prop. Mgr. 
1619 Broadway bd New York 























A Campfire Love Story 


RED 
WING 


The Famous Indian Song 


All Material Available 
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PAULL-PIONEER MUSIC CORP. 
1657 Broadway New York:19. N. Y: 
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Ice Shows Easing B.0. Augurs 
Shift to Wider Use of Star System 


Ice show operators and arena 
managers believe a critical tufn will 
take place in the blades business 
during next season. Belief is predi- 
cated on the general slump in all 
Jines of showbusiness and the fact 
that most icers have been seen in 
all major territories. 

Next season’s developments are 
seen as setting the course of ice 


shows for years to come. Chief 
premise for change in accepted 
courses is based on the fact that 


until now, the tank shows have been 
gold on strength of production, cos- 


qumes and novelty contained in the | 


skating angles. With the exception 
of Sonja Henie, show operators have 
played down casts, consequently no 
b.o. names have been built up in the 
field. 

It’s therefore felt that if ice shows 
are to continue successfully, possible 
names must be selected and built to 
b.o. proportions. It’s pointed 
that Skippy Baxter, Donna Atwood, 
Freddie Trinkler, Four’ Bruises, 
among others are possible candidates 
for big b.o. status. There also are 
other promising skaters among the 


younger ones who could be built into | 


valuables. 

So far the advantages of publi- 
cising the show instead of the casts 
has been obvious for the operators. 
By lack of_name buildup, salaries 
have been kept in bounds. As long 
as the show itself is-considered the 


out | 


| main lure,“ ice producers, generally, 
do not attempt to steal talent from 
other shows—therefore competitive 
angle is out. Again the skaters 
themselves are afraid to shift shows, 
| because of the fact that frequent 
| Switching for more coin might cause 
| them to lose disfavor with the four 
| major producers in the field. . 


However, if an anticipated slump 
| comes next season, a boost into star 
status for some skaters is likely with 
a consequent revamping of the gal- 
ary situation. Current status of icers 
parallels the early days of films 
when pictures sold on their novelty. 

There has been a general slacken- 
ing of takes for “Ice Capades,” 
Follies” and “Holiday on Ice.” 
Cycles,” second show 
Managers Assn., which produces 
“Ice Capades,” is reported to have 
| lost money last year, it’s initial sea- 
son Of operation. 


“Tce- 
of the Arena 





Minneapolis, May 27. 
| “Holiday on Ice,” ice show, local- 
ily owned, produced on a much 
| smaller scale than the “Ice Follies,” 
'also of Twin City origin, just com- 
pleted an 18-day engagement at the 
National Stadium, Mexico City, where 
it played to capacity, grossing $308,- 
000. Show, which sets up its own 
| portable 13 by 120 feet sheet of ice, 
|also has been playing to-capacity in 
| all other stands, it’s claimed by 
Maurice Chalfen, one of the owners. 











CONCERTS 
Mey 30th, Duluth; June 2nd, Port 
Arthur, Canada; June 3rd, Winnipeg: 
June 4th, Regina. 


Mgt.—UNIVERSAL ATTRACTIONS | 


565 Fifth Avenue. New York 


meamernn 


“Ice | 


Soph Tucker, Lewis Set 
For Piping Rock, Saratoga 


Lou Walters, who's again behind 
the operation of the Piping Rock 
Inn, Saratoga Springs, N. Y., has set 
Sophie Tucker and Joe E. Lewis for 
that spot. Miss Tucker is slated for 
opening bill on Aug. 1, Lewis will 
come in Aug. 16. 

Spot is slated to open earlier, but 
until the track opens will run with 
small shows. 








Carroll Fires 
Standby Tooters, 
AFM Strike Looms 


Hollywood, May 27. 
shutdown of the Earl 
Carroll theatre - restaurant here 
looms. Carroll has told three stand- 
by musicians slipped him last March 
4 by Local 47 of the American: Fed- 
eration of Musicians, that they were 


Possible 


through as of Saturday ight past. | able to attend such meetings of their 
|} Sidemen showed up again for Sun- | branches 


| issued. Via such balloting, members 


day soiree, however, and Carroll 
refused to pay them, saying he was 
fed up with union’s “featherbedding 


| tactics” and that business didn’t 

| Warrant their staying on. 

} Carroll handed official notice of 
the firing to Ward Archer, house 
contractor for local. Last time it 
happened, local toppers told bistro 

| operator if he didn’t augment his 


13-piece band by three men they’d 
pull orch, and that stagehands would 
walk out in sympathy. 





Union Halts Hawaiian Trek 


Till Producer Posts Bond 


American Guild of Variety Artists 
stepped in and stymied E. K. Fer- 


vaude troupe to Hawaii sans union 
pact and posting of security cover- 


ing salaries and transportation of 
acts. 
AGVA rep in San Diego, from 


which troupe was embarking, held 
up sailing until Fernandez 
| bond. 








| ratification 


| officers 


| 


nandez, Coast producer, from taking | 


posted | 


AGVA Gets 4A’s Blessing For 
National Convention in August 


Another switch in modus operandi , duration with opening sessions given 


. ° j 
for forthcoming national convention 


of Ameriéan Guild of Variety Art- 
ists may set the confab back until 
mid-August. Original plans had 
penciled it in for Chicago latter part | 
of next month, but according to Matt | 





Shelvey, national head of AGVA, | 
other pressing union matters and | 
Rigantic task of setting up conven- | 
tion machinery warrants its being 
deferred to later date. 

After mulling several plans of | 
procedure, Shelvey has now hit upon | 
final one which was okayed this 
week by Associated Actors and Art- | 
istes of America, parent union, 
which gave AGVA the go-ahead 
| signal. 

New plan calls for mass member- 
ship meetings in all of the 32 
branches of AGVA throughout the 
country to elect delegates to the 
convention. Latter will nominate 
officers and governing board from | 


convention floor.” For members un- 


absentee ballots 


will be 


will 
the 


assign their voting powers to 
delegates which circumvents 
vote after the elections 
as had been formerly planned. Both 
and governing board will 
be honorary posts. Shelvey is not a 
candidate for any office but may re- 


over to submission of new constitu- 
tion and by-laws for ratification by 
the delegates, with latter days be- 
ing devoted to nominations and elec- 
tions. Affair will be climaxed by a 
banquet in the convention city, un- 
decided upon as yet. 


Doomed Chi Ex-Nitery Op 
Dies of Heart Attack, 
Cheating Executioner 


Chicago, May 27. 

Julius (“Dolly”) Weisberg, for- 
mec owner of the Chi swank bis- 
tros, 885 and Colony Club, cheated 
the electric chair by two days. He 
was to be electrocuted for killing 
of James McKnight, auto salesman, 
on Friday (23), but he died of a 
heart attack in his cell late Tues- 
day (20) night. 

He had just been turned down on 
his second appeal to the U.S. Su- 
preme court. 


Nicholas’ London Date 








Nicholas Bros. have been signed 
for the second vaude show at the 
Casino theatre, London, slated to 


start Aug. 4. 
Initial vauder starts there June 9 











main as national head of union if so | with Chico Marx. Peggy Ryan and 
chosen by officers and governors Gloria Jean featured. Other U. S. 

Convention will be of a week’s' names still to be booked. 
— — —4 








lovely Lady 
of Song 


JANE 


JOHNSON 








New York Rep.: EDDIE SMITH AGENCY 





Bach to Boogie 
Marimbist 


GEORGE 


GUEST 


Chicago Rep.: PHIL TYRRELL 
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THE 3 LIND BROTHERS 


America’s Greatest Singing Trio! 


One Siiash Engagement After Another 
in the Night Clubs of America 


¥*& Latin Quarter... 


at 

















FEATURED IN UNIVERSAL-INTERNATIONAL PICTURES 


SOON TO BE HEARD ON RECORDS 


Bookings..........+ Music Corporation of America 
Personal Manager, Phil Shelley ..... Hollywood, Cal. 
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¥ Latin Quarter...........New York 
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X Town Casino..............Buffalo 


* Bal Tabarin..........San Francisco 
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29 Chi Niteries Closed by Cops 
For Operating Without Licenses 


Chicago, May 27. 
Randolph Street, Chicago’s Broad- | agreement. 

way, dimmed its lights last Wednes- Permit system, which has been 
day (21) as police closed lounge| used while buildings are being re- 
after lounge for not having current | paired to correct fire and health vio- 
licenses. Although other bistros | lations, and which aldermen claim 
were violating closing hour laws, no| has grown to proportions of a 
violations of this sort were found | racket, will undergo investigation, 
on the Loop strip. But 29 of the| and if spots cannot be repaired to 
latter spots were caught operating | meet requirements they will be 
without current licenses. | closed. 


puta free 0's MEX NITERIES PLUNGING 


had a right to make any such 








plan to eliminate “permit” system 
and to get needed revenue for off- 


balanced budgets. Only name spot 

violating closing hour law was ON ACTS DESPITE SLUMP 

Colisimo’s. 29 R 
Probe Chi Stadium License Despite slump in nitery biz in 


Mexico City, which has prompted 
most spots to revise prices and drop 
minimums, A. C. Blumenthal, who 
in 1941 pioneered the high priced 
spots with the opening of Ciro’s, 
will not retrench 
for this spot or any 
operations. 


He’s currently 


Meanwhile two probes started last 
week into why the 18,000-seat Chi- 
cago Stadium has operated since 
1940 without payment of city license 
fees and why other sports arenas 
were allowed to operate on permit 
basis. Disclosure that Chi Stadium | 
and others were operating without 
paying fees came when new mayor 


of his other 


dickering with 


| ® roe 4 
checked on sources of income to bal- | Lena Horne and other topliners for | 


Stadium. | Ciro’s, probably prompted by the 
'terrif biz Katherine Dunham and 
| her dance troupe have been doing 
in Mex theatres. 


ance lop sided budget. 
besides housing sporting events, also 
books circuses and iceshows. 

Stadium had been absolved of 
payment of fees by previous city | Club Monte Carlo, _ Reynosa, 
administration on grounds that its| Mexico, recently refurbished by 
use for Democratic and Republican | Ruben Gonzales, its operator, has in- 
rallies and charitable occasions gave | stalled floorshows. Latter pacted 
it a status of a quasi-public building.| minimum basic agreement with 
Probers claim that such classifica- | American Guild of Variety Artists 
tion was illegal and that no mem-/|this week and posted blanket cash 
ber of the former administration! security for acts booked in. 


“The Velvet Fog” 


Arrives in New York __. 














LTORME 


OPENING 


at Monte Proser's 


COPACABANA 


THURSDAY, MAY 29th 


Personal Managementi CARLOS GASTEL 
Direction: GENERAL ARTISTS CORP, 


EXCLUSIVE METRO-GOLDWYN-MAYER ARTIST 








on talent budget! 











Delmonico Takes Over 
Riley’s Spa Nitery 
Al Delmonico, New York and 
Florida restaurateur, has leased 
Riley’s Lake House, Saratoga 
Springs, N. Y., and will re-name it 
Delmonico’s. 
| He plans to open June 16 with 
name band and acts. 


iain Due In 


Philly Union Row 








Showdown in the long-drawn ju- 
ricdicitional dispute between Ameri- 
can Guild of Variety Artists’ na- 
tional body and Philadelphia local of 
union is set for today (Wed.) when 
Judge Harry 8. McDevitt in Com- 
mon Pleas Court, Philly, is skedded 
to hear argument on whether or not 
Philly local shall be granted plea 
for injunction against national body, 
restraining it from takeover of af- 
fairs of the local. 

Two separate actions had 
| filed by Philly group some weeks 
‘ago, for both temporary and per- 
|manent injunctions against the par- 
ent union. McDevitt has telescoped 
| them into single suit. It’s figured 
lease will be disposed of in 
days. 


been 


Action stems from national body | the event. 


| dismissing Dick Jones, head of Phil- 
l ty local, and taking over its affairs. 
| Jones refused to quit and filed court 
action. 
| 


‘Army Reunion Show, 
With Jack Benny, To 





Kansas City, May 27. 

Jack Benny and a number of pic- 
iture people will contribute their 
services to head up entertainment 
; set up here for the first postwar re- 
union of the 35th Division, 
June 5-7. Benny will emcee the 
opening show and may be on hand 
‘for the other two days. 

Show is being staged by the 35th 
{in eo-operation wit) “American Aid 
to France,” which will receive funds 
raised by the performance. Show 
will be open to the public and is to 
be staged in the arena of the Munic- 
ipal Auditorium (seating capacity 

10,000) at $3.75 top. Proceeds will go 
to add a wing in the name of the 
35th to the hospital already author- 
ized by the French government to 
| be built at St. Lo, the scene of the 
| division’s heaviest fighting. 

Other picture names set for the 
show include Marjorie Reynolds of 
the Par roster, and Ronda Fleming 
,of the Selznick studios. Guy Madi- 
;}son and Jane Pickens are also ten- 
| tatively set. Music will be by Del 
|Courtney’s orchestra. A French 
show unit also is being flown here 
from St. Lo. Other American acts 
‘also are being set. 

Personalities who are scheduled 
‘to be on hand for the celebration in- 
clude President Truman, General 
Eisenhower, Henri Bonnet, French 
ambassador; Georges Levalley, 
| mayor of St. Lo; and the governors 
i= Nebraska, Kansas and Missouri, 
| whose states furnished men for 
| the 35th. 


‘Acts Holding Bag On 
Losses in Coney Cafe Fire 


Performers appearing at the Sham- 
rock House, Coney Island, when spot 
was razed by fire sone weeks ago, 
are holding the bag on losses of 
costumes, music, musical _instru- 
ments and other effects destroyed in 
the fire, since place did not carry 
insurance, 

Heaviest loser was Julia Gerity, 
songstress, who had opened at nitery 
on 10-weeks’ contract 
p 2vious to the holocaust.. All of 
her gowns, orchestrations and spe- 
cial material numbers went up in 
the blaze, with the special stuff ir- 
replaceable, 


A.C, Still Waiting To See 














Atlantic City, May 27. 

| With the bangtails back to the At- 
| lantic City Racing Assn.’s track here, 
| amusement folk will, at the conclu- 


position to tell whether or not rac- 
ing hypos biz. 

Amusements, niteries particularly, 
should get good play from 50,000 
| Visitors here for week’s 
Shriners. 


Build Hospital Fund 


two nights | 


sion of this 21-day meeting, be in a | 





| 


| 
j 
} 


| 


two | benefit when so many 
prominent men were identified with | 








How Racing Affects Biz. 


session ofe 


| 
| Three parades will be held, one, 


expected to last seven hours, 


Lou Walters Hits Sharply at Benefits 
In Rap at ‘Loyaltown’ Camp Backers 


Lou Walters, Latin Quarter, N. Y., 
operator, who for the past few 
weeks has been crusading against 


benefits in which everyone else but: 


actors are paid, reopened the ben- 
efit discussions with a reply to a 
letter sent him by Nat Abramson, 
head of the WOR Artist Bureau 
who chairmanned a testimonial din- 
ner to Irving Geist, a manufacturer, 
on May 18. 

Walters had protested this event 
as well as other benefit shows in 
prior letters to Paul Dulzell, presi- 
dent of the Associated Actors and 
Artistes of America, Theatre Au- 
thority and 
Variety Artists. 

Abramson’s letter stated that 
Walters was misinformed regarding 
the event which was given on be- 
half of Loyaltown, a free camp for 
the poor. Many prominent men, 
Abramson said, were identified with 
the project, proceeds went solely to 
the charity and the affair gave em- 
ployment te cooks, waiters, musi- 
cians, etc. 

Walters decried the necessity of a 


“All these 1,000 men 


which sum, I am sure, 
than cover the cost of the project 
of which you are so fond. 


“It is ridiculous to assume that just | 


because a prominent man’s 
is on the letterhead, 
supposed to send actors out to work 
for nothing. Just because a promi- 
nent man’s name 
head, must Theatre Authority give 
permission? The contrary is true. 
The more prominent the list the 
more money they can raise without 
asking actors to work for nothing. 


“You say that this dinner gives 
employment to waiters, cooks, etc.” 
You are right it does, and it pays 


PACT OLSEN & JOHNSON 
FOR ROXY, N.Y., AT 166 


Ole Olson and Chick Johnson have 
been signed for the Roxy theatre, 


name 





the American Guild of | 


them... and if you pay cooks 
waiters, why don’t you pay actors,” 

Walters disputed the assertion 
that all receipts of the Geist dinner 
went to charity. He charged that 
approximately 20% of the take 
reached that goal. He charged the 
other 80% went to caterers, mugj. 
cians, hotel, etc. “If Mr. Geist is so 
eloquent that he can raise 


and 





. money 
|for all these things (a sy imming 
pool at Halloran hospital, Four 


Chaplains Fund) let him use hig 
}eloquence to persuade his guests to 
pay an extra dollar or two go that 
actors will not have to work free.” 

Walters’ erusade against benefits 
started out on the premise that 
cafes were suffering because of the 
huge number of free shows. and 
| resultant loss to the cafe industry 
| because many prospective patrong 
after seeing a star at a free affair 
| would not go to the cafe where the 
performer was working. 


| In recent months, the number of 


| benefits has been growing, accord« 


jing to Walters, and he figured that 


the ever present evil had’ again 


wealthy and | ene too far. 


Discussions were heightened last 


| week when a N.Y. columnist stated 
would have to do is give a mere|that complaints had come in because 
$100 each and you will have $100,000 | Bing Crosby and Al Jolson refused 


will more | to play benefits 


that we are| 


is on the letter- | 


| 


N. Y., for two weeks and options in | 


July.. Deal calls for $16,000 weekly, | 


out of which the comics will pay | 


their numerous stooges. 


Roxy date is O&J’s first vauder in | 


some years. Duo toured vaude with 
the “Hellzapoppin’” unit in 1938, 


and subsequently took that outfit into | 
legit, where it remained for four | 


years. Comics only date since their 
legit work has been in their eurrent 
Carnival, N. Y., date, which started 
— this year and will wind June 





N. Y. Cap Resumes Acts 
With Lombardo June 5 


Capitol, N.Y., resumes stage 
shows June 5, when Guy Lombardo 
and orch will topline bill. 

In addition to the Lombardo erew, 
bill will include Jane Carroll, sing- 
ing comedienne, and Lathrop & Lee. 

“High Barbaree” (M-G) replaces 
“Duel” on screen. 





SLUM JEWELRY 


5 Lbs. Slum Jewelry, $10. 
1,000 Costume Jewelry 
Stones, $3. 


COMPLETE 
WRIST WATCHES . 
5 Swiss in white cases need- 
ing minor repairs, $15. 8 
used running Ingersol pocket 
and wrist watches. Need 
some minor repairs, $6. 


B. LOWE, Dept. VY 
Holland Bidg., St. Louis, Mo. 


= and entertain at 
military installations. Both Crosby 
and Jolson entertained overseas 
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COMEDY 
PATTER 


For All Branches of Theatricals 
FUN-MASTER GAG FILES 
Nos. 1 thru 13 for $10.00 
Nos. 14 thru 22 @ $1.00 each 
“BOOK OF BLACK-OUTS" 
3 Vole. @ $20.00 Per Vol., or 
$50.00 for 3 Vols. 
“BOOK OF PARODIES" 
10 Sock Parodies for $7.50 
"HOW TO MASTER 
THE CEREMONIES" 


(How to Be an Emcee) 


$3.00 Per Copy 


No C.0.D.’s on any material! If en 
route, also send permanent address. 


PAULA SMITH 
200 W. 54th St., Mew York 19, N.Y. 


—+ 

















THERE'S ONLY ONE 


FRANCES 
FAYE 


Direction: M.C.A. 
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WANTED EXPERIENCED 
TAP TEACHER 


Male or Female, for Adults, Children, 


Beginners, Advanced. Salary or Cow. 
State age and Qualifications. 
BUD MURRAY STUDIOS 


122% S. Vermont Ave. 
Los Angeles 4, Cal. 








_—_—_—SSESEE 


—HILDEGARDE— 
Recommends 


LEO KAHN 


VOCAL COACH AND AKRANGER 
210 West 54th St. Circle 6-3973 
New York City 
BY APPOINTMENT 

















ATTENTION 


See page 70 in June issue of 
Esquire Magazine 


DON COSTELLO 
Recently completed 14 weeks at the 
Glass Hat, New York. 

Rep.: JACK DAVIES 

48 W. 48th St., New York 
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Direction MATTY ROSEN 





Curry, Byrd » Le Roy 


“BEDLAM IN THE BALLROOM" 
ON TOUR 


CLUB-DATES HAKKS GREEN 
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BERNARD DELFONT 


PROUDLY PRESENTS 


(STAN) : (OLIVER) 





After three capacity 
weeks London Palladium 
immediately secured by 
Prince Littler for special 
vaudeville season Lon- 


don Coliseum 

















BOOKED IN ENGLAND TILL SEPTEMBER 
AND THEN FRANCE, BELGIUM, SCANDINAVIA 


CONCEDED BY THE ENTIRE ENGLISH PRESS TO BE THE GREATEST FILM AND VAUDEVILLE ATTRACTION TO PLAY 
ENGLAND iN THE LAST TWENTY YEARS 


Exclusive European Representative: BEN W. SHIPMAN America: 
HARRY FOSTER LAUREL AND HARDY FEATURE PRODUCTIONS WILLIAM MORRIS 
511, Pacific Mutual Buildings, Los Angeles 
Calif., U. S. A. 
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Night Club Reviews 


Old Knick, N. Y. 


“The Drunkard,” with Clara Ced- |W! 


: | 
Claire Bennett, 
Tormsen, 


Tore, 


Norval 


Lyle Clark, 
Jerry Pearlman, | 
“abe Browning, Charles Cook, | 

aul Killiam; Frances Cassard, Her- | 
bert Hecht, “Curley” Green; no min- 
imim. except Friday, $1.50; Satur- 
days: $2. 





This eastside nitery has undergone 
change of policy since teeing off 
some months ago with revival of 
“Naughty Naught” at $3 admission, 
plus fancy prices for food and 
drinks, which didn’t pay off. Paul 
Killiam, 2perator, has since revised | 
this and seemingly has come up|! 
with a happy medium that should | 
click. Spot now operates as nitery 
sans admission tap, menu and drink 
prices considerably sliced, and is| 
doing business, particularly hefty on | 
weekends. 

With decor and layout practically 

carbon of either the old Atlantic 

Biccdien or Koster & Bial’s of the 
aslight era, Killiam has spotted 
TAs Clark’s tab version of “The 
Drunkard” as the piece de resist- 
ance of the show bill, performed on 
miniature stage. In scenic investi- 
ture, costumes and script, it’s re- 
puted to be the original version 
done by P.T. Barnum in 1840. To 
be sure it’s corny—and meant to be} 
—but they eat it up. It’s especially 
well done by cast enlisted, although 
some may mistake the posturing in- 
terpretation of cast to be a new 
ballet treatment. 

There’s also an olio in which cast 
members of “Drunkard” double on}! 
the variety fare. Clark and Clara} 
aden do okay on “Heaven Will | 

rotect the Working Girl,” ensem- | 
ble contribs “Bushes at Bottom of | 














HELENE and HOWARD 


‘Comedy Dance Antics’ 
Currently 
Week May 28 
OLYMPIA, MIAMI 


Dir.: MATTY ROSEN 


| versatile t Lt 
, Feel a Song Coming On, 


| personal 

















CHICAGO 


Variety, May 21. 


“ 
more. 


pull yocks all the way.” 


tavorite Jack Durant." 





"Calcutta," with Jack Durant heading stage show at the 
Chicago ... stalwart $55,000." 


Variety, April 23, Copacabana, Chicago. 


"Ace comic Jack Durant... has the house yelling for 


Billboard, April 19, Copacabana, Chicago. 
“Comic Jack Durant put out his best effort in years to 


Chicago Herald-American, April | 1, Copacabana, Chicago. 
"Comedy high-lighter of the entire revue is the Chicago 


Chicago Daily News, April 17, Copacabana, Chicago. 


"Jack Durant, who looks like Clark Gable even when not 
trying, keeps comedy vein throbbing." 


Direction: WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 


the Hill,” Jerry Pearlman follows 
oldie ballad, while Lorraine 
Browning does a Lotta Faust version 
of “Boom-De-Ay” with usual Gay 


| °90’s frills. 


Added starters are Frances Cas- 
sard, tallish blonde late of “Song of 
Norway,” who gopranoes “My Hero” 
and others; Bob Henry, comic, who 
rigs radio commercials and George 
Jason for the ballads. All turn in a 
crowd-pleasing job. 

Show is continuous with stage 
productions spaced by old-time films, 
with Killiam carrying on comedy 
commentary. There’s also commu- 
nity sings wherein patrons are given 
an opportunity to warble via hand- 
mike as Killiam passes among audi- 
ence. It all adds up to plenty good 
fun 

Informality of spot, its entertain- 
ment and revised prices should set 
it as a profitable operation. Edba. 


Samovar,. Mont’l 
Montreal, May 24. 
Premice (2); Nils & 
Nadine, Yasha Davidoff, Vanya 
Orlik. Carol Grauer, Bill Skinner 
Orch, Bill Moody Trio; 

$1.50. 





Josephine 





Stuck because his new feature act, 
Javanese dancer Devi Dja, was re- 
fused at the border by Canadian 
authorities, producer Carol Grauer 
held over Haitian singer Josephine 
Premice and adagio dancers Nils & 


Nadine, who had already established | standouts. 


themselves here the past three 


} weeks. 


Brought back for his fifth return at 
this spot in the last two years, bass- 


baritone Yasha Davidoff starts the | tines. they score immediately. 


and proved stage technique add to a | core, a gypsy number without musi- 
including “T| 


show right. His melodious voice 
repertoire, ; 
Russian 
tangos, one opera selection, “Mid- 
night in Paris” and the French “J'ai 


Ta Main” and “La Route Enchantee,” 


| two Charles Trenet compositions to 


which Davidoff brings nicely his own 
interpretation. Veteran 
Cossack dancer Vanya Orlick amazes 


| with just one typical Russian dance, 


expertly done. Adagio dancers Nils 
%& Nadine are expert equilibrists and 
click with two numbers, both at 
swift pace. They give customers 
their money’s worth during five fast 
minutes of spins and tricks of bal- 
ance. 

Diseuse Josephine Premice scores 
easily with French-Canadian clien- 
tele in her Haitian French rendi- 
tions of “Plume a la Main,” “P’tits 
Oiseaux” and “Un ti-beau.” Singer, 





THEATRE. 


Hunt. 


Charlie Dawn. 


Gene Morgan. 


A } 
minimum 


| to come a-runnin’ in anticipation of 
|a good : 
| doesn’t disappoint. 


| 


| tively. 
| baicin and Muguet, gypsy dancers in 
| the authentic style. 


with her colored partner on the | click with their terping, comprising 


drums, also delivers with success a | 
lifting war chant of the jungle and | 
English calypsos including “Men | 


Marry Woman Uglier Than You,” | 
etc. Miss Premice proves producer | 
Grauer took a very good gamble | 
when she became the first colored | 
performer ever to take part in a 
Samovar show. Incidentally, Grauer | 
has produced all the nitery revues 
at this spot for 19 years. Miss 
Premice has overlooked one neces- | 
sity, a suitable costume change. She 
has only one rose and black satin 
dress and needs at least another 
costume. However, with her eyes, | 
hands, lips and singing words she | 
quickly makes audience forget her 
one-and-only dress. Miss Premice 

a new personality, an intelligent 
diseuse possessed of a very special 
and charming talent 

Bill Skinner orchestra and Bill 
Moody trio back show nicely ; 

Mare, 


Ciro’s, Hollywood 


Hollywood, May 20 

Xavier Cugat Orch, Igor & Grace, | 

Albaicin & Muguet, Inca Taky Trio, 
Don Alfredo Orch; $2 cover. 








Xavier Cugat’s return to this Sun- 
set Strip spot is the signal for locals 


Current offering 

Cugat has not 
only a good show, but one of the 
best here in some time. 

With the expected emphasis on 
Latin-American styling, Cugat has 
rounded up a trio of acts who are 
individually and collec- 
Opening spot goes to Al- 


show. 


Colorfully cos- 
and with slick native soe 
n- 


tumed 


cal accomp also socko. 

Igor and Grace, ballroom team, 
offer terping replete with fancy lifts, 
spins and nimble footwork. Good 
timing and plenty of polish to garner 
nice returns. 

Highlighting show is the Inca 
Taky Trio, two gals and a guy offer- 
ing native music. This is an out-of- | 
the-ordinary club act and trio’s re- 
ception proved again that Cugat not 
only knows a good act but is show- 
man enough to spot it properly. 
Feature of the trio is a gal singer 
with a tremendous range which en- 
ables her to handle the native tunes 
from the highs to the lows. Accom- 
paniment on guitar and native drum 
backs her solidly. 

Cugat orch backs show neatly and 
maestro emcees in usual slick style. 
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JAGK DURANT 


Just Completed 6 Weeks 
COPACABANA, Chicago 


Now at 


| and auto horns. 
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Crew keep floor crowded for cus- 
tomer dancing, with Don Alfredo 
supplying relief music. Kap. 


Latin Quarter, Chi 
Chicago, May 23. 
Gertrude Niesen, Doc Marcus, Los 
Barrancos (2) Bob Lee, Line (8), 
Buddy Shaw Orch (8); $3 minimum. 








To offset slump which has hit} 
most niteries in town, Ralph Berger | 
has brought in Gertrude Niesen, | 
singing comedienne to topline cur- | 
rent stanza. 

La Niesen with her low voice, | 
sexy form and warm appeal, bowed 
into a packed house and clicked with 
| sock song salesmanship. Garbed in 
| dazzling silver sprinkled blue and 
| white gown, she tees off with “Anni- 
| versary Song” to neat returns. Fol- 

lows with “Coax Me a Little Bit” in 

rhumba tempo, and “Love for Sale.” 
Also does Jolson’ takeoff on 
“Mammy,” but topper is her theme, 
“I Want to Get Married.” Solid all 
the way and should take spot out of 
recent doldrums. 
_ Los Barrancos, Cuban dancers, get 
| niee reception for lively versions of 
“Rhumba Rhapsody,” “Bridal Party.” 
and “Tico Tico.” “Girl is hefty good 
, looker in sexy costume, and lad is 
| Latin type. They’re spotted after 
buildup by line in South American 
ensemble, 

Doc Marcus provides laughs via 
paper-cutting routines and fancy 
card tricks. High spot of act is a 
participating bit wherein some men 
in audience do gag game with hats, 
| worked up for plenty laughs and 
applause, 

Second line number is a Parisian 
affair. Gals, attired in white ruffled- 

yustle shorts, with lace umbrellas and 
hats, do snappy stepping to Gersh- 
win’s “American in Faris.’ Bob 
Lee, who handles vocals is likable. 
displaying fine baritone. 

Buddy Shaw _ orch 


neatly. 


backs show 
Hunt 


El Raneho, Las Vegas 


| of Humor,” 


| mild 





Las Vegas, Nev., May 18 
Hoosier Hot Shots (4), Edwards & 
Diane, Lois Lee, Pansy the Horse 


2), Line (8) Bob Millar’s Orch (14) 
i0 mintmum or cover. 


Hoosier Hot Shots was a natural 
for Helldorado Week show Sing- 
ing comedy numbers garnered plenty 
laughs. Quartet accomp selves on 
guitar, clarinet, bass and everything 
trom a sliding whistle to washboards 
Top numbers are 





, Red Bank,” “Hot Lips” and “She 
| Broke My Heart.” 

Lois Lee, nifty songstress, doe 
neatly on “Donkey Serenade,” 


:Glocea Morra” and “Summertime.” 
{| Encores with “Black Magic” for nice 
| response. 

Bdwards and Lee, dance team, 


“"e ee cee © SF we 


Strauss waltz and fast rhumba. 


Pansy the Horse carries on com- 
Bob Millar oreh 
Smart, Women Smarter.” “Always | backs show adeptly and also for cus- 
Eight-gal line struts 
acceptably in a cute French number 
though attractive cos- 


edy motif of show, 
tomer dancing. 


in scanty, 
tumes. Brig. 


Village Barn, N. Y. 





Toni Palmer, Art Collins, Jimmy 
Treston, Homer & Holly, Harry 
Ranch Orch (6); $2.50 minimum 


Saturdays. 





Now in its 18th year, Meyer Horo- 
witz’s bucolic bistro in the heart of 
Greenwich Village, N. Y., still lures 
heavy trade. Currently the spot has 
Coast-to-Coast wires on Mutual and 
NBC and that along with word-of- 
mouth has resulted in hinterland 
patrons comprising more than 50% 


| of the patronage. 


Headed by Harry Ranch, whose 
band is billed as “Music with a Sense 
current layout has an 
estimated talent cost of $1,500. Pert 
Toni Palmer (Ranch’s wife) opens 
the show with a fair interpretation 
of “Mahzel.” Dark-haired gal, sport- 
ing yellow evening gown, also does 
“I'm a Big Girl Now” in which band 
joins in for comic effects. 

Cowboy violinist Art Collins gets 
returns on impressions of 
“Sweet Sue.” Youthful acro-dance 
team of Homer & Holly follow. Be- 
spectacled male and chubby brunet 
partner open with a fast tumbling 
routine and segue into fast Lindy 
for okay reception. 

Jimmy Treston, cowboy-guitarist, 
displays a fair voice in warbling 
“Tumbling Tumbleweeds” and 
“Mama Don’t Allow.” His straight 
singing registers but his takeoff on 
Bonnie Baker chirping “Oh, Johnny” 
could be eliminated, 

Ranch’s combo has found its niche 
in the Barn. It’s wacky antics are 
hoked up with plenty comedy. 
Screwy routines are further embel- 
lished by some fantastic costumes 
such as the drummer’s Tarzan-like 
leopard _ skin. Outfit comprises 
Charley Harmon, sax; Ranch, trum- 


| pet: Johnny Lamont, trombone; Sid 


Davis, piano; Don Tanner, drums, 
and Ray Tanner, bass. Boys tee off 
with impressions of name bands and 
follow with plenty of mugging in 
front of the podium. Theirs is a 
versatile aggregation equally adept 
on rhythms for customer terpers. 


Rio Cabana, Chi 


Chicago, May 21. 
Dean Martin & Jerry Lewis, Tung 
Pin Soo & Charlene, 3 Rockets, Line 
(9), Cee Davidson Orch (8); $2.50- 
$3.50 minimum, 





_ Strength of current show here is 
in Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis 
combo. Lads set audience into 
laugh mood with fast paced comedy 
antics plus top vocal delivery from 
Martin. Production numbers are 
heldover from previous show but 
still get appreciative response. 

Lewis comes on with same ju- 
venile candor working house 
towards high laughs with splendid 
teamwork from Martin whose croon- 
ing is still tops. Latter wins ap- 
proval with “Someday,” “Mam’selle” 
ae his Bah Italian version of “Oh 

arie., ewis joins for a sl 
“That Old Genel Of Mine” oo ae 
slough of laughable impressions 


‘ tres 
among them, Gable. Barrymore 
Grant and Bette Davis. “Donreg 
Serenade” with sound effects fromk 
Lewis and vocals from Martin put 
house into frenzy, egs off aft 4 
“Old Man River.” : . 

Three Rockets come on in 
slot with fast precision tap to hot 
jive beat. Garnered salvos with 
number where lanky colored lads 
synchronize gestures and legwork 
working a close precision routine 

Tung Pin Soo (Al Wheatley) ag. 
sisted by Charlene set his magic act, 
Bows on in tux, Madarin hat, dragon 
cape with his sexappealing brunette 
assistant, dressed in madarin Silks 
Offers frequently seen magic rou. 
| tines with effortless and smooth efs 
ficiency for top appreciation. Outs 
standing are pigeons trick and ci« 
garet routine. 

Line has choregraphy down quite 


first 





pat, getting special applause fo# 
western theme to “Texas.” (Ceg 
Davidson with small orch of three 
sax, two brass and three rhythms 


does effective background for show 
Loop 


Seskin Leases Luna Park, 
Coney, for Minny Circus 
Despite Luna Park, Coney Island, 

N. Y., set to be razed for housing 

project, front of park has been leased 

by Abe Seskin, concessionaire for 
current season. He’s setting a one- 
ring circus under big top, with open- 
ing set for around June 15. Tent 
will have 500 capacity, with shows 

On grind policy at 25c. Billy Jack. 

son, agent, is lining up show. 

Seskin will spot half dozen con. 
cessions of usual variety around big 
top. 
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EARLE THEATRE 
PHILADELPHIA 
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HARRY A. ROMM 
38 E. 57th St., New York, N_Y 
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A.C. Experts Judging 
Value of ‘Ice-Capades’ 
Convention Hall Lease 


Atlantic City, May 27. 
Three-man special commission is 
preparing a report to the U. S, Dis- 
trict Court here after hearing testi- 
mony as to how much the John Har- 


ris “Ice-Capades” could have losty 


because it could not occupy the city’s 
Convention Hall during the war pe- 
riod when it was used for troop 
training. Harris seeks $75,000 from 
the city. 

It was testified that due to 
the influx of Army personnel and 
visitors the lease would have been 
worth 20% more in 1942 than during 


the previous year. Potential receipts |"!Ng today (Wednesday). 


$18,287 
had 


by 
tenant 


have increased 
1941 for the 


would 
over 


cording to the testimony. 

Value of the lease was put at $33,- 
590, allowing a minimum of $10,000 
for increased receipts, $3,780 for 
preliminary expense and $19,800 as 
a special value to cover costs of re- 
hearsals for the 1943 show in Her- 
shey, Pa., which would otherwise 
have been held here had the lease 
remained in effect. 

Evidence given at previous ses- 
sion showed ‘the ‘“Ice-Capades” 1941 


receipts were $123,230 for the 10- 
week season. Of this the show, 
working on a 60-40 contract basis 


with the city, received $74,230 with 
the resort’s take fixed at $49,000, 


Lunceford Joins Gale 


Jimmy Lunceford has again 
switched booking offices. After sev- 
eral months with the William Mor- 
ris agency, maestro has now signed 


N.Y. RODEO-CIRCUS’ 
FANCY BALLY BILLINGS 


Picking up directly where Metro’s 
ad-publicity veepee Howard Dietz 
left off, the Rodeo and Thrill Circus 
scheduled to open Friday (30) at 
Yankee Stadium, N. Y., will use 
both Railway Express trucks and 
the Douglas Leigh advertising blimp 
to plug the show. Metro recently 
gave up both stunts in a general 
exploitation retrenchment. 

Circus, managed by Larry Sun- 
brock, plans to spend upwards of 


$72,000 in advertising for its nine- | 





the | 
show been permitted to operate, ac- | 
paper were posted. 


| according 
|sees a potential gross of $300.000 at 


| against 
| Maynard, former western film star, 





with the Moe Gale office. 
Lunceford, since his break with 
his longtime personal manager and 


booker, Harold Oxley, has _ been 
with the Morris _ office, later! 
switched to General Artists Corp. ! 


and then returned to Morris. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac Lake, N. Y., May 27. 

The appeal for funds for the col- 
ony’s General Hospital was aired | 
over station WNBZ via four-hour 
musical program. Participating were | 
Rosita Rios, Margaret Buckley, Ed- | 
die Vogt, A. Walter Nutter and Jack | 
Buckley. 

Helen Pelechowicz, after a long 
siege of bed routine, has been upped 
for meals. 

Moe Gould, former Pittsburgh film 
salesman, mastered the first stage of 
thoracoplasty operation like a vet 
and resting cemfortably at the 
Rogers. 

Aldea “Buddy” LaBlanc, former 
NVA-Rogers staffer, in from Buffalo 
on weekend to mitt gang at the 
Rogers. 

Ralph Slater, hypnotist, here on a 
‘onemghter, Took time out to give 
show for the shutins and others of 
colony. 

After two-month observation, Ann 


Rowe skedded for the thoracoplasty | 


operation, 

Birthday greetings are in order to 
Tom (IATSE) Curry and Arsene 
Okun, both at the Rogers. 


Eddie Slagus back at the lodge | 
after a 10-day furlough to N. Y. C. | 
in | 
the fall and will resume work with | 


He’s dife for all-clear papers 


oew’s. 


Lila Lee responding to cure nicely 


at the Owens’ cottage here. 
(Write to those who are ill.) 
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Parodies! Special Songs! Bits! 

* Draw from our library, one of the 
largest, most comprehensive in 
Showbiz! 

*% 1947 Catalog FREE! 

* Exclusive material our specialty! 


J. & H. KLEINMAN 


25-31-K 30th Road, Ll. |. City 2, N. Y 
Telephone: Astoria 8-6965 


| day stand in N. Y. Outfit pays $4,000 
}per month for the express trucks | 
jand $5,000 weekly 


} for the blimp, 
which it will use for 10 days begin- 
In 


addi- 


| tion, $24,800 will be spent for spot 
radio plugs on 13 stations in the 
area. More than 54,500 sheets of 


With a nut of $150,000, the circus 
is tripling all previous ad canypaigns, 
to Sunbrock, because it 


a $2 top. Stadium gets $25,000 rent 
15% of the gross. Ken 
is the featured performer. 


Visa Tangle Stalls Java 
Dancers’ Canadian Date 


Montreal, May 27. 

Devi Dja and her Bali-Java 
dancers, to appear at the Samovar 
nitery here last week, were refused 
admittance to Canada because there 
is no immigration quota set for Java 
by this country. Miss Dia is mar- 
ried to an American citizen. She 
was to have made her Canadian de- 
but at the local nitery. 


Tricky 
Minneapolis, May 27. 
: Dorothy Lewis, who moves 
into Nicollet hotel with her ice 
show next week, is taking a leaf 
from Eugene O'Neill. 
Skate star is billing herself 
“The Ice Girl Cometh.” 
eS NNT nae denen 


Sophie Tucker Feted By 
EAG for Her Charities 








Episcopal Actors’ Guild at a 
yesterday (Tues.) in the Guild Hall 
of the Little Church Around The 
Corner, N.Y. A _ life member of 
EAG, Miss Tucker was feted in 
recognition of past and _ current 
| philanthropies, including the Sophie 


Tucker Playground for _ under- 
privileged children, and her most 
recent contribution of a Memorial 


Tumor Clinic of the 
Rhode Hospital, Providence, 
unveiled during the Cancer Fund 
drive last month. Miss Tucker’s 
current commitment at the Latin 
Quarter, N. Y., prevented her mak- 
ing the trip for dedication cere- 
monies. 


Fountain at the 


| Yesterday’s fete was chairmanned 


by Mrs. Arthur M. Torrey, who 
;}poured,, and those attending  in- 
;Cluded many, mostly from  show- 


business, 





Sophie Tucker was hosted by the | 
tea | 


| over 


N. Y. Cafes Striving for Banquet Biz, 
Stuffed During War, to Bolster B.O. 


Cafes are now making concerted 
efforts to get a slice of the hefty ban- 
quet and party trade. This type 


vantages of holding the shindigs ip 
niteries and calling attention to 
show, service, price, etc. Organiza- 


busin@ss, sloughed off, during war | tions usually appoint a committee to 
years, is now being eagerly sought /size up various niteries, and com- 


after to bolster grosses during cur- 
rent nitery slump. 


Diamond Horseshoe, 
Eddie’s, Carnival, Riviera, 
and several others are picking up 
considerable coin via parties, 


via and 
other cafes are attempting to get a 
cut of that trade 


Leon & 
Iceland, 


During the war, when cafe busi- 
ness was riding high, cafe operators 
made few concessions to the bulk 
trade because of the huge flow of 
natural business. Operators refused 


| 
} 


to take in these mass propositions 
because of the fact that generally, 
party-people were noisy, drank little 
liquor, and stayed on for at least | 


two shows. 

Today operators don’t mind these 
inconveniences, especially on week 
days when business is off. In 
it’s desirable for the patrons to stay 
several shows as it gives a 


|semblance of activity to the spot. 


Vinton Freedley is prez of Guild, | 


| with Bobby Clark and Peggy Wood, 
| Veepees. Council comprises Regi- 
;nald Mason, Raymond W. Peck 
| Corrrelia Otis Skinner, Thais Law- 
jton, Tessa Kosta, Franklyn Fox, 


| Harold Gould and John Knight. 





| Sammy Walsh set for the Beverly 
Hills Club, Pittsburgh, May 29. 


| drink 


and banquet 
cut on a 
throws in a 
agreed upon 


Operator, on party 
deals generally give a 
spot’s established price, 
or two on the 


|tab and in some cases will take care 


>| of the tip. 


i'charges a fixed fee for the shindig, 


it also makes a profit on the deal. 
Some niteries are going in for a 


great deal of promotion on the party 


and banquet biz. They're sending 


fact, | 


Inasmuch as organization | 


mittees are given hefty sales-talks 
in an effort to get the trade. 


Copa, NY. Has Tough 
Time With Ill Actors 





Copacabana, N. Y., has’ been 
plagued by talent illness during 
last two weeks. Parade _ started 
when Carmen Miranda was forced 

walk out of her Copa date last 

week, and Monte Proser, spots 
operator, got Henny Youngman and 
Carl Ravazza to substitute. 

Carlos Ramirez later replaced 


Ravazza. and with Ramirez's illness, 
Larry Marvin walked into the 
breach. 

New show starts tomorrow (Thurs- 
day) with Mitzi Green and Mel 
Torme topping. Copsy & Ayres, 
Gerri Sutton, Terry Allen and Nancy 
Doran comprise the rest of the show. 


Loew’s Cap, D.C., to Revive 
Amateur Shows On Stage 
Washington, May 27. 


Loew's Capitol plans revival of 
its “Going Native” amateur shows 
this summer, under direction of 


theatre’s stage producer Gene Ford. 
Series, for which auditioning will 


out promotional literature citing ad | start Aug. 1, will tee off Aug. 28. 
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Opens in 


swoon crooner. 


Theatre 
giggles, 


stage 
gasps 


* 


when he 
“He’s yum, 
said Phyllis 
Augusta bivd. 
senior with shi 
To Tony th 
old hat. 
= gasping since 
own 


af 


“I REALLY 
it,” Tony sai 
applaud, but t 
falling over.” 

Tony, a 
haired kid, 
swoon crooner 
of being 


health. 





“I rarely 


TONY, WH 
Chateau 
got his start i 


BY JOHN JUSTIN SMITH 


Tony Trankina, 19, who got his 
musical start in a Chicago grade 
school operetta, 
to the big time as a professional 


Tony opened on 


schoolgirls in the audience. 


DID HE make 
They were practically in a coma 
got 
“Linda” and “Mam’selle.” 


Klein, 


He's 


band not 
Austin High School. 


big, 
doesn’t 


skinny 
looking, he’s fairly popping with 


need 
the microphone,” he said. 


Hotel, 


of Hamlin” as_ staged by his 

class at the Gladstone School in 
he 1938. 

“IT was the Pied Piper,” he 

said. “That cinched it. From 


then I had to be a singer.” 


Currently, Tony is sweating 
out the results of a screen test. 
According to his schooigirl au- 
dience and some old-timers like 
Bandleader Lou Breese, he may 
be a big threat to present big 
wheels in the groan and gasp 
business. 


Show Here 
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MOVE OVER, FRANKiE—Muriel i and Elaine 
Goldstein (right) are under the spell o 


Tony Trankina 
of 3838 Broadway, as he croons at the Chicago Theatre. 
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MINNIE DUPREE 


Minnie Dupr< 72, whose stage 
career encompassed nearly 60 years, 
died in New York May 23. 

Born in San Francisco, Miss Du- 
pree made her stage debut in 1887 
in “The Unknown.” Her last ap- 
pearance was at the Playhouse, N. Y., 
this season in “Land’s End.” Broad- 
way first saw her in 1888 in “Held 
By the Enemy.” 

In the long and fabulous career 


that followed she had starred in 
many productions, also appearing | 
with Richard Mansfield, “Women 


and Wine,” “The Climbers,” “Hedda | 


Gabbler,” and was featured with 
David Warfield in “The Music Mas- 
ter.” Others were “The Old Soak,” 
“Heart of Maryland,” “Way Down 
East,” “Murder at the Vanities.” 

She was one of the organizers of 
the Stage Relief Fund during early 
days of the depression in 
Ironically, she went bankrupt her- 
self a few years later, taking em- 
ployment with the Federal Theatre 
project of the WPA and staged a 
comeback via films in “The Young 
in Heart” in 1938. 

During the first World War she 
took courses in nursing and became 
a graduate Red Cross Nurse. 


SAMUEL M. STRAUSBERG 


Samuel M. Strausberg, 65, prexy 
of the Interboro Circuit, 
of seme 50 houses in metrepeolitan 
New York, died May 23 in New York. 

A pioneer exhibitor, Strausberg 
came to America from Poland in 
1907. Six years later he started a 
nickelodeon in Breoklyn which 
failed. He later opened another 
which was successful. This was the 
nucleus of a subsequent chain. 

Strausberg formed the Interboro 
circuit in the early 1930’s after 
having leased another chain of 30 


heuses in 1927 for $1,500,000 to the | 
Widely known as a| 


Fox interests. 
philanthropist, he was president for 
seven years of Brooklyn’s Beth-El 
Hospital. 

Surviving are his widow, Rebecca; 
two sons, Solomon M. and Morris O., 
Interboro’s vice-pres. and secretary 
respectively; and twe daughters. 
Funeral services were held yester- 


OBITUARIES 





(Tuesday) at the Brooklyn 


day 
Jewish Center. 





LOUIS SATENSTEIN 

Louis Satenstein, president,” treas- 
urer and board chairman of Strat- 
ford Press, died at his New York 
home May 26. He was 72. 

Born in Russia, he came to this 
country when he was 13 and in 1899 
established the American Book 





1930. | 


operator | 


| Bindery. He founded Stratford 
| Press three years ago, later combin- 
ing the two. organizations into 
| American Book-Stratford Press, Inc. 
| Surviving are his widow; three 
|} sons, Sidney, 
\latter a legit producer; two daugh- 
|ters, Mrs. Geraldine Burr and Mrs. 

Harry Brandt, wife of the theatre 
| circuit operator. 





THOMAS P. ENDICOTT 


|from a heart ailment May 20. He 
| was also originator of Atlantic City 
Pageant and beauty contests. 

| Endicott served as director-general 
| of pageant from 1920 until 1923. 
Surviyors include widow, 

| brother, Allen B, Emdicott, Jr., a 
lawyer, and a sister. 

Endicott’s only son, police reports 
| say, took his life a few months ago 
|in his father’s trailer at Daytona 
| Beach, Florida. 





ANTON IMPEKOVEN 
Anion Impekoven, 65, German ac- 
| tor-play wright-director, died in Ber- 
lin May 21. For many years he pro- 
duced at the Frankfurt Schauspiel- 
haus, and had been director there 
since end of the war. 


| 
| 


duced in German theatres in 
U. S., notably “Ekel” 
and “Max, der Prominente” (‘“Max, 
the Famous Man”). 





PRESTON J. ROLLOW 


died in New York last week. 

He had been on the stage for more 
than 50 years, having appeared in 
'original preduction of “Floradora” 
in 1900. Subsequently appeared 





‘with the late Richard Mansfield in ™other of the Gray Family, stand- 





SOLDIERS IN 


GREASE: PAINT 


In Memoriam 
1947 : 


Elmer Baldus 
Billy Berry 

Jean Blackburn 
Peanuts Bohn 
Norma Brown 
Kid Chapman 
Joseph DeSantis 
Harold Diamond 
Ruth Donor 
Coburn Goodwin 
Ewen Hail 
Adelaide Joy 
Charlie King 
George Krinog 
Emil Lennard 
Myles Lyons 
George Mack 





Maxine March 
Renee 

Ben Reuben 
Beb Ripa 

Roy Rognan 
Jack Ross 
Lionel Royce 
Al Sabath 

Val Salata 
Christine Street 
Tamara 

Kay Tyler 
Evelyn Wahl 
Vern Wahl 
William Joseph Walsh 
James Wilder 


Gay Young 


U. S. O. Camp Shows, Inc. 





Edward and Frank, | 


| Thomas P. Endicott, 62, operator | 
| of Dude Ranch, died in Atlantic City | 


Many of his plays had been repro- | 
the | 
(“Nuisance”) | 


Preston J. Rollow, 76, retired actor, | 


“Richard III,” “Sign of the Cross,” 
“Madam 2,” “Qn Trial” and many 
others. He also had been in 
silent films. - 





FRANK A. HORNIG 

Frank A. Hornig, 68, vet exhibitor 
in Baltimore for 37 years, died Fri- 
day (23) at the Maryland General 
hospital. 

Hornig was prexy of the Motion 
| Picture Theatre Owners of Mary- 
land for 14 years and was active in 
the local Variety Club Tent 19 as 
well as the Better Business Bureau. 
| Widow and son survive. 

GEORGE T. SMITH 

George T. Smith, 43, lessee of St. 
Martin’s theatre, London, died in a 
London hospital May 21. 

Originally 
ness, he drifted into the theatre as a 
|hobby and took it up seriously 
when his first venture, 
Honeymoon Really Necessary,” 
almost three years at the Duke of 
York’s, London. 





IDA MAE SMITH 

Ida Schmidt Kohl, known in op- 
|eratic stage and radio as Ida Mae 
| Smith, died May 18 in Cleveland. 
|Formerly a member of the Metopera, 
ishe later joined Cleveland radio 
| stations as an actress and producer 
| of children’s programs. 

Surviving are husband, two 
| brothers, including Alex E. Blair, re- 
| tired actor, and a sister. 





JOHN W. POTTER 
John W. Potter, 50, president of 
| Rock Island Broadcasting Co., died 
|in Minocqua, Wis. May 17. He was 
|also co-publisher and editor of Rock 
|Island Argus and former president 
,of the Inland Daily Press Associa- 
| tion. 
| Survived by widow, two daugh- 
ters, sen, sister and brother. 





W. L. GOODMAN 

W. L. Goodman, 55, operator of an 
|amus...ent park at Mirror Lake, 
near Salisbury, North Carolina, 
| shot himself to death May 26 in a 
| Charlotte hotel with shotgun he had 
| just purchased. 

Goodman was a retired railway 
| engineer, 





| 
| JANE GRAY 
| Jane Gray, 83, former singer, and 


ard vaude act, died in New York 
May 19. 

All her nine children were, at one 
time, in the Gray Family act. Cur- 
rently the turn is down to six, 





ANGELO DE PALMA 
Angelo De Palma, 69, operatic 
tenor, died in Cleveland May 6. 
Italian singer had appeared in vaude 
and concert stage. 
Survived by widow 
children. 


and two 





JANET VALENTINE 
Janet Valentine, 62, retired ac- 
tress, died May 23 at her home in 
Jackson Heights, N. Y. 
She had retired frem the stage 
many years ago. 





Vernon J. Parmenter, 37, engineer 
at CKCK, Regina, Sask., died in Ed- 
monton, Alta., May 17. Survived by 
widow, son and daughter. 
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Variety Bills 


WEEK OF MAY 28 





Numerals in connection with bills below padirate opening 


whether full or split wee 


Letter in parenthesis indieate circuit: (1) Inde 
(P) Paramount; (R) 


RKO; (W) 


Gondents (L) Leow; 
arner 


day of show 








NEW YORK CITY 
Music Hall (1) 29 
Kathryn Lee 
Sharkey 
Svima Kaye 
Wiere Bros 
Rockettes 
Corps de Ballet 
Sym Orc 
Paramount (P) 28 
Buddy Clark 
Modernaires 
| Jan Murray 
| Acromantacs 
Boyd Raeburn 
Rexy (1) 28 
| Jack Benny 
| Phil Harris 
| Rochester 
Marjorie Reynolds 
| Sportsmen Quartet 
State (L) 29 
3 Edwards Bros 
| Berry Bros 
Ross & Stone 
The Smoothies 
Leo Carillo 
The Chadwicks 
BRONX 
Windsor (1) 31-1 
The Del Martins 
The Crawfords 
The Bel Aires 
Bud Sweeney 
Ben Black 
BROOKLYN 
Flatbush (1) 31-1 
Rosalind Page 
Abduliah Girts 
Wallace Puppets 
Joe EB Ress 
3 Harpers 
QU BENS 
Jamaica (f) 28-31 
Danny Draysen 
Bob Johnston 
Emery 2 & Claire 
Gautiers Steep’ch'e 
H Royce & Helen 
Tod Morgon 
Beity Percy 
Robeta Welch 
2 Hacks 
ATLANTIC 
Casine (1) 
The Del Rios 
Dolinoffs @ Ray Sis 
Fank Marlowe 
L & L Bernard 
Ronalde 
30-1 
Connee Boswell 
(four te fill) 
BALTIMORE 
Hippodrome (1) 29 
4 Bvans 
George M Cohan Jr 
Joey Bishop 
Phil Brite 
State (1) 29-31 
Mason Sia 
Ted Martin 
Rose & Laden 
Merris & Morris 





Ore 


ciry 
26 


F Tucker & Glorig, 
Hal Haviland 
Anthony & Rogers 
3 Parks 
CAMDEN 
Towers (1) 30-1 
M Louise & Charles 





Norman Nasarr 
Munro & Adams 
Coley Worth 

Hilo Jack & Dame 


CHICAGO 
Chicago (P) 30 
Mills Bros 
Billy de Wolfe 
Sensationalists 
Oriental (1) 29 
J t& H Caites 
Allan Sis 
Maxellos 
Ray Lang Ore 
l.yon Navara 
HARTFORD 
State (I) 30-1 
Louis Prima Orc 
Larry Storch 
The Barretts 
JAMESTOWN 
Palace (W) 5-7 
Tex Terry Co 
Sons Purple Sage 
Dorothy Deters 


MIA 
Olympia (P) 27 
Jack Parker 
Jack Marshall 
Whirlwinds 
G & M Church 


PHELLADELPHIA 
Carman (1) 29 
The Jansleys 
Jack Deleon 
Perry & Raye 
Earle (W) 30 
Glenn Miller Ore 
Tex Beneke 
Eddie Bartell 
Tyler, Thorn 
& Roberts 
ROCKFORD 
Palace (1) 30 
Gautiers Brickl'y's 
Ted Smith 
Bartell & Scott 
Jean & Earl Coe 
Bob Stickney Co 
SALT LARE CITY 
Lyric (1) 26 
F & M Shannon 
Lane & Norvelle 
St Clair & Hodges 
Jerri Lee 


1 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Golden Gate (R) 26 
Netson Sis 
Vernon & Draper 
Don Cummings 
Dale Evans 
SPRINGFIELD 
Ceurt § (i) 29-1 
Rey Douglas 
Rigoletto Bros 
3 Owmmond Sis 
Paul Kohler 
Gary Morton 
Church & Hale 
WASHINGTON 
Capitel (L) 29 
The Chesterflelds 
Lileya Willis 


Betty ellly 

Jack Carte 
Howard (1) 30 

Leuis Armstrong O 

Penr! Bailey 


Meyers & Walker 
Rimmer Sis 





Cabare 





t Bills 








Blue Angel 
Ronna Lert 
Alice Pierce 
Mare Lawrence 
Jay Marshall 
Phil Gordon 
Ellis Larkin 8 


Cale Sovtety 
(Dowatowa) 
James MacColl 
Mary Lou Williams 
Ann Hathaway 
Buck Miller Ore 
Cafe Soclety 
(Uptown) 
Lucienne Boyer 
Dave Martin 3 
Abbey Albert 


Carnival 
Olsen & Johnson 
C & T Valdez 
Blackburn Twins 
Michael Hdwards 
McManus Ore 





Mother, 51, of Rey Blanco, vocalist 
at WBBM and formerly with Dick 
Jurgens orch, died in Chicago May 
118. \ 





Mrs. Verona Christopher, 63, for- 
| mer vaude magician, died in Chicago 
| May 23. She was widow of the.late 
| Frank Christopher. 





Mother, 75, of Polly Walker, for- 
mer musicomedy star, died in Chi- 
cago May 11. Survived by two 
daughte*s and a son. 


| George Field, 43, film editor for 
| Benedict Bogeaus, died May 18 in 
Los Angeles. 
Father, 72, of Lou 
_Hollywood indie producer, died in 
| Chicago May 11. 





| C. J. Pagones, 63, owner of the 
| Bal Tabarin, Gardena. Cal.. died 
| May 16. in Los Angeles 


Reid Ore 
Mother, 75, of Carl Clausen, China Doll 
cemptroller of budgets under Curtis ag Phe 
Mitchell at Paramount home office, Fran Tone 
died May 22 in New York. oe tae Li Sun 
ai Sings 
+ iia St Copacabana 


| Gerri 


Mitzi Green 

Mel Torme 

Copsey & Ayres 

Sution 

Terry Allen 

Nency Doran 

Michael Durso Ore 

Fernando Alverez O 

Diamond Porsesthor 

Ross & La Pierre 

Siri 

Herman Hyde 

‘Turner Twins 

Rosebuds 

Billy Banks 

Tables Davis 

Renald & Rudy 

Jack Mathers 

| Noble Sissle Ore 

Syd Stranee Ore 
Fl Chico 

Rosita Rios 





Greenspan, | 


Caballeros 


NEW YORK CITY 


Kddie Stofie Ore 
Nino Bad 
Hotel Biltmore 
Phil Wayne Ore 
Ren Perry Ore 
Hotel Commodore 
Louis Prima Ore 
Hotel Lexington 
Alomas Hawaiians 
Hotel Pennsylvant 
Randy Brooks Ore 
Hotel Pierre 
Roberts & Alicia 
Stan. Fisher 
Chas Reader Ore 
Hotel Plaza 
Pancho Ore 
Jacques Peals 
Monte Ore 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Lawrence Welk Or 
Hotel St Regis 
Milt Shaw 
Laszla & Pepito 
Paul Sparr Ore 
Hotel Taft 
Vincent Lopez Ore 
Charlie Drew 
Mare Starr 
leeland 
Milt Britton Unit 
Lucille Peterson 
Heney Bros 
Tiny Clark 
Martin Line 


Andre, Andre & 
Bonney 
Debonairs 
Rafph Young 
Ceeil Lewin 
Chick Gladke 
Vincent Travers O 
Little Club 
Walter Gress 
feen & radidte’s 
Eddie Davis 
Trudy Richards 
Tahja 
Mayo Bros 
Danny Sullivan 
Judy Sergeant 
Shepard (horus 
Art Waner Ore 
Monte Carle 
Dick Gasparre + 
Roberte 
Marva dove 
Old Romnatan 
Uew Jiartinelli 
Sade Banks 
Arline Carmen 
Bert King 
Mimi Kellerman 





|} Alice Farrar 

| Bab Turk 

| Greenwich Vil’ tan 

Lorraine De Wood 

Arthur Blake 

W Hoveler Girls 

Ned Harvey Ore 

Habanero Ore 
Havane-Madrid 

RK & I. Reyes 

'M A t.uis 

Nero Morales 

| Bertica Serrano | 

Sacarsus Ore 

Hotel New Yorker 


V Lenbarde Ove 
Marion Spelman 


| 
| June 





. . A pote 
| Cabin Kids Cut, Change Name Joa Sater Trio 
Cabin Kids, a Negro singing sy 
|quintet, has been cut down to a Waldorf-Astoria | 


, trio and will work vaude and nitery 
| dates as the Hall Sisters. 
| Femmes, now handled by the Moe 
Gale agency, recently signed a con- 
tract with Victor records. 


| Doreathy 
Hermanos 
Ciriff 


Mi aT, 


Sarnoff 

Ww is , 

Williams On: 
& Rore Ore 

Belmont-Piaze 

Bah 

June 


Tavtlor Ders 


| Jackie 


Dixon 
Phil Leeds 


Joe La Porte Ore 


|} PD’ Aquillas Ore 


Rio Cabana 


Charlotte Cheyney 
Harringt'n & Hyers 
|} Mickey Alpert 
| Lord Invader 
Dick White 


Villa Marsh 

Val Olman Ore 
Pupi Campa Ore 
iviera 
Miles 
Barrie 
Beatrice Kraft 
S Mergan Ders 
Ray Matone 
Tony Bavaay 
Jeet Herren Or: 
Curbello Ore 


(iracie 


Kuban Bleu 
Marian Bruce 
Ronna Lord 
Marilyn Cantor 
Day Dawn & Dusk 
Elilot & Jurist 
Cedric Wallace 3 
Wally Blacker 


Versnities 
Carl Brisson 


Blackhawk 
Phil Levant Ore 
Mel Cardo 
Vera Love 

Chez Paree 
Luba Malina 
Paul Gray 
Walter Lor 
Marty Goule 
Bob Dunne 
Don Chiesta Ore 
Adorables (12) 

Colosimo’s 
Zephyrs 





Village Van 
Jesephine Fremie 
Eddy Manson ° 
Three Flames 
Den Frye 

Wivel 

Bob Lee 
nae Carole 
Stuart Langle 
Peggy Palmer’ 





Bob Grant Ore D' Quincey iy? 

Panehito Ore Zlenormacny - 
Village Barn Paul Smith 

Harry Ranch Ore Janczi Makule 

Toni Palmer Zaiga Bela 

Duke Alden Paulens 

Jimmy Tresion Doris Haywood 

Pappy Below Gene Kardos O 

CHICAGO 


Stephen Kisley Ore 
Al Gordon & Pets 
Shyretios (32) 
Song Stylists (4) 
Motel Shermas 
Carl Marx 
Sareh Vaughn 
Herbie Fields Ore 
Mel Hanks 
Harmonicats 
Hotel Sievens 


Henry Brandon Or 
Jack Fulton 


Cindy & Windy Denna Lane 
Sol Feola Ore Lathrop & Lee 
Red Allen Bobby May 


lee Gilmore 
Boulevar-Dears 
Latin Quarter 
Gertrude Niessen 
Poc Marcus 
los Barrances 
Latin Lovelies 
Buddy Shaw Ore 


Palmer House 


JI C Higginbotiom 
Cepacabana 
Tony Canzonerl 
Joey Adams 
Mark Plant 
Estelle Sloan 
Buddy Worth 
Janet Gaylord 
Hote) Bismarck 
Debutantes 


Paul Rozini Jack Fina Ore 
Eddie Fens Ore Herb Shriner 
Benne Dotson Ore Susan Reed 
Helsings Abbott D'ncers (12) 
Andy Rice Ri ‘ 
King & Zorita rad Cabana 
Taddy Page Dean Martin 
Sid Fisher Ore Jerry lewis 
Blackstone Tung-Tin-So 
. ; Phil Crane 
Bill Sayder Orc e 
Ramos Orch i em 
1 te Lovelies 
Joe So Cee Davidson (re 
Sam Bari Vine Gardens 


Hotel Continental | Dick Gale 





Del Renee Mary Jane Dodd 
Marianne Fedele Grey & Diane 
Sheldon Reed Jee Kieh Orc 

H Edgewater Beach ! Audrey Palmer 








| Chicago, May 18. Bride is 


MARRIAGES 


Arlene Fredericks to Samuel Liff, 
Mm, ws 


|radio actress; groom is stage man- 


ager of Chi company of “Call Me 
Mister.” 

Rosemary Davis to Barney Roletti, 
Los Angeles, May 24. Groom is a 


| press agent. 


Joan Marie Boggiano to William 


| Dennis Fugazy, New York, May 25. 


| Bride is daughter of John Boggiane, 


of the Versailles, N.Y., management. 

Sara Anderson to J. Russell 
“Rusty” Lane, New York, May 25. 
Bride is legit actress; groom was in 
cast of “Bathsheba.” 

Margie Pierson to Jerry Stewart- 
son, Hollywood, May 17. Groom is 
a trumpet player. 

Helen Kelly to Robert Burke, 
Pittsburgh, May 17. Bride's in KQV 
sales department. 

Gloria Mazocca to Robert L. Hall, 
Pittsburgh, May 12. Bride's with 
National Screen Service in Pitt. 

Helena Bisboche to J. Carlo Ba- 
vetta, Rio de Janiero, recently. 
Groom is managing director of 20th- 
Fox International in Brazil, 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Paul Belanger, son, 
Philadelphia, May 27, Father is tele- 
vision producer, formerly with 
WCBS-TV (CBS, N. Y.). 

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Clark, s0n, 
Washington, May 21, Father is chief 
flack for Motion Picttire Assn. in that 


city. 
Mr. and Mrs. Clifford Smith, 
daughter, Hollywood, May 20. 
Mother is Helen O'Connell, redio 
singer. 
Mr. and Mrs. George Nichols, 


daughter, HoMywood, May 21. Father 
is national mag contact for RKO. 
Mr. and Mrs. Johnny Maschio, s@n, 





Hollywood, May 20. Mother is Con- 
| Stance Moore, actress; father is @ 
| Hollywood agent. 

Mr. and Mrs, Walter Smith, daugh- 


‘ter, Philadelphia, May 17. Father is 
| KYW music librarian. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Robert Rawson, 


| daughter, Chicago, recently. Father 
|is WIND staff announcer. 

| Mr. and Mrs. Jack Holden, son, 
Chicago, recently. Father is chief 
announcer at WLS: mother was for- 
/mer songstress on WLS Barn Dance 
program. ‘ 
| Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Blutreich, 
/son, Bronx, N. Y., May 19. Father 
\is with Warners theatre dept. in N.Y. 





Mr. and Mrs. Harry James, 
daughter, May 20. Mother is Betty 
|Grable, screen star; father is band- 
leader. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Don DCarlo, 
| daughter, Pittsburgh, May 15. 


‘Father is a talent agent. 
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Reoxys N. ¥. 


k Benny, Rochester, Phil Har- 
via, “Marjorie. Reynolds, Sporismen 


oxyettes, Esquires, Paul Ash 
a), F Orch: “The Brasher Dou- 
n” (20th-Fex) feviewed in 


variety, Feb. 5, "47. 





Jack Benny, according to Fred 
Allen during the historic tete-a- 
teie during er * epening show 
at the Roxy, killed vaudeville 15 
years ago, and now has returned to 
the scene of his crime. Such crimes 
ghould happen every week at the 
Rexy or any other house. 


A. J. Balaban, Sammy Rauch, et 
al, have shelled out the heaviest 
cein ever guaranteed a vaude per- 
former, and will make a hefty profit 
on the deal. Benny, although hit by 
a run of bad weather at the outset 
of his engagement, likely will come 
near to previous Roxy high. He's un- 
deubtedly one of the top draws on 
the air, and there's a healthy seg- 
ment ef the theatregeing public 
anxious to see him. 

The Benny shew started out with 

d-word-of-mouth inasmuch as 
the Fred Allen assist provided a 
terrific sendoff with his unadver- 
tised appearance at the first show. 
These pseudo-feuders had a bit of 
repartee which was reported ver- 
batim in the dailies. It made pleas- 
ani reading and probably inculcated 
a desire “or a Roxy trip. 

The Allen intrusion was one of 
the historic mements in. vaudeville, 
wherein two top radio personalities 
en a friendly feuding bz:!s had a 
chance to exchange insults. Actually, 
Allen's appearanee wasn't a com- 
lete surprise, as their stage banter 
ad all the earmarks of a hurried 
rehearsal. The routine was funny, 
ef ceurse, albeit in a familiar groove. 


Allen started the business by de- 
manding a refund en his admission. 
After all, he argued, it was guaran- 
teed that he'd die laughing, and in- 
asmuch as he was still alive, he 
felt that he had his dough coming 
back. Benny argued that the Sports- 
men sheuld be werth l5c., Marjorie 
Reynolds was worth a quarter, and 
Rochester should be worth 20c. 
There was some disagreement on 
Phil Harris’ value, and after an 
initial demand ef 10c., price was 

red down two cents lower. They 
eed for the balance, with Benny 
winning, and Benny wheedled a 
dime for personal expenses. The 
intrinsic audience love for these 
funnymen, rather than the brilliance 
ef their repartee, was the factor that 
wen the mob. Imagine wha‘ these 
characters could do ‘if they really 
had an aet, er—better yet—relied on 
their terrifie ability to ad-lib rather 
than adhere to a prearranged piece. 


It was originally intended that 
Aten de his stint from the audience 
with a hand mike, but fear that he 
would be mobbed by autograph 
hunters: during his stint, and the 
disappointment of the folks in the 

ceny in net seeing the renowned 
heckler, brought about the change in 

lans. Consequently, Allen made 
is entranee from the audience and 
werked on stage. 


Benny, of course, carries his end 
of things with a load of barbs di- 
rected against Allen, his bits with 
his cast of characters, and his time- 
honored violin virtuosity. He con- 
ducts a pleasant series of chatter by 
doing a bit with Harris in which 

maestro admits he’s irresistible. 
Harris does a pair of songs, “Don’t 
Help Dat Bear” and some choruses 
of “That's What I Like About the 
South.” Miss Reynolds provides the 
sa. She wears an_ imaginative 
8ewn, and, as usual with film gals 
on a vaude session, she’s the foil of 
a lovemaking bit. Benny doesn’t get 
very far with her. Harris takes 
ever and dees nicely. 


Rochester relies on his gravel de- 
livery of a song and a soft shoe ses- 
810n, and the Sportsmen complete 

e session with a group of numbers 
that show careful arrangements and 
tepnetch deliveries. 
Benny at the windup of the lay- 
out gets chance to play “Love in 
som: but screen sneaks up be- 

ind him to end his concert at the 
Outset. 

Show probably is the most im- 
Pressive lineup of names seen re- 
cently in a vaude house. Chances are 
that Music Corp. of America, han- 
dling the layout, could have con- 
cocted three separate packages with 
h Nny, Rochester and Harris each 

eading one. With all that talent 
Sunething more might have been 

one with the show. It’s still neces- 

wand for the names to have an in- 
€frated act, or since the unit idea 
prevailed a greater amount of co- 
esion between the various com- 
Ponents might have taken place. 

However, this is a situation in 
wich Benny can't fail. The audi- 
+ rea is eager to like everything 
+ va at them and they're cer- 

inly not going to disappoint them- 
SC ives, 

House staff has seen to it that 

e Benny Zang doesn't walk on to 
@ cold stage. An abbreviated sec- 
tion of the Roxyettes and Esquires 
80 through a short routine to warm 
up the house. 

Jose. 





Lilian Roth has signed for a tour 
of the Tivoli circuit, Australia, 
Starting Aug. 2. Singer sails from 
San Franciseo July 10. 


Bonar emount. N. Y.. 

yd Raeburn Orch (19), Budd 
Clark, Jan Murray, Acromaniacs Gy) 
Modernaires (5); “The Imperfect 
Lady” (Par), reviewed in Variety. 
March 12, °47. 

Paramount's bill currently com- 
prises a neat run of tested acts which 
give lift and pace to the full one- 
hour show. Only soft spot is in 
the special brand of music provided 
by Boyd Raeburn’s orch, but this is 
kept de.idedly in the background 
and doesn't interfere with the acts 
out front. 

Raeburn’s orch is laid out like a 
miniature symphony orch with a 
unique collection of instruments, in- 
cluding oboes, English horns, kettle 
drums and a harp. But what comes 
out is neither longhair stuff nor 
strictly popular music. Raeburn ac- 
cents a unique kind of intended dis- 
|Sonance that doesn't permit any half- 
way reaction. One either cottons to 
it or leaves it alone. Raeburn could 





} 


| men if he didn’t strain so obviously 
| to be “different.” Orch’s originality 
jis tagged onto the music like a badge 


should, from a fundamental concep- 
tion. Orch, however, backs the show 
in good ferm en the conventienal 
side. 

In the number one spot, the Mod- 
ernaires, four guys and a gal, whip 
across their numbers with a sharply 
tailored vocal style and incidental 
comedy byplay fer all-around top 
showmanship. Group tees off snap- 
pily with “Zip-A-Dee-De-Dah” 
blending inte a ballad. “I Wanna Be 
Loved,” and winds with a couple of 
racy tunes in hillbilly and calypso 
genre. 

Acromaniacs, a regular staple on 
the Par stage, bounce through their 
turns in that tepnoteh form that’s 
earned them their rep for being one 
of the best acrebatie items in the 
business. Trio not only runs through 
a series of difficult and breathtaking 
stunts but combines a sense of tim- 
ing with a sense of humor fer sock 
audience payoff. 

Comedy patter routine dished up 
‘by Jan Murray has got that w.k. 
borseht cireuit stain, but nebody 
cares. Murray has plenty of savoir 
faire in handling a gag buildup and 
is equipped with enough fresh ma- 
terial to keep the laugh ripples con- 
stantly in motion. Encore bit on a 
radio commercial, however, is weak. 

Winding the bill on a solid note, 
Buddy Clark’s vocalizing is strong, 
versatile and pleasing. Selections 
are surefire, coming off the top of 
the hit parade. Opener is “Peg O’ 
My Heart,” with Clark fellewing 
into “Glecca Morra” and a distine- 
tive takeoff en Al Jelson with “April 
Showers” and “The Anniversary 
Song.” Coming back for encores, 
Clark asks for patron requests, and 
on the preem show (21) obliged 
with “Mam'selle” and “Linda.” 

Herm. 


Olympia. Miami 
Miami, May 23. 
Mack Triplets, Artie Dann, The 
LaVernes, Johnny Lahder, Lee No- 


ble, Les Rhode House Orch; “The 
Locket” (RKO). 





Layout this week builds to pleasant 
variety with solid returns from pa- 
trons. } 

Mack Triplets tepline and earn 
themselves healthy palming with 
their carefully blended harmonies. 
Niftily gowned, the gals sock with 
zesty blend of pops and specials. 
Top with “Her Bathing Suit Never 
Got Wet” and “But, But, But.” Art- 
ful delivery gets full values from 
material. 

Artie Dann handles top comedy 
slot in solid fashion. Gags and pat- 
ter sound fresh with plenty centered 
on his schnozz. Song bit on it reaps 
hefty reaction, though stint had them 
howling all the way. 

The LaVernes could do with more 
rehearsing on Apache sequence pre- 
sented. Utilize the roughhouse rou- 
tines which seem patent with this 
type of act. Overall effect only fair. 

Emceeing is Lee Noble, a smooth 
magico who does okay in own spot 
with standard trickery. Accompany- 
ing patter gets giggles. 

oceedings are paced by Johnny 
Lahder with some routine juggling 


to neat musical background. Gets 
healthy applause for stint atop 
ladder. 


Les Rhode and house orch back- 
ground nicely. Biz fair. Lary. 


Capitol, Wash. 
Washington, May 23. 
Paul Winchell, Mulcays (2). Dea- 
resco Trio, Marianne, Gene Archer, 
Sam Jack Kaufman House Orch; 
“Blaze of Noon” (Par). 








Show at Capitol this week is sev- 
eral notches above average, moving 
along at a fast clip and holding audi- 
ence interest throughout. 

With two acts bidding for top 
honors, Paul Winchell. in his ventro- 
dummy routine, cops the show. Win- 
chell combines impersonations, 
songs, gags and fine craftsmanship 
in a top act fer constant applause. 
Jerry, wooden partner, is a rough, 
tough, cocky character, with a 
Charlie McCarthy kind of sophistica- 
tion, but from the other side of the 
tracks. His master lets him get out 
of hand, to obvious delight of the 
galleries, and humor, though often 
on the shady side, is surefire. Finale, 


, 





| better utilize his crew of crack side- | 


and doesn’t emerge naturally, as it | 





with Jerry sneezing vociferously, 
while Wincheil maintains his dead- 
pan, almost motionless expression, 
makes a sock finish. 


Vying for top honors, the Mulcays 
make music with an assortment of 
mouth organs. Standouts in routine 
are “Hungarian Rhapsody” 
“Tiger Girl,” which couple play in 
Paramount's “Variety Girl.” Plenty 
mitt action, and payees wanted more. 

Daresco Trio, a recent import of 
adagio-acro dancers, 


are a strong argument for the lend- 
lease policy in show biz. Terpers 
have eye-appeal and polish. Two 
numbers in different tempos click. 
Marianne, in a single terp number, 
version of Ravel's “Bolero,” gets 
good response with some fast whirls. 
Worthy of mention, and setting 
pace for a solid bill, is D. C. bari- 








ton Gene Archer, who sings with 
| house orch in overture. Part of all- 
}out response is native pride, but 
| most of it singer earns. Lowe. 
| ae a 
| Apelie, N. Y. 

Andy Kirk Orch (15) with Bev- 
| erly White; Mills Bros. (5), Phil- 
[lips & Wall, Jelly Roll & Zuzu, 


| Great Bender; “Dangerous Millions” 
(20th). 


Aside from the Mills Bros. and 
Andy Kirk's band, 


vaude flagship is rather mediocre 
this week. Kirk’s crew, comprising 
five reed, seven brass and three 


rhythm, tee off With a trite arrange- 
ment of “Heartaches” 
with “T-Bone Boogie” where guitar- 
ist Rene Hall is spetlighted to geod 
effects. 

Phillips & Wall, male terpers, 
offer so-so tap routines and close to 
fair returns. Could profit by more 
experience. Hefty Beverly White, 
clad in two-toned gown, clicks on 
“He's My Baby” and “Sunday Kind 
of Love.” Jelly Rolly & Zazu, mixed 
comedy team, score with nifty pat- 
ter and songs. 


Band returns for some torrid im- 
provising with several reed and 
brass men coming off the podium for 
some furious hot licks. Register 
with the aud fer solid reception. 
Kirk, who's been around for years, 
has a versatile aggregation and does 
good job of backing show. The 
Great Bender, lean, lithe lad does 
some good contortion reutines. Could 
well be dubbed “The Human Pret- 
zel.” As climax he locks legs back 
of neck and spins about atop a metal 
vase placed on a table fer selid ap- 
plause. 

Mills Bros., as polished as ever, 
are in closing spot. Open with a 
racy “Cielito Lindo,” follow with 
“T Guess I'll Get the Papers,” “Across 
the Alley From the Alamo” and the 
oldie, “Basin Street Blues.” Close 
with “Lazy River.” Working with 
two mikes, three lads handie the 
melody while another furnishes an 
oral bass accompaniment along with 
guitar manned by remaining mem- 
ber. Done with finesse and pre- 
cision, their vocal fare is sock stuff. 


Earle, Philly 
Philadelphia, May 24. 

“Hayloft Hoedown” ~ with Jack 
Steck, Carol Wynne, Lew Carter, 
Jack Day, Milt Spooner, Harmonica 
Masters, Sleepy Hollow Gang; Jack 
Leonard; “Undercover Maisie’ 
(M-G). 





Current attraction marks the first 

time a local radio show has been 
booked for the Earle. And keeping 
in mind the fact that the show is a 
low-budget proposition it stacks up 
as good entertainment. 
- Show has been aired via WFIL- 
ABC for the past a of years 
from Town Hall and has built up 
quite a following in and around 
Philly. 

Audience reaction seems to be 
okay despite length of production 
(17 numbers). Jack Steck, vet Philly 
radio and vaude figure, emcees the 
show in a manner spiked with corn. 
Surprising how they go for the 
kernel-laden stuff. 


load, wandering through every scene 
a la “Hellzapoppin.” Also does 
familiar “Sonny Boy” routine. 

Jack Leonard is an added starter, 
a hefty clown who dances and sings 
for top returns. i 

Featured on the instrumental side 
are the Harmonica Masters, recently 
returned from an eight months USO 
tour of Japan and South Pacific 
Islands: Milt Spooner, who does a 
novelty piano solo wearing mittens, 
and Monte Rosci, accordionist. 

Sleepy Hollow Gang, including 
“Uncle Elmer” Newman, his brother, 
“Pancake Pete” Newman, Peewee 
Miller, and the Murray Sisters, pre- 
sent fiddling and singing in cus- 
tomary hillbilly style. ; 

Carol Wynne pleases with “Rest 
at the End of the Trail,” and the 
Murray sisters, Julie and Sophie, 
gain plenty enthusiastic response 
with “On the Lone Prairie.” Jack 
Day takes vocal on “Honey, I'm in 
Love With You.” 

Miller plays bass, and also does 
his vocal bit with “Redskin Lassie. 
The Newmans come through in slick 
fashion with duet on “Satisfied My 
| Gal.” Shal. 





and | 


consisting of | 
usual combo of two men and a gal, | 


shew at Harlem's 


and follow | 


Lew Carter carries the comedy | 


Muste Hall, N. ¥. 


“Skyline” in four scenes featuring 


the Seal, Wiere Bros. (3), Glee 
Club, Kathryn Lee, Selma Kaye, 
Fred Schneider, Music Hall Sym- 
phony Orch, Charles Previn, conduc- 
tor; “Great Expectations” (Rank), 
reviewed in Variety, Dec. 25, °46. 








/ Current stage attraction at the 
, Music Hall as accompaniment to J. 
Arthur Rank’s “Great Expectations” 
achieves a pretentiousness, at least 
on two occasions, that must ineyita- 
bly cue to query: “How spectacular 
can you get?” For the visiting fire- 
men who revel in these spectacles, 
the depth and breadth achieved in 
the reproduction of the N. Y. Penn- 
sylvania Railroad train shed, and 
again in the mammoth Opera House 
setting (with the audience actually 
backstage looking out at the tier- 
upon-tier backdrop) are obviously 
scenic contribs that could only be 
captured with appropriate splendor 





at this giant Radio City showcase. 
While usually these Leon Leoni- 
| doff productions are patterned to 


strike a tempo and flavor to tie in 
with the pic feature, in this instance 
there isn't the slightest suggestion of 
|a parallel between the dizzy-paced 
| “Skyline” stage presentation and the 


Dickens film. The sole motive is 
| entertainment—and hits 
| the bulls-eye. 

Opening scene of the railroad sta- 
tion spotlights Selma Kaye and Fred 
Schneider as soloists, with the Glee 
| Club as background accompaniment, 
jand segues into a routine by the 
porter-capped Rockettes that’s a de- 
parture from the usual mechanical 
format of the precision dancers. Rus- 
sell Markert has really come up this 
time with some novel choreography 
that gives the Rockettes a pre-emi- 
nent part in the production. 

On next are the two “outside” acts 
—Sharkey the Seal, in its now stand- 
ard though still sock routine, and 
the three Wiere Bros., with their 
customary zanyisms. Latter act, un- 
fortunately, appears anti-climactic 
immediately following the laughs 
garnered by Sharkey. Just a case of 
bal sequencing. 

Finale is the opera house scene, 
with the ballet augmented by the 
ensemble, including the Rockettes, 
for one of breathless full-stage pro- 


as such it 








ductions in which Kathryn Lee's 
terp soloing stands out. Rose. 
| —_——- —_——- 
State. N. Y. 
Betty Reilly, Lamberti, Buster 


Shaver with Olive, George & Rich- 
ard; Miller Bros. & Lois, Lee Davis 
with Ruth Joseph, Sensational Whirl- 
winds (4); Louis Basil House Orch; 
“Guilt of Janet Ames (Col.), re- 
viewed in Variety, March 5, '47. 

A State bill in which there’s a 
single showstopper is generally con- 
sidered successful. Therefore cur- 
rent layout in which three acts 
nearly halt the proceedings can be 
considered outstanding. 

Parade of house breaker-uppers 
starts comparatively early with 
Betty Reilly in the deuce spot. This 
blonde chirper, who a few weeks 
ago knocked the nearby Capitol 
theatre patrons out of seats, repeats 


her terrific audience acceptance 
here. Miss Reilly does Latin, Yid- 
dish and Anglo-Saxon numbers, 


comes back for an encore of two 
numbers winding with “Jalisco” in 
which audience is invited to chime 
in, and applause is so strong after 
several bows she begs off. Material 
isn’t top grade, but her projection is- 
and the mob finds no fault with her. 

Other showstops are Buster 
Shaver, with a trio of midget per- 
formers, Olive, George and Richard, 
and Lamberti. The Shaver troupe 
does its usual song and dance act 
highlighted by Shaver’s ballroom 
routine with Olive and the terp and 
singing turns of the others. Orch 
leader Louis Basil couldn't get 
started until a prolonged series of 
bows. 

Lamberti is potent even without 
his striptease accomplice. Xylophone 
playing comic does his familiar 
clowning and musica] act, but re- 
sponse here is the heftiest he’s ever 
got in a Times Square house. He 
also begged off after several bows. 

Rest of the bill has only one sag. 
Layout starts off in a rapid vein 
with Miller Bros. and Lois doing 
their fast tap string on elevated plat- 
forms. Sepia trio are smartly 
dressed and have polished routines. 
Other turn in the fast vein is the 
modestly billed Sensational Whir}- 
winds, a skating foursome far above 
average. They show good tricks, 
have a well dressed act with lumi- 
nous costumes and keep the cus- 
tomers interested until curtain. 
Efficacy is especially good inasmuch 
as they finale without letting down 
inherent interest in the show. 

The sole letdown is Lee Davis, 
assisted by Ruth Joseph. Davis, 
while he has improved considerably 
since earlier appearances, still hasn't 
developed his delivery and material 
to the point where he can sell any- 
thing he has. There are some good 
sections of his gab which reaps good 
returns. but he'll have to get away 
from much of his too-familiar mate- 
| rial. Miss Josephs is a good-looking 
| foil, but not an accomplished straight 
|! woman. Reception is nevertheless 
| on the okay side. 

Lovis Basil does his usual com- 
| petent job of backing and emcees 
i the display. dose. 








Rockettes, Corps de Ballet. Charkey' 








New Acts | 


GERMAINE SABLON 
Diseuse 
15 Mins. 
Blue Angel, N. Y. 
Jean Sablen needn't be too proud 
of a nephew who made a somewhat 
abortive attempt to trade on his rep 
with his debut at Cafe Society Down- 
town, N. Y., earlier this year, but his 
elder sister, Germaine, is something 
else again. Marking her New York 
bow-in at this smart East 55th street 
bistro—she clicked in Montreal first 
—Mlle. Sablon has a commanding 
style which will be enhanced as soon 
as she masters a couple of American 
ballads. Right now she’s a shade too 
Gallic even for a “continental” reem 
like Herbert Jaceby-Max Gordon's 
smart spot. Her French version of 
“Anniversary Song” isn't quite 
enough. 
Co-author of 








the now classic 
French resistance song, which she 
wisely eschews, on the theory the 
war is behind us now, she does light 
tunes like “Un Jeune Homme Chan- 
tes’ (“A Young Man Sings”), with 
which Claude Alphand clicked dur- 
ing her wartime sojourn in the U. S.; 
the Montmartre street song better 
known as “Mon Amour’; a more dra- 
matic “Portuguese Serenade” (by 
Charles Trenet); “Mon Legiennaire” 
and a tzigane ditty. 

She has an arresting brunet per- 
sonality and a nice delivery. She 
could stand couturier improvement, 
such as a brighter gown instead of 
that sombre black dress with its full 
sleeves which don't help the illusion 
towards slimming. Nene the less, 
even as new, she is OK for the class 
boites and will impress even better 
as she acquires Yank and sarterial 
refinements. Abel. 
GEORGES ALBAN 
Sengs 
20 Mins. 

Bal Tabarin, N. Y. 

Georges Alban, French chanteur 
reputedly a fave in Parisian music 
halls before the war, is playing his 
first N. Y. cafe date here. Although 
imported by Lou Walters for his 
Latin Quarter. in Florida and — 
inally set to preem at Walters’ N. Y. 
counterpart, singer is said to have 
preferred this more intime spot, 
He'll play the LQ upon return trip. 

Singer has vibrant personality and 
slick delivery ef songs somewhat 
reminiscent ef the younger Chev- 
alier. However, he is yet to acquire 
latter’s polish, which will probably 
come later. Despite this he's a streng 


contender in the Gallic singers 
sweepstakes. ae 

His flaversome French _ ditties, 
with his comedic  interpelations, 


click for him here, especially with 
the distaffers. Current reperteire 
comprises “Chez Robert,” “Pigalle,” 
“Marche de Menilmontent,’ epitom- 
izing undying martial spirit of 
France. Encores with “Un Tout Petit 
Peu” and a chorus of “Louise” in 
English for solid applause and begoff. 
Edba. 


SID GOULD 

Comedy 

25 Mins. 

Latin Quarter, Chicage 

After years of werking with part- 
ners (Mickey Rooney, Revert Alda), 
with more sock results for other guy, 
Sid Gould is now doing a single. 
He does capable job with timely 
gags in rapid delivery, and works 
along with mood of audience. 

Gould is likable from walkon and 
his paredy on “How I Reached the 
Bottom” garners chuckles and warm 
response. Heckles “up front” payees 
in friendly manner, and is success- 
ful with several short specialties, 
espeeially his Yiddish version of 
“Dark .Eyes,” with fast phrasing ala 
Danny Kaye and Ritz Bros. 

Another sock bit is revised lyrics 
of “South of the Border.” Tops with 
yarn about a fellew named Moe who 


changed his name to Morris. Solid 
and a begoff here. Hunt. 
ceil teaiaineeemalll 











Smalitown Exhibs 


Continued from page 8 

made a concerted efiort to eliminate 
all difficult accents in their preduct 
but the mere fact that the leads 
might speak with a broad “a” is 
enough to irritate smalltown U. 8. 
customers. And though several Brit- 
ish stars, topped by James Mason, 
have established a name for them- 
selves in New York and other key 
cities, they're still as much unknown 
in the smaller towns as is the name 
of a U. S. vice president. Inter- 
change of stars might help ease the 
latter situation but that, so far, hasn't 
paid off. 

Situation was summed up neatly 
by one smallitown indie exhibitor, 
who told of the time he sereened 
the March of Time’s “Challenge to 
Hollywood,” which depicted British 
production outfits at work. Prin- 
cipal of the high school in his town, 
who's naturally recognized as one of 
the more intelligent citizens, walked 
out after the MOT short and told the 
manager, “I don't know why you 
play such things. I wouldn't give 
you 2c. for the best British picture 





| made.” 
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Council Campaigning Ends This Week 
In Preparation for Monday's Election 





Campaigning on the regular and? 


opposition tickets for 10 members of 
Equity’s council will be climaxed 
this week in anticipation of the elec- 
tion, which takes place at the Astor 
hotel, N. Y., Monday (2). 

Those working for the regular 
nominees are urging fellow actors 
not to split the ticket, campaigning 
being carried on by letters, tele- 
phone and personal contact. Con- 
test is viewed as a battle between 
conservatives and so-called “progres- 
sives,” regarded as principally in- 
terested in putting into office the 
opposition or independent nomi- 
nees. 

Adherents of the opposition ticket 
are said to have subscribed $1,200 at 
a pep meeting held at the Algonquin 
hotel last week. Independents in- 
serted ads in Coast tradepapers with 
the idea of winning support from 
Equityites in Hollywood, where 
around $200 was raised. Donations 
are being used for electioneering 
matter but principally to pay back- 
dues for members so that they will 
be eligible to vote, expectedly for 
the indie ticket. 


Capacity Biz Seen 
In Welles’ ‘Macbeth’ 
At Utah Centennial 


‘ Salt Lake City, May 27. 





Orson Welles opens tomorrow 
(28) at Kingbury Hall in a new ver- 
sion of “Macbeth,” and advance | 


sales indicate his four-day stand 
will be to capacity houses. Accord- 
ing to Geil Plummer, manager of 
the University theatre, co-sponsors 
with the Centennial Commission of 
the three-day drama _.festival, mail 
orders have been coming in from 
four states. 

Welles is doing the Shakespear- 
ean standby with a cast from Holly- 
wood, supplemented by local ama- 
teurs in minor roles. 

The forthcoming production is be- 
ing used as a tryout for Welles’ 
later motion picture of “Macbeth.” 
With a week of rehearsal prior to 
tomorrow’s opening, and 10 days 
when the cast returns to Hollywood, 
the pic will be ready to go before 
the cameras. The six performances 
here will be used as a basis for 
eharges which may be made before 
the picture goes into production. 
Plans call for Welles to produce 
and direct the picture, play the title 
role and design the sets. 

In the current production, Welles 
plays Macbeth, Jeanette Nolan does 
Lady Macbeth, Dan O’Herlihy of 
the Abbey and Gate Theatres is 
MacDuff, Roddy McDowall, former 
child filmite, does Malcolm, Edgar 
Barrier is Banquo, and John McIn- 
tyre, husband of the female lead, is 
the Friar. The cast, all Mercury 
Theatre cohorts, will also play the 
leads in the picture version. 


ELLA LOGAN WINS 
PAY ROW ON ‘FINIAN’ 


Ella Logan won over Lee Sabin- 
son in a dispute over a salary de- 
duction because the actress arrived 
at the theatre a bit late for a recent 
performance of “Finian’s Rainbow.” 
Equity ruled that as Miss Logan was 
ready to go on stage at the first 
curtain, she was entitled to full pay 
and the manager was wrong in 
making a deduction of one-eighth. 

Players are supposed to be in the 
theatre 30 minutes before the per- 
formance starts. The actress claimed 
that as Sabinson permitted her to 
put on make up at home, there was 
no justification for the stage man- 
ager ordering Miss Logan's under- 
study to play the part. 

Miss Logan’s contract is said to 
call for $1,500 weekly, plus a per- 
centage, her weekly paycheck being 
reported to average $1,800, although 
a higher figure was formerly men- 
tioned. Her contract for “Rainbow,” 
produced by Sabinson and William 
R. Katzell, expires this Saturday 
(31), and she’s being replaced by 
Dorothy Claire. 


Keys for Mpls. ‘Bests’ 
Minneapolis, May 27. 








Patterned after the Motion Pic- | 


ture Academy “Oscar” awards at 
Hollywood, the North Star Drama 
Guild, local little theatre group, fol- 
lowing the conclusion of its season 
is presenting golden keys to its 
actors and actresses who are ad- 
judged to have given the best per- 
formances, 


sa" has’. 97 2 at . 


MIXUP IN NEWARK 
ON SHOW’S OPENING 


Either the management of the 
Newark Opera House, which occa- 
sionally plays legit shows, got 
mixed up in its dates, or a local 
union did that little thing. Monday 
(26) night 500 unionists who bought 
benefit tickets at $6 top for the ex- 
pected debut of “The Magic Touch” 
went to the theatre and found that 
the show was off. Then it was an- 
nounced the play is slated to bow 
Aug. 22. 


blamed the booking office for not 
advising the house of the cancella- 
tion. “Touch” was slated to try out 
this spring but no salary guarantee 
was posted with Equity, and the 
play never started rehearsals. 


Dunham Troupe Still Mex 


es 
Wow in New Dance Revue 
Mexico City, May 27. 
Katherine Dunham,. after a big 
four weeks at the Teatre Iris here 
| under presentation by the American 
Theatre (Sam Pearce, Melvin Parks 
| and Martin S. Holman) is doing 
| boffo with a new, special show, “La 
| Valse,” based on Maurice Ravel's 


music, at the government-owned 
Palace of Fine Arts (National Thea- 
“tre). Palace presentation, original 
set for four performances, is now 
set for an indefinite period. It’s 
jointly sponsored by the American 
Theatre and the Fine Arts Institute, 
though it is apart from the Ameri- 
ean_ Theatre’s season that began at 
the Iris Feb. 4. 


Dunham show starts late, even for 
here, 10 p.m., with the » Saturday 
show opening at midnight. Prices 
run from $1 to $15 (Mex.). 


American Theatre is arranging to 
resume its season immediately after 
Miss Dunham’s engagement and that 
of the Monte Carlo Baliet Russe, 
which is occupying the Iris until 
June 7. Reported that the Theatre 
plans two presentations, one a musi- 
cal, the other a legit, with a third 
penciled. 











Ballet Russe Continues 


Draw in Mexico City 
Mexico City, May 27. 


Monte Carlo Ballet Russe, Sergei 
Denham, director, follows through 
with its good opener (19) at the 
Teatro Iris here, volume of cash 
customers demonstrating that local 
public definitely likes No. 1 dance 


attractions. Show plays through 
June 7, 
While performances, individual 


and collective, are good, and ditto 
for costuming, presentation is 
cramped by the theatre (an old- 
timer), under par scenery and an 
insufficiéntly rehearsed orchestra. 
Prices range from $20 to $3 (Mex.). 





Cleveland Kickoff 


Cleveland, May 27, 


Ninth Semester of municipally- 
operated Cain Park amphitheatre, 
a 3,500-seater, kicks off June 17 with 
“Barber and Cow” as first of 10 pro- 
ductions. 

Opener is a Welsh folk comedy, 
which will have American preem 
here. ; 





NEW POCONO PLAYHOUSE 
Easton, Pa., May 27. 
A fourth strawhat will enter the 
picture in this section this summer, 
the Pocono Playhouse, at Mountain- 
home, near here. Mrs. Rowena 
Stevens, the manager, announced 
that a 12-week season will open 
July 4 with “Dear Ruth.” 


Theatre is a new, pre-fabricated 
steel structure seating 500. Richard 
Bender will be the director. 


Other playhouses around here are 
Bucks County Playhouse at New 
Hope, Clinton Music Hall and 
Hunterdon Hills Playhouse. 








Jack Rutherford starts series of 
| Summer operetta performances when 
| he opens with St. Louis Municipal 
Opera Co. June 9 through July 6. 
Follows with Louisville and Mem- 
phis light opera companies 


' 





a i . 24 i 


all 


Understood the management! 








~ Plays Out of Town 


Oh! Susanna 
Pasadena, May 21. 


Pasadena Playhouse production of comedy 
with music in two acts, four scenes. Book 
by Florence Ryerson and Colin Clements; 
music and lyrics by Ann Ronell, based on 
songs of Stephen Foster. Staged by George 
Phelps. Dances by Julia Farnsworth; set- 
ting by Rita Glover; costumes by Betty 
Flint; lighting by Fred C. Huxley, At 
Pasadena Playhouse, Pasadena, Cal., May 
21, 1947; $2 top. 











Stephen Foater......-..00 Michael Grayson 
Ce SESS PETTY CEE Foster Leta Gold 
Mayor Benjamin Foster........ Paul Maxey 
Susanna Foster....... beeeebes Marni Nixon 
Willie Green......ecee eseeess-Sonny Howe 
Jeanie McDowell.....cese.--..-Julle Bayer 
MGwin PF; CRIB: cicoccess Oliver Prickett 
GBiGOOR FOGG. ccccsscccccesgess Alex Gerry 
Richard Van Smythe....... .John Hampton 
Dr. Angus McDowell...... Jack Kirchmaier 


Townspeople, river characters, etc. 
Dancers, 8 girls, 11 boys 
Singers, 8 girls, 8 boys 





During the ASCAP-BMI battle the 
nation was assailed from all sides 
by “Jeanie With the Light Brown 
Hair.” There is no cause for fearing 
a repeat epidemic caused by the suc- 
cess of “Oh! Susanna.” This comedy 
with music is definitely not hit musi- 
cal calibre. 

Florence Ryerson and Colin Clem- 
ents became interested in Stephen 
Foster while researching for their 
successful “Harriet.” Their interest 
led them to pen “Susanna,” suppos- 
edly the true story of Foster’s song- 
writing career. While it may be fac- 
tually correct, the book is dull and 
uninspired. 

Thin thread of the story shows 
Foster as a penniless, lazy songscribe 
spurred on to leave the >siver and 
make his fortune to prove worthy of 
Jeanie. To provide the usual com- 
plications before boy - gets - girl, 
Jeanie’s city slicker suitor intercepts 
Foster’s letters and he wins her only 
after minstrelman E, P. Christy has 
his troupe sing Foster’s songs under 
Jeanie’s window. 

There is an underlying idea here 
that could provide a fairly success- 
ful musical, but the book must be 
completely rewritten. Laughs are 
few and forced, and only the use of 
some of the more unfamiliar Foster 
music maintains lagging interest. 

Ann Ronell has done a fine job of 
scoring the Foster familiars and les- 
ser-knowns, and some of her original 
lyrics to the latter are intriguing. 
Only real tune standout is “Sing Me 
a Love Song Tonight,” which is well 
handled in a balcony vocal scene by 
Lucile Gilman. Of the others, “Some 
Folks Say,” as a novelty, and “My 
Forever-Love,” in the baglad class, 
show the best possibilities. 

Choreography is only average, and 
the forced introduction of a dream- 
ballet scene, used only as an excuse 
to drag in the “Beautiful Dreamer” 
number, brings an inevitable com- 
parison to “Oklahoma!”, The new- 
comer can’t stand the comparison. 

There are two entre-scenes which 
are passable, but the. best sequence 
in the book, the minstrel number, is 
brushed off too quickly. With a little 
more meat, this could help “Susanna” 
to a strong finish. 

Of the cast, Oliver Prickett does 
a neat job as minstrel man Christy, 
Paul Maxey handles his stint as Fos- 
ter’s uncle well, Leta Gold scores as 
the tunesmith’s manhungry aunt, 
and Marni Nixon does well as Su- 
sanna. Leads Michael Grayson and 
Julie Bayer are adequate. 

George Phelps staged the piece as 
well as possible, considering produc- 
tion’s size and the limitations of the 
facilities. Single set by Rita Glover 
is excellent. Kap. 





Open House 
Philadelphia, May 26. 


Rex Carlton production of comedy in three 
acts by Harry Young. Stars Mary Bo- 
land. Staged by Coby Ruskin: setting, Leo 





Kerz Opened at Loc ‘ 
say 38. 50. cust, Philadelphia, 
Mrs. MTU OROUR. 6 66b68s diode ccs Maty Boland 
Glenn Stewart Aveteenvasdveses John Harvey 
Lee Elkins.......5 Wiens seine’ Don Gibson 
Olivia RON 500800000064 Augusta Roeland 
Expressman soeceeccocecces Sammy Schwartz 
Mrs. COO OT 66:6 6660.08 6050065500000 Ann Dere 
Flo i rr re Joyce Mathews |° 
 , DR: Pp Seng Dave Tyrrell 
Joe TerROe she ebabenetectbaeess Steve Gethers 
Sess 005 Srekhe e beneeliavs wate: Del Hughes 
PtP eRe ee @oceses Dulcie Cooper 
Letter TMPURE . 5s hee bddeciores. Harold Grau 
Uncle WV UROUNOL 5 60+ piace Curtis Cooksey 
Chief eb) sO Fd) 0 0900048-0066ba00 Ben Loughlin 
CUS TEV sbe 8b 00400000 i. Dennis Bohan 
Mats: PONOOGRSs 6 csbedb0003%5 i William David 
Photographer........... Forrest Taylor, Jr 
Mr. Pitendek$...0.0.c00secccess Will Kulova 





Philly's season wound up as it be- 
gan, On a sour note. Swan song was 
a first performance of a new comedy 
by Harry Young entitled “Open 
House,” which is skedded for a week 
at the Locust here and is then sup- 
posed to be headed for Broadway. 

If sundry other tryouts of this sea- 
son, notably “Carrot and Club,” 

Best of Spirits” and “Heartsong,” 
were deemed bad enough to wind 
up their careers in the midst of their 
local engagements, this one should 
certainly follow suit because it 
marks about the low ebb of the sea- 
son—in fact, several seasons, “Tent- 
ing Tonight,” which dealt in a rather 
different fashion with the after-war 
housing shortage, was nearly a mas- 
terpiece compared to this labored 
piece. 

The name of Mary Boland un- 
doubtedly means something at the 
boxoffice, and this fine trouper gives 
as good an account of herself as pos- 
sible in this, her return to the stage 
after a considerable absence, She 


¢ 


a 
® 3 
Inside Stuff—Legit 

It’s not usual that a show back on Broadway after touring gets an pan 
tended notice from a firststring critic but such attention was given “Up ma 
Central Park” when it came to the City Center last week. Brooks Atkin. 
son, of the N. Y. Times, was the reviewer. Aware that it ran well over ‘ 
year, first at the Century and then the Broadway, before going on a 
coast-to-coast tour, the critic panned “Park” in Tuesday’s (20) edition and 
his Sunday (25) column was another castigation. Originally the musical 
drew two adverse notices (Tribune and PM), but it drew capacity over a 
long period at $6 top. .Musical cuts four week date in half and stops 
this week. 

“Park” was easily Mike Todd’s most successful attraction. It was close 
to a record low-cost major musical production, and the showman r 
tured the investment within a couple of months. On the road its BT OSSeg 
were high, going for record figures in some stands. But “Park” came a- 
cropper in Hollywood, where Todd ballyhooed it terrifically in its Bowl 
date last summer. Reported that the loss there and in San Francisco, where 
it played the Auditorium, was a financial wallop. “Park” had been ex. 
panded for those dates, then reverted to its original theatre form and 
started making money again. 

When “Park” debuted at the Century, N. Y., Todd hosted a vast, ex. 
pensive party at the Tavern-on-the-Green in Central Park, taking first. 
nighters to the restaurant from the theatre in horse-drawn hacks to con. 
form to the mood of the show's period, that of the 1880's. Previously Billy 
Rose had opened “Seven Lively Arts” at the Ziegfeld, serving champagne 
free at the intermission, but the tickets were $22 top. 


ecap- 





Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne celebrated their 25th wedding anni- 
versary Monday (26), when they started their last week’s appearance in 
“O Mistress Mine” at the Empire, N. Y. Play, which originated in London 
is said to be the most successful in the career of the outstanding acting 
duo in a generation. Lunts have been teamed for 23 years, their first joint 
appearance being in “The Guardsman,” presented by the Theatre Guild. 
They were under Guild management for years, appearing in 18 different 
plays for them, but in recent seasons they have been interested in Noel 
Coward and John C. Wilson attractions, the latter being the author's 
American represéntative. Guild is usually interested with them and is 
co-producer of “Mistress.” 


There have been many husband and wife teams in vaudeville, but fewer... 


in legit. The Lunts compare with E. H. Sothern and Julia Marlowe, 
Robert Mantell and Genevieve Hamper, Charles and Ivah Coburn, the 
Drews, Fredric March and Florence Eldridge, Howard Lindsay and Doro- 
thy Stickney. Latter team played together only in “Life With Father,” 
but that was a career in itself. They will reappear in “Father” at night 
on June 14 when the show breaks the Broadway run record. All tickets 
are sold for the performance. 

“Mistress” has occupied the Empire for two seasons. Last summer it 
laid off, and this year a six-week lapse was necessary when Lunt was 
operated upon for a kidney ailment. 





Lambs club went martial last Friday (23) when Army and Navy brass- 
hats participated in the dedication of a shrine in memoriam to members 
who participated in both world wars. Many clubmen were there in officers’ 
uniform. Event was conducted by the club’s Servicemen’s Morale Corps, 
which entertained men in uniform for 219 consecutive weeks during and 
after the war, number of men attending those events being estimated at 
75,000. Each supper given the men prior to the shows cost around $400, 
bana was contributed by any number of Lambs and occasionally an out- 
sider. 

Capt. Grayson B. Carter, former commander of the U.S.S. New York, 
presented the Lambs with a plaque from the battleship. It was accepted 
by Raymond Peck, Shepherd of the club, who, with Richard McCann, 
head of — No. 2, musicians union, had previously received awards for 
war work. 





A suit over the offered purchase of the film rights to “Good Night, 
Ladies,” by Columbia, is due for decision in N. Y. supreme court. Deal 
was stymied after a difference of opinion between Columbia’s Harry and 
Jack Cohn, latter wanting the rights while his brother didn’t. Case hinges 
on the legality of a telegraphic offer to Howard Lang and Al Rosen of 
$150,000 for the rights: while the farce played Chicago. Suit was filed by 
J. J. Schwebel, an attorney, who purchased the rights from the estate of 
the late Avery Hopwood, who wrote the original farce called ‘Ladies’ 
Night In a Turkish Bath,” in collaboration with Charlton Andrews. If an 
award is made Lang and Rosen, who presented “Ladies” in revised form, 
would get 40% of the film money. It was made into a silent picture soon 


after the original Broadway showing by Warners. It was an A. H. Woods 
attraction. 





“No Room At the Inn,” running in London for more than a year, is slated 
for importation to Broadway next season, with the cast intact, by John 
Golden and Jack Hylton, who produced the play. Lee Shubert, over there 
visiting, saw a récent performance but walked out after the second act, 
saying: “I can’t understand a word that dame is saying.” He referred to 
Freda Jackson, who is the femme lead and whose dialect evidently didn’t 
register with the American manager. 





Bert Lahr and the cast of “Burlesque” agreed to a 25% cut if grossing 
under $15,000, the idea being to keep the company at the Belasco, N. Y. 
over the summer, and then tour in the fall. But, the first week of such a 
deal the gross went just a couple hundred dollars over the 15G. However, 
salary readjustments are on the agenda through exit of Jean Parker, at 
$1,000, with a $350 replacement, plus other cuts, including that of the au- 
thors under the “revival” agreement, which calls for a lesser royalty. 





Harry L. Ettinger, N. Y. attorney, has formed a production company to 
be headed by James Dunn, Donald Medford (both actors) and Harold 
Keith, formerly of Theatre, Inc. Dunn, who came from the Coast, was in 
Eugene O’Neill’s “A Moon For the Misbegotten,” shelved after a spring 
tryout. New outfit has scheduled a musical called “This Love Business,” 


designed for Gertrude Niesen show bei t by Martin Godwin, 
Burt Milton and Adele Newman. w being authored by 





Although there was no Pulitzer prize this season, two Broadway stand- 
outs are advertising that each won a previous such award—“Harvey,” 
psec copped in 1945, and “State of the Union,” last season’s winner. 
rang (25) ads for “Harvey” quoted the total gross of the Mary Coyle 

ase laugh show amounted to $4,791,168.25, presumably up to the end of 
the previous week, the figure including the road show's takings. 





— 





not only gets all the laughs there 
are legitimately in her dhamasien but 
coaxes a few extra ones through her 
sheer artistry. However, that isn’t 
enough—far from enough. 

In “Open House,” Miss Boland is 
seen as a widow, living alone in a 
large suburban house which is really 
too expensive for her straitened 
circumstances. Unfortunately, the 
snooty and restricted neighborhood 
won't tolerate room-renting. How- 
ever, Miss Boland decides to try it 
when a couple of nice young fellows 
help her home on a bus with some 
heavy parcels, They are delighted 
to get board and lodging, and she is 
equally delighted to have company. 
Also, their rent money and that of 
a sister of one of them will hel pay 
the expense of the big home, at is 


ein rs ‘ ; 





where a particularly snooty next- 
door neighbor steps in, threatening 
an injunction suit. To counter it, 
the young people pretend to be rela- 
tives. Later, however, some of their 
not-too-choice business acquaint- 
ances and a rather shady uncle al- 
rive on the spot and complicate mat- 
ters. It ends with the house being 
taken for an immoral joint, and the 
police raid it, netting the snooty 
neighbor in the haul. 

The last act gets more jumbled 
and fantastic than ever, with the 
chiseling uncle paired to marry the 
widow, so that they all really can 
relatives, and the snooty neighbor 
trying to buy him off. A romance 
between the neighbor's daughter a? 


(Continued on page 52) 
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HITS (New Shows) 


“A)] My Sons” 
“another Part of the Forest” 


“Icetime” 
“Joan of Lorraine” 


“Brigadoon” “John Loves Mary” 

“Finian’s Rainbow” “The Iceman Cometh” 

“Happy Birthday” “Years Ago” 
MODERATES 

“A Flaz Is Born” an he ee 

“Bal Negre” “The Fata éakness” 


“Barefoot Boy With Cheek” 


FLOPS 


“A Family Affair” 
“Around the Town” 

“A Young Man’s Faney” 
_ ‘Bathsheba” 

“Beggar's Holiday” 
“Christopher Blake” 
“Gypsy Lady” 

“Heads or Tails” 

“Hear That Trumpet” 
“Hidden Horizon” 

“If the Shoe Fits” 

“It Takes Two” 

“Land’s End” 

“Little A’ 

“Loco” 

“Lovely Me” 

“Love Goes to Press” 
“Made in Heaven” 
“Maid of Ozarks” 
“Message for Margaret” 
“Miracle of the Mountains” 


“Mr. Peebles and Mr. Hooker” 
“No Exit” 

“Park Avenue” 

“Parlor Story” 


“Portrait in ack” 

“Second Best hed 

“Street Bcene” 

“Temper the Wind” 
“Tenting Tonight” 

“The Bees.and the Flowers” 


“The Big Two” 

“The Dancer” 

“The Eagle Has Two Heads” 

“The Haven” 

“The Medium” and “The Telephone” 
“The Story of Mary. Surratt” 

“The Whole World Over” 


“Toplitzky of Notre Dame” 
“Wonderful Journey” 
“Yours Is My Heart” 


REVIVALS 


(Hits) 
“Alice in Wonderland” 
“Cyrano de Bergerac” 
“Lady Windermere’s Fan” 
“Sweethearts” 
“The Importance of Being Earnest” 
(Moderates) 
“Burlesque” 
“Love For Love” 
(Flops) 
“Androcles and the Lion” 
“As You Like It” 
“Craig's Wife” 
“Hamlet” 


HOLDOVERS FROM 


“Anna Lucasia” iclosed) 
“Annie Get Your Gun” 

“Bern Yesterday” 

“Call Me Mister” 

“Carousel” (closed) 

“Deep Are the Roots” (closed) 
“Dream Girl” (closed) 
“Harvey” 


“Henry VIII” 

“John Gabriel Borkman” 
“King Lear” 

“Lysistrata” 

“Merchant of Venice” 
“Obsession” (“Jealousy”) 
“The Chocolate Soldier” 
“The Duchess of Malfi” 
“What Every Woman Knows” 
“The Front Page” 

“The Playboy of the Western World” 
“Volpone” 

“Yellow Jack” 


PREVIOUS SEASONS 


“Life With Father” 
“O Mistress Mine” 
“Oklahoma!” 
“Show Boat” (closed) 

“State of the Union” 

“The Red Mill” (closed) 

“The Voice of the Turtle” 
“Three to Make Ready” (closed) 


(closing) 


TRYOUT FLOPS 


“A Dangerous Woman” (“Cordelia”) 
“A Lady Passing Fair” 
“Barnaby and Mr. O'Malley” 
“Best of Spirits” 

“Carrot and Club” 

“Come On Up” 

“Countess Julia” 

“Darling, Darling, Darling” 
“Heartsong” 

“Heyday” 

“In Gay New Orleans” 
“Mary Had a Little” 


“Moon for the Misbegotten” 
“Set "Em Up Tony” 

“Sweet Bye and Bye” 

“Ten o'Clock Scholar” 
“The Greatest of These” 
“The Legend of Lou” 

“The Magnificent Heel” 
“The Merry Wives of Windsor” 
“Three Indelicate Ladies” 
“Trouble for Rent” 
“Washington Square” 


EXPERIMENTAL THEATRE 


“As We Forgive Our Debtors” 
“O'Daniel” 
“The Great Campaign” 


“The Wanhope Building” 
“Virginia Reel” 

















Fulton, N.Y., Being 
Wired for Films 
To Fill Legit Gap 


The Fulton, just off Broadway, 


whieh spanned therseason with “An- 


Other Part of the Forest,” is being 
wired for pictures by City Investing 
Co., but the intention is to use the 
house for legit next season. City’s 
idea is to exhibit foreign films at 
the Fulton and will survey the mar- 
ket for such product before seeking 
American releases. It's hoped that 
Standouts from abroad can be 


boeked, general idea being for the | 


house to earn revenue between legit 
s€asons, approximately from June to 
October, House is dark; no new 
shows are yet in sight for 1947-48, 
City Investing also owns the Vic- 
ia, adjoining. the Fulton = and 
Astor, latter being on the Broadway 
side- of the site, 
Ppreperty with a film poliey being 
the latter (“The Best Years of Our 
ives” is showing there). All three 
res are among the buildings to 
be possibly razed approximately a 
year hence. 


Irene Selznick to Do New 


Tennessee Williams Play 
Hollywood, May 27. 

New Tennessee Williams play. “A 
Streetcar Named Desire,” will be 
Produced by Irene Selznick. Elia 
Kazan wi}} direct; most of casting 
to be done in Holly wood. 

Show calls for two male and two 
fem leads. Kazan returns from 
New York, June 1, Mrs. Selznick 
June 15. Rehearsals are scheduled 
for early Se ptember, play to open o! 
road. 


before _ Thanksgiving. 





its most profitable , 


and go into Ni w York shortly | 


Equity Skeds 
0 Strawhats 


Early this week 90 professional 
stocks were listed with 
Equity and most all had deposited 
money to guarantee salaries. Indi- 
cations are that the total will reach 
125, which means 
actors will take up the production 
slack between seasons. 

First stock opened Monday (26), 
at Worcester, formerly a regular 
legit stand, and there will be several 
in action by the Memorial 
weekend. Thereafter, June 23 is the 
starting date for at least 12 stocks, 
shortly after which there will be 
a profusion of strawhat “premieres. 


—_————— 





summer 


English Play for Strawhat 

“Grand National Night,” English 
play, is to be presented at the 
Bucks County Playhouse, Pa., this 
summer, with a possible showing on 
Broadway in the fall. 

Melodrama was played in London 
last season and was reported doing 
fairty well. It was 
this side by Warren P. Munsell and 
Herman Bernstein. 

Olmey Opening 
Olney, Mad.. May 27. 
Local strawhat season gets under 


wav Deeoration Day (30) when Ol- 
nev Theatre reopens with Haila 
Stodc: rd stariing in Elmer Rice s 
* om Girl.” “Show. which will 
through June 8 has never been 

seen in these parts, and, as result, 


(Continued on, page 55), , 
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Amer- 
Theatre and the up- 
revivals—these were the 
the past Broadway legit 
Number of revivals, 24, 
that of last vear. 

From a boxoffice as well as artis- 
tic standpoint revivals were 


season. 


1ust as 
new attractions as 
taken in produc- 
tion and performance, while grosses 
were as good, if not better, than 
some fresh successes. 
shov's was less 
for °45-46 but actually there 
was more productivity during the 
theatrical year just ending. 

Among the new shows 
15 clicks, 10 being hits 
moderates out of 56, to 
added seven revival 
there were 22 money 
total of 80 


ond ‘five 
which are 
scorers, 
attractions out 
presentations. 
shows flopped at try- 
out, including some that originated 
on the Coast and ned toward 
Broadway. One later resumed and 
reached the main stem, so that 
number of legiters that actually 
reached the boards was 104. Sev- 
shows taken off out of town 
are tentatively listed for piesenta- 
Broadway in the fall. 
°46-47 the number of money 
was higher than last year, when 
with more new productions there 
was a baker's dozen of winners. 
Number of definite new-show 
flops was 41, 
last season when the casualties num- 
bered 49 out of 62 tries. Among the 
two dozen revivals, 17 failed but five 
were among. the ART presentations 
and five were among Shakespearean 
plays offered by Donald Wolfit’s 
touring troupe. Last year 
sensational engagement 
revival group a real lift. 


were ail 


Old 
gave 


Vic's 
the 


reflected in the increased number of 


|} oldies put on during 46-47. 


| 


| traetions 


Musicals Have Edge 
Among the season's top 
the musicals have a dis- 


(Continued on page 52) 


Reveal Penalty To 


that plenty of: 


Day | 


| legit casting for six months: 


‘Mister’ Actor For 


/, Violation Was $300: 


Fquity’s refusal to state the 


| Amount of the fine meted out to | 
poo Scholl for paving 10% 
mission to his agent, 
lowable fee, resulted in an exagger- 

ated sum being reported. He was 
supposed to have: been nicked $1,000 | 
but actually it cost the “Call Me 
Mister” actor around $150 net. 
Equity appears in the mood to 
“throw the book” at any member 
violating the 5% restriction but it’s 
a question of whether Scholl wasn't 


com- 


benefited after a recent long session | 


of Equity’s council. 
Amount of the fine was around | 
$300. Half of that was paid to Equity | 
from the date a complaint against 
Scholl was filed. 
was decided upon, 
agent involved, was 


John Darrow, the 
ruled out of 


Darrow is disqualified the actor is 


not expected to pay him any fee; so 


scheduled for | 


it's figured that Scholl will regain 
more than the amount of the fine 
during the balance of the “Mister” 
engagement. 

Darrow’s standing as an agent in 
Hollywood is not affected for pie- 
tures, radio or clubs, and when his 
suspension expires he may apply for 
reinstatement with Equity. Darrow 
came from the Coast, where he 
headquarters, 
said he wasn’t aware of the facis 
indicating his New York representa- 
tive was the guilty one: 


SCHWARTZ SIGNS ZAYENDA 
Maurice Schwartz has signed the 
Polish star. Edmund Zayenda, to 
play a featured role in his first pro- 
duction of his 28th sersen, “Shy- 
ck’s Daughter.” 
Play opens Scopt 
Art Theatre, N.Y. 


Technically | 


Thus } ‘ 


the | 


For | 
shows | 


a better showing than | 


new at- | 


twice the al-. 


When the penalty | 


Sinee | 


for the “hearing” and | 


249 at the Yiddish | 


REVIVALS’ 1946-47 IMPORTANCE 





\Extensive Training 





Meets Agcy. Partner 
For the First Time 

Brought together by a 
friend, Jack H. Gordu: 
| Armstrong formed 
terprises, an international play serv- 
ice, last March Armstrong, the 
firm’s Paris rep, met partner Gordun 
for the first time upon his 
Friday (23) in New York aboard the 
| Queen Elizabeth. Previously they 
had known each other only by cor- 
respondence. 

Planning to arrange for produc- 
tion of several French plays on 
Broadway, Armstrong brought with 
him several scripts of French pays. 
Gordun-Armetrong firm has acquired 
the French-speaxing rights to such 
| American plays as “Boy Meets Girl.” 
‘Three Men on a Horse” and “Key 
Largo.” 


Iceman Goes 


On Ice This Wk. 
After NSG Tour 


“The Iceman 
in Chicago 


mutual 
and Herbert 
Ambassador En- 


arrivai 


Cometh” winds up 

Saturday (31) but 
whether the Theatr. Guild, plus a 
| Cozen or so other investors in Eu- 
gene O'Neill's overtime drama. are 
satisfied with the tour is doubtful. 
Drama was geared too high to op- 
erate profitably at even very good 
| grosses, as indicated by the. fieures. 
“Iceman” got around $19.000 for its 
first week at the Studebaker in Chi. 
but is reported to have lost approxi- 
| mately $2.000. 

Understood that the most success- 

ful date of “Iceman” out of town 
wa. in Washington, where it plaved 
two weeks to grosses of around 
$27.000 each, but some of the other 
| dates played in the red. When the 
drama left Broadway it was only 
definitely booked for five weeks, 
then more time was contracted for. 
“Iceman” is a one-setter, but when 
the show added matinees out of 
| town, extra compensation was nec- 
| essary ‘or the pla:ers and stage 
,erew because of the length of per- 
| formance. which permitted little 
chance for dinner on days when 
|performances were given in the 
| afternoon. 
Payroll for the cast is around §$7.- 
'500 despite the absence of stars. 
| That item, plus O'Neill's royalties. 
amounts to $10,000 weekly, and that 
| does not include $1,500 pavable. to 
| James Barton, under ceniract 
|; not in the show. He refused to shift 
| to another lead when a replacement 
was made for him at the author's 
| insistence, although he was in “Ice- 
man” for about five months. 

O'Neill's royalty is said to be 15% 
|of the gross, which puts him on a 
(par with George Bernard Shaw. 


Players are under contract for 1947- | 


48. having: been signed for two sea- 


| sons. Because of the show’s reputa- 
tion it will probably tour in the 
fall, but a $22,000 weekly gross is 


i necessary if it’s to operate at better 
than an even break. 


Lawson Ill, Hardwicke 
Steps Into ‘Barretts’ 


Los Angeles. May 27 

Sir Cedric Hardwicke stepped 
into “The Barretts of Wimpole 
Street” when it opened here at the 
Biltmore last night after only 24 
hours of rehearsal. Thesp took over 
role of Katharine Cornell's father 
/replacing Wilfred Lawson, who wa 
stricken in San Francisco. 

Company arrived in town Sunday 
and Hardwicke promptly began re- 
hearsals. He had studied lines at 
home since agreeing to take role tu 
laddition to stint in “I Remember 
/Mama.” which rolled yesterday ai 
RKO. Hardwicke played father role 
in London 16 years ago. 

Guthrie McClintic finished out 
week in San Francisco in Lawson 
lrole pefore troupe headed, south 


but | 


for Chorine Work 


Why Cues High Kickers’ Plea for More Pay 


+ Choristers 


who make up the en- 


sembles in musica! shows are Living 
out with reasons why they sheuld 
get better minimum salaries than 
those set for junior actors 

Some of the latter reach the stage 
after graduating from drama schools. 
but the majority are said te wander 
into show business more as “types” 


rather than because of native ability. 
Yet, Equity has always had a higher 
minimum ($60 as against $50 for the 
chorus). On the road pay is some- 
what higher, on Broadway there are 
no ensemble people working at scale. 

Chorus Equity declares that nearly 
all its members devole considerable 
time and money for training before 
they step onto the stage. Same ctart 
as toddlers. dance, 
after entering the ranks they 
continue to take lessons in the ex- 
pectation of becoming principals. 


in learning te and 


chorus 


Not a few ensemblers, especially 
girls, achieve that objective, one 
pertinent case in point being the 
current “Song of Norway,” which 
originated on and is back*on the 
Coast Nine-tenths of the present 
cast was in the chorus when the 


operetta opened on Broadway. 


When the minimum for the cherus 
was raised last season, it was em- 
phasized to producers t! t some gir}s 


have taken vocal and «nee lessens 


for nearly 10 years bviore reaching 
professional | status. Cost ef the 
training is estimated at more than 
$4.000. Chorus members when be- 
coming principals join Equity, the 
parent union, but are not recuired 


to apply for a year after leaving: the 
ensemble. 

Another reason why Chorus Equity 
is now considering a demand for 
creased minimums is the centention 
that the average len@h of time a 
girl remains on the stege, unless: ee- 
vated to principal rating, is five 
vears. Managers say that many 
chorines earn  addiiionsl1 money 
hrough medeling or in radio, but it’s 
indicated that the embitious ones 
devote their daytime to practice and 
study of stage arts. 


City Center, N.Y., Set 
For Summer Steck 
In ‘Co-e' Prevect 


Stock this summ<y, at the City 
‘Center, N. Y.. has been contracted 
for between Paul M executive 


director of the ciiy-owned theatre, 
and a group of actors known as the 
Company of Twelve. It’s supposed 
, to be a cooperative protect, but that 
‘is not actually correct since Equity 
will not countenance such sharing 


ventures. Minimum sclary of $46 
per week must be paid, that being 
the scale for steek #5 against $60 


for regular productions. 


A season of 10 weets-is scheduled, 
each play to be presented twe weeks: 
at $2.40 top. the staneard scale for 
the house. The Center is regarded 
'as too large for regmlation straight- 
plav showings, and to make the 
itheatre more “intimate” curtains 
'y ill block off 600 ceets on the lower 
floor. Proposed list of revivals: “Rip 
|Van Winkle.” “The Trial of Mary 
Dugan,” “Arms and the Man,” 
“Seven Keys’ to Baldpzie” and “Beg- 
on Horsebac’.” 

Members of Twelve are Hareld 
Promley. Byron MeGrath, Revert 
Rappert. Haila Stoddard, Franees 
Reid, Grace Copein. Philip Bour- 
neuf, Montgomery Clift; Mildred 
Natwick, Herbert Berehof. Carl 
Kent and Bill Dell. Latter is a 
press agent and ) a producer. 


ear 


‘Dream Girl’ Tees Off 
Gryphon’s Laguna Season 


Hollywood, May 27. 
John Meredyth Lueas, direetor of 
Gryphon Players, strawhat greup, 
announced a program of nine plays 
for summer staging at Laguna Beseh. 
Season opens July 1 with “Dream 


Girl,” followed by “Pursuit of Hap- 
piness,” “Dark of the Moon,” “My 
Sister Eileen.” “Amphitryon 38,” 
“The Voice of the Turtle.” “The 
' Little Foxes” “A Highland Fling” 
and “The Late George Aptey.” 
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tinct edge, particularly as to their 
run chances, “Finian’s Rainbow” 
and “Brigadoon” being the stand- 
outs. Among the drama clicks ‘Joan 
of Lorraine” (with Ingrid Bergman) 
would undoubtedly have played a 
year or more but was in for a 
limited date. “Joan” was easily the 
straight-play b.o. standout, unique 
in that during a 26-week engage- 
ment attendance was capacity 
standees 
wma of weather and conditions. 

nly three of the others, “John 
Loves. Mary,” “Happy Birthday” 
(comedies) and “All 
(drama) are figured as 
atayers. Among _ the 
“Sweethearts” has the best chat.ce; 
“Love For Love” 
for a limited stay. 
derland” 
as is “Burlesque.” 
of Being Earnest” might have 
spanned the summer, and “Lady 
Windermere’s Fan,” another Wilde 
comedy, was one of the season’s 
most successful revivals. “Andro- 
cles and the Lion” was the best of 
the ART revivals until “Alice” 
game along. One or both may tour 
in the fall. 

Fewer Musicals 

There weren’t as many musical 
flops during the season .probably 
because there were fewer such ma- 
jor productions. Most costly mu- 
sical failure out of town was “In Gay 
New Orléans,” into which $300,000 
was sunk, but that show emerges on 
Broadway next week under another 
title, “Louisiana Lady.” “Beggar’s 
Holiday” represented an even big- 
ger investment. After halting out of 
town it came to Broadway, then 
exited way in the red, a Chicago 
date following, but that ended after 
slightly more than a week. There 
were high expectations for “Street 
Scene” which was a dismal draw in 
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We Specialize in 


IMPERFECT 
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Immediate Attention 


B. LOWE, Dept. VY 
Holland Bidg. St. Louis, Mo. 





and | 
were always present re-| 


My Sons” | 
summer | 
revivals | 


arrived this week | 
“Alice in Won- | 
is aimed through summer, | 


Philadelphia yet came to town to 
acclaim not often accorded musicals. 
It did well for a time but Broad- 
wayites who predicted a _ limited 
audience for it were correct, show 
being too operatic in nature. Both 
“Scene.” “Holiday” and “Rainbow” 
had mixed casts and choruses but 
only the latter has been able to 
make the combination really work. 


“Annie Get Your Gun,” now in 
its second year, is still the musical 
smash on the list and leads all in 
takings, being figured to span an- 
other season. “Oklahoma!,” now in 
its fifth year, looks set well into 
next season, when new musicals 
will certainly be welcome. “Ice- 
time,” semi-musical skating revue, 
spanned the season again and in re- 
vised form lights up this week, with 
other run musicals doubtful of stay- 
ing to the fall. 

“Father” Nears Record 

“Life With Father,” hitting a new 
run record June 14, will attempt to 
stick by means of reduced ticket 
prices, “Voice of The Turtle” being 
on that basis now. Of other long- 
run straight plays, “Born Yester- 
day,” in its second year, appears to 
have the best chance to play into or 
through °47-48. However, “Harvey,” 
in its third year, is still sturdy, and 


“State of The Union,” in its ‘second 
year, is a possibility to stick into 
"47-48. 


Innovation during the season was 
the experimental presentation of five 
dramas. The idea was lauded but 
the product was not. However, un- 
der the auspices of the American 
National Theatre and Academy, 
which finally became active, addi- 
tional experimental plays are ex- 
pected next season. 

There were two name solo artists 
in legit theatres during the season, 
Maurice Chevalier drawing excep- 
tional grosses during a limited date, 
while Ruth Draper drew compara- 
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ACTORS’ EQUITY ASSOCIATION! 


COME TO YOUR MEETING, Mon. June 2nd—2:30 p.m. 
OR SEND IN YOUR BALLOTS 


tively mild attendance. They were 


| quartered at the Miller and Empire; 
respectively. 
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Open House 


lone of the young boarders further 
| stirs up the proceedings. 
| The ‘first act, which, fortunately, is 
| short, is unbelievably bad; the best 
| laughs, such as they are, occur in 
|} act two; the end is a disjointed 
| nightmare. 
What makes the whole thing worse 
|is that in addition to the cheapness 
| and obviousness of the comedy, 
unpleasantness about 


| there is an 
| nearly all the characters and most of 
| the proceedings. In fact, outside of 
the role played by Miss Boland, 
there is hardly a likable person in- 
volved. Some of the action and some 
of the lines are positively embar- 
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rassing, not so much from any moral 
standpoint but because of their out- 
rageously poor writing. - 

Joyce Mathews (Mrs, _ Milton 
Berle) is attractive, if brittle, in a 
most unsympathetic feminine role, 
and Augusta Roeland is equally un- 
prepossessing in another, Curtis 
Cooksey is rather good as the old 
uncle, and the two young men are 
adequately played by John Harvey 
and Don Gibson. Some of the oth- 
ers are pretty bad, and so is most 
of Coby Ruskin’s direction. 

Waters. 





Play on Broadway 
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Love for Love 





“Tove for Love” certainly is not. The 
William Congreve Restoration com- 
edy, revived. with a good deal of 
swank and distinction by John Giel- 
gud’s British company, is a museum- 
piece, impure and simple, It’s as bor- 
ing as it is bawdy. 

What may have been 
satire on 17th century London man- 
ners and morals in its — day is out- 
moded frou-frou for 20th century 
Broadway. The bawdiness is amus- 
ing only in spots; any first-rate N. Y. 
nitery can rival or better it. And 
with less poetic embroidery. 

Some witty lines and romantic mo- 
ments, much polished acting and fin- 
ished direction are wasted on a 
trifling comedy about the efforts of 
a profligate, disinherited scion to 
woo his rich sweetheart. The acting 
and direction are really standout. 
Gielgud as the foppish Valentine, 
Cyril Ritchard as the swishy Tattle, 
Pamela Brown as the coquettish An- 
gelica, and Adrianne Allen, the pred- 
atory Mrs. Frail, are excellent foils 
for Congreve’s lines. Robert Flem- 
yng as a blustering sailor, and Jessie 
Evans as an awkward country lass, 
are in noble support. 

But aside from such rowdy mo- 
ments as Miss Prue’s instruction in 
love by Tattle; Scandal’s romantic 
moments with Mrs. Foresight, and 
Valentine’s impassioned bits with 
Angelica, it’s pretty dull business. 
Such English mutton needs differ- 
ent sauce these days. Bron, 


Current Road Shows 


(Period Covering May 26-June 1) 


“Accidentally Yours” — Aud., 
Denver (27); Aud. Pueblo (28); 
Music Hall, K. C. (30-31); Selwyn, 
Chi. (2-7). 

“Anna Lucasta”—Plymouth, Bost. 
(26-31). 

“Anna Lucasta” 
(26-7). 

“Barretts of Wimpole Street” — 
Biltmore, L. A. (26-7). 

“Blackouts of 1947”—El Capitan, 
Hollywood (26-7). 

“Bloomer Girl’—Aud., Okla. City 
(26-27); Mem. Hall, Joplin (28); 
Mosque, Springfield (29); Forum, 
Wichita (30-31); Aud.. Pueblo (2): 
ayy Colo. Spr. (3); Aud., Denver 
(4-6). 

“Born Yesterday”—Erlanger, Chi. 
(26-7). 

“Call Me Mister”—Blackstone, Chi. 
(26-7). 





— Geary, Frisco 


“Carnival On Ice” — Cass, Det. 
(29-7). 

“Carousel”—Shubert, Chi. (28-7). 

“Dark Memory”—Lyric, Bridge- 
port (6-7). 

“Harvey”—Harris, Chi. (26-31). 

“Laura”—Hanna, Cleve. (26-31); 
Harris, Chi. (2-7). 

“Lute Song”—Nat’l, Wash. (26-7). 


“Magnificent Yankee”—Davidson, 
Mil. (26-31). 
“Oklahoma!” — 
| Mont’l (26-7). 
| wen House’”’—Locust, Philly (26- 


His Majesty's, 





“Skin of Our Teeth” 
L. A. (5-7). 

“Song of Norway”—Curran, Frisco 
(26-7). 

“State of the Union” — @ourt Sq., 
Springfield (26-28). 


— Coronet, 


“The Fatal Weakness” — Selwyn 
Chi. (26-31). ‘ac: 

“The Iceman Cometh” — Stude- 
baker, Chi. (26-31), 

“The Red Mill” — Opera Hs 
Chi. (2-7). ee Reet 

“The Two Mrs. Carrolls”—Royal 
Alex., Toronto (26-31): Michigan, 
Ann Arbor (2): Palace. Flint (3); 
Temple, Saginaw (4); Michigan. 
ane (5); Keith's, Gr. Rapids 





“Three to Make Ready”—Forrest. 
~RhiWy (263d s;-Colonial,. Bast, M20), 


€ 


Theatre Guild and John C. Wilson pro- 
duction (in association with H. M, Ten- 
nent) of comedy revival in two acts (Cilve 
scenes) by William Congreve Stars John 
Gielgud. Staged by Gielgud: sets, Rex 
Whistler; costumes, Jeannetta Cochrane; 
lighting, William Conway At Royale, 
N. Y., May 26, °47; $4.80 top 
Valentine. ....cceees John Gielgud 
POPE i nc sc stant Richard Wordsworth 
|) ee ..-George Hay 
po” SS ee seosesGyen Ritenat nt 
Mr as) ee .-Adrianne Allen 
|, ee eee eee ke 
DL ob 4.606 mes dnb 46 oben bewees Donald Bain 
i es tee eT eee ere Philippa Gill 
ANBCHCA ci cece ner vcrcccccers Pamela Prown 
Sir Sampson Legend........Malcolm Keen 
Mrs. Foresight..... -eceeee- Marian Spencer 
DElee PYUC 6 wciccccepeave .. Jessie Evans 
|S oe pAb ede ened meee ee Robert Flemyng 
Buckram...cccccccccccsess Sebastian Cabot 
PORK. Vids Kecebavdabl caervaxcecteeeee see 

Love may be here to stay but! 


also a previous boxscore winner, fin- 
ished seventh this time. 
’ Robert Coleman of 


the Mirror, 
winner, landed in 
second spot for ‘'46-’47; he was 
seventh last year. His percentage of 


also a former 











833 topped Kronenberger’s .821. 
Richard Watts, Jr., Post, back af- 


brilliant | ter being occupied mostly overseas 


|during the war, took fourth in the 
ratings, while Robert Garland held 
the same spot as last year, being 
nosed out by a few percentage 
points. Coming in last was William 
Hawkins, a new critic on the World 
Telegram, a standing that was not 
unexpected. Chart shows that he 
ducked the issue on five premieres 
and was debited with that many “no 
opinions,” which Variety labels as a 
wrong guess. Three other critics 
appeared not to have made up their 
minds in one instance each, 

For the first time Variery included 
revivals in the seoring rather than 
new plays and musicals only, be- 
cause of the upsurge of that type of 
attraetion both as to number and 
skill in production. The 46-47 
crities’ percentages are lower than 
last season, only three being over 
the .800 mark, wheras in *45-46 there 
were seven, one of whieh bettered 
.900. It was on revivals that most 
critics fell down on prognostications, 
a majority missing on “The Front 
Page,” for instance, every reviewer 
going for it. They were generally 
wobbly on the American Repertory 
Theatre attractions. 

Because ART was a flop venture 
its repertory was grouped as a 
whole, with one exception, the cur- 
rent “Aliee in Wonderland,” another 
management being associated in the 
presentation. Donald Wolfit’s rep 
was similarly classed as a unit go 
far as the seore was eoncerned. 

As for Variery’s staff of coverers 
the muggs sat in on 71 first nights 
and were wrong a dozen times for 
a percentages of .831, as compared 
with .901 last season. Eight staffers 
reviewed, more than heretofore, and 
they went wrong on revivals too, at 
least five sour guesses on the oldies 
being charged against the bunch. 

Variety's individual score had 
Jack Pulaski (Ibee) with a percent- 
age of .940, having missed calling 
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Morehouse Wins Boxscore 


Continued from page 1 
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Variety’ Boxscore Winners 


Key: 8R, Shows Reviewed; R, Right; W, ie O, No opinion. 
SR R. Ww. 


O. Pot. 
°23-'24—-CRAIG (Mail). .....0..:s0,scecces 78. 53 19 6 677 
"24-'25—POLLOCK (Brooklyn Eagle)..... 97 73 24 0 753 
’25-'26—-GABRIEL (Sun) ....... o<eereese eke 90 18 1 826 
'26-'°27—GABRIEL (Sun) ....... pocececnre 105 90 15 0 857 
’'27-'283—ATKINSON (Times) ......5.-005- 94 81 12 1 862 
°28-'29—LITTLE (Post) ...... grebNas orion 0 72 16 1 809 
'29-'30—BROWN._ (Post) i Salida os ce . 8B 79 9 0 B98 
’30-"31—BROWN (Post) ...... eee eesovescs 104 85 18 1 817 
’31-'32—GABRIEL (American) ,.......... 109 = 100 8 1 917 
’32-'33—GABRIEL (American) ........... 103 89 13 1 864 
°33-"34—BROWN (Post) ...cccccrcisacsens 98 89 8 1 908 
’34-"35—BROWN: (Post) .......000see- eee 90 77 12 1 855 
*35-'38—GABRBIEL (American) ........... 90 82 8 0 920 
°36-°37—COLEMAN (Mirror) .......... 82 75 5 2 914 
°37-'388—BROWN (Post) »......sseeeeees: 62 58 4 0 935 
’38-"39—ANDERSON (Joyrnal-American).. 73 62 11 0 849 
’39-'40—LOCKRIDGE (Sun) ...........5- 7365 8 0 B90 
*40--41—WATTS (Herald Tribune)........ 60 8 (57 3 0 950 
°41-'42-KRONENBERGER (PM) ,. 65 60 6 0 923 
*42-"43—-LOCKRLEDGE (Sun) ’,.......... 32 29 3 0 906 
’43-"44—-NICHOLS.. (Times) ........... 69 63 6 0 913 
'44-'45—-KRONENBERGER (PM) ......... 81 172 9 0 geo 
"45-"46—-NICHOLS (Times) .............5 59 54 5 0 915 
'46-'47—MOREHOUSE (Sun) ...........-- $8 téO 7 OO 879 








the turn in two instances out of 38. 


Nat Kahn (Kahn) and George 
Rosen (Rose) also mufted a brace 
each but reviewed fewer show 8, 


their percentages being .750 and .714, 


respectively, Arthur Bronson 
(Bron) was scored at .688; the re- 
mainder reviewed only a few 
legiters. 


Marwiyy* Boff 41G, Frisco 


San Francisco, May 27. 

“Song: of Norway” with Irra 
Petina, the second in the Frisco 
ight Opera Series which followed 
‘Rosalinda” into the 1,776-seat Cur- 
ran Monday (19) chalked up boff 
first week's gross of $41,000. 

“Barretts of Wimpole Street” on 
final week drew fine $25,000 at the 


1,550-seat Geary. “Anna Lucasta” 
supplanted at the Geary, Mone 
day (26). 








by McFARLAND 





: New York's most modern 
studio is now available: to 
you! The latest in photo- 
graphie equipment. ;. in- 
cluding the new stroboscopic 
lights that stop action at 
1/5000th of a second! Spa- 
elous studio...large stage... } 
unusual props and settings. 


Write, Wire or Phone for an 
Appointment TODAY! 


MecFARLAND 
STUDIO OF CREATIVE PHOTOGRAPHY 
EDDIE RAY, Studio Director 
846 7th Ave., New York * Ci 6-9018 . 











ae ne ne 


SS I ES 
—— 





MAX RUPPA 


Sele and Exclusive Representative 














PARIS 
18 Rue Theodule Ribot 


of 


MAURICE CHEVALIER 


NEW YORK 
Gare: Arthur Lesser 
30 Rockefeller Plaza 

Suite 1812 


ARTHUR LESSER: Personal Appearances Producer 
30 Rockefeller Plaza, New York 


_ a ah. - ipa 


os 


mht te ee © ot we 

















Wednesday, May 28, 1947 


VARIETY 





Chi Continues to 
Solid $25,000, 


Chicago, May 27. 

Business continued to perk 

rough last week, with very solid 
eturns being garnered by two. of 

e latest entries. “Call Me Mister” 
athered a huge $29,000 and “Iceman 
fometh” reaped very big $20,500, 
th in second stanza. “Born Yes- 
erday” continued showing strength 
ith $19,000. 

Tonight (27) ; 
he Civic Opera House and “Carou- 
gel” relights Shubert tomorrow (28), 
which with “Mister” give the town a 
bold array of three musicals for the 
gummer. “Taura’”’ heads for “Har- 
vey’s” stall at the Harris June 1 and 
“accidentally Yours” switches 
“Fatal Weakness” at Selwyn the fol- 
lowing day. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Born Yesterday,” Erlanger (13th 
wk) (1,334; $3.60). Maintaining the 

teady strength of a month ago with 

19,000. 

“Call Me Mister,” Blackstone (2d 
wk) (1,358; $4.80). 
§00, doing almost capacity busine: 

“Harvey,” Harris (42d wk) (1, 000 
$4.20). Perked up for second to last | 
week with $18,500. 

“The Fatal Weakness,” Selwyn 
(7th wk) (1,000; $3.60). Off to $14,000 
“The Iceman ‘Cometh,” Studebaker 
(Qa wk) (1,246; $3.60). Came 
through very big with about $20,500. 


‘Mill’ fines to ‘te 
$25,000, ‘Lucasta’ OK 
11G, ‘State’ 12G in Hub 


Boston, May 27. 
“Red Mill,” hypoed by final week 
gign, went back to its mid-season run 
average to close at the Shubert last 
week, other houses doing all right 


eonsidering everything. No open- 
“Three to Make |} 


gs this week, but 
eet 


Shubert, mean- 
while, is installing air conditioning, ! 
irst legit house in Boston to have it. 
The Colonial has had a refrigerat- 


Estimates for Last Week 
“Anna Lucasia,” Plymouth (1,200; 
63.60). Held its own on seve 
week with okay estimated $11,000. 
“Red Mill,” Shubert (1,590; $4.40) 
Closed Sat. (24) after 10 solid weeks | 
near the 30G mark, with finale es- 


“Red Mill” opens at | 


with | 


comes back to the Colonial | h: 
que 2 and “Dark Memory” at the | U2"4PPy 
ilbur June 9 





| the three-week 


ing system, but not air conditioning). | $24,000. 


Build; ‘Mister’ 


Tceman’ Big $20,500: 


+ 





‘Bloomer’ Good $26,500 
In Week at Kaycee 


Kansas City, May 27. 

“Bloomer Girl” wound up a week's 
;run in the Music Hall here with a 
; gross of $26,500, moderately good 
jfigure. Musical played May 19 
| through with matinees Thursday 
| and Saturday. Top admission was 
$4.25. Rain on Saturday stymied the 
matinee, and scattered rains through 
the week were no help. 

“Accidentally Yours,” with Billie 
Burke and Grant Mitchel! Vs 
|three performances in the Music 
Hall May 30-31. a stopover Ifo 
company enroute from the Coa 
east. This booking probably 
close the legit season for the 
summer 





Solid — $29.- | 


| Lucasta’ Ends LA. Stay 


| With 1836 for 73 Wks.: 
| ‘Rosalinda’ Sweet 426 : 
| 





Los Angeles, May 27. 

“Anna Lucasta” ended its Los An- 

| geles stand on the upbeat Saturday 
| (24), chalking up a sweet $15,000 at 
io Belasco. Final frame and the 
two preceding were at new lower- 
| price policy that lured the customers 
} in, with last stanza practically a sell- 
out. Seven and a half weeks at 
Belasco brought “Lucasta” an esti- 
| mated total of $100,900. Before the 
moveover, three-and-a-half week 
} stand at the larger Biltmore drew 
| about $82,000 for a total 1l-week 
| take of almost $183,000. 
“Accidentally Yours” also bowed 

out, Saturday, leaving the Biltmore 
for a road engagement after three 
weeks. Show opened 


weakly, climbed slightly, theh dived 
again to give the house its worst | 
stand in years. Final $6,000 brought | 


total to a frowsy 
Consensus is “Yours” 
draw better on the road, where 


| Billie Burke and Grant Mitchell will 


nth | prove more of a lure, 


“Lucastra” bowout shuttered the 
| Belasco but Biltmore brought in 
“Barretts of Wimpole Street” yester- 
iday (26) to strong advance sale. 


: Cedric Hardwicke joined the com- 
imated at $25,000, huge. j . 7 +e 

t ore Pgs elen” Colonial) Pany here replacing W ilfred Law- 
(1,500; $3.60). Third and final week | 5°": who became ill in San Fran- 
did estimated $12,000., House dark | “’S°0- ke’ Pha tae 
until June 2, when “Three to Make | ,, bast week's only newcomer was 
Ready” returns. | “Rosalinda,” which bowed into the 





SELLOUT $70, 000 FOR 


‘OKLA.’ IN 2, MONT’L, 


Montreal, May 27. 
On the basis of a record advance 
sale, grosses for the “Oklahoma!” 
company’s two-week stay at His 
ajesty’s theatre (capacity 1.494) 
are assured at over $70,000, which 
means capacity at each perform- 
ance. As long as one can remem- 
ber it is the first time a legitimate 
show has played more than a week 
at His Majesty’s. 
e only previous sellout show, 
and for one week only, was “Othel- 
” with Paul Robeson, two years 
feo. The touring company of “Okla- 
oma!” opened here -™ night ‘26). 





Blackstone 10G, Seattle 


Seattle, May 27. 
Blackstone at the Metropolitan | 
(1,500 seats), scaled from $2.50, met | 
tough opposition last week from “Ice 
Follies” at the huge Civic aud, plus 
strong b.o. pix. 


Ten days, with three matinees, 
8rossed around $10,000 for the 
Magician. 




















SAMUEL FRENCH 


S'NCE 1830 
Play, brokers and 


Authors’ Representatives 


25 West 45th Street, New York 
1623 Sunset Blvd., Hollywood 46, Cal. 
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THEATRE FOR RENT 


WRITE PAUL GILMORE 
CHERRY LANE THEATRE 
38 Commerce Street 
New York, N. Y. 





























Movements 


20 WATC broken for Stu- 


dent Prectice Work, $10.00. 3 Pounds 
Broken Costume Jewelry, $8.00. 1,000 
Costume Jewe'¥y Stones, $3.50. Lowe's, 
Dept. VY, Holland Bidg., St. Louis, Mo. 
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Philharmonic auditorium as the sec- 
ond offering of the Civic Light 
Opera Co. First week, as expected, 
came nowhere near the record set 
{by “Song of Norway,” but “Rosa- 


usual $17,000 for the 257th week. 
“Icecapades of 1947” dipped, as ex- 
pected, to register $99,400 in fourth 
full week at Pan Pacific auditorium. 


“LOVE FOR LOVE’ BIG 
50 IN 2 D. C. WEEKS 


Washington, May 27. 
John Gielgud’s production of the 
Restoration revival, “Love for Love.” 
moved on to New 
| with $50,000 in the till for its two- 
| week stint at the National. Figure 
represents near-capacity, with sell- 
‘outs for all performances but 
Wednesday matinee. Theatre Guild- 
| ATS subscription rates took the usual 
| bite from total grosses. 
| ‘“Dute Song’ opened yesterday 
| (26). winding up subscription season. 
'Show will play one week beyond the 
| usual Guild-ATS fortnight. Since 
| musical was originally produced at 
Catholic U here, local interest in it 
| should build. 
No bookings 











announced beyond 
June 14. However, National, in. its 
second season of air-conditioning. 
‘plans to remain open major portion 
,of the summer. 


‘Chevalier SRO 496 
In 12 Mont’l Shows 


| 

| 

| 
| Montreal, May 27. 
Maurice Chevalier opened his 
\initial Canadian tour here Thurs- 
day (May 22) before a packed 
| Plateau Auditorium, situated in the 
center of Lafontaine Park Added 
chairs and standing room. con- 
tributed to the 1,370 tickets -old for 
a capacity gross of $4 086 at admis- 
l<ions from $1.50 (only 65 seats) t 
$4 top. Capacity for his 10- 
day siayv (12 shows) call reac! a otal 
of $49,032 With the advance sak 
almost $47,000, Chevaliers tr! imph 
in Montreal, already overwhelming}5 
assured sentimentally and artistic- 
ally. was equally certain fmnanc ally 
After Toronto June 2-3, Ottawa 
ys Quebec 
ier eas 


gross 


June 4. Hull June 5, he pia 


ily June B55 9-.- 


“S@eeee= 


will | 


linda” clocked a sweet $42,000. It 
meeays three weeks. 

At El Capitan, Ken Murray's | 
“Blackouts of 1947” registered its 


York this week | 
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‘LAURA’ BAD $7,000 


4, Pittsburgh, May 27 
_ Nixon waited until nial 
; the season to hit a new low 
| “Laura” achieved that questionable 
| distinction, doing less than $7,000 
| for the poorest showing any legit 
j attraction has made here since 
last September. Previous low was | 
“Love Goes to Press,” which did 
around $9,000. 


week of 





Saturday 
average 


Everything was against “Laura.” |‘ 
| Weather was hot, notices were poor | 12 order along with 
and the memory of a far superior | ree or more 
picture version was too green with | Shows being 
the public. basis. Business in 
——a ' sh 1Op s Was 


Ta. ay NG to 


week, and 


breaks, with 


ane oveme 


tendance betters tl] 
" \€a mer chances “irst 
» To! “Up ! 


defi nitely 

ladelphia Zi Sat 

Ph adelphia witnout anv 1 Me 
shows at all for five weeks. had two 
on tap at one time last week but al- 
thougn 


; a 
dll 


Keys ey 


tuners have do rell hey 
lave done wel] here M (Musical). 


(31) marks the ending of 
run-of-the-play 
and replacements in some casts are 
the ending of 
engagements, 


Broadway 
generally up slightly last 


again there 
dominant 


the final week f 


Years Ag 


urday (31) 


Estimates for 
(Comedy), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), 
O (Operetia). 


IN WEEK AT PITT Bway Up Sightly; Sons Neat 21726, 
‘Mary’ 226, ‘Portrait’ Fair $9,000, 
Fancy 846, ‘Central Pk.’ Flops Out 


thur M. Wirtz; 
tonight (28). 
“John Leves Mary,” Music Box 
(16th week) (C-979: $4.80). Laugh 
some play ‘ooks like a natural into new 
week-to-week | season: up to $22,600. 
show- “Life With Father,” 
veek) (C-613; $3.60). 


skating revue Opens 
contracis 


Bijou (393d 


After gear | 
mid-June wil 


were weather new run record in 
or threatening; move to Alvin at reduced rates; 
hrough May I $6.000 

tress Mine “O Mistress Mine,” Empire (CD- 

1.082 $4.80 ). ‘inal and 61} WeeKS 

> esque anned two seasons with lavoffs; 
re\ I's sun ial ed ar¢ und $19,000; tour in fall 
veek of repeat “Oklahoma!, St ton ‘ (215th 
ral Par veek) (M-1,505; $4.80). Musical run 

‘ ; asn't had a losing week up 


to $23,000 


“Portrait in Black,’ Boot} (2d 
Last Week veek) (D-712: $4.80). Melodrama is 
D (Drama). Questionable for summer: fair at 


R (Revue). around $9,000 


“State of the Union,” Hudson (80th 


season, there wasn’t too much . a tp ; 
response this time “All My Coronet (17th | * wg (CD-1,057; $4.80). With ¢ on- 
One of the musicals was “Three | Week) (D-1,095; $4.80). Holding to ‘ad Nagel, Irene Hervey and Henry 
aie - , = te 1] maney , L, ova Nia O’ Neill, who headed one road com- 
to Make Ready,” which had done | ¢Xce#ent money should coast | © business ok uoted at over 
= ny ~~ - < A c ) ; 
two nice tryout weeks here at the through summer; again rated around 9.000. SSS CESy. Giese ae. Ove 

4 = “te 1 >it 
Shubert a year ago The critics $2 ! 500 ie : ” r ' 

o ee eeu. - rit — Medium an “Th ele- 

were very kind to it on return. a} “Annie Get Your Gun.” Imperial he * © lit - d r wc rel 
. , Se SSOUE SS, GLEN “ » A peridl nhone,” Barrymore (4th week) (M- 


towards the end of the week it 
really got going on all cylinders, but 
the week’s intake of $19,500 hardly 
fepresented much, if any, profit. It 


for list’s 


is now playing its second and final | (8th week) 
week at the Forrest, having wisely | summet period 
cancelled, at the time of its opening attendance: 


a projected third week. 
The week's other musical was.the 
hapless “Louisiana Lady,” 


“Born 


which | ¢nx4,, 
aes fortune and 


stumbled to $6,500 in its second and = 

Apae : ‘ . play through 
final week at the Shubert. Definitely ‘“etimntaty 
‘64 ey eee pete proximately 
thumbs-down notices plus’ un- 


w#vorable word of mouth didn't give M-1 626: 
this musical tryout a chance in the | ‘* ~1,620; 


over and 


wermer weather. It was anothe: 

one that had originally figured a pacity, 

possible third week. “Call 
Tne Locust, dark three weeks, re- | week) 


lighted last night (26th) with “Open | GI revue 
| House,” a new comedy, with Mary | profitably 
Boland starred. It’s officially in- 
sisting on a single week’s stay but | 
there are still rumors of a holdover 
if local] notices and reception wai ment of 
rant. — any 


“Finian’s 


‘YANKEE’ MAGNIFICENT 


“Raney 
(30t a 


Minneapolis, May 27 “Harvey,” 

Putting finis on the legitimate | (C-920; 
season here, “The Magnificent | and looks 
Yankee,” the Theatre Guild’s final | mer: 
| subscription offering here, pulled an | $16.500 
excellent $14,000 for four nights and | 
ja matinee at $3.60 top at the 2,100- 
seat Lyceum. The same attraction 
did a fine $12,000 for two nights and | on 
a matinee at the St. Paul Auditor- 


(C-1,064; 


(54th week) (M-1 
leader 
and that’s what 
| “Barefoot Boy 


woun 


approached $: 
Yesterday,” 
week) (C-993: 


$21,000 

“Brigadoon,” 

$4.80). 
business 


Theatre parties are 
continues at ca- 
with count bettering $43,000 
Me Mister,” 
(R-1,104; $6). 
should 

through 
eased to around $22 
Rainbow,” 
(20th week) (M-1.319; 
couple leads will not jin a 
difference 
ice of musical smash: 
Birthday,” 
(CD-1,160; 
summer 


week ) 


26G IN TWIN CITIES :: i a 


share of visitor 


$4.20). 
like — 
takings estimated at better than 


Improved a bit more 


“Heads or Tails,” Cort 
$4.20). 
to keep going; good enough figures 
statements 
boxoffice; $14,500. 


Management 


$6). Capacity 
ad $44,500 


1.064 


he cn 


$4.20) 
nees not definite; 


Some business but stay- 
$9,000 


ts doing “The Veice of the Turtle,” Mo- 
With Cheek,” Beck rosco (163d week) (C-939; $3.60). 
$6) Enters Around $11,000; with Margaret Sulla- 
moderately good in heading three-person cast in first 


25,000. five performances this week, jump 


Lyceum (69th i” gross certain 
" Reaping a “The Whole World Over,” Bilt- 
best chance to More (9th week) (C-920; $4.20). Ex 
season; ap pected to play through June; tak- 
ings light with two-for-ones; $8,500. 
ha “Years Ago,” Mansfield (C-1,001; 
Ziegfeld (11th week) | ¢4 gq) Final and 26th week; lately 


around $15,000, 
“Young Man's 
(4th week) (C-1.075; $: 


Plymouth 
Offers to 


Fancy,” 
3.60), 


National (58th | refund money after first act rarely 
Popularity of | accepted, but takings light; $8,500; 
it playing two-for-ones 
the summer; REVIVALS 
000 last week “Love for Love.” Royale (C-1.035: 
46th Street $4.80). Theatre Guild and John C 


$6). Replace- | Wilson present old Congreve comedy 
ociation with H. M. Tennent, 
opened limited engagement 


Monday (26). 


In capacity | Ltd.: 
$42,000 


Broadhurst “Up in Central Park,” City Center 
$4.80). | (M-1,692; $2.40) Return engage- 
and should | ment started very disappointingly; 
trade: | around $18,000; closes Saturday after 

two weeks instead of four. 
(134th week) “Alice in Wonderland,” Majestic 


(7th week) (CD-1,667; $4.80). Moves 
here from International (Columbus 
Circle) today (28); around $20,500. 

“Burlesque,” Belasco (22d week) 
‘-1,077; $4.80). Picked up materially 


through sum- 


(3d week) | (C 


aims | to around $18,000. 
“Sweethearts,” Shubert (18th 
actually little at! week) (M-1,382; $4.80). Better here 


too and confident of prosperous sum- 


ium. Louis Calhern and Sylvia| “Icetime,” Center (M-2.994; $2.40). mer, with takings quoted around 
Field won critics’ acclaim. | Presented by Sonja Henie and Ar-! $28,500. 
———— Seana = SO ——— 


























George Abbott's 
“Barefoot Boy With Cheek" 
Martin Beck, New York 


“ ‘Barefoot Boy With Cheek’ was deto- 
nated with such a bang at its Boston 
premiere that it can be weicomed as an 
unqualified Lit. It has evrything 
Nancy Walker, Shirley Van, woncerful 
choreography by a master whose name 
is RICHARD BARSTOW.” 

Boston “Evening American” 

March 12, 1947 


Palmer House 
Merriel Abbott Revues 
Empire Room, Chicago, Ill. 


Direction: DEBORAH COLEMAN 


er 





RICHARD 


BARSTOW 


@ CHOREOGRAPHER @ 


—AND NOW— 


Hollywood Bound 
To Stage Six Ice Productions for 


“BELITA™ 


Olsen and Johnson's 
“Jerks Bezerks" 

Carnival, New York 
“Dance routines by RICHARD BARSTOW 
showed imagination of a high order. 
Productions were beautiful. Best was 
Wine, Woman and Song with a Persian 
motif that was breath-taking.” 


The “Billboard” 
January 25, 1947 


Hotel Statler 
Revues 
Statier Chain 


151 West 54th St., New York City 
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Alex Ince Reviving Stage Mag 

Alexander Ince preparing to again 
revive Stage magazine, which had a 
brief resurrection under his direc- 
tion a couple of years ago. Now 
lining up a resident staff and con- 
tribbing editors, he offtred the 
editorship to Wolfe Kaufman, ex- 
Variety. Kaufman, now publicizing 
“Brigadoon,” declined, preferring 
press agentry. 

Ince will get the new Stage going 
around September, It'll again be a 
slick, profusely-illustrated periodical. 





Marshall Field’s USA 


he did .:as for the best—and he got 
the best resulte. ' 

Landis was thrust on the baseball 
stage for the first time when in 
1915 the independent Federal League 
sued the so-called Organized Base- 
ball. As the presiding jurist he put 
off his decision indefinitely, feeling 
that a ruling either way would be 
very destructive. Both sides came to 
terms, and it was felt that the Judge 
had saved baseball. 

Bickering, dissension and insurxec- 
tion was rife, resulting in frequent 
demands for a czar to put all these 
down. Black Sox scandal in 1919 





Marshall Field’s projected mag. 
now in the preparatory stage, won’t 
be exclusively his own. E. DeGolyer, 
reputedly a wealthy geologist, is 
underwriting most of the prelimin- 
ary expenditure on the periodical, 
and will be a large stockholder when 
it gets under way. 


USA has definitely been selected 
as the name of the mag. A staff of 
around 15 is at work on the project, 
supervised by Norman Cousins. He’s 
the editor of the Saturday Review 
of Literature, in which Field is 
financially interested. It’s likely but 
not yet certain that Cousins will be 
editor of USA. In any event, he will 
retain his Saturday Review duties. 

Starting date of USA will be either 
October or November, with publica- 
tion reportedly monthly. Policy is 
still a closely-guarded secret, but 
content will be about evenly divided 
between text and pics. 





Curtis Distribs Camera Rolls 

To keep its forces intact in the 
face of falling mag sales, the dis- 
tributing affiliate of the Curtis Pub- 
lishing Co. is taking on the distribu- 
tion of camera roll film. Will han- 
dle a new brand, Kryptar, product 
of the Technifinish labs of Roch- 
ester, N. Y. 


Curtis believes it can get news- 
stands to sell the film, since many 
of them already handle such non- 
reading items as _ sheet music, 
smokes and razor blades. American 
News Co., No. 1 mag distributor. has 
been handling razor blades along 
with periodicals for years. 

Distrib affiliate of Curtis circu- 
lates a numbe rof mags in addition 
to the firm’s own, which include 
Satevepost and Holiday. Outsiders 
include the two David Smart pe- 
riodicals, Esquire and Coronet, and 
Sports Afield. 





Tillinger’s Espionage Tome 

Eugene Tillinger, former Euro- 
pean correspondent, sails from New 
York today (Wed.) aboard the 
America for Paris where he’ll do re- 
search on a_ projected espionage 
book he plans to write in the fall. 

In addition to digging up mate- 
rial on his novel, Tillinger will 
also contribute features to the 
North American Newspaper Alli- 
ance, Transradio Press and Pageant 
Mag among others. 





Spink on Baseball 
As its title implies, “Judge Landis 


and 25 Years of Baseball” (Crowell; | 


$3), is as much an account of the 
most turbulent q-¢#arter century in 
the history of the national game as 
it is of Kenesaw Mountain Landis, 
‘first Commissioner of Basebali, Per- 
haps even more. For the book's 
author, J. G. Taylor Spink, is no 
biographer. But as the publisher of 
the Sporting News he has quite pos- 
sibly the biggest fund of baseball 
lore of anyone, and he can present it 
zestfully. As a cavalcade of baseball 
it’s worth the attention of everyone 
with more than just the average in- 
terest in the sport. Hunt Stromberg 
reportedly has an option on the pic 
rights to the book. 

“The Judge, as Landis was famil- 
farly known, was so autocratic and 
dictorial a figure that he seems to 
have repelled even his biographer. 

Spink lamely tries to infuse the 
Judge with a bit of warmth by an 
occasional reference to his sym- 
pathy for the underdog when he was 
on the bench. But Jack Lait, now 
editor of the N. Y. Mirror, and a 
young court reporter when Landis 
held forth in Chicago's federal build. 
ing, wrote of.the Judge after he died 
that he was “an irascible, short- 
tempered, tyrannical despot.” 


It was as such a person, however, 
that he proved the saviour of organ- 
ized baseball. Because he was so 
tough and hard he saved the game 
from disintegration. No club owner, 
manager or player was able to gain- 
say him, and since he had the over- 
all interestof the sport at heart what 


was the clincher, and Landis, who 
|had frequently been mentioned for 
|the post of baseball overlord, finally 
| got the bid. He demanded, and got, 
| autocratic power, and became first 
| Commissioner of Baseball at $50,000 
|a year. 


The Judge began setting prece- 
dents from the start. When Babe 
Ruth got into his thick hair by go- 
ing on an unauthorized barnstorm- 
ing tour, he slapped the Babe down 
fast. Phil Douglas was tossed out 
of the Giants for another infraction. 
The boys in baseball came to the 
realization they had to behave with 
the Judge in power, and they did. 


All the baseball immortais—and 
some of the not-so-immortal, like 
the unhappy White Sox players who 
threw the 1919 World’s Series—are 
in the book. It’s good to read about 
them again, and to linger over their 
mound achievements. If\not a well- 
rounded biography of Judge Landis, 
the book, as the present Commis- 
sioner of Baseball Albert B. Chand- 
ler says in his introduction, is a 
noteworthy contribution to the his- 
tory of the game. 





Moppet Field Day on Seventeen 

June issue of Seventeen, out next 
week (2), will all be done by teen- 
agers, believed first time that a na- 
tional mag has been so written and 
edited by kids. Filmsters Jane 
Powell and Elizabeth Taylor wrote 
interviews on each other. Four 
kids from N. Y.’s Professional Chil- 
dren’s School did an article on the 
school, two handling copy, two tak- 
ing the pix. Coast kid did a feature 
on Vaughn Monroe. Issue also in- 
cludes record review by kids from 
Greenwich (Conn.) High School. 





Stern To Tell All 

J. David Stern, erstwhile pub- 
lisher of the Philadelphia Record 
and Camden Courier-Post, is writing 
his memoirs, which will tell the 
story of his 40 years’ experience as 
reporter, editor and publisher of a 
half-dozen big-city dailies. 

Stern recently returned from Boca 
Raton, Fla., where he took the sun 
cure in preparation for his literary 
labors. 





‘Amber’ Up for New Hub Trial 

Although termed a _  “soporific 
rather than an aphrodisiac,” and ex- 
onerated in a ruling by Judge 
Frank Donahue, “Forever Amber” 
comes up for another trial follow- 
ing the Attorney General’s appeal 
to the Mass. Supreme Court this 
week. Book, meanwhile, has been 
on sale in Boston with practically 
no takers, and is now free to go 
through the U. S. mails. 





Ray Josephs’ Latino Technique 

Unusual switch in mapping out 
an assignment was revealed by Ray 
Josephs, author of “Argentine 
Diary,” in outlining forthcoming 
seven months Pan-American clipper 
junket to Latin America before mem- 
bers of Overseas Press Club at New 
York’s Town Hall last week. Josephs, 
who will be representing a chain of 
dailies through the N. Y. Post Syn- 
dicate and scripting another tome 
for Random House, took questions 
asked by audiences in the 225 cities 
and towns for which he was lec- 
tured-dated by W. Colston. Leigh, 
sorted and classified them, and made 


he'll seek south of the border. 


: Top U. S. interest, Josephs found, 
is in the current messed-up state of 
U.S.-Latino relations, growing in- 
fluence of Commies and the Argen- 
tines, and possibilities of profitable 
| expansion below the border. Gallup 
|Poll angle has also netted him a 


pieces from Cuba, Venezuela, Col- 
umbia, Ecuador, Peru, Bolivia, Chile, 
Argentina, Uruguay and Brazil. 
Josephs will also do a monthly 
0.0. of postwar show biz in Latin 
America for Variety whose Latin 
correspondent he was for almost 
‘five years. while h.q.ed in .Buenvs 





the posers the basis for the stuff | 


flock of magazine assignments for | 





Aires, Will be accompanied by Mrs. 
Josephs whose first mag piece, “A 
New American Wants to Speak,” is 
currently featured in the June ‘47. 





CHATTER 


John Rosenfield, drama editor of 
the Dallas News, looking over film 
production in Hollywood. 

William Lindsay Graham in Holly- 
wood for huddles on the filming of 
his novel, “Nightmare Alley.” 

Tom Powers’ new book, “He Knew 
Them All,” is slated for autumn 
publication by Bobbs-Merrill. 

“Official Baseball Guide and 
Record book,” published by the 
Sporting News, off the presses. 

Charley Foy and John Lee Mahin 
are writing “The Life of the Famous 
Foys” for autumn publication. 

Msgr. Fulton J. Sheen signed to 
write a book against Communism, 
as yet untitled, for Bobbs-Merrill. 

Current Liberty has pieces on 
John Kieran and’ Marion Bell 
(“Brigadoon’”’), latter by John Chap- 
man, 

Canada will have a new travel- 
vacation mag, Playtime,, from Mon- 
treal, to be edited by- William S. 
Boas. 

Marian Spitzer, former story edi- 
tor for Liberty Films, is working on 
“The Clock Strikes Twelve,” a serial 
for Good Housekeeping mag. 

Maurice Bessy, Parisian mag pub- 
lisher, left for home via Mexico 
City and Rio de Janeiro, after gan- 
dering the Hollywood film studios. 

Emmet John Hughes, now head of 
Time-Life bureau in Rome, author- 
ed “Report from Spain” (Holt) from 
an anti-Franco Catholic viewpoint. 

Ruth Hunter, original member of 
“Tobacco Road” cast and featured 
on WOR, has authored “It Fell 
Upon a Day,” published by Scrib- 
ner’s, 

Budd Schulberg’s novel, “The 
Harder They Fall,” bought before 
publication by RKO, will be printed 
in condensed form in Reader’s Di- 
gest for September. 

Richard Mealand, former Para- 
mount story editor, has delivered 
final draft of his novel, “Let Me Do 
the Talking,” to Doubleday, for pub- 
lication in the fall. 

Jewish Daily Forward, daily news- 
paper, celebrated its 50th anni this 
week. Abraham Cahan, its founder 
and present editor, was guest of 


honor at exercises at Madison Square 
Garden, N. Y., where speakers in- 
cluded Mayor William O’Dwyer. 












| Theatre Tele 
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news and sports events to theatre 
screens seconds after they occur. It 
“may go a long way towards satis- 
fying the need for instantaneous 
presentation without the complica- 
tions introduced by special theatre 
television equipment,” Livadary 
pointed out. ‘ 

The report, which is broken down 
into seven sections, winds up a$ fol- 
lows under “general observations 
and conclusions”: “Theatre  tele- 
vision is a definite possibility. The 
economic relationship, however, be- 
tween expected returns from the 
utilization of this medium and the 
necessary investment for its perfec- 
tion and installation in theatres can- 
not be very readily determined due 
to the complexity of some matters 
that must be considered. Therefore, 
it could not be said with any de- 
gree of assurance that theatre tele- 
vision as it stands at present could 
pay its way.” 

Object of the report is to “present 
facts, current opinions and future 
probabilities pertaining to present 
technical development and other 
future utilization of theatre tele- 
vision.” Under “theatre television 
vs. home television,” Livadary 
stated: “No definite market exists in 
theatre television as in home tele- 


vision because such a market must 


be developed on the strength of the 
ability of theatre television to pre- 
sent entertainment in theatres in a 
profitable manner . . . theatre equip- 
ment of a commercial quality ade- 
quate for presentation of events of 
compelling interest may be available 
within two or three years for com- 
mercial exploitation.” 
‘Higher Technique’ 

Report declared that “ultimate 
technical perfection of theatre 
equipment to the point of matching 
motion picture film quality may be 
considered theoretically feasible on 
the strength of demonstrations being 
made today.” Livadary forecast 
“eventual development of entertain- 
ment centers from which entertain- 
ment could be simultaneously tele- 
cast into theatres.” He added, how- 


ever, that “entertainment originat- 
ing on the legitimate stage or, for 
that matter, from motion picture 
‘film will require a higher technical 





——aS 


SEPP EEEPESS OSES TET I ETT T ITTF TTT T TTF t44444444 55. 


SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 





By Frank Scully POOOOOOO oe 5 sy 
; Grub Gulch, Calif., May 24 
(By Carrier Pigeon) 
Riding RCA country in a sand-blasted covered wagon (station model, 


natch), and flanked by two dripping water bags and 109 degrees of Fahren. 


heit, we were looking for Pioneer Town when we got lost on a corrugated 
trail 35 miles northeast of Palm Springs. The only signposts were artille 
markers left behind by desert battalions which had rehearsed the North 
African invasion over these unclaimed sections of the Mojave desert, In 
35 miles the only living thing seen was a lone, stray calf. 

RCA, through this collection of cactus corners, stands for Rodeo Cow. 
boys of America, a multi-million-dollar phase of showbiz. Nice switch, 
eh? Okay, so a veepee in Radio City won't like it. Let the veepee take 
it up with Homer Pettigrew of Grady, N. M., or Jim Snively of Pawhuska, 
Okla., both veepees of RCA. And if he can’t get any satisfaction there, 
let him take it up with that juvenile delinquent maverick who gave yg 
the brush 25 miles east of Old Woman Well and 15 miles west of 29 Palms, 
when we asked him which way was Pioneer town. 


This Way Up 


We started the trek from Palm Springs. People there are feeling the 
pressures of congestion so much they are working on a cable car into the 
mountains. This is an escape-mechanism perfected in Switzerland. The 
Swiss spend half their lives building chalets in the mountains and the 
other half building a funicular railroad up to the inaccessible chalets, 
Palm Springs is going thataway now, too. 

In Palm Springs we saw a legal notice to the effect that some guy had 
applied for a liquor license on Tom Mix street, Pioneer town. A bronc- 
buster explained the town was being built by and for the manufacture of 
westerns, and any innovation of civilization less than a hundred years old 
would promptly be run out of town. That looked as if we'd have to drop 
the sstation wagon east of the last hitching post and take horses into town. 

We passed five places on the road which a year ago were simply a col- 
lection of cacti looking for bottoms to stick. They are now boomtowns 
and are building adobe haciendas with the frenzy of songpluggers. 

Where the pavement ended after 50 miles, guess what we ran into? 
One-sheets of “Boom Town!” No fooling. This was at 29 Palms where 
Bill Underhill and his wife Prudy run the picture house when not putting 
The Desert Trail, or the baby, to bed. 

Empty Benches In the Old Corral 


Two years ago they showed pictures in Smith’s Corral, but now they 
have a beautiful 300-seater, which gives a better view from the entrance 
than almost anything you'll see inside. No matter how bad the pic you 
wouldn’t have the nerve to ask for your money back as you come out, on 
account of that view of the desert and the mountains. 

They were giving the softball circuit the cactus needle the week we 
were there. It seems as a desert sport this game has supplanted the 
shooting of coyotes and jackrabbits. Eight softball teams operate out of 29 
Palms alone. They play nights under flood ares. That cuts into the picture 


biz. In fact, it has cut in so deep that the Underhills threatened to close . 


the picture house and picket the games unless the softballers were limited 
to the first three days of the week, giving pictures an exclusive on the 
weekends. 

Like many other subversive activities it looks as if the Scully flea circus 
could be held responsible for this softball biz also. We pioneered at 29 
Palms when three was a crowd. For recreation we introduced softball, 
using the bushes for outfie'ders—Mesquite in right, Sage in center and 
Greasewood in left. A dog retrieved foul balls. Carl Brisson, the dow- 
ager’s Sinatra, and Dr. Ralph Mellon, of Pittsburgh, were part of our 
squad. Dr. Mellon was the microbe hunter who introduced the sulpha 
drugs to America. Years ago he played on the M'chigan varsity with 
George Sisler and was good. But I struck him out on a ball so slow it 
came in on a burro, 

Centrol With Capital ‘C’ 


In our league, Patsy, third flea from heaven of the Scully *circus, was 
the hardest to pitch to. She was only four years old at the time, and the 
ground rule was that you had to pitch to her bat, which she held station- 
ary. If you failed to hit her bat in three pitches you were out. But now 
the ballplayers fight with the picture house over playing time. 

The Underhills, I'm glad to report, won their war without any six- 
shooters being clipped from the westerns and turned on the softballers. 
In the midst of the battle for playing time Esther Williams showed up at 
29 Palms. That’s her home town. She poured oil on the blowing sand 
by visiting the picture house and then going over to the softball field. Ed 
Gilpin, the plumber, is her uncle. 
ball avocation into a plague to the frenzy of not only the town’s only 
exhibitor but rattlesnakes, sidewinders, tarantulas, scorpions, centipedes 
and horned toads and stink bugs. 

Fugitives From Broadway 

The chamber of commerce, a little guy in a ten-gallon hat named M. G. 
(Watty) Watkins, introduced Miss Williams to the assemblage. Watty 
was once the smallest tenor in the Metropolitan Opera Co., if not the one 
with the sharpest nose. His place is across the road from Barbara Pages 
Curio Shop. Barbara was a Broadway showgirl till she married the late 
Brett Page, who was drama editor of King Features. 

After being introduced by Watty, Miss Williams autographed a softball. 
She then threw it to catcher Ballard of the Riverside team, and from there 
on everybody forgot the feud for playing time and enjoyed the ball game. 

Her husband, Ben Gage of radio, was with her, but he didn’t have any- 
thing on his mind because 29 Palms is so full of static that every radio 
program from Hollywood gets lost in the smog around Pomona. Even 
Henry Morgan comes in very badly. Not from Hollywood but from Denver 
or Salt Lake or Dallas, but better in any event than from Hollywood 150 
miles away. 

Harry Owens was around hoping he could get in a plug for “Lazy Joe. 
He gave Lou Jacobs, the butane gasman, a character if ever I saw one, 
the first copy of the song. They broke out with it on Lou's birthday. 
Pearl Woody and Lucille Harper sang it, and, as they finished, that area of 
the desert had a minor earthquake, which Owens and the girls naturally 
mistook for applause. 

New Low In Song Plugging? 

Owens lives in 29 Palms now. When in 1934 he brought his Royal 
Hawaiians to Honolulu he hoisted hula-humming so high that his “Sweet 
Leilani” subsequently won an Acadamy award. Maybe “Lazy Joe,” his 
first cowboy number, will do ‘as much for the ranch where Owens, Harold 
Briggs and Ted Holderman are turning Lazy Joe Brandt's old hacienda into 
a high class subdivision. I tell you, these guys and their bulldozers and 
realtors in ten-gallon hats are turning the previously wide-open spaces 
into something only Florida could love. 
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presentation 


than experimental| as the medium for distribution of 
equipment 


demonstrated so far. | motion picture entertainment by 


He’s the guy who ballooned our soft+ © 














Therefore, the possible development 
of entertainment centers may not 
be anticipated until much later.” 
As for theatre tele’s effect on the 
film industry, the report states that 
theatre video “cannot be proven ‘in’ 
on the strength of quality considera- 
tions, because initially it will offer 
entertainment inferior to motion 
picture films and its technical ob- 
jectives will be eventually to reach 
film perfection. The medium of 





film could not. easily be displaced. 





television operating on principles 8° 
far demonstrated. 
“Eventual commercialization of 
theatre television would definitely 
introduce a new outlet for bringing 
into the theatre entertainment n° 
originating from films normally ap? 
played in the theatre. Importance 
this outlet to the industry and_ poe 
sible means of exploiting or com 
trolling it are matters that can only 
be determined by future develop- 
ments.” ' vet 
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—- Broadway 


Mildred Bailey hospitalized in N.Y. 
due, to leg ailment, 


Joan Lawrence off on 12-day Grace | 


Line Caribbean eruise, 


Fred 
Europe 


ge Lyon, publicity head Pan- 


American Airways, bought house in 


Hollis, L. I 
“Uncle” 


Aug. 1 on the Queen Eliza- 


birthday. 
ers Tvinde and Ella Peaters, 
Norwegian stage and film players, 
in from Norway. 

Vicki Cummings engaged for lead 
in “The Stars 4 
ceit’s first production. — 

June Farrar and Melville Cooper 
back from appearances in London 
musical, “Romany Love.” 

Elia Kazan to stage “A Streetcar 
Named Desire,” which Irene Selz- 
nick will produce early in fall. 

H. Alban-Mestanza, prexy of For- 
eign Screen Corp., on Cape Cod va- 
eation accompanied by his wife. 

“America’s Square Table of the 
Air,” new sketch in “Call Me Mis- 
ter” out of town, going into original 
show. 

Nancy Stern on board of Theatre, 
Inc.. repla¢ing Arnold Sundgaard 
and Florence Brown, now executive 
secretary. 

Peggy Ryan, accompanied by her 
husband, Constellations to London 
Sunday (1) for eight-week vaude 
tour in Britain. 

John Tyers, new baritone, who| 
was in “Romany Love” (“Gypsy 
Love”) in London, to Coast for “The 
Three Musketeers” revival. 

Nell and Lynn Farnol celebrate 


(“Hucksters”) Wakeman to 


Henry Berlinghoff, of the | 
William Morris agency, marked his | 


Weep,” Louis Schon- | 


playing return date at Hotel Nicollet 
Minnesota Terrace. 

Monogram here having sales drive 
for branch manager Morrie Stein- 
man who is celebrating 10th anni- 
versary in business. 

Offerings of St. Paul Civic Opera 
association during 15th season start- 
ing next fall will include “Carmen,” 
“Babes in Toyland” and “Rosalie.” 


Republic closed circuit deal with | 


| Minnesota Amus. Co. (Paramount 
chain) and territory’s two principal 
buying combines for entire product. 
Guy Lombardo .Jauded by Bob 
| Murphy, Star-Journal movie editor 
and columnist, as “most cooperative 
bandleader to hit town” during his 
Radio City engagement. 


Local contingent off to national 
| Variety Club convention in Los An- 
|geles included John Branton, chief 
| barker; Abe Kaplan, Sol Torodor, 
| Sidney Volk and Will Levy. 


ie 


Vaude-revue show is a sellout at 
the Tivoli, Sydney. Wee Georgie 
Woods is the topper. 

Alec Kellaway, brother of Cecil 
Kellaway, is assistant director with 
Charles Chauvel on the film, “Sons 
of Matthew.” 

Crix weren't kind to “Dancing 
Years” at Royal, Sydney, produced 
by Williamson-Tait. But show looks 
set for solid run. 

Reported now that Charles Skour- 
as and Dan Michalove won't visit 
here until next year. They origi- 





their 20th anniversary next month; 

d it also marks a similar milestone 
or Farno] with Sam Goldwyn. 

Daily News’ Doug Watts coined a | 
good substitute for Borscht Circuit: 
he calls it the “Chave Circuit,” | 
which is a synonym for Catskill Mt. | 
vichysoisse. 

Dr. Laurence B. Tipton, Warner | 
Bros. h.o. exec, awarded the Army | 
Commendation Ribbon for excep- 
tionally meritorious service during | 
World War II. 

WB producer Bill Jacobs back to 
the Coast after scouting a versatile 
13-year-old vauder for a film role in 
“Barbary Host,” show biz story by 
Joe Laurie, Jr. 

The Willie Wvlers, Geraldine Fitz- 
erald, Leo G. Carroll, Mimi Benzel. | 

ercy Grainger and Yvonne Vallee 
off to Europe via the Queen Eliza- 
beth, Saturday (24). 

Fay McKenzie succeeding Jean 
Parker who, with Kay Buckley and 
Jerri Blanchard, are exiting “Bur- 
lesque,” the Bert Lahr starrer at the 
Belasco, due to other commitments. 

Sophie Tucker found herself in 
the act at the Roxy theatre, Mon- 
day (26) when she took in the Jack 
Benny show. Singer bantered with 
the cast. but didn’t chirp. 

Fredric March honored with One | 
World Award for screen and stage 
at Carnegie Hall, N. Y., last night 
(27) with presentation made by 
1946 winner Norman Corwin. 

Hal Horne, Story Productions 
exec producer. heading east to at- 
tend Duke University graduation 
ceremonies of Barbara Sachs, daugh- 
ter of his wife, Lee Horne. 

Jack Kingsberry has returned to 
N. Y. after two-year tour with over- 
seas USO legiters, “Butter and Egg 
Man” and “Village Green.” Units 
toured Japan, Korea and Philip- 
pines, 

Bob Christenberry, president and 
m. of the Hotel Astor, elected 
oard chairman and director of 
Clinton Trust Co. Christenberry is 
also a director of the Ritz-Carlton 
and N. Y. Hotel Assn. © 

Sidney Bernstein, the English thea- 
tre-owner, partnered with Aldred 
Hitchcock in their first indie film 

reduction, is taking Harry Kurnitz’s 

€verly Hills house while the latter 
is working in N. Y. 

Christine Brunelle here from | 
France to join her grandparents, | 
Fred and Ella Bradna, in Sarasota, | 
Fla. Veteran equestrian director of 
Ringling Circus, celebrating a birth- 
day today (28), recuperating from 
Injuries received in Dallas accident 
in Sept., 1945. 

Cafe Society Uptown’s boniface 
Barney Josephson amazed at his 
star. Lucienne Boyer. When she 
thinks she hasn’t clicked she comes | 
off self-explaining, “I didn’t do so 








800d,” whereas Josephson’s experi- | leave from “State of the Union,” | Leo 


ence with his other stars has been | 
that they complain the customers 
Sit on their hands,” noisy waiters, 
etc., etc. 





om se 
Minneapolis 
By Les Rees 
Excelsior Amusement Park opened 
S€ason. 
Russell Swann at Hotel Radisson 
lame Room. ; 
“ North Star civic theatre offering 
The Show-Off.” 
Darrel] Fischer's “Logjammers” 
into Park nitery. : 
ter Higgins held over at Hotel 
St. Paul Gopher Grill. 
Adrift in New York” in 30th 
week at Alverdes nitery. 
Dorothy Shay, “Park Avenue Hill- 
Room June 13. 
Dick Long orch probably setting 
World r--ord by starting 19th year 


at Hotel Curtis. . 
Harry Carroll & Polly Bawer 


BR 


| Snider-Dean. 


into Hotel Radisson Flame | 


nally planned a visit this year. 
Douglas Watt, general 
bows out 


tion with the Macquarie commer- 
cial network. 
‘ 


Tommy Greaves, general manager 


|. of Filmcraft, will be the next prexy 


of Aussie Cinema Pioneers’ Club. 
He takes over from Johnny Fuller, 
brother of Sir Ben Fuller. 


Norman B. Rydge and Here Mc- 
Intyre, toppers of Greater Union 
Theatres and Universal respective- 
ly, have been visiting Charles Chau- 
vel’s film unit now producing “Sons 
of Matthew,” in the Queensland 
backwoods. Both companies have a 
financial stake in venture. 


Senteneienniteatnmmemenieacaemens 


Strawhats 


‘aes 4|OContinued from page 51 








is garnering more than usual ad- 
vance interest. 

Olney, which was revived last sea- 
son after a wartime shutdown, is 
under management of Redge Allen, 
WTOP-CBS announcer; Glenn Tay- 
lor, and Evelyn Freyman. Charles 
H. Dubin. former assistant to Moss 
Hart, will direct the company, all 
Equity members, in the series of 12 
plays. 

Following “Dream Girl,” barn the- 
atre has skedded John Carradine in 
“Bill of Divorcement” week of June 
17. to be followed by Sheila Bar- 
rett in “Duley.” 

Downing Directs in Maine 
Bar Harbor, Me., May 27. 

With season at the local Play- 
house opening June 30, Robert 
Downing has been inked as director 
of the strawhat. He formerly was 
production stage manager for Irene 
Selznick, Mike Todd and Maurice 


| Evans. 





Tufts Season ; 
Medford, Mass., May 27. 
Tufts College tees off a summer 
theatre course July 1 under direc- 
tion of Marston Balch and John R. 
Woodruff of its drama dept. Season 
will run six weeks. 





‘Joan’ for Bridgehampton 
Bridgehampton, L. I. May 27. 
“Joan of Lorraine” will be the 
second play of the season at Gail 
Hillson’s Hampton Playhouse here. 
Howard Graham, formerly of 
Pasadena Playhouse, and now on 


Bob Lucas. chief technician at- | 
tached to Metro here, has rettirned 
from U.S. looksee. 


Chicago 

_Jim Mangan, flack, injured in ac- 
cident. 

Willie Shore here to visit father, 
who is ill. 

Mark Kelly 
for 20th-Fox. 
Leonard Sang of the Shubert of- 


in town on business 





| fice in for new home office con- 
fabs. 

Jim Keefe succeeded George At- 
kinson as agent for “Accidentally 
Yours.” 


_ Richard Basehart, Eagle-Lion head- 

liner, in Chicago for introduction to 
local press. 

Lena Horne trained back to the 
Coast after completing engagement 
at Chez Paree. 

Lou Greenspan, former VarIeTy 
mugg, planed in from Hollywood to 


attend funeral of father. 
_Joe Cohan, manager of the Har- 
ris theatre, sprained ankle back 


stage and under treatment 
Albert Goldberg, of the Chi Trib- 


duties as drama critic of the Times 
there. 


when Hawthorne Race Track held 
“Harvey” celebration (29) with 
each race named after characters in 
play. 

Frank Gates, scenery designer for 
the Central City Opera House, in 
from Colorado to gander “Harvey” 
as . possibility for its summer fes- 
tival. 





Washington 


By Florence S. Lowe 
Ringling Brothers-Barnum & Bai- 
ley Circus due here June 2. 
CIO has made a sound film strip 





manager, | 
next month 
to accept a major managerial posi- 

' 





from the Robert Nathan report, 
“Raise Wages Not Prices.” 

William McAndrew upped from 
director of News and Special Events 
of WRC-NBC to assistant to veepee 
Frank M. Russell. 

Ray Walker, composer of “Poor 
Pauline,” currently revived in 
“Perils of Pauline,’ doing a piano 
stint at Gold Key club. 

“Congress Reports,” local program 
featuring members of both houses 
of Congress, returned to air over 
WWDC past Thursday (22). 

Cyril Ritchard, and wife, Madge 
Eliott, feted past week by Austra- 


lian ambassador, during former's ap- | 


pearance in “Love For Love.” 
_ Eddie Bracken emceed Advertis- 
ing Club’s annual jamboree Sat. 


(24), with assists from Lanny Ross, | 
Dona Mason and | 


Walter O'Keefe, 
Hildegarde. 

Berthe Gross, wife of a BBC offi- 
cial, currently in this country to 
make a study of American radio, 
particularly commercial sponsorship 
of programs. 


Melissa Childs, daughter of col- 
umnist Marquis Childs, acting at 


Olney theatre, local strawhatter. Gal 
debuted last summer with Cape 
Town Theatre, Dennis, Mass. 

Sam Galaniy, mideast division 
manager for Columbia, just 
from the Coast, planning to trek to 
Chicago, with branch manager Ben 
Caplon, for company meetings week 
of June 2. 





Bucks County, Pa. 


By Sol Jacobson 


Bill Kane, Trenton Variety mugg, 
underwent operation at St. Francis 
Hospital, Trenton. 

Phyllis Perlman handling 
ity for Playhouse. Hubby 
Bamberger operates. 

New Hope Street Fair for benefit 
of Recreation Center set for three 
nights beginning July 3. 

Bob Walter, who operated Play- 
house concessions, got civilian pilot’s 
license under G. I. Bill. 

Arthur Hanna’s daughter, Deirde, 
copped three prizes at Bucks County 
Horse Show last week. = 

Ad Walter, Playhouse treasurer, 
reports more than 1,200 subscribers 
for 15-week season, more than three 
times previous total. 

Yardley. Pa. strawhatter opening 
June 14 with “The Barker.” Patter- 
son Greene's “Musi@ in the Distance” 
to preem there June 23. 


Dublin 


By Maxwell Sweeney 


ublic- 
heron 








Legit players Stanley Illsley and 
McCabe setting up as 


will play the Sam Wanamaker role | agents for Eire. 


in “Joan” and will direct all 10 | 


plays of the summer season. 

Holyoke Sets Teeoff 
Holyoke, Mass., May 27. 
| season June 23 at the Mountain 
| Park Casino here. 
pany will 
| Helen Harrelson. Joseph Foley, Jean 
| Guild, John O'Connor, Beatrice 
| Newport, Howard Ledig, Bertram 
'Tanswell, Ruth Elliott and Edward 
Fuller. Production director Is Doro- 
they M. Crane. 

Operate Smithtown Hay loft 

Robert O'Byrne and Gloria Monte 


Muro will operate the Old Town 
theatre. Smithtown, L. L, opening 
the 12-week sexuson W ith Howard 


) Richaudsen's * Darke et 


Valley Players tee off Aheir sixth | 


Resident com- | 
include Gaylord Mason, | 


the, Moon,” «i> 


1ew play. provisionally titled “Por- 
trait of Miriam.” 


Reco Brothers’ circus, biggest Brit- | 


ish tent show, opened Irish tour f 
j}at Larne, County Antrim. ; 
| Gaiety Acting School chief, Ria 
| Mooney. scanning Irish talent for 


J. Arthur Rank organization. 
Countess of Longford has adapted 

Sheridan Le Fanu chiller, “Uncle 

Silas.” for Dublin Gate theatre. 


of technical and traffic department 

| for Paramount Instructional Films. 

| Gaiety theatre opens international 

play season with Arthur Wilmot’s 

translation of Andre Obey’s “Noah. 
New 500-seater cine-variety house 

under construction at Ballymote, 





| Columbia's London sales supervi- 
sor. Leslie Faber. here for biz talks 
with local branch manager George 
Jay 


iV. 
\Nationad Pid, bistitute fi Ireland 


une, left for Los Angeles to assume | 


Joe E. Brown played host to cast | 


back ! 


talent | 


Michael MacLiammoir working on | . 
| Russia, since there is no breakdown | 


Peter Purcell to Paris as supervisor | 


County Sligo. skedded to open Oct. 1. | 


in Galway, Cork, Limerick and Mon- 
aghan. 

London Films’ managing-director, 
Sir David Cunynghame, here to 
prospect for Korda pix with execu- 
tive assistant, Ethel Power. 

Australian opera singer Kenneth 
Neate here on vacation from Covent 
|; Garden Opera. 
; in 1939, and plans early visit to U.S. 
| Conductor Malcotm Sargent has 





Hall, Belfast. 
for orch con- 


a 7,000-seater King’s 
now being readied 
certs. 

Metropole, city’s biggest terpery 
}and eating spot, closing for renova- 
} tion. Outfit, which includes cinema, 





jis part of J. Arthur Rank’s Irish in- | 


terests. 





Las Vegas 


By Brigham Townsend 


Club Bingo set to open Aug. 1 
Lynn Martin into the Stork Club 


| Emile Buzaid opened at the Big 
| Hat. 

Eddie Salas recpened the Silver 
Spur. 
{| Marie McDonald toplining at the 
| Flamingo. 
| Nick Stuart vacationing .at the 
Flamingo. | 


Joe Smoot here promoting a race- 
track deal. 

Julius Klein Flamingoing with his 
cymbalom. 

Frances DuBay headlining at the 
Club Mondoray. 





Bell* at his store. 
| Paul Ralli about to film his book, 
“Nevada Lawyer.” 


Leo Carrillo into the Bowery with | 


| Martha Raye held ove 
Martha O'Driscoll won 
Helldorado donkey race. 
Maxine Lewis new entertainment 
| director at the Flamingo 
Eddie Silton and 
town to talk over a new script. 
Mayor Ernest Cragin reelected and 
still managing El Portal theatre. 
Frank Libuse clicking at the Last 
| Frontier. Ditto Artini & Consuelo. 


the pre- 


| Hoot Gibson and J. D. Smith go- | 
| ing all out for a glamor resort to be | 


| called D-4-C Ranch. 


World’s Theatres 
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barriers are going up against Holly- 
wood in various parts of the globe, 
this is being at least partly compen- 
sated for by increased theatres and 
|attendance. Thus, the American in- 
dustry should manage to hold on to 
as much business as it has now, even 
though its relative share of the world 
| market may be whittled down by 
restrictions. 

2. The war years were a period of 
| growth in theatre attendance almost 
everywhere. This was apparently 
due to the need for recreation by 
people under a war strain, and the 
increased use of the motion picture 
as a medium of propaganda in some 
parts of the earth. 

The theatres presently in existence 
have a seating capacity of 38,353,678; 
but Golden has no accurate figures 
!on seats for 1940. 

Golden points out there is one im- 





the size of the seven-year increase a 
dubious matter. 

“Europe in 1947,” he declares, 
“shows a total of 51,227 theatres hav- 
ing 16,708,907 as against 36,779 in 
1940. This large increase in Europe 
is attributed to more accurate thea- 
tre figures from Russia. 
data then available showed ‘ut 3,000 
commercial motion picture theatres, 
whereas in 1947 the figures available 
showed about 17,500 theatres (no 
seating capacity for these theatres 
available), In this European round- 
up no figures are available for 1947 
from the following countries: Al- 
bania, Esthonia, Latvia, and Lithu- 
ania. However, in 1940 in 
countries there were 10 movie thea- 
| tres in Albania, 64 in Esthonia, 95 in 
| Latvia and 76 in Lithuania.” 

The figures for Russia apparently 
cover Siberia as well as European 





| shown for Siberia anywhere. 











| Army Course 
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|AAF is shipping $500,000 worth of 
‘equipment to the university. Most 


eration Crossroads.” the Bikini 
atomb bomb tests In addition, the 
AAF figures to spend another $500,- 
/000 on the work in 
‘years. That adds up to $1,000,000 to 
{train 20 men. or $50,000 per man. 

| Some regular Army officers are 
boiling cover the deal, since only 
one of the 20 offic selected for 
the course has a permanent com- 
JOVesIORée. sh Fogg. eis 938ts 


ers 


expanding operations with branches | 


Was with N. Y. Met | 


|okayed plans for improving acoustics | 


Gene Austin into El Cortez} 
Sapphire Room 

Herb Yates El Ranchoing. Ditto 
Milton Pickman 

Clara. Bow helping hubby Rex | 


Corina Mura in| 


portant item which probably makes | 


In 1940 | 


these | 


of the equipment was used in “Op- | 


the next three | 


! Hollywood 


Dave Martin laid up with poison 
Oak. 

Edward Gross to Canada on busi- 
ness. 
_ Harriet Lee laid up with a shoulder 
injury. 





Bert Kalmar recovering from 
surgery. 
Danny Dare vacationing in the 


High Sierras. 
| Prince Hira Sing, of India, guest- 
| ing at Metro. 

Leo Durocher and Laraine Davy in 
from New York. 


| Billy Gilbert in town after twe 
years in New York. 
John Ridgely laid up after step- 


ping on a rusty nail. 
Louis B. Mayer to San Francisco 
for a physical checkup 





Orson Welles and “Macbeth” 
troupe to Salt Lake City 

Andy Hervey returned to work 
after a week out with flu 

Patricia Alphin recovering from 
emergency appendectom) 

William Flliott guest of honor at 


the San Luis Obispo rodeo 
John Decker reported improving 
after four blood transfusions 
L. K. Sidney to Jackson 
Wvo., for a month of fishing. 
Evelyn Keyes returned to Colum- 
bia after two months in Mexico, 
Sam Newfield reported out 
danger after a cranial operation. 
Haym Carasso, Tel Aviv film ex- 
hibitor, guesting on the Metro lot. 
Sidney Myers, managing director 
of British Lion, guesting at Republic. 
Lorraine Bayless to Chicago to 
join the “Call Me Mister’ company. 
Manuel de Sevilla, head of Cine 
de Colores, in from Mexico on busi- 
ness. 


Henry Kolker hospitalized after @ 


Hole, 


of 


fall down the basement stairs of his 
home. 

Jean Hersholt contributed first 
painting to the Beverly Hills Art 
| Auction 


Hoagy Carmichael to be guest of 


honor at the Sigma Chi dinner in 
Chicago 

Marjorie Main nd Arthur 
Treacher going east for strawhat 
thesving 

Harry Goetz huddling with Moe 


| Siegel, former head of production at 
Renublic. 

John del Valle checking out 
week as_ publicity director 
| Charles Chaplin. 

Sol Lesser nursing a sore arm, the 
result of shots in preparation for his 
| forthcoming trip to Mexico. 

Kathleen Selby in from London 
for huddles at Paramount. Marvin 
Miller sold his gas station in Beverly 
| Hills. 

Paul Andor narrating for the Ger- 
man version of “Brotherhood of 
Man,” filmed for the War Depart- 
ment. 

Cecil B. deMille will 
as “one of the 10 film directors of 
international repute” by the Film 
Festival in Venice, Italy. 

Mel Morse succeeds’ Richard 
| Creven as American Humane Asso- 
‘ciation errbiter of trea nent of 
| animals in motion pictures. 


- Pittcbursh 


By Hal Cohen 

Louise Corroll Brenkus rejoining 
| dancing trio. 

Evans Family into NY's Par thea- 
tre next month with Perry Como. 

Frances Gill in seventh year as 
organist at Jorsan’s in East Liberty. 
' Menasha Skulnik comines to Syria 
, Mosque in “I’m in Love” on June 2, 
Jean Wald, Hollywood agent. flew 
| in from Coast for a family reunion, 
Annual Variety Club golf tourney 


this 
for 


be honored 


at Chartiers Heights Country Club 
June 16. 

Dave Lawrence has bought a piece 
of the Club LuMarba from Lou 
Abrams. 
| Slate Bres., Fay Carroll, 
Marlowe Dancers topping show 
Carousel. 

June Walls, songstress, back to the 
hometown for engagement at the 
Nixon cafe. 

Alfred Heschong named to Tech 
drama faculty, to teach design and 


Selma 
at 





production. 

Mrs. Leonard Kapner, wife of 
| WCAE prexy, recovering from re- 
| cent operation. 
| Henry Boettcher, head of Tech 


| drama department, will spend sum- 
mer vacation in Mexico. 

Tally McKee has quit the Bulletin- 
Index, newsmag weekly, to try fic- 
| tion writing. 

Al Checco, featured in Playhouse 
revue, got his degree from Carnegie 
Tech drama school. 
| Ray Boyle, local actor, one of two 
| Helen Hayes winners for scholar- 

ships at Barter theatre. 

Jackie HeHer’s parents celebrated 
| 45th wedding anni with a big party 
at son's Carousel nitery. 

Catherine Del Tondo taking a 
leave from WB office to sing again 
in summer opera chorus. 


Fred Kelly to New York to start 
| designing choreography for two 
|forthcoming Broadway musicals, 


{Hand in Hand” and “They Liked 
| Them Handsome.” 
Elmer Kenyon, local ‘ 
appointed manager of Nixon for 
final week of legit season. He filled 
in for Eddie Wappler because of 
union stipulation that member must 
leave one post: at least two weeks 
before starting another, and Wappler 
has been named company,.manager 
laf Joga). sumtner ‘opera corpertys . 


avent. was 
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